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THE GOSPEL

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a
certain village, where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lords feet and
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my
sister has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things; there is
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken away from
her”

Lk 10: 38-42

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

Tam. Bam & Gpm

Bam |Arabic) Wed Tam, Sam & 5:30pm (Arabic)
9:30am (English) Tpm [English Youth)
1iam (Ar/Eng) Sat 7:30am & Spm (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng)
Tpm (English) CONFESSIONS
By appaintmént
on weekdays

THE EPISTLE

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our
coming to you was not in vain, but though we had
already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or
impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of
the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but
to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as
God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery
or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from
mortals, whether from you or from others, though we
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we
were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for
her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we
are determined to share with you not only the gospel of
God but also our own selves, because you have become
very dear to us. You remember our labour and toil,
brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we
might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you
the gospel of God. You are witnesses, and God also, how
pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward you
believers. As you know, we dealt with each one of you
like a father with his children, urging and encouraging
you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who
calls you into his own kingdom and glory. We also
constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you
received the word of God that you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is,
God's word, which is also at work in you believers.
1Thess 2: 1-13

T

FOURTEENTH
SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

You must accept your cross; if
you bear it courageously, it
will carry you to heaven.

St. John Vianney

Heavenly Father,

in a world so full of chaos
and distractions help us to
keep our eyes fixated on
You. May Your Holy Spirit
fill us with Your abundant
graces to help us on the
road to holiness. Led by
Your Spirit, may we spread
Your love wherever we go.
Amen.

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
e Fr Tony Sarkls (Dean): 0433 211 248 Parlsh Offlce: 9659 2859
e Fr Youwakim Noujalm 0406 060 445 3
Mon - Sat Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787 Opening Hours:
8:30am (Arabic) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454 Menday to Friday 9am - 4.30 pm
Tpm (English) Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092 Saturday 8am - 1 pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary  Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
Fri 7:30 pm Fr Bernard Assl 0411 811 807 Fax: 0680 2068
Adoration Hour: Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258 Emalk: info@uolol.org au

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Thursdays & pm - 9 pm Deacon Charbel DIb 0410 758 795
Live Streaming Through Soclal

Media Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410

Wabslte: www.oloLorg.au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883

524 3315



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

Welcome to the fourteenth Sunday of the Season of the
Pentecost. | wish you all a happy and blessed day.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us to choose the best part available
to us, that is to listen carefully to His word, proclaim it and work
seriously on it, not for ourselves or our own glory but for the glory
of God who knows the heart of the human. Hence a question:
who can | be? Who am I?

Mary? Or Martha? Today’s human in general, and the faithful in
particular, is like a cluster of concerns and anxieties about the
future and jealousy of the other. “They engage in many things” in
the hope of achieving the desired happiness but find themselves
again in the midst of frustration and dissatisfaction more than
before. Because of our tension, our damaged nerves and our fear
of emptiness, we have become people with special needs, in
need of reassurance and inner peace in order for our vision to
become clear. We need to be Mary after being Martha so we
know how to put what we have in the hands of God to be filled
with His light in that holy silence by listening to His word, the only
thing that we need before we can start anew. As for fear, it is
when we surrender to the cycle of our many preoccupations and
forget the essence. The most dangerous thing though is to see
ourselves alone in the midst of the whirlwind and seek to attract
others to it under the pretence of working for the better, as
Martha did when she said to the Lord “tell her to help me”! As if
what she was doing was the best in her view. She definitely lost
the compass! Unfortunately, the whirlwind is truly contagious
because its justifications are attractive. Most of us strive to
achieve what they see as the best in order to attract people’s
attention to them so their popularity expands and their
reputation extends for their good works, but as soon as they
cease working they are counted among those whose date has

expired!
MARTHA AND MARY

Martha and Mary, offered hospitality and a listening ear, allowing
lesus to feel at home. Jesus is comfortable among his women
friends and the one who is known for teaching and healing,
comes to their home to rest, eat and talk.

Martha welcomes Jesus ‘into her home’ [10:38). She is sister,
hostess, servant of Christ, and disciple.

Mary ‘sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying’
Elﬂ: 9). How many experiences did Jesus know of people who
ailed to listen or understand, or who deliberately misheard or
misinterpreted his words, or who bluntly refused to hear him, or
wanted to challenge, question or ridicule him? Yet in this house,
Mary listens to what he has to say. She was a woman who
provided space and time to Jesus.

Martha's weiqumin%lljecepﬁon of Jesus is an act of faith, matching
Ma !'::st‘llstenmg to him speak.” Each receives lesus but there are
conflicts.

