THE GOSPEL

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will
be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the
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THE EPISTLE

1
Brothers and sisters, | give an example from daily life:
once a person’s will has been ratified, no one adds to
it or annuls it. Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring; it does not say, “And to
offsprings,” as of many; but it says, "And to your
offspring,” that is, to one person, who is Christ. My
point is this: the law, which came four hundred thirty
years later, does not annul a covenant previously
ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. For if the
inheritance comes from the law, it no longer comes
from the promise; but God granted it to Abraham
through the promise. Why then the law? It was
added because of transgressions, until the offspring
would come to whom the promise had been made;
and it was ordained through angels by a mediator.
Now a mediator involves more than one party; but
God is one. Is the law then opposed to the promises
of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given
that could make alive, then righteousness would
indeed come through the law. But the scripture has
imprisoned all things under the power of sin, so that

PRAYER

Hail Mary full of Grace,

Through your intercession,
may we accept the Will of
God in our lives. May we

ponder on His greatness and

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your : S ; i i
& ! B R0 YOUT i hat was promised through faith in Jesus Christ His Mercy toward us in
word.” Then the angel departed from her. - : : :
E1 %6 3 might be given to those who believe. prayerful silence and love.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

Today we continue our journey in the blessed Season of Advent, Yes to the grace of the Lord
the season of anticipation of the Birth of Our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. After the great temple where the Announcement to

Zechariah occurred, the Gospel of Luke takes us to a more

humble place, to a house in Nazareth where the Angel is bringing

the good news of salvation to a young girl named Mary, with her

consent.

Through the announcement to Mary a new era has dawned, the In addition, the Seniors Committee in our parish has prepared
era of humility, love and service, the age when the Lord leaves His presents for more than 50 elderly who will receive their presents
heaven to excel in His love for the human so that the human can within the festive period. This is a sign that, indeed, we have not
enjoy the sweetness of His salvation. He came to us and lived forgotten our old people, despite the cessation of their activities
among us to save us, relying on simple people. Since the grace of to protect them from the pandemic. Thanks God a thousand times
the Lord is beyond every description and human thought, Mary’s for this grace in our parish.
mission did not stop at the birth of Jesus. Rather, that humble
virgin from Nazareth has become a mother to countless children, The most important grace though, is the grace that we are going to
a mother to the whole Church. Mary is accompanying the Church witness this week when Deacon Charbel Antoine Dib is ordained
to make Jesus grow in the hearts of the faithful, helping them to priest on the altars of our Eparchy. This is a wonderful grace that
say “yes to the grace of the Lord” and leading them to the fullness the Deacon and the parish deserve. It is an early Christmas present
of life. for us. The Deacon and his family have said “yes” to service and
love. Let us pray for him and for the vocations in our parish. We ask
Where are we from that “yes”? How do we say “yes” to the Lord Our Mother Mary, the Mother of the Priest, to be the watchful eye
and submit ourselves to His will so we can enjoy his graces in the on this grace.
hope of the eternal grace in heaven?
This is the season of preparations par excellence! Do not then
Since we have the confidence and commitment to say “yes to the forget to prepare yourselves and your hearts to the Lord who is the
grace of the Lord” in our parish, the features of the preparations one who calls us and makes us rejoice, saying with Mary “yes” and
for the feast have started to appear in the Cathedral and around a thousand "yes” to the birth of the Lord in our parish and families
it, despite the conditions imposed by the Corona Virus. This is and to His presence in them.
because Mary's affirmation is a life-giving “yes”! We must
continue our journey within the means available to us. Therefore, :
the youth, leaders, Fersen and teens in our parish have begun to Father Tony Sarkis
place the feast’s decorations everywhere, and prepare
themselves as well for the feast

As we prepare ourselves for the Birth of Christ, our Sunday

Gospel passages are full of promise. e 55 -

Last week we read that Zechariah was promised a child who :ig?;ts.i;rﬁ:; m‘guar“:amhw?lmg have you
would be filled with the Holy Spirit (v15). This Sunday we \pmy previous role as a Maronite ;
read how Mary is promised a child who ‘will be great’ (v32). iFlameTeens Leader and Coordinator spanned
We also read that Elizabeth has conceived and thus aware of ‘for almost 10 years at Our Lady of Lebanon.
the promise. Wow I'm old.

