THE GOSPEL

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going
away, his disciples came to point out to him the
buildings of the temple. Then he asked them,
“You see all these, do you not? Truly | tell you,
not one stone will be left here upon another; all
will be thrown down” When he was sitting on
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will this be, and
what will be the sign of your coming and of the
end of the age?” Jesus answered them, "Beware
that no one leads you astray. For many will
come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah!
and they will lead many astray. And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you
are not alarmed; for this must take place, but
the end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and
there will be famines and earthquakes in
various places: all this is but the beginning of
the birth pangs. “Then they will hand you over
to be tortured and will put you to death, and
you will be hated by all nations because of my
name. Then many will fall away, and they will
betray one another and hate one another. And
many false prophets will arise and lead many
astray. And because of the increase of
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, if for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from
the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. For since death came through a human
being, the resurrection of the dead has also
come through a human being; for as all die in
Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things
in subjection under his feet” When all things
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will
also be subjected to the one who put all things
in subjection under him, so that God may be all
in all. If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and

SECOND SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

Even in the midst of so
much suffering | am happy
because it seems as if my
heart is beating with Jesus’
heart.

St Padre Pio

PRAYER
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Dear Lord,

Please heal me of
whatever might seperate
me from You. | know when
You lay Your hands gently
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

On the second Sunday after the Feast of the Glorious Cross, we
continue the journey of the cross and find ourselves reflecting on
a very strongly worded text of the Gospel whereby Jesus declares
that not a single stone of the temple will be left on another stone.
We have never experienced Jesus like this before. Why do his
words sound so harsh? We all know that it is not in Jesus' nature
to harm or destroy! And why the Temple specifically?

The Temple was the pride of the Jewish people and their joy. They
were boasting about its stones and enormity instead of its
spiritual meaning or for being a place of peace as the abode of
God. With Jesus, things are different! The temple is no longer
made of stone but has rather become a heart that pumps out
love, peace and forgiveness. Jesus is asking us to have a living
temple instead of a temple of stone. The temple of stone is no
longer the ultimate goal of God to dwell among us. It is no longer
the place that gathers and unites humanity. Jesus has
transformed it into a living place, a home, in which He lives to be
an eternal living sacrifice offered for the sake of humanity so it
returns to the harbour of salvation. Hence it becomes the place
where God dwells and through which His might, greatness and
richness are reflected.

With the Lord lesus, the temple has also become a parish, a
faithful congregation that gathers and pray together. This
congregation is called to be the voice of the Lord that is crying out
in the wilderness of this world, the voice of the Lord that is calling
everyone to His home. It is Him who says, “let the little children
come to me, and do not stop them” (Luke 18:16). In other words,
the Lord is saying to us “let the innocence of the spirit and body,
spontaneity of movement and high-spirited confidence come to
me and to my home."”

TROUBLES

This Sunday’s Gospel depicts calamities, terror, trouble, wars,
famine, earthquakes, torture and lawlessness. It is a dark
image but one that can be overcome.

There will always be troubles that will plague our world.
Today's Gospel gives us an opportunity to consider the current
circumstances we are faced with. We have Covid-19 that is
ravishing populations across the globe and as a result we see
many businesses collapsing, unemployment on the rise, a
global recession, people living in crime, or with poverty, fear,
hunger and desperation. It is a troubled world and the wicked
seem to prosper while the good wither away.

So how do we explain and face the difficulties of our time? We
can take many different approaches in our dire circumstances
but the Gospel reminds us, ‘But the one who endures to the
end will be saved’ (v13). We need to trust in God's goodness
despite what seems to be ever growing, overwhelming and
impossible odds. God is present with us, even though we may
not feel it.

It is of no value to anyone when we start equating disasters
with God's punishment. God did not send Covid-19 to teach us
a lesson because we had swayed far from Christ. If that was
true it would make God one who is vindictive and angry.

The difficult times we find ourselves in just happen and they
may challenge us. Yet it is also a time for us to stop and
consider much more deeply how we are living our lives and
how we can better manage our situations, trusting in God's
care, grace and love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF |

The parish is a

heart beating with the love

of the Lord

Brothers and sisters, sons and daughters; this is a direct call from
the Lord to each one of you so that you always strive to preserve
your parish. Thus, you will be keeping the Lord among us. The
parish is always ready for everyone. The parish is in a perpetual
readiness to be the light in the midst of darkness, a crossing bridge
to life, hope, security, comfort and peace, despite all the
contradictions surrounding it and all the challenges that it is
facing.

| thank God always for all His gifts, especially the gift of
encountering Him and gathering around each other Our
encounter with the Lord is essential in our spiritual life as it is its
nourishment, just as water and food are the nourishment of the
body. To encourage each other to have our encounter with the
Lord, the gates of the cathedral will be open to receive you all
everyday of the week, whether for personal prayer or reflection.
This way, we come to Him spontaneously, as He has asked us to do,
carrying to Him our hardships, suffering and difficulties, as well as
our aspirations and joy, meeting Him with hope and love, since we
are all one flock for one shepherd, our Lord lesus Christ. Just
remember that it is necessary to abide by all the preventative
instructions and health directives when you visit the church for
your own safety and for the safety of others. All the pervious
pastoral measures are sfill in place and remain valid, especially in
regard to numbers and place reservation for the masses.

