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THE GOSPEL

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he
went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the
table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having
learned that he was eafting in the Pharisee's house,
brought an alabaster jar of ointment, She stood behind
him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet
with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she
continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the
gintment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him
saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he
would have known who and what kind of woman this is
who is touching him — that she is a sinner.” Jesus spoke
up and said to him, “Simon, | have something to say to
you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “Speak.” “A certain creditor
had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and
the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled
the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love
him more?” Simon answered, "l suppose the one for
whom he cancelled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to
him, "You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the
woman, he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? |
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet,
but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried
them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the
time | came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You
did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my
feet with ointment. Therefore, | tell you, her sins, which
were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves
little.” Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” But
those who were at the table with him began to say
among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives
sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved

you; go in peace.”

Lk 7: 36-50
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

Tam. Bam & Gpm

Bam |Arabic) Wed Tam, Sam & 5:30pm (Arabic)
9:30am (English) Tpm [English Youth)
1iam (Ar/Eng) Sat 7:30am & Spm (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng)
Tpm (English) CONFESSIONS
By appaintmént
on weekdays

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To
the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
We always give thanks to God for all of you and
mention you in our prayers, constantly emembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and
labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our
message of the gospel came to you not in word only,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your sake. And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy inspired
by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to
all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the
word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
your faith in God has become known, so that we
have no need to speak about it. For the people of
those regions report about us what kind of welcome
we had among you, and how you turned to God from
idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead
— lesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is
coming.

1Thess 1: 1-10

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Mon - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
&:30am (Arabic) Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 TET
?bm {English) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 0592
Divine Marcy followed by Rosary  Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 B24
Fri 7:30 pm Fr Barnard Assl 0411 511 807
Addoratian Mo Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016

Thursdays & pm - 9 pm Deacon Charbel DIb 0410 758 795

Live Streaming Through Soclal
Maedia

T

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

S
A Catholic may sin and sin as
badly as anyone else, but no
genuine Catholic ever denies
he is a sinner. A Catholic
wants his sins forgiven - not
excused or sublimated.
Fulton J. Sheen

PRAYER

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for the gift of a
father who has been an
inspiration through his love
and dedication. Just as you
sent Your Son to show the
world Your love for us as a
father, we pray that You will
send Your Spirit upon all
dad’s that they may be
strengthened as they strive
to guide and support their
families. Amen.

Parish Offlce: 9689 2850
Opening Hours:

Menday to Friday 9am - 4,30 pm
Saturday Bam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emalk: info@olol.org.au
Wabslte: www.oloLorg.au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD A Message of Love and Hope

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

God is love! This is what the fifteenth Sunday of the Season of
Pentecost is bearing witness to. In today’s Gospel, we find our
Lord Jesus treating the sinful woman with love, not according to
the social traditions or prejudices. Therefore, the Lord wants to
say to us, simply, that love is an acquired right for every repentant
and everyone who seeks forgiveness. With this great love, the
Lord meets us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation when we come
to Him asking for forgiveness.

God’s love for us is also manifested in Saint Paul's letter to the
Thessalonians where the Apostle describes us as God's beloved
people and speaks about the labour of our love for the sake of the
Lord. Love toils then, seeks and labours as it is the first
characteristic of God, through which He chose us and saved us
with His free grace. God calls every faithful to live their faith with
love and steadfastness. Perhaps the latest example for such love is
His Holiness Pope Francis who called the Universal Church to pray
for Lebanon and to devote Friday as a day of prayer and fasting for
all those who were affected by Beirut’s explosion and are going
through a very difficult crisis as a result.

We all shared with the Universal Church and the whole world in
this mission of hope that Pope Francis had launched. The world
remembered, thanks to this call, that “Lebanon is a MESSAGE", a
description given to our beloved country by Saint Pope John Paul
Il. In fact, the message is us, the people of Lebanon, the message
of courage, faith, and hope for all the world. Resilience is our
nature, and our determination is tireless. We are a people that
persevere amid all trials, always seeking to be truthful to the
values that help us to be the best version of ourselves as God has
created us to be.

Our merciful and loving Father has not abandoned us. Hence,
with Saint Paul we ask "Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?

DEBTS ARE FORGIVEN

Luke places this story of the ‘sinful woman’ early on in the Gospel
unlike the other three evangelists who place the account just
before the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus.

No one else in the Gospels is portrayed with such charged
emotion and powerful humility as the woman in today’s Gospel.
The beautiful act of self-giving love is received with great
admiration by lesus who publicly acknowledges her not as a
sinner, but as woman with great ability to display love and faith.

lesus asks Simon, ‘Do you see this woman?’ (7:44). Can we truly !

see the other or do our previous perceptions colour our views?

Can we see the potential and goodness, the sorrow and regret !

that dwell in the hearts of others? lesus asks us to look beyond
the scars to see the possibilities, to see the person made in God’s
own image, whether female or male.

Jesus tells the story of two debtors, pointing out that the one
whose greater debt was cancelled would show greater love. He
implies this woman had the greater debt cancelled. On the other
hand there were those at table who grumbled about Jesus as if
they had no debts that needed cancelling, no sins to be forgiven.