In all of this, God is at the centre. The mystery of life, the !g“;’::i"&sgged you to want to join the Teen
s : ; -
hn!:e of conceiving, the joy of birth, are all God's plan. T T e
Children matter. They are a blessing to parents and are . :
; 2 : ] ‘Teens Committee. But clearly, God had

blessed by God. Their coming into the world is an entry into ‘other plans for me, placing the opportunity FEI s

a promise fulfilled. So much love is born at birth and borne |in front of me. One which | am extremely grateful and thankful

by the parents. A child reflects the goodness that we all for. God chooses those who least expect it, so a word of advice,

harbour deep in our hearts. ‘don't ever sell yourself short for God. He will choose you, He will
itake you, and He will mould you into the best version of yourself.

God promises much to each child. God’s Holy Spirit You just have to let go, and allow Him to work through you.

accompanies every child born and parents are called to: - - :
recognise the beauty and preciousness of this gift. Through 1‘!;2:?5'?‘3:3;?; Your fondest memories from being one of the
tender nurturing, each child can grow up to be a reflection | haye the memory span of a fish. Let's see... Apart from teaching
of the love of God. Mary teaches us to be aware of God in the Teens about our faith and bringing them closer to Christ, the
our lives and to allow the goodness of God to bless our greatest moments would have to be the Eucharistic Adoration
families. nights held at the Teens Camps. Witnessing the Teens experience

‘Christ Himself in the Blessed Sacrament, and allowing themselves

Our prayer is that each child is born into a household that itu be vulnerable and shedding heart felt tears is something | can

: 1 ; : never forget. The blessings and graces received through this
xél}l?\?:e g::g |ﬁ,!:§fm 3:1 ;T:g ;uelsw(ﬁgu:fol‘lféa dM:'gr;::IIdren ‘ministry is beyond my comprehension. If you are reading this, yes
Eni ! P : wou. Get up and serve our Lord in this beautiful parish. And if you
don't want to do it for anyone else, then simply do it for our

Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF 'blessed Mother Mary. She will guide you to Heaven always.

ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY FACES OF OLOL - AJ STEPHAN




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday in our Maronite Church is the Sunday of the
Annunciation to Mary. We celebrate the Feast of the Annunciation
on the 25th of March every year, 9 months before Christmas, but
we also read the Gospel of the Annunciation again on this Sunday
in preparation for the Glorious Birth of our Lord. Every week in this
Season is drawing us a little closer into the wonderful mystery of
the Incarnation.

This Sunday's Gospel presents Mary to us as the woman chosen by
God to be the mother of His Son. She is chosen from all women.
When the angel makes this marvellous announcement to Mary,
she does not run outside and cry out in the square: "An angel has
spoken to me! | was chosen!" She simply responds to the angel
with humility: "l am the handmaid of the Lord!” Those around her
at the time do not know yet this wonderful grace she received. She
simply says yes to God with all her heart and with all her being.
Mary is the one who knew how to recognize the love of God for
her and for humanity, she is the one who always knew how to say
yes to this divine love.

The Virgin Mary is filled with grace, the Lord is with her; she is
humble and accepting of the will of God. God has his plans for her,
as for you and for me, but He hopes for the free and loving
cooperation of each one to bring these plans to fruition. Mary
gives us the perfect example of this in her YES. It is not a simple yes
to the angel's message, it is placing everything in the hands of the
Lord. It is a trusting abandonment to his providence. And the
course of history and the destiny of humanity depended on this
yes. Similarly, the course of our life and our salvation depends on
our response to God's plans.

SENIORS CORNER

The peace and blessings of God be upon us all dear brothers
and sisters in Christ.

The Senior's Committee is trying to prepare a nice surprise,
a little token to show how much we've missed our precious
seniors and our little gatherings.

We look forward to our gatherings with our spiritual leader
Father Youwakim after the passing of this ordeal with God's
grace. Until then may God bless and protect us all!

Sonia Abi Rached

Dear friends, we are getting ready to celebrate Christmas.
Homes are being decorated and shopping lists are getting
bigger. However, the best way to celebrate Christmas is by
staying close to Mary, contemplating her life and trying to
imitate her virtues in order to welcome the Lord with an open
heart. 2020 has been a year of unexpected events, but God is
the same, yesterday, today and forever. He awaits us and He
remains faithful to His promises. With the changing
circumstances around us, let us ask: what does God expect of
me, now, today, in my work, with the persons | meet, and in my
relationship with Him? These are small daily occurrences but
they depend on the answer we give. Is our answer one of love
and of trust in God?

May we, in preparation for Christmas, return more deeply to
the infinite love that God has for us, know how to say yes to
God's will in our life and also know how to seek humility in all
things, in the example of Mary.

| wish you a blessed Sunday!

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
Christmas Bauble Decorating

Be creative and decorate the Christmas
bauble and hang it up on your Christmas
tree. Make sure you use lots of colours!




PARISH CAMERA

Christmas Decoration Started at Our
Cathedral

A Christmas Gift From the Seniors Committee
to the Seniors of The Parish

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 22 November: Announcement to Mary

9:30am Maryam Nassib Semaan from Jarjouh wife of Sleiman
Fendi Abou Zeid from Mleikh (Died in Lebanon)

11:00am Mass for the Late Martyred President Rene Moawad
and his companions

5:00pm One year Fr Paul Stanhouse from Australia

Monday 23 November 2020

10.30am Funeral of Maureen Boutros Moussa from Bane widow
of the late Anis Jamil Haddad from Kfersghab

6.00pm Farid Khalil el Baysary from Houwarah (Died in
Lebanon)

Tuesday 24 November 2020

10.30am Funeral of Sarkis Gergess Sghabi from Kferdlaos
6.00pm Josephine Mkhayel Atallah from Chekka widow of the
late Dacud Chekri Saad el Debes from Kferzayna (Died in Lebanon)
Friday 27 November 2020

6.00pm 40 Day Mass Naya Antonio Awkar from Beit Awkar wife
of Salim |brahim Daher from Andket - Akkar

Saturday 28 November 2020

6.00pm Ordination to the Priesthood of Deacon Charbel Dib
Sunday 29 November 2020: Visitation to Elizabeth

11.am First Mass celebrated by Father Charbel Dib
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00 YOU FEEL CALLED TO A VOCATION?

TOPIC: LIFE TESTIMONY AND JOURNEY TO PRIESTHOOD

PRESENTER: FATHER CHARBEL DIB

DATE: WEDNESDAY, 2HD DECEMBER 2020

TIME: T:00PM
COMMENCING WITH THE DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED B A TAL
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DUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL

A CHRISTMAS CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

BAT 12 DHOIMEBER P06 Fa - 9 Fsa
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray
for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan, Youssef Badr Bazouni & his wife Chahide, George Bazouni (C) (D) Departed souls of Sassine & E|l Asmar Family
(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George (1) (1) Charbel Jabbour (K)
Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Afife Khoury , Mkhael & Hanneh Khoury & their grandchildren, Boutros & Jannette Khoury
(L} (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family,
4 Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) Mkhael Halim Nakhle, Victoria Nassif (O} (P} (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Badoui Antoun Reaiche &
B his wife Phelomens Reaiche (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Tannous Rahib Saad & Rahib Saad
Tannous & his wife & Nabih Nassim Saad and his children (T) Rahib Youssef Saad Tannous & Family (U} (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X} (¥) Mrs
Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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