We are all required to exert effort on the spiritual level and
cooperate with each other. Most importantly, we need to preserve
the purpose of our lives, that is to encounter the Master of Hope
our Lord Jesus Christ, in His own home, our parish.

The Lord gathers us always! Our Lady receives us always!

Father Tony Sarkis

There might be some natural virtues without a Cross, but
there would never be a growth virtue without it.
Cross-bearing, He then explained, was based on exchange.

: Exchange implies something that one can get along

! without, and something one cannot get along without. A
‘man can get along without a dime, but he cannot get along
' without the bread which the dime will buy; so he

! exchanges one for the other. Sacrifice does not mean

i “giving-up” something, as if there were a loss; rather it is

! an exchange: an exchange of lower values for higher joys.

: But nothing in all the world is worth a soul.

I
I

-Ven. Fulton Sheen "Life of Christ” pp. 226



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In a few days, | will be travelling to Lebanon to partake in the Annual
Spiritual Retreat and Synod o % Maronite Bishops called for by His
Eminence and Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai. The
visit will also be an opportunity for me to receive an update about
the situation in Beirut and all of Lebanon from the various charities
we are supporting through vyour generous donations and
contributions. | am grateful to our Maronite community in Australia
and our friends from other communities who have donated and
continue to generously donate to the people of Lebanon. As you
are aware, our Lebanese brothers and sisters have been tragically
affected by the horrific explosion at the port of Beirut on the 4th of
August, and a severe political, social and economic crisis, in
addition to the worldwide pandemic. Lebanon is now facing its
worst economic - situation in three decades, with soaring
unemployment and cost of living, resulting in devastation to the
lives of many. | now provide you with an update of the initiatives
undertaken in our Eparchy and associated charities for Lebanon
over the last 10 months.

Lebanon Christmas Appeal - In December last year, we launched the
Lebanon Christmas Appeal in a collaboration with Maronites on
Mission Australia, Our Lady of Lebanon Heaven on Earth, and the
Maronite Catholic Society. This appeal raised approximately
5123,000, used to distribute much needed 2755 food hampers to
families throughout many villages in Lebanon. A direct cash
donation of 520,000 was also made to Caritas Lebanon to assist in
the work they are doing, and in May, a bulk food donation of over
57,000 was made to the Psychiatric Hospital of the Cross, the

. mental health institution run by the Sisters of the Cross. This appeal
'has closed and all the funds raised were donated or used to
purchase food hampers.

Lebdnon Wheat Appeal - In June of this year, our Eparchy together

with Maronites on Mission Australia and the Maronite Council
d the campaign Lebanon Wheat Appeal, aiming to send free-
grain td farmers in diverse regions of Lebanon to be cultivated in-

launc

the solving season. The campaign has thus far raised $102,000
enabling us to purchase and, with the assistance of the Maronite
Church in Lebanon, distribute 213 tonnes of wheat to many regions
g?al villages of Lebanon. The distribution of the grain started in
ptember and farmers will be sowing it in the month of October.

FAMILY CORNER

Restarting Our Activities — More than Just About Faith

After what seems like an eternity, it was great to restart one of the
Family Committee’s regular activities; the Women's Faith
Formation. The challenges that everyone is experiencing this year
was clearly visible as all participants couldn’t help but express their
gratitude as they finally were experiencing some level of
normality; despite social distancing and COVID safe practices being
observed throughout the session. Furthermore, common amongst
the attendees was their feeling that they had unknowingly found
themselves drifting away as the distractions and restrictions of this
COVID affected world began to weigh upon them. So they couldn’t
be happier to have these sessions restart and to help get them
back on track. The session itself covered two topics. The first being
the 5th commandment, “Thou shall not kill”, and the second was
“Who am | to judge. The two sides of judging.”
We hope and pray that we get the opportunity to continue with
these events and again thank the Church leadership for ensuring
we have a safe environment for us to practice and share the faith.
We now look forward to the return of the Men's Faith Formation
sessions, which will kick-off this Monday at 7.30. If interested in
attending, please contact Joe Ayoub on 0411752993,

Family Committee

continue
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Lebanon Flour Appeal
Following the explasion
at the port of Beirut,
and even whilst in the
midst of a stage 4
COVID-19 lockdown,
the community of _
Our Lady of Lebanon in Melbourne did not forget our brothers
and sisters in Lebanon. The parish raised enough money to send
140 tonnes of flour to Caritas Lebanon to aid with the shortage of
flour due to the damage of the wheat silos in Beirut. Thank I5..f\r:1u
to our Maronite community in Victorial

Medical Aid to Lebanon - In August 2020, Our Lady of Lebanon
Heaven on Earth received a list of urgent medical needs from
Caritas Lebanon for the sick people in their care. Within a couple
of weeks, the first lot of medications, valued at around $28,000,
was sent via air freight to Lebanon. And a second shipment, with
medications valued at around 535,000, is also being prepared to
be sent by the end of September.