Martha ‘misses the point’ of her hospitable activity. Jesus makes
no move to help serve, he also shows no interest in being served.
Dinner can wait. Yet Mary can also fall into the opposite trap of
being a disciple so intently focussed on Jesus’ words that she
does not do what is called for.

In preparing the meal, one sets the table for a deeper
npAanrtunltytn engage with the person. The Jareparatlon of meals,
reflects a warm husgitalil:yr, but women need to also get out of the
kitchen and sit at table to share the meal, to be present as people
share their stories while eating, and join in laughter while guests
are drinking.

Martha must be Martha, but must also become Mary, where she

can serve but also sit and eat and enjoy the company of the one

who has been made to feel welcomed and comfortable. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Who Can | Be?

Who Am I?

Who can | be? Our time is witnessing a
frightening human rupture that is almost
taking us back to the law of the jungle
where the greatest value has been

lost, the value of God's presence in the
human who is carrying something from
the spirit and person of the Creator.

The compass has been lost, and

there is nothing but the preoccupation to '
achieve what has been imposed by the oppressive human desire
that is dominating the mind, heart and feeling. Hence, having faith
in life in the shadow of the Almighty One has become a sin,
unconditional love is now something to be mocked, and the
pursuit of stability, peace and life with dignity is humiliation.
Where has all this come from? From nowhere but from within the
human being himself, from the terrible emptiness in which his
heart lives, allowing the echo of any strange sound to echo in it.
What is more shrewd than the voice of evil to fill such emptiness?
The evil one takes hold of the human weakness and exploits it to
confuse the human and blind his mind, taking him away from his
reality and God’s plan of salvation, causing him to fall.

Who is better? Of course, there should not be a comparison
between the life of service and work on the one hand and the life
of prayer, reflection and listening on the other hand. There must
be harmony and complete coherence between them. Whatever
we do, if it is not based on love, it becomes a hostage to temporary
desires. Furthermore, if it is not based on prayer and on a
conscious faith grounded on listening to the word in order to reach
perfection of love in work and service, we then risk to be lost and
melted into unforgiving materialism. We always strive to make our
lives an expression of the love of God, who is life in fullness.
Hence, | am not Martha only, nor Mary alone. Each one of us is a
son or daughter loved by God who is love. Let us love, pray and
serve until we melt in His light as gold of unending joy and giving.

Father Tony Sarkis

!:She is what God wanted us all to be, she speaks of herself as the
:Eternal blueprint in the Mind of God, the one whom God loved
l before she was a creature. She is even pictured as being with Him
' not only at creation but also before creation. She existed in the
:Divine Mind as an Eternal Thought before there were any
:rncthers, She is the Mother of mothers — she is the world’s first
1 love.

- Venerable Fulton Sheen
The World’s First Love Mary, Mother of God p17



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we read about the Lord’s visit to the
house of Martha and Mary. 5t Luke tells us that Mary
remained by the Lord’s side, and at his feet, listening to His
teaching. Meanwhile, Martha was busy attending to the
guests and taking care of hospitality. She was exasperated
and finally approached the Lord, and asked Him why he
appiared not to care that Mary had left Martha to do all the
work.

Dur Lgrd replied to her by calling her name twice: “Martha,
Martha'
other agcasion, when the Lord was strengthening Simon
Peter,does He call anyone by name twice. It would appear to
be a'very gentle way of speaking: of assuring Martha that He
is,considerate and conscious of her feelings.

And what is He saying to her? He does not tell her that she
has no right to complain, or that she is unimportant. He says,
rather, not to lose sight of the most important thing in her
life: being in the presence of God. If she was serving the
people who were there to hear Jesus, then what she was
doing was praiseworthy: she was making it possible for them
to receive the Gospel. This is a wonderful thing, and is a
virtue. When Our Lord spoke to Martha, he was not saying
that what she was doing was wrong, but that she was
anxious while doing it. Her service should have been a joy,
but she was making it a worry.

It is appropriate that on this Sunday, when we remember
Martha and Mary, that we should also remember Blessed
Estephan Nehme. Blessed Estephan was a brother of the
Lebanese Maronite Order, who died just over eighty years in
1938, &

PASTORAL CORNER

Although our parish may be COVID safe it is nonetheless a safe place and
a working place for her committees to continue to glorify God.
Throughout this blessed month of August dedicated to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary we have seen and heard the devastating explosion that
rocked not only the Lebanese people living in Lebanon, but the Lebanese
people living abroad. As a result of this tragedy two initiatives were set by

(Luke 10:41). This is very unusual. On only one

And this is the whole story of Blessed Estephan: he chose -
the Lord, and was always aware that he was in the sight of
God. He was famous for saying: “God is watching me.” Like
both Martha and Mary, he was sometimes at work in the
monastery fields, and he was sometimes at prayer in the
monastery church. The two sides of life, the active and the
contemplative go together to provide us with the fullness
of life.