One may well challenge the assumption that the woman was
sinful. Was it not Simon the Pharisee and his guests, who failed to
love lesus like this woman did, who failed to recognise his power
to forgive, and who failed to appreciate that their debts were
wiped clean? The woman in her actions has wiped clean any sins
she may have had and offers herself totally to God. May we follow
her example. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

In all these things we are more
than conquerors through him
who loved us. For | am convinced
that neither death, nor life,

nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Rom 8:35-38). Remember my dear parishioners, God is with us
and the gates of hell will not prevail against us. The crosses we
carry now are bridges to our eternal Peace and Joy in the
Resurrection of Life. Despite everything, we find that love and
hope are God's plan for us. Who has ever lived this love and hope
with such depth more than our Mother the Virgin Mary whom we
celebrate her birthday on Tuesday 8th September. This woman was
chosen by the Divine Will and God's love to achieve the great
mystery, the mystery of the love of God through His Son Jlesus
Christ. She is a mother with distinction who accompanied her Son
throughout all the stages of His life, and on the way of the cross,
suffering with sorrow as she was seeing her Son being condemned
to death and dying on the cross. She is the same woman who was
the first to rejoice in His glorious resurrection from the tomb, when
he conquered death with the hope of resurrection and new life.
Mary is calling us today to take the answer to all those who ask us
about the reason for our joy, hope, resurrection and life in these
circumstances, to tell them that the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
is our source, our path and our hope towards our heavenly home.
0O Mary, the daughter of our good land, intercede for us with your
Son Jesus.

With this hope and love, we are resuming our spiritual and
pastoral activities in the parish. We need, however, to abide by the
all the instructions and social distancing rules so we can look after
the safety of each other and the safety of our parish. | urge you to
cooperate with us in this regard. Also, do not forget the act of love
and charity toward our brothers and sisters who were affected by
Beirut’s explosion. You can make your donation through the parish
office, Heaven on Earth, the Eparchy or any other means, so we
can prove that indeed, nothing can separate us from the love of
Christ. Father Tony Sarkis

| What inspired you to begin serving
1in our parish?

;| am blessed to have born and raised
'in a faithful family. My parents made
Isure that my siblings and | knew how
limportant our faith is. The person
'who inspired me to be more involved
tin our parish would be my Mother
las she led by example and was involved in the parish when | was
Iyounger

i Why Fersen and what is your role?

iFersen Al Adra has played a big part of my childhood, |
iremember | looked up to my Fersen leaders as role models when
i1 was a child. Through their teachings | was able | learn more

1 about God and my faith. | am the leader | am today is because of
1them and to be able to teach children about our Maronite faith
;and to help them grow in faith and stay closer to God is a
Ehlessing-

]

 How have you drawn yourself closer to God during this

; pandemic?

i When the Parish first closed its doors due to the pandemic, |
Istruggled to accept it, as the parish is my home and a place
'where | find peace and comfort. Through prayers and by

| participating in the live stream masses | was able to stay
Iconnected to God as God is always with us and lives within us
tregardless of these challenging times.



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today is a special day for families in Australia celebrating Father’s
Day. On this day, we pray for and thank God for all the dads, for the
commitments they make in our world to defend the most
vulnerable and to care for their families. We pray for every man
who fulfils the role of a father and for fathers who are separated or
deprived of their children. We are grateful for good fathers who
understand their immense role and fulfil their mission in the heart
of this world and ask the Lord to bless every father and
grandfather Happy Father’s Day!

"'51_ Luke tells us, in this Sunday’s Gospel, about the Lord being
anoipted by a sinful woman at the house of Simon the Pharisee.

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to
himself “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is
touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinneg”
sus, knowing what’s in the heart and mind of Simon, pointed out
“to him what he had missed: the depth of the woman's sorrow. We
need so much courage to seek forgiveness, and we need sincerity
and repentance to go to Confession with sorrow for our sins. Trust
in the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness led the woman to Jesus, and it
should be the same for us.

It is important to learn both from this woman and from the
example of Simon: being sincere and courageous, like she was, and
not putting on a show like Simon did, hiding the suspicion and
doubts in our hearts.

The Lord then turns to the woman and tells her that her sins were
forgiven. He was implying that He had authoerity to forgive them.
Only God can forgive sins, because sin is an offence against God.
Jesus used the form of words which the priests in the Maronite
Church use today: “Your sins are forgiven” Priests, and even
bishops, do not say: “I forgive you,” for only God forgives — and we
declare what God has done. :

L
4
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PASTORAL C

These past few weeks have seen our Eparchy gathering items
of aid for Lebanon. It is not too late to donate and to support
this appeal. For more information please check the
announcements section of the newsletter for items to be
collected and the drop off areas and contact people
responsible. Please ensure all items that are being donated
are IN NEW CONDITION. Please we ask you, if you are not
willing to wear it, do not donate it. ,
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD .-
Proverbs 19:17

Pope Francis had invited all people to fast and pray for |
Lebanon on the 4th September, marking one month since |

the explosion at the port of Beirut. Let us always remember
Lebanon in our prayers.

