Sunday 13 September 2020

HEGUUD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

OUR LII]\; OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in

themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt: “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was
praying thus, ‘God, | thank you that | am not like
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector. | fast twice a week; | give a
tenth of all my income. But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even look up to heaven,
but was beating his breast and saying, 'God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!’ | tell you, this man went
down to his home justified rather than the other; for
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all

who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Lk 18: 9-14

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

Tam. Bam & Gpm

Bam |Arabic) Wed Tam, Sam & 5:30pm (Arabic)
9:30am (English) Tpm [English Youth)
1iam (Ar/Eng) Sat 7:30am & Spm (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng)
Tpm (English) CONFESSIONS
By appaintmént
on weekdays

Brothers and sisters, | consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; for the creation was subjected to
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We
know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labour pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we
do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the
Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God,
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

Rom 8: 18-27

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Mon - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
&:30am (Arabic) Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 TET
?bm {English) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 0592
Divine Marcy followed by Rosary  Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 B24
Fri 7:30 pm Fr Barnard Assl 0411 511 807
Addoratian Mo Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016

Thursdays & pm - 9 pm Deacon Charbel DIb 0410 758 795

Live Streaming Through Soclal
Maedia

T

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

———————— |
How great is the mercy of
the Lord, and his
forgiveness for those who
return to him!

Sirach 17:29

PRAYER

Loving God,

in Your mercy we have
found forgiveness.

Help us to be generous in
sharing that forgiveness
with by
judging them
critiscising them. Help us
to show your
everyone we encouter,
Amen.

others, not

ar

love to

Parish Offlce: 9689 2850
Opening Hours:

Menday to Friday 9am - 4,30 pm
Saturday Bam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emalk: info@olol.org.au
Wabslte: www.oloLorg.au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



The Feast of the Holy Cross

Blessed Sunday to you all,

we have reached the port of the last Liturgical Season of the
Maronite Calender; the feast of the Glorious Cross. Each year this
season comes and each year this season goes. What exactly are
we learning from this season?

In his first letter to the Corinthians, 5t Paul tells us that God's
wisdom is different to the wisdom of the world. His strength is
different to the strength of the world. He has shamed the
wisdom and strength of those who think they are wise and
strong. And by what has He shamed them with. A Cross! this is
why the world cannot accept the message of the Cross. It
condracits their ideals of strength and wisdom. The Cross, for the
world, is not the ideal, it is the opposite of all human strength and
wisdom. In 5t John's Gospel, Jesus wanting to draw all people to
Himself says that in order to make it like He did we must become
like that small grain of wheat, dying and then rising to bear much
fruit. Again, quite contradictory to the world’s ideal of strength
and wisdom.

It is always through the weak and small that God is glorified. The
Cross once being a symbol of shame and weakness, punishment
and death has been chosen as the bridge to gaining eternal life.
Through this once symbol of shame, the Cross has become “the
power of God"”. Through it the Church signs, seals and confirms
the children of God. Through the Cross the Church forgives
sinners, unites man and woman on the altar, ordains priests,
brings to life the Body and Blood of Our Lord and anoints those
who are sick. It is the chosen symbol to give strength and wisdom
to God's children. It is the symbol by which the children of God
find refuge and comfort. When passing a Church or cemetry or
passng by an accident, or whether it is hearing something tragic
on the news the Cross or “esmisalib” followed by making the Sign
of the Cross is the prayer on every lip of the faithful that guards
and protects God’s children.

EXALTATION OF THE CROSS

This Monday we enter into the final S5eason of our Maronite

Liturgical Year, the Season of the Glorious Cross, which spans over
seven weeks. To commence the Season, we have the words of |

Jesus, ‘And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself’ (v32).

The Season of the Cross recalls the final chapter in Jesus’ earthly |
life, where he was lifted up onto a Cross and for centuries after |
people have been drawn to this sight. The ultimate sacrifice, the |

most expressive of scenes, the most deepest of symbols is the
crucifixion. God suffering on a Cross.

It is this horrendous suffering that speaks the unspeakable to
those who gaze on it. This suffering figure on the cross draws and
holds our gaze. It is the only scene that captures the messiness
and sorrow, distress and grief of suffering humanity and yet at the
same time it alone can offer hope and love.

