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THE GOSPEL

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has
looked with favour on the lowliness of his
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name. His
mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry
with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever.”

Lk 1: 46-55

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

Tam. Bam & Gpm

Bam (Arabic) Wed Tam, 9am & 5:30pm (Arabic)
9:30am (English) Tpm (English Youth)
11am (Ar/Eng) Sat 7:30am & Gpm (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng)
Tpm (English) CONFESSIONS
By appointment
on weekdays

Sunday 16 August 2020
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and Sisters, let love be genuine; hate

what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints,
extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

Rejoice with those whorejoice, weep with those

who weep.
Rom 12: 9-15

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
Hosiir Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Mon - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
8:30am (Arabic) Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 TET
7om (English) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

E Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary  Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
Fri 7:30 pm Fr Bernard Assl 0411 811 807
Addoratian Mo Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 T35 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 018

Thursdays & pm - 9 pm Deacon Charbel DIb 0410 758 795

Live Streaming Through Soclal
Maedia

THE ASSUMPTION
OF THE VIRGIN

If you invoke the Blessed
Virgin when you are tempted,
she will come at once to your
help, and Satan will leave

you,

St. John Vianney

PRAYER

)
Queen of Heaven and Earth,
we beg you to intercede for
our beloved homeland and
to protect your children of
Lebanon. God has favoured
you above all creatures, and
so we beseech you to
implore His Mercy on our
behalf, O Blessed Mother,
Our Lady of Lebanon, pray

for us. Amen.

Parish Offlce: 9689 2850
Opening Hours:

Menday to Friday 9am - 4,30 pm
Saturday Bam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emalk: info@olol.org.au
Wabslte: www.oloLorg.au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we continue our journey in the Season of Pentecost, our
Universal Church and our parish celebrate the Feast of the
Assumption of our Mother Mary in body and soul into heaven. The
Church has started celebrating this important feast in our Marian
life since the Assumption was declared a dogma of the faith by
Pope Pius Xl in 1950.

While the joy of the feast is missing from our parish this year with
the lack of traditional celebrations and gatherings due to the
measures undertaken to stop of the spread of COVID-19, we still
have great hope in overcoming the current challenges. Hope is
intrinsic to our faith. We draw our strength from Mary and her
example. Although her heart was pierced with the sharp sword of
bitter suffering, she united her suffering with the passion of her Son
to obtain with him the gift of the resurrection. Hence, as Jesus was
the First to be risen from the dead, Mary was the First to receive
salvation.

We draw our hope from Mary's hymn “My soul magnifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.” Hers is the hymn of the
Church everywhere in the world, the hymn of the saints whom we
only know some of them while we have no knowledge of most of
them as they are countless: fathers, mothers, missionaries, priests,
monks, nuns, youth, children, grandfathers and grandmothers who
faced the life challenges by embracing their cross with joy and
courage, with hearts full of hope, as we are now doing in a world
full of surprises.

In the shadow of Mary and under the banner of her hymn, we
continue our journey and live. Do not let anyone or anything steal
this hope from you. Hope is a gift from God that makes us move
forward in our journey while lifting up our eyes to heaven, where
Mary the Icon of Hope is. And because she is the lcon of Hope, she
is always close to us, close to our brothers and sisters, enduring
with us and singing with us the hymn of hope.

WOMEN

The feast of the Assumption is celebrated on 15 August. We recall
Mary's entry into heaven body and soul. The Gospel passage !
allocated to this Sunday is the Canaanite woman'’s faith. In both |
occasions we are presented with women who are strong !
witnesses of faith in God.

Mary, the Mother of God, is our best example of human faith in
God. She dedicated her entire life to the Word. She enfolded it,
lived it and suffered it. Mary knew the highs of joy and the lows af
sorrow. She allowed God to guide her in all she said and did.
Nothing was impossible for God and Mary handed herself over
into God's hands. She allowed God's will to be done.

In this Sunday’s Gospel we also read about the faith of the !
Canaanite woman. She knew the joys of motherhood but also the
sorrows as she witnessed her daughter, ‘tormented by a demon’
(v22). She persevered in her faith even when all seemed so
helpless. She begged and pleaded with Jesus, that ‘even the dogs |
eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table’ (v27). The
Canaanite woman was determined to save her daughter, no
matter what it would cost her.

Both Mary and the Canaanite woman, women of strong faith,

both experiencing the anguish of parenthood but willing to
dedicate their lives for God's will to be done. Both persistent in

their faith, open to God’'s mercy and desiring the grace of God.

In this feast of the Assumption may there always be women ready
to face challenges of life by turning to the loving God. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

My soul magnifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour

' I'm sure many of us felt elated when the

Therefore, we can see and
experience how Mary, whao is full
of grace, expresses her joy and
gives thanks to God for making
her the mother of His Son,
despite everything she had to
endure. Do we imitate her?

We are called today, in this blessed
feast, to make a new step in our faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, by followig the
example of Mary in her poverty,
humility and endurance, without
relying on our own capacities and
abilities which are worthless without the
presence of the Lord in our lives.

In this blessed occasion, and on behalf of
my brother priests, | would like to
thank all parishioners for abiding by the
COVID measures and directives. | would
like also to thank the volunteers for
coming to the church everyday to help
us in keeping the numbers and apply the
directives.

Mother Mary, Queen of Peace and Icon of Hope, by your
assumption into heaven, you watch over all humankind,
interceding for them to obtain eternal salvation. