THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with
them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master's money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His master
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master” And the one
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more
talents. His master said to him, "Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, |
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master’ Then the one who had received the one talent also
came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you
did not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his
master replied, "You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you,
that | reaﬁ where | did not sow, and gather where | did not
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to
the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more
will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mt 25:14-30

Sunday 25 October 2020
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THE EPISTLE

My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgression, you who have received the Spirit
should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are
not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if
those who are nothing think they are
something, they deceive themselves. All must
test their own work: then that work, rather than
their neighbour’s work, will become a cause for
pride. For all must carry their own loads. Those
who are taught the word must share in all good
things with their teacher. Do not be deceived;
God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you
sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap
corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the
Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit.
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give
up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity,
let us work for the good of all, and especially for
those of the family of faith.

Gal 6: 1-10
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SIXTH SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

Among all the devotions
none has been favoured by
so many miracles, as the
devotion to the Holy
Rosary.

Pope Pius IX

PRAYER

Dear Lord,

We pray today for those
who are in need of a
miracle. May vyou lead
them to You and help
them to hold onto their
faith. Allow them to
always believe so they
may receive. Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we enter the final week of the Season of the Glorious Cross,
and just before we begin our new liturgical year, we find our Lord
repeating what He wants from us, stressing it again and directing
our lives to commit to it, that is to be faithful stewards to the gifts
that he has entrusted to us. The parable of the talents is a simple
story about a man who is preparing to go on a journey and
entrusts his possessions to his servants, giving each one of them
in accordance with their abilities. As we hear in the story, the first
two invest their master’s wealth and their return is doubled while
the third servant does nothing at all. He hides his talent! He
buries it! Puts it aside! Leaves it fruitless! When the master
returns, he praises and rewards the first two stewards and
condemns the third for being lazy. This story is about us too! God,
the Heavenly Master, entrusts each one of us with many talents
and various abilities, each according to what we can handle. Are
we using these talents for the glory of God and the good of His
people?

Our story is the story of faithfulness in this blessed parish, a story
that has been renewed when around 90 of the parish children
received their First Holy Communion in four groups, planting
faithfulness in their hearts. This week too, about 100 children
from the parish and the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family
College received this grace. This story of faithfulness has been
written in the parish registry, the Book of the Lord!

Our story is the story of our endless love to our Mother Mary, for
whom we are concluding the Month of the Blessed Rosary by
lighting 2020 candles for the intentions of the sons and daughters
of the parish: the living, the sick and the departed, for peace in
Lebanon and prosperity in Australia. The rosary, along with the
litany of Our Lady and procession will be held on Friday and
Saturday 30 and 31 October at 7.30 pm, and on Sunday 1

November at 8 pm.
MAKE GOOD USE

As we approach the last week in the Season of the Glorious
Cross and the final week in the Maronite Liturgical Calendar,
we are challenged to do all we can with what we are given.

The Parable of the Talents tells of how three people

approach the role of responsibility and possibility. Two of

the three make much of the chance given to them and thus

are blessed with even more opportunities. Only one person

fails to build upon what was given, making excuses for their

g‘liseraht'e failure. However, they soon learn to regret their
ecision!

This is a fantastic piece of storytelling. It gets one thinking
seriously about what they have done with what is given to
them in life. We cannot spend our lives complaining about
how hard we have it or our constant bad luck! Yes life can be
difficult but there are always opportunities to make more
out of the life we have been given.

To succeed in life is to make the effort. Success does not
come handed to us on a silver platter. Life is not a present
gift wrapped and given to us to enjoy. Life is a challenge, it
has its highs and it has its lows, Our job is to be vigilant for
the highs that come our way and to use them to create a
better world.

Life takes effort from us but it also respects and rewards our
dreams, our hard work and our hopes. The attitude we bring
to life determines how we will get on in life. So let us go
through life, hopeful, committed and with enthusiasm.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Story of Faithfulness

Our story is the story of joy with the return to celebrating the
Divine Liturgy with bigger number of people in the wake of the
MNSW Government decision to ease restrictions as of Friday 23
October. According to this decision, 300 people are now allowed
to enter the cathedral to attend Mass while adhering to the
required social distancing rule of four square metres. The Masses,
adoration and personal prayers are included in this decision.
However, weddings are still restricted to a maximum of 150 people
including the groom, bride, their parties, clergy and servants.
Funerals are still restricted to 100 people. We encourage you all to
return to the church so you can participate in the Sacraments.
Booking is still required for weekdays evening Masses and
Sunday’s Masses. Please Note: You must arrive 15 minutes prior to
the scheduled Mass starting time to secure your reservation. After
this time, your spot will become available to those on the waitlist.
For more information, please check the OLOL website and
Facebook page.