The Cross, the one place where both despair and hope collide.
The place where suffering and compassion intersect. The one
place where death and life meet. It is the Cross with all its
torment, injustice, pain and cruelty, where our spirit can soar and
our love can embrace.

Yes, to end off a Liturgical Year with the Season of the Cross, is to
end off confronting the most powerful moments of our lives,
which through the Cross, unleashes in us the most powerful
capacity to rise above all things. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Cross is the perfect refuge to fly under in times of distress. It is
the faithful companion to have on our journey of faith. The Cross
is the giver of all happiness. It is the dispeller of all evil and
darkness. The Cross is the strength of the weak and the wisdom for
all those thirsting for righteousness. The Cross is the “ladder by
which we may get to heaven” - 5t Rose of Lima.

Of course, standing underneath the Cross is the Mother of
Sorrows, Our Lady. Her feast, is celebrated on the 15th of
September. She is the model for our Christian journey and
teaches us that through the Cross God's power is revealed. She is
the hand that halps us carry our own crosses and walks with us
this journey of faith.

Blessed Feast to you all!
Ann Boutros
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“Apart from the cross
there is no other ladder by
which we may get to heaven.”
—St. Rose of Lima
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In this Sunday's Gospel, the last of the Season of Pentecost for our
Maronite Church, 5t Luke writes about the story of the Pharisee
and the tax collector. The evangelist explicitly tells us that the Lord
addressed this parable “to those who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous and regarded others with contempt.” How
often these two features go together in us: it seems that the more
sure we are that we are good, the more we look down on others
as being bad. Of course, the true Christian way of thinking about
this is to be grateful for any good that we may able to do, and to
refrain from judging and condemning others. We want to have a

.good heart; one which thanks the Lord that we have had the
dpportunity to be of service to Him and to our brothers and
sisfaﬁ,

In the Qospel, the Pharisee was so focussed on his own good acts,

andcomparing himself to other people, that he did see the pride

inHis own heart. Not only did he not see himself as he really was,

}neither did he understand the tax collector. This sin is known as

“the sin of rash judgment or judgment by suspicion. It means a
quick judgment made on the basis of guesses, and can lead to
much antagonism between people. Do we often commit this sin?
Do we rush to judge based on half-truths?

On the other hand, the tax collector stayed in the background, and
was so ashamed of himself he did not raise his eyes to heaven, but
rather beat his breast — a sign of penitence — and prayed only this;
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” The Pharisee noticed the tax
collector, but the latter did not notice the Pharisee: his thoughts
were fixed on God. The tax collector showed humility and
repentance.

Friends, humility is the foundation of the Christian life. Why?
Because the humble man denies the "me", does not give in to
selfishness and is then filled with the humble and merciful love of
God. Only the humble man, filled with the love of God can truly
love others. Without humility, charitable love cannot be achieved,
that is'to say, a love that is not focused on oneself. This is why
humility s the foundation of Christian love and life.

PASTORALCORNER

Qur Committees have been innovative in their approaches in engaging
Parishioners and ensuring all are included. It has been great to see the
liveliness of our Parish, whether it be virtually or physically.

S

After a few tumultuous months, the Pastoral Council met on Monday 7
September to discuss the evolving state of our Parish. As many have
noticed, our Parish has taken a reform, becoming COVID Safe,
implementing procedures that will ensure the safety of our Parishioners
as well as the continuation of Masses and Services.

We would like to thank ALL our Committees and their Volunteers for all
their hard work in maintaining a COVID Safe environment within the
Parish. We would also like to thank ALL our Parishioners for assisting in
the transition by following the instructions of Our Parish, These have
been difficult times, and we ask for the continued cooperation in
listening to instructions given from our Clergy, Staff and Volunteers to
ensure our Parish remains open.

1

Although things may still look different, our mission is continually
progressing. We are still on the journey of salvation to God We pray
through the intercession of Our Mother that this pandemic will end, and
that restrictions will ease so we are all able to come back home, to our
Beloved Church, Our Lady of Lebanon.

Joanne Elias
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Let us not ever cease to apply the lessons from this Gospel to
ourselves. We become too divided from one another through
the pride of our hearts. We take the unimportant differences
between us as signs of our superiority but we are all equally
children of God. We are all infinitely precious to Him. We should -

~always remember this truth and act with charity, not only

through charitable giving, but also in the humility of our
thoughts, so that our hands are only acting from the fullness of
our hearts. ;

Child Protection Sunday — 13 September 2020

The Church in Australia dedicates the second Sunday of
September to Child Protection Sunday. On this Sunday, we
acknowledge the damage caused and make a commitment to
practices and protocols that create and maintain safe
environments for all people, especially children and other
people who are at risk.

On this day, we also affirm that the Maronite Eparchy of
Australia and its parishes and related organisations are
committed to the safety and wellbeing of all people, especially
minors and vulnerable individuals. Let us join each other in
prayer for the children and the vulnerable people who have
been hurt in any way, and let us work collaboratively to ensure
the happiness and confidence of every person, and foster an
environment of safety and protection.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

Gfs Shagha ahJ Sassine 15ﬂ\ geptemher

Saint Abramius, also called Shayna (which means protection), was from Antioch,
chief of a band of thieves. One day he wanted to rob a convent of nuns. He

and his fellows dressed up as monks and entered the convent to rob it.

The nuns received them in and one nun started washing his feet following
the customs of the time and the place in receiving

guests. One of the nuns was sick and paralyzed. She anointed herself with
the dirty wash water and was healed. When Abramius saw this miracle along
with the righteousness and holiness that reigned in this convent, he was so
moved and immediately touched by grace that he decided to repent and give up
his sinful way of life. At once he revealed his identity to the nuns and told
them about his purpose for entering their convent. And to prove that, he
showed them his hidden sword then put it in their hands to indicate
granting them protection; therefore he was nicknamed Shayna meaning
protection. He and his fellows became monks and ended their lives in works

of repentance and asceticism. Shayna became their prior in the monastery.
Through his guidance he converted a great number of pagans, then died in peace.

Saint Sassine was the bishop of the city of Cozikis. The governor of Cozikis arrested him. He bravely admitted his Christian
faith. The governor got angry and ordered him to offer up to idols. He refused and began demonstrating that pagan
worship and its superstitions are vain and that the Christian religion is the true religion. The governor raged and ordered
him to be tortured. They tied him to untamed horses until his body got smashed. Then he was whipped, but he held fast
in his faith. They threw him in prison shackled with iron cuffs. When King Constantine the great rose to power, he
defended the Church and liberated her from persecution; he released the holy bishop and restituted the bishopric seat to
him. When the Arius heresy appeared, and the first Nicene Council convened in the year 325, Sassine began debating the
followers of Arius and confuting them with his sound demonstrations. Then he returned to his seat spreading the
teachings of the Nicene Council. Galius was an enemy to Constantine and the Christians. He arrested bishop Sassine and
inflicted upon him the worst tortures. He was beheaded and dies around the year 328.

- Radiate His Light, Maronite Servants of Christ the Light

PARISH CAMERA

Our helping hands assisting
in packing containers of aid to
Lebanon. We are so humbled by
all of your support and efforts
in assisting our brothers and
sisters in our homeland
Lebanon. We pray for the
intercession of our Maronite
saints to pray for us and
Lebanon.



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 13th September: 16th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00 Rosary Prayer and Mass offered for Lebanon for the
apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima.

3:00 40 Day Salimeh Ghattas Loulou Taouk from Inata wife
of Romanos Assia Younan from Wadi Qannoubine.

5:00 One Year Laure Saad from Deir Janine.

Monday 14 September: Exaltation of the Cross

6:00 One year Josephine Chedid widow of the late Farid
Ghantous from Amyoun.

Tuesday 15 September:

6:00 One year Sayed Maroun Hadchiti from Hadchit.

Saturday 19 September:

6:00 40 Day Mikhael Harbieh from Zgharta.

Sunday 20 September: 1st Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00 One year George Chebat from Daraya.

5:00 40 Day Antonios Ibrahim from Fradiss.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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HARRIS PARK

$109/DAY $104/DAY $99/DAY

1300 668 993
YOUNGACADEMICI.COM.AU

*limitad pe ilabia

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) Helen George & Majid George (H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George (1) [J) Charbel Jabbour [K)
Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa
family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) {O) (P) (@) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen {T) (U) (V) (W)
Ray Wehbe Wehbe [X] (Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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