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FROM YOUR PARISH

e RENEWAL OF

' THE CHURCH
"

Blessed are you, O Chritst!
You established the
spiritual Jerusalem as a
holy Church and promised
to be with her to the end of

—

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK time

Maronite Liturgy

1
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in  Brothers and sisters, when Christ came as a high
Jerusalem and Jesus was walking in the temple. So the priest of the good things that have come, then
Jews said to him, "How long will you keep us in

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus
answered, “The works that | do in my Father's name With hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered

testify to me; but you do not believe, because youdonot  gnce for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of
belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. | know
them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a
else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that
The Father and | are one.” The Jews took up stones again

to stone him. Jesus replied, “I have shown you many
good works from the Father. For which of these are you of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered PRAYER

going to stone me?” The Jews answered: “Itis not fora  himself without blemish to God, purify our

good work but for blasphemy, because you are making : : . As we celebrate the
s = f conscience from dead works to worship the living

yourself God.” Jesus answered: “If | am not doing the renewal of the Church,

works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if | do God! For this reason he is the mediator of a new
them, even though you do not believe me, believe the covenant, so that those who are called may receive
works, so that you may know and understand that the o promised eternal inheritance, because a death

through the greater and perfect tent (not made

goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus
obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of

their flesh is purified, how much more will the blood

may we be renewed in the
love of the Trinity and of

Father is in me and | am in the Father.” Then they tried to h A it h . " each other. May we
: . ; as occurre at redeems them from the
arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands. He . always be renewed in
went away again across the Jordan ..” And many believed ~ transgressions under the first covenant. . : .
i hope, faith and in charity.
in him there. Heb 9: 11-15
In 10:22-42 Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

In our liturgical cycle, this opportunity opens for us every year,
the opportunity to commit to renewing ourselves and our
community, so that we may be the best version of ourselves in
Christ. Let us renew this call to be the Church of the world in our
own lives, striving, as one parish family, to be the living stones of
the Church

Today's readings remind us of our identity, we are the sheep of
Christ! This is how we describe ourselves and that is our hope
that we aspire to renew. Only His sheep believe in Him, as our
Lord Jesus said to the Jews who were arguing with Him in the
temple while He was walking up and down in the Portico of
Solomon. As usual, Jesus puts His teaching in the relevant
temporal and spatial context to make it easy to understand. From
the temple of Jerusalem and on the very day of the Renewal
Feast, Jesus revealed that He was the Son of God and the Master
of the sheep. The Renewal Feast was celebrated to remember the
purification of the temple by Judah Maccabee in 164 BC, after it
was profaned by the King of the Seleucids Antiochus Epiphanes

Renewal

Renewal is one of the rules of life, a natural necessity. Every living
being renews its cells to continue to live, and every society that
does not renew its ways of life and traditions, ages and dies out. It
is the same with the Church. She has to renew herself so her faith
in the Son of God remains a living faith that develops with the
society without change or decrease.

God has blessed our parish with a perpetual renewal through its
priests and committees. On Monday, all members of the Parish
Council held a meeting to discuss the preparations for the Season
of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord, within the required health
conditions and standards. And because it is necessary to continue
to live our faith and return once more to the House of God, to the
family of our parish, we renew our spiritual and temporal
preparations for this sacred season. The Parish Council is a sign of
blessing from the Lord to our parish. On Saturday, the Youth

who had placed a statue of Zeus, the greatest of the Greek gods, Committee organised a spiritual day in our parish. They are a sign

in the Holy of the Holies. In this context, Jesus was talking to the of hope, joy and renewal of the parish and its future.

Jews who believed that they were doing the right thing in

worshiping the true God while they were in fact closing their ears Our parish is always renewed in the presence of its sons and

to His voice, even seeking to kill Him to silence His voice. Where daughters. | encourage you to participate in the Masses and to

are we today from that voice and renewal? abide by all the requirements of public safety, registration and
organisation. Our parish is truly blessed, with the perpetual

On this Sunday of our Maronite Calendar, we continue the presence of the Lord, through the intercession of our Mother the

preparations for the Season of the Birth of Our Lord, through Virgin Mary, amid the commitment of her sons and daughters, the

Sunday of the Renewal of the Church, which is the second of two commitment of His sheep who hear His voice and whom He knows

Sundays preceding the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord.
On this Sunday, we continue to make ourselves ready to receive
the Saviour in our hearts before our homes, in our minds before
our roads and in our souls before our clothes!