Finally, grant us Lord to know the value of the talents that you have
entrusted to us so we realise that you have handed them to us
because we are your children, and that investing in them is for our
own benefit and joy. By investing in our talents, we can care for
ourselves, our neighbour, our family and our environment, and
you remain before our eyes, O Master who has come down from
your throne to take us up to that heavenly throne, to you be glory
for ever, Amen.

Father Tony Sarkis

The Rosary is the “weapon”
for these times. - St Padre Pio



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are approaching the Season of the Birth of Our Lord and,
therefore, the end of the liturgical year. On this Sunday of the
Season of the Cross, Jesus tells us another parable about
judgment.

God, in giving us life, has also given us various capacities for
our personal, ethical and religious growth. It does not matter
whether we have received a lot or a little, but what we have
received, we must make it bear fruit. The servant who hides
“his talent for fear of the master did not want to take any risk.
Thizuis perhaps the heart of the parable: we must conceive of
a Gt:-\d> who pushes us to come out of ourselves, who
encourages us to live in freedom for the Kingdom of God.
o
/',I"He “talent” of this parable is 30kg of silver. But similar to
“many of the Lord's parables, it is so successful that it has
become a commonly used and well known cultural example
to denote the qualities of a person. Each one of us has
different talents and abilities. What we are and what we
have, this is the material with which God wants to make a
new reality of us.

The Lord’s statement "for to those who have, more will be
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away" (Mt
25:29), can only be understood at the level of love and
generosity. It is definitely not about consumerism. Indeed, if
we respond to God's gifts and trust in his help, then we will
experience that it is He who gives growth and multiplies our
-talents with His graces and blessings.
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YOUTH CORNER

Dearest Youth of OLOL,

R
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Jesus today invites us to recognize and welcome the gifts
that the Heavenly Father gives us. He calls us to use them
so that they bear fruit. May we take a break in the course
of our day or coming week to experience this encounter
with the Lord, and reflect on what the Lord expects of us.

In this time of pandemic where many things are called into
question, it would be good to look at the gifts we have, at
our abilities and talents, and like the good servant, use .
them to place ourselves at the service of God and of our
brothers and sisters. Our society and our world are
undergoing big changes. We do not know yet what the
future holds, but what we know is that we can choose how
we respond to these changes and what we will allow to
happen in our lives. God calls us to be alive and fruitful, to
live with him, and he has granted us everything we need
for that... it is up to us to reflect and decide what we want
to do with it!

On this last Sunday of October, dedicated for the Holy
Rosary, may the Blessed Virgin intercede for us, so that we
remain faithful to the will of God by multiplying the talents
he has given us. In this way, our lives will enrich the lives of
others around us, and on the last day, we will be
welcomed by the Lord and invited to share in his joy.
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

/)) & Have a go at this crossword!

YOU

It is with great excitement that we welcome you back to our events and THE PARABLE OF

new initiatives!

This year has been uncertain, however one thing is certain, and that is
God's love for us. We have truly missed seeing all of your faces and we

can’t wait to have you back! We are blessed to be given this gift of

friendship and community, this gift not only bonds us together, it also

bonds us with God.

We are so very excited to hold our Youth One Day retreat on
Saturday 31st October. The retreat is titled “Speak Lord, Your
Servant is Listening” A Practical Guide to Responding to God's Call.
There are still limited spaces available, if you would like to come
and join us, please contact Helena: 0415 031 309.

We ask you to save the date for Friday November 20th as we are
planning a welcome back cocktail evening. We cannot wait to see
you all therel

Faith On Fire, our monthly Youth faith filled talk and discussions
resumed this past Tuesday, and will now be taking place every
fortnight. Our next session will be on Wednesday 4th November.
Th[is isd E glreat way to learn more about our Faith, alongside other
individuals.

Please do stay updated on our social media pages as more details
regarding new events and initiatives will be released soon.