For all our fathers, we wish you a blessed Fathers Day. We
thank you for all your work in providing for the flock
entrusted to you. To all our priests, fathers, uncles,
godfathers and grandfathers may the Heavenly Father guide
you and continue to support you so that you may lead all
those entrusted to You, to Heaven.

Your Parish Family

ORNER

This Sunday’s Gospel is about appearance and reality,
repentance and hypocrisy It teaches us that we need to look
below the surface to the truth; not only the truth about other -
people, not only the truth of our own hearts, but ultimately to
the truth about God. He made Himself known through His Only
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. He waits for us to come to Him
sorrowful for our sins not because we have been found out, but
because sin offends the goodness of God. To truly repent for our
sins is to welcome God back into our lives with the kiss of
friendship, to wash His feet with tears of repentance and to
anoint His head with our love and trust.

The Centennial of the Declaration of Greater Lebanon
The 1st of September marked the 100th anniversary of the
declaration of the State of Greater Lebanon. 100 years on this
declaration, the mood in Lebanon could not be more sombre.
The culmination of decades of crisis, mismanagement and
endemic corruption, have left the Lebanese people marking this
centennial with sadness rather than joy, with despair instead of
hope, and with a fear of what the future holds. On this
anniversary, we pray for Lebanon, for its people and its leaders.
We pray for change, for hope and for a better tomorrow. We also
need to work for this better tomorrow; in unity and hand in
hand. )

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

The Repentance of the Sinful Woman
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
Sf, Moﬂwer Tere'sa o)( Cal-cuﬂa

The remarkable woman who would be known as Mother Teresa began life named Agnes Gonxha
Bojaxhiu. Born on August 26, 1910 in Skopje, she was the youngest child born to Nikola and Drane
Bojaxhiu. Receiving her First Communion at the age of five, she was confirmed in November
1916. Her father died while she was only eight years old leaving her family in financial straits.

Gonxha's religious formation was assisted by the vibrant Jesuit parish of the Sacred Heart in

which she was very involved as a youth. Subsequently moved to pursue missionary work,

Gonxha left her home in September 1928 at the age of 18 to join the Institute of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, known as the Sisters of Loreto, in Ireland. She received the name Sister Mary Teresa after
St. Therese of Lisieux.

It was on September 10, 1946 during a train ride from Calcutta to Darjeeling for her annual retreat, that Mother Teresa
received her "inspiration, her call within a call." On that day, in a way she would never explain, Jesus' thirst for love and
for souls took hold of her heart and the desire to satiate His thirst became the driving force of her life. By means of
interior locutions and visions, Jesus revealed to her the desire of His heart for "victims of love" who would "radiate His
love on souls." "Come be My light,"'He begged her. "l cannot go alone."

Jesus revealed His pain at the neglect of the poor, His sorrow at their ignorance of Him and His longing for their love.
He asked Mother Teresa to establish a religious community, Missionaries of Charity, dedicated to the service of the
poorest of the poor.

St. Teresa of Calcutta was canonized by SPREAD LOVE EVERYWHERE YOU GO
Pope Francis on September 4, 2016 in a )

ceremony that was witnessed by tens LET NO ONE EVER COME TO YOU
of thousands of people, including WITHOUT LEAVING HAPPIER.
1,500 homeless people across Italy.

Wather Tenesa

PARISH CAMERA

Pope Francis kisses
5 the Lebanese flag
; and announces a
day of fasting and
prayer for Lebanon
on the 4th
September 2020




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 6 September: 15th Sunday of Pentecost - Father’s Day
11:00 40 Day Charbel Elias El Kadi from Andket

5:00 40 Day Marie Salim Bayssari from Hawara wife of
Ibrahim Gergi Saiid from Ghbale - Beirut.

Tuesday 8th September: The Birth of Mary

6:00 One-year Joseph Badih Habkouk from Ban.
Thursday 10th September

6:00 Simon Michel Raad from Serail (died in Lebanon).
Saturday 12th September

6:00 40 Day Bahiya Youssef Salloum widow of the late
Youssef Kamil Saber from Kherbet — Qanafar.

Sunday 13th September: 16th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00 Rosary Prayer and Mass offered for Lebanon for the
apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima.

3:00 40 Day Salimeh Ghattas Loulou Taouk from Inata wife
of Romanos Assia Younan from Wadi Qannoubine.

5:00 One Year Laure Saad from Deir Janine.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS
NETWORK PAGE

HARRIS PARK

L - —

$109/DAY $104/DAY $99/DAY

1300 668 993
YOUNGACADEMICI.COM.AU

*limited positions available

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

$5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) Helen George & Majid George [H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Jabbour Assad Haddad &
Hanne Jabbour Haddad & Assad Jabbour Haddad & Amine Tannous Haddad & Samyia Amine Haddad (1) {J) Charbel Jabbour [K)
. Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Zahia Tannous Kostantin (L} (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter
) Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all
faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa, Khalil & Lamia Mourched (N} {O) (P) {Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe and his Parents (X) (Y) Mrs
Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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