RENEWAL OF THE CHURCH

This Sunday is dedicated to the Renewal of the Church. Our
Gospel passage sets up a scene that gathers believers and .
non-believers. In renewing the Church we need to understand
the context we live in and the needs of the time. So, if we take a-
look at the Gospel, we see that having faith in Jesus is not an easy
matter. i
I
I
There were Jews who were hostile towards lesus. They did not |
want to believe that God would choose to come in human form as !

one who opposed the status quo. Jesus performed ‘good works' |
but again there were Jews who turned a blind eye to this, |
focusing solely on what lesus spoke and how it opposed and ,
challenged their understanding. :
I
There were lews who wanted ‘to stone him’ (v31) and ‘arrest him’ :
(v39). An attitude of hate and refusal to be open to the possibility
of good news. i

Finally, Jesus finds acceptance by others who saw and heard
about Jesus and felt their hearts were touched and their lives |
transformed. As a Church today, we try to preach beautiful words -
and perform wonderful acts of charity. There will be those who
listen and accept the joy of Christ in their lives, and there will be
others who will be downright hostile.

Jesus never walked away from who he was meant to be, despite
many threats and false accusations. The Church too must persist |
in good works because there are those willing to listen and accept |
the God of love into their lives. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn - MSHF |

[

as they follow Him and renew themselves through Him.

Father Tony Sarkis

For just as a shepherd leads his flock to pasture, so Christ
refreshes the faithful with the spiritual food of his own

* body and blood... On the other hand, Christ has said that

the shepehrd goes in by the door and that he himself is the
door.

The door is none other than he for none other is “the true
light which enlightenes everyone™ (John 1,9)

No shepherd is good unless he is united to Christ by

charity, thus becoming a member of the true shepherd.

For the good shepherd’s office is charity. That is why Jesus

says that he “lays down his life for the sheeop™ (John

10.11)... Christ has et us an nxam[lh*: “he laid down his

life for us: so we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers™ (1 John 3. 16).

St Thomas Aquinas



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this second Sunday of our liturgical year, the Sunday of the
Renewal of the Church, we hear the words of Jesus on the portico
of Solomon's Temple on the occasion of the Feast of the
Dedication in Jerusalem. Our feast of the Renewal of the Church is
based on this Jewish feast.

Historically, the feast of the dedication of Solomon's temple in
Jerusalem marks the purification of the temple by Judas
.Maccabeus in 165 B.C. to celebrate his victory over Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, who had invaded Judaea, tried to Hellenize the Jews,
and‘tl@se-:rated the temple in Jerusalem. Judas fought Antiochus,
and folowing his victory, he ordered the cleansing and restoration
of the temple. After it was purified, a new altar was installed and
dedicated. Judas then proclaimed that the dedication of the

stored temple should be celebrated every year for eight days.
" This is the lewish feast known as Hanukkah today.

Then, there was a second cleansing of the temple by the Lord
Jesus, when he “went into the temple of God, and cast out all
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the
tables of the money changers, and the seats of them that sold
doves, And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves” (Matt
21: 12-13). lesus defended the sanctity of the house of God,
against all excess, in order to preserve the law and the words of
the prophets. Jesus' actions do not mean that he endorses
violence in the name of God as this would be contrary to all of his
teachings and parables. When the Lord entered Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday, he rode on a colt to show that he is the King of
Peace.

TEENS CORNER

Dearest parents and teens.

Now that we are back in action, I'd like to thank God for
allowing us to get back to parish events and also thank both Fr
Tony and Fr Danny for giving us the confidence to come back .

As you're all aware we have a new protocol which we need to
follow on staurdays which checking in the teens and then
checking them out. We ask you to be patient with us all and to
help us with following the procedures. We are so pleased and
happy to have your teens back so that we may continue to give
them every opportunity to keep their faith growing and
allowing them to always know that their parish and church is
always there for them.

