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THE GOSPEL

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?" And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them,
“But who do you say that | am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.
And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it.

| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Mt 16:13-20

THE EPISTLE

1
Brothers and sisters, now even the first covenant had
regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a
tent was constructed, the first one, in which were the
lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence;
this is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain
was a tent called the Holy of Holies. In it stood the
golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant
overlaid on all sides with gold, in which there were a
golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod that
budded, and the tablets of the covenant; above it were
the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat.
Of these things we cannot speak now in detail. Such
preparations having been made, the priests go
continually into the first tent to carry out their ritual
duties; but only the high priest goes into the second,
and he but once a year, and not without taking the
blood that he offers for himself and for the sins
committed unintentionally by the people. By this the
Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary has
not yet been disclosed as long as the first tent is still
standing. This is a symbol of the present time, during
which gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot
perfect the conscience of the worshiper, but deal only
with food and drink and various baptisms, regulations
for the body imposed until the time comes to set things
right. But when Christ came as a high priest of the good
things that have come, then through the greater and
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place,
not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own
blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

Heb 9: 1-12
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BI]NSEBHATI[IH OF
~ THE CHURCH

Rise up and shine, O
Church, for the Saviour of
the world has made you
his dwelling!

Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

Yes Lord we have come to

know and believe that You
are the Messiah, the Son
of the Living God! Give us
the strength to testify to
this awesome truth all the

days of our lives. Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

With great joy and hope | welcome each of you to this very
special Sunday and week in which our Maronite Catholic Church
celebrates its New Liturgical Year.

What does a new Liturgical year mean and why is it important in
the life of the Church?

We are all familiar with the New Year Day that occurs on the 1st
of January. Well before it arrives, many people make promises to
change their lives, getting rid of old or bad habits and starting
anew once the New Year begins. They are really happy that a new
year is beginning. With hope, they wish all those that they see, a
happy and joyful year ahead.

Now apply this worldly concept and understanding to Jesus and
the Church. Although Jesus is the same yesterday, today and
tomorrow, this new liturgical year is one where we renew our
own faith and spirituality. It is precisely at this time of the
Church's calendar when we should look back and reflect on the
year that has passed. We should think about the times when we
were not so close to God and the Church, the times when we saw
God working in our lives, the times when we came to God asking
for His forgiveness and mercy, the times when we came to show
Him our love, the times when we failed Him, the times when we
were not living as true disciples of Christ.

This Sunday and throughout this week in which we celebrate the
MNew Liturgical Year, we should take the time to really think about
i‘,gif“ spiritual life and journey. Where are we at in our spiritual
journey? What are we doing to help ourselves grow in faith? How
can | better serve the Church and Christ? Am | praying regularly?
Am | talking with the Good Lord? Am | going to confession? And
the list can go on and on. a3

CONSECRATION OF THE CHURCH

This Sunday is the Consecration of the Church and the
commencement of our Maronite Liturgical Year.

Jesus asks a question, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man
is? (v13). He follows it up with another question, ‘But who do
you say that | am?’ (v15). What is the image of God out there in
the public domain? What is our personal image of God? As a
Church, the task is to ensure the understanding of God both in
the public and private spheres, are in harmony. The task of the
Church is to bear true witness to God.

So today what is the understanding of God out in the public
domain?

* No such thing as God

* Anangry God

* |rrelevant to people

* A distant God

* Lord and Saviour

* God is love

The image of God as understood by the public has much to do
with the Church and how it conveys its message to others.

We need to seriously hear God asking us the question, ‘But who
do you say that | am?’ What we believe will determine the image
of Jesus we convey to others. As a Church community, we must
honestly ask ourselves how we imagine Jesus to be. Is our Church:
* An image of God's love

* Does it judge or forgives

* Does it exclude or include

We are called into question. What response do we give? Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

My Church My Rock

My dearest brothers and sisters, this week as we celebrate the
Consecration of the Church and our New Liturgical Year, | urge you
to seriously consider the spiritual journey that you are on. Focus
on the areas that are not so strong and make it your new liturgical
year resolution to improve. Make it your new year resolution to
focus on Christ and loving him even more than you do now.

Today, we journey with Our Mother the Church in the Season of
the Birth of Our Lord. This season which begins with the
Consecration of the Church lasts for eight weeks and ends with the
Birth of Our Lord.

Consecration of the Church? To consecrate means ‘to make holy’.
This means that the Church is Holy. In our Maronite tradition, the
Consecration of the Church is linked to the Sunday of the Renewal
of the Church and they mark the beginning of the Church's
liturgical Calendar.