The story of Martha and Mary makes us ask ourselves:
“We know God is watching us, but are we watching him?”

We learn from these saints, Mary, Martha and Blessed
Estephan, that we can be at work and yet remember God.
Our eyes can be on the physical work before us, but our
souls can be turned to God at the same time.

It can be very helpful to work like this. | can dedicate my
day to God, and | can say a little prayer before undertaking
a task such as doing the washing up or cleaning the floor.
Then, as | work at it, it is a work | do for love of Him, and
for love of my family. | can then be without complaint,
without self-pity, without worry.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

our own Eparchy to help raise funds for those affected. Maronites on Mission and Heaven on Earth are twu initiatives set
up this month to help those in need, recovering from the affects of the explosion. These two initiatives are still running.
Their contact and donation details are found in the announcement section of the newsletter. During this month, following
the explosion a prayer appeal was launched encouraging parishioners to “Light a Candle for Lebanon”. This resource can
be found on the parish website.

The Feast of the Assumption saw our parish embrace the theme “Mary Queen of Peace and Icon of Hope”. The week saw
our parish gather around the Eucharistic table for Mass as well as listen to talks in the Church; an Arabic talk led by Fr Tony
and an English talk led by Deacon Charbel.

Committees such as Family of Divine Word, Holy Communion and Fersen continue to run online via live streaming and
Zoom.

As we prepare ourselves for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross let us always look to the Holy Cross as a testimony of
hope and love to guide us so as one parish family we glorify God always.
Your Parish Family



SAINT OF THE WEEK
Bf—essed Este-phen N ehme

On the holy ground of Lebanon, Brother Estephan Nehme saw the light, under the wings of the
Maronite Church he grew up and in the care of the Lebanese Order he was raised.

He was inspired by the spirit of worship and the motivation of holiness transferring them in his

turn to upcoming generations. Born in Lehfed, on March 8th, 1889, his parents named him

Youssef. Growing up, he preferred to not to be very sociable, even among family.On the contrary,
he preferred to stay at home and pray late at night. Afterwards, he went to bed and repeated:
"God can see me, God can see me. lesus, Mary and Saint

Joseph, help me at the moment of death.”

In 1905, when he was 16 year old, Youssef left his parental house heading to the Monastery of

Saints Cyprian and lustine in Kfifane in order to become monk. Eight days later, he wore the novices’ cassock and took the name
of “Estephanos”. On August 23rd, 1907, the Superior of the Convent, Father Youssef Saker from Kfoun, blessed the simple vows
of Brother Estephan who wore the novices’ cassock. Afterwards, B. Estephan spent a 31 year monastic life.

Brother Estephan was a “worker monk”. He worked in the fields and gardens of the monastery, carrying his childhood motto of
“God sees me"” in all his efforts. Brother Estephan had a pious life that ended virtuously at the Monastery of Saints Cyprian and
Justine, on August 30th, 1938. This dear monk passed away at the age of 49. He deceased full of holiness and graces. His work in
the field as well as his presence in the different convents, were printed by his humanitarian, Christian and monastic spirit. His
prints are still alive and still shining until present. Brother Estephan was buried in the tomb of monks in the monastery of Kfifane.
On March 10th, 1951, while monks were burying the late Father Youssef Souraty who spent his sunset in this convent, they found
the body of Brother Estephan non decayed.

Then, he was moved to a new tomb where he lays today and where visitors seek his intercession or ask the grace of healing.
Brother Estephan was recognized blessed on the altar of the Lord on June 27th, 2010 at the Monastery of Saints Cyprian and
Justine in Kfifane.

GOD CAN SEE ME!

Brothher Eatephien Nehme

PARISH CAMERA
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory; All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) [G) Helen George & Majid George [H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour [K)
Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Toufic Khoury (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki,
Youssef 8 Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, lamal Moussa 8 all faithful
departed of Moussa family Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa [N) (O) (P} (Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen (T) Chehade Geryes Bashous Taouk and his deceased family (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) {Y) Mrs Sayde Simaan
Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi {Z)
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