Thank you again for always investing in your children so that
they to one day may become leaders of our dearest Parish. If
you are concerned about anything at all including your teens
please do not hesitate to give me a call on 0405 122 064

From your teens coordinator and brother in Chirst Joseph
Khoury ... Have a blessed weekend!

The Feast of the Renewal of the Church is the renewal of our
faith in God and in the one, holy and Catholic Church. The
Church is not the physical stones, but rather the spiritual temple
composed of living stones, the believers in Christ. The Apostle
Paul teaches that every believer is.the temple of God. He writes
to the Corinthians: "Do you not know that you are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? Whoever destroys
the temple of God will be destroyed by God, because the

temple of God is holy, and it is you” (1Cor 3: 16-17).

As Christians, we destroy this temple by distancing ourselves
from God, from His words in the Gospel, from His grace and the =
law of love written in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. We destroy
this temple by neglecting our prayer life, and not practicing the
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Reconciliation.

We are called on this Sunday, as a Church community, to renew
our faith in Jesus Christ, who confirms in today's Gospel that He
is the “Son of God". The renewal of our faith also requires us to
walk the path of Christ, who is “the way, the truth, and the life"
{John 14: 6). And finally, this renewal requires from us the will
and enthusiasm to share the gift of faith, proclaiming the
Gospel of Christ. This sharing of faith takes place through the
witness of our lives through which we can draw others to a
relationship with Christ, who is the source of every joy and
peace.

May this Sunday be marked with spiritual renewal, new
beginnings and many blessings for you and your families!

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 8 November: Renewal of the Church - 5t Michael the
Archangel

8:00am One year Antoun Sarkis Tannous Gerges from Aytou
11:00am One year Elmaza Fawaz widow of the late Boutros
Yaacoub from Aktanit - Sayda

Monday 09th November

6:00pm Maria Farid Bou Francis widow of the late Sayed Bou
Francis from Harf Ardeh (Died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 10th November

6:00pm 40 Day Mass Samira Antoun MNassar Bou Debs from
Becheleh

Wednesday 11th November

7:00pm 40 Day Mass Elizabeth Naim Hanna Boutros wife of
Emile Boutros el Khoury from Kfarsghab

Friday 13th November

11:00am Rosary and Mass for the intention of Lebanon on the
occasion of Our Lady of Fatima's apparitions

6:00pm 40 Day Mass Carmel Antoun Karakolia from Zgharta
wife of Antoine Nayef Saleh from Bazoun

Saturday 14th November

6:00pm 40 Day Mass Adba Youssef Laban widow of the late
Wahid Youssef Frome from Kfarsghab

Sunday 15 November: Announcement to Zechariah

11:00am One Year Rima Said Moussa widow of the late Abboud
Maroun Gerges from Karm el Mohr

5:00pm One year Hanna Boutros Fayad from Berkacha

Yaacoub from Aktanit - Sayda
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held secu;‘elzjin Your Lu'u'in.F embrace for all eterni
especially those we Pray for: {A}AII the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, A
souls who have no one to pray for them, Fahme Abdul Ahad, Khalil Abboud (B} Milian Bou Raidan, Sally Baynie, John Baynie,
George Baynie, Youssef Lichaa & his wife Saideh Saba, Gerges, Lamia & Saideh Bousaid, The deceased in Sleiman, Bou Mansour,
Yazbek families {% (D) [E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Fariba Ghazi (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their
daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L] (M) Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony
i Marmah 5alim Moussa, Charbel Raphael Mouzzafar, leremy ia}‘]'den Mouzzafar & family Abboud Kablan Makary, Azar Youssef
P Estephan, Youssef Moussa & his son Hanna, Francis Moussa [ER 0} (P} il} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5] Youssef Mikhael
= Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine & their Son Kenny, Youssef Serhan (T $ (V) (W)} Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) [¥) Mrs Sayde
Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi, Karma Yammine, Sayed Yammine & parents, Josephine Yammine (Z)
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