Whilst the eyes of the faithfuls look upon what it means to be
consecrated, what it means to be Holy, the Gospel points us to the
person of Jesus Christ and the letter to the symbols in the Old
Testament that point to Jesus.

Brothers and sisters, Peter’s answer to the Lord, "You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God,” has become the Church's
answer throughout the ages. It has also placed responsibility upon
all Christians, upon the whole world. 3

This year, the COVID19 pandemic brought the
and affected so many aspects of our lives. Howe

‘What encqurqged you to take the steps to begin
,your vocation

i My family has always been close to the church so we
| grew up coming to Mass faithfully as children. As |
:got older mum always encouraged me to go to Mass
rand | was thankful that | had a good group of friends
'who shared the faith and we would encourage each |
iother to come to 7pm Mass every Sunday. A deeper fr‘j
,relationship with Jesus and journey of faith began when | started
icoming to Adoration every Thursday and spending time with our
:Lord in the blessed Sacrament. From there some
lencouragement from the Priests in particular Fr Tony, Mons
:Shara and Fr Sam.

I

'What advice would you give to others who have a vocation?
Most important piece of advice | will offer is reminding everyone
‘that WE ALL have a vocation. EVERY person has a vocation right
there and now. Whether aged 14 or 94, every baptized person is
icalled to participate in God's mission. This participation begins in
'the relationship with God to which we are called; a universal call
to share in God’s love and holiness. My advice for anyone
i discernin% is to recognize that no matter where Ged s calling you
i [married life or serving the church or both), it is a call to love and
'serve God and his people with all that you are.

-You will be ordained next month - we are all so excited for you!
‘What is one of your fondest memories throughout your journey
ito the priesthood?

iWhere do | begin to answer this question??? | have had way too
'many moments of joy to count but I'll say: Each and every time
I've been able to sit down with our youth or with w::ungf couples
' preparing for marriage and have a discussion, share the faith and
i pray with and for each other. Each of these times has been a great
\source of joy.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Welcome to a new liturgical year in our Maronite Church!
This Sunday, the Sunday of the Consecration of the Church
marks the beginning of our Maronite liturgical year. The
Church’s year does not commence with New Year's Day but
in late October or early November with this Sunday, also
known as Sunday of the Sanctification of the Church. The
liturgical year starts with sanctification, consecration,
purification and renewal — all actions of eternity and not of
this world.

“The Gospel we read and reflect on this Sunday is Peter’s
déc.lgraﬁun that Jesus is the Messiah, Son of the living God.

Jesusasks us the same question: for us, who is Jesus and how

do weactually live our faith in Him? The Lord gives to Peter,
whorecognizes him as the Son of the living God, the "keys of
the kingdom". Similarly, our faith in Jesus Christ must lead us,
) e Peter, to be witnesses of the Lord’s divinity, to live in His
- In;re, T_Ind to be servants of the people of God who form the
Church.

It is only by truly living our faith that Jesus is the Son of God
that the Kingdom of Heaven manifests itself in our world
revealing hope and true joy. At this time, more than ever,
humanity needs hope and faith and needs our witness of joy.
Human:_-l‘.y needs us Christians to make heaven a reality, here
on earth.

Friends, to coincide with the end of the liturgical year, the
Maronite Synod of Bishops has also concluded its 2020
meetings on Saturday 31 October 2020. At the forefront of
the thoughts and decisions of our Maronite Patriarch and
Bishops was the situation in Lebanon and how we can
alleviate the pain and suffering of its people. It is my prayer
that this new liturgical year marks a new beginning for our
belweﬂj!.ebanon and our Maronite Church.

HEAVEN ON EARTH CORNER

| came across this powerful story which |
would like to share with you...

"Whose Father is He?"

A beggar came asking for food. | told him to
come around to the back door and asked him
to sit on the floor while | went in to bring him
leftover food.

| brought him the food and said, "Let's pray.
Now repeat after me, Our FATHER, who art in Heaven".
He said, "YOUR Father, who art in Heaven".

| said, "No, say OUR FATHER, who art in Heaven".

He again repeated, “YOUR Father in Heaven!”

This extremely irritated me! | asked him “why do you say
"YOUR' father when | say 'OUR' Father?"

He said, "Sir, it's like this. If | say OUR Father, then we both

become brothers. If we are brothers, you would invite me in |

through the front door and not the back; you would ask me
to sit at your dining table, not on the floor; and you would
never give me stale food! Sir, somehow it's not possible that
we are sons of the same father!"