Beirut Disaster Relief Appeal -On the next day following the
explosion in Beirut, our Eparchy and Maronites on. Mission
Australia launched the Beirut Disaster Relief Appeal. To date, the
appeal has raised just over 5495,000, with 5215,000 being
allocated to home restoration projects in. collaboration with
Solidarity Lebanon; and a further $90,000 going to the teams of
Maronites on Mission in Lebanon who are also working on fixing
damaged homes and. businesses. 1000 mattresses for displaced
people were purchased and distributed to our Lebanese brothers
and sisters sleeping on concrete floors. Further, we provided
financial donations to -Philokalia and other medical and
charjtable organisations in Lebanon who were in need of urgent
assistance. These purchases and donations come to-a total of

'appréxlmatel'lv $107,000. A detailed report about this appeal will

be-made available when all the funds are allocated. You can
to: contribute to this cause by visiting
maranitesanmission.com. E

Containers of Aid to Lebanon - In collaboration with Maronites. .
on Mission Australia and Heaven on Earth, the Eparchy called for
a collection of essential items to be shipped to Lebanon. The
response was overwhelming and the generosity of our
community has exceeded all our expectations, filling 3 ‘large
shipping containers.

With the support of the Diocesan Faith and Light Committee, we
will be adding a fourth container to the shipment including
essential equipment for ‘people with special needs, such as
specialist beds and wheelchairs. We especially thank Maersk
Sthpmg for the donation of the mntamers and their shipping to
Lebanon

Donations to the Eparchy - In addition to all the appeals, many
generous donations were sent directly to the Maronite Eparchy
following the disaster in Beirut, totalling approximately $90,000.
After consultation with the College of Consultors, it was decided
to allocate these funds to support the World Patriarchal
Foundation for Integral Development in its campaign ‘Sawa La
Teb'a Beirut'. The campaign aims to repair 200 homes and 17
businesses on Pharaon Street in the Mar Mikhael district, as well
as provide financial aid to the families displaced in the area.

I thank you, once again, for your generous donations to our
Eparchy’s appeals and charitable causes. | also especially thank
the many volunteers including our youth and families within the
Maronite community who have spent endless hours and effort to -
make these charitable appeals a success. | join with you in
praying for our beloved Lebanon and our Lebanese brothers and
sisters that their suffering comes to an end saon. | also ask you to
pray for the Maronite Synod of Bishops who will be meeting in
the month of October, asking the Lord to inspire the shepherds of
the Maronite Church at this challenging and difficult fime to
guide the church and work for the service of the people of
Lebanon.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Vincent De Paul

Vincent de Paul was born in the small southern French town of Pouy (later renamed
Saint Vincent de Paul in his honour) on 24 April 1581 and ordained as a priest in 1600
at the age of 19.

As a young man he ministered to the wealthy and powerful. However an appointment
as chaplain to a poor parish, and to galley prisoners, inspired him to a vocation of
working with those most marginalised and powerless.

Vincent urged his followers to bring God’s justice and love to people who were unable
to live a full human life:

“Deal with the most urgent needs. Organise charity so that it is more efficient...teach reading and writing, educate with
the aim of giving each the means of self-support. Intervene with authorities to obtain reforms in structure... there is no
charity without justice.”

Vincent de Paul died in Paris on 27 September 1660 at the age of 79. He was canonised on 16 June 1737 and, in 1883, the
Church designated him as the special patron of all charitable associations.

The Society was named after Saint Vincent de Paul and follows his teachings and compassion for people in need. Saint
Vincent de Paul is the international patron of the Society. His feast day is celebrated on September 27.

LOVE THE POOR. HONOUR THEM,
MY CHILDREN, AS YOU WOULD
HONOUR CHRIST HIMSELF

KIDS ACTIVITIES

Matthew 24:1-14
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENTS
NETWORK PAGE St

Interested in becoming part of the
ORDER ONLINE FROM

Community Business Network Page? =
OLOL Giftshop

WAWW.OLOL.ORC.AU/GIFTSHOP
FREE DELIVERT FOR ONLINE ORDERS OVER $150

For $500 ONLY you ¢an promote
your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au

P (02) 8898 1536
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VOLUNTEERS |

Volunteers needed to help with the operation
1300 668 993 of OLOL Gift shop. For more info please contact

Dianne on 0450 263 511 or email giftshop@ololorg.au |

 BOOK A CENTRE TOUR |

$109/DAY  $104/DAY  $99/DAY

TOUNGACADEMICI.COM.AU

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: (A} All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George & Majid George (H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Robin Hawas (1) (1) Charbel
»§ labbour [K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef
= & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed
of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (0] (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T)
(U] (V) {W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X) (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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