“Spread love wherever you go. Let no one ever come to you without
leaving happier” - Saint Teresa of Calcutta

THE TALENTS
Matthew 25:14-30
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

St FrurnEh{‘ us

Frumentius was a Lebanese-born Christian missionary and the first bishop of Axum
who brought Christianity to the Kingdom of Aksum. He is sometimes known by other
names, such as Abouna "Father" and Aba Salama.

Frumentius and his brother Edesius accompanied their uncle Meropius from their birthplace
of Tyre (now in Lebanon) on a voyage to Ethiopia. When their ship stopped at one of the
harbors of the Red Sea, local people massacred the whole crew, sparing the two boys, who
were taken as slaves to the King of Axum. The two boys soon gained the favour of the king, who raised them to positions
of trust. Shortly before his death, the king freed them. The widowed queen, however, prevailed upon them to remain at
the court and assist her in the education of the young heir, Ezana, and in the administration of the kingdom during the
prince's minority. They remained and (especially Frumentius) used their influence to spread Christianity. First they
encouraged the Christian merchants present in the country to practise their faith openly, and they helped them find
places where they could come together for prayer according to the Roman Rite.

When the prince came of age, Edesius returned to Tyre, where he stayed and was ordained a priest. Frumentius, eager for
the conversion of Ethiopia, accompanied his brother as far as Alexandria, where he requested Athanasius, Patriarch of
Alexandria, to send a bishop and some priests as missionaries to Ethiopia. By Athanasius' own account, he believed
Frumentius to be the most suitable person for the job and consecrated him as bishop.

Frumentius returned to Ethiopia, where he erected his episcopal see at Axum, then converted and baptized King Ezana,
who built many churches and spread Christianity throughout Ethiopia. Frumentius established the first monastery of

Ethiopia, called Dabba Selama in Dogu'a Tembien.

Saint Frumentius’ feast in the Catholic Church is celebrated on October 27.

PARISH CAMERA

FAITH ON FIRE

FAMILY OF DIVINE WORD -
WEEKLY TALK




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 25 October: 6th Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am One year S5alwa Mansour from Blouza wife of
Fouad Mikael Sahyoun from Kfarfou

11:00am One year Mayef Elias Tannous Taouk from
Becharre

Monday 26th October
6.00pm Antoun Elias Abi Nader from Beit el Deen - Chouf (Died
in Lebanon)

Tuesday 27th October
6.00pm Mountaha Toufic Maroun from Kfarsghab (Died in
Lebanon)

Friday 30th October
6.00pm 40 Day Mass Antoine Najib Asaker from Al-Akoora

Saturday 31st October
6.00pm Christine Toufic Samia widow of the late Nehmtallah
Youssef el-Khoury from Kfarsghab

Sunday 01st November: Consecration of the Chrush - All Saints
Day

11:00am 40 Day Mass Youssef Salem Hazzouri from Sfinet
el-Draybeh - Akkar

5.00pm 40 Day Mass Tadross Antonios Tadross from Bane
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ORDER ONLINE FROM

OLOL Giftshop

WWW.OLOL.ORC AU/GIFTSHOP
FREE DELIVERY FOR ONLINE ORDERS OVER $150
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A Candle and An Intention

On the occasion of the end of the blessed month of the
Rosary, 2020 candles will be lit for the intention of the
parishioners. For the living, the departed and those who are
sick. And also for peace in Lebanon and prosperity to
Australia. For those who wish to participate, please donate
S5 to light the candle for your own intentions. The rosary
prayer and procession will be held on Friday and Saturday
and Sunday 1 November at 7:30 pm.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray
far them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen
Gearge (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Tony Joseph, Jamilie Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chueri Khoudair (L) Salim Assaf Loulach & his
wife Mazmieh, Semaan Assaf Loulach & his wife Chemoune (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa,
Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (O} (P} {Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Michael
| Rizk, Emil Rizk, Youssef Assaad Rizk, Waradgoun Rizk [S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & family, Boutros & Therese Sassine &
¢ their Son Kenny (T) Rahib Saad Tannous & family, Gerges Tohme & Latife Tohme, Bernadette Tanna, Tony Tannous, Kemil Tanna, Ghorra Tanna
{U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe {X) (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Makdassi, Karma Yammine, Sayed Yammine &
parents,. Josephine Yammine [Z)
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