He may be YOUR Father, but he can't be OUR Father!

Whose FATHER is He? - It took a person so much less fortunate ;

than | to teach me the truth!

GOD becomes OUR Father when we all treat and LOVE one
another as brothers and sisters.

Josephine Albayeh

Over a year ago, the Lebanese people and, especially the
youth, raised a cry of pain with a peaceful revolution
against corruption and waste of public funds. This
revolution, that gathered diverse groups all across the
nation, is still waiting and calling on Lebanon’s politicians
to undertake administrative reform, and implement real -
change to build a modern and effective government.

Sadly, the situation has gotten worse over the past months
and families are migrating in the thousands so they can
seek a dignified life for themselves and their children.
During my time here in Lebanon, | have witnessed the grief
of many of these people who are struggling to provide
life's necessities. As we prepare for the joyful feast of
Christmas, | urge you to remember the people of Lebanon
and donate or send money to families in your villages
whom you know are struggling. Aware that you have
generously donated many times over the past year, | thank
you and ask you to remember the Lebanese people once
again, praying to the Lord to reward you a hundredfold
and bless your families.

| wish you a blessed Sunday! -
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER




SAINT OF THE WEEK

All Saints Da\j!

All Saints’ Day, also called All Hallows' Day, or Feast of All Saints, is a feast in in the Church, where all the saints, both known and
unknown are commemorated. It is celebrated on November 1 in the Western churches and on the first Sunday after Pentecost in the
Eastern churches.

The first saints to be honoured liturgically were the martyrs, including the apostles. In the early centuries, the Church celebrated the
anniversary of a martyr's death at the place of the martyrdom, but around the fourth century dioceses would share relics of the
martyrs with other dioceses and celebrate the feast on the same day. During persecution under emperor Diocletian at the beginning
of the fourth century the number of martyrs became so great that a separate day could not be assigned to each one, so the Church
established a common feast day for all the martyrs who had no proper celebration.

At first only martyrs and 5t John the Baptist, whose sanctity was proven, were honoured by special feast days. But then other saints
were gradually added, especially the great confessors of East and West. The first mention of a feast to honour aII the samts on
November 1 seems to have come during the e
pontificate of Pope Gregory |1l (731-741) who dedicated a chapel in
St. Peter's, Rome, on November 1 in honour of all saints. In 837 Pope
Gregory IV ordered its general observance.

It is listed as a holy day of obligation in the Code of Canon Law (cf. Can.
1246), but it is up to each Episcopal Conference to decide whether it

is to be a holy day in their territory. In Australia the feast is no

longer a holy day. The feast commemorates the “great multitude
which no man could number” ( Rev 7:9) of saints in heaven, and is
also a reminder that all the baptised are called to the fullness of love
and holiness.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 1 November: Consecration of the Church - All 5aints
Day
8:00am Sodality Mass.

11:00am 40 Day Mass Youssef Salem Hazzouri from Sfinet

El - Draybeh - Akkar.
5.00pm 40 Day Mass Tadross Antonios Tadross from Bane.
Monday 2 November: All Souls’ Day
6:00pm Laure Boulos Mouawad Widow of the late
Albert Toufic Mouawaf from Zgharta.
Tuesday 3 November
6:00pm Daher Barbar Imad from Andket (died in Lebanon).
Wednesday 4 November

10:30am Funeral Maryam Youssef Younes wife of Youssef
George Younes from Debel.

Friday 6 November

6:00pm 40 Day Khalil Fouad Elkhoury from Mazraat El Teffah.
Saturday 7 November

6:00pm One year Elias Hanna Mikhael from Kfarsghab.

One Year Afife Youssef Gerges Karam widow of the late Elias
Hanna Mikhael from Kfarsghab.

Sunday 8 November: Renewal of the Church - 5t Michael the
Archangel

8:00am One year Antoun Sarkis Tannous Gerges from Aytou.
11:00am One year Elmaza Fawaz widow of the late Boutros
Yaacoub from Aktanit - Sayda.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

People Allowed _
inside the Cathedral
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them, Fahme Abdul Ahad, Khalil Abboud (B) Milian Bou Raidan, Sally Baynie, John Baynie,
George Baynie (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Fariba Ghazi (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their
daughter Colleen George (1) (1) Charbel Jabbour [K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun
. Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony
) Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (O) (P) (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine &
o their Son Kenny, Youssef Serhan (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah
Mokdassi, Karma Yammine, Sayed Yammine & parents, Josephine Yammine (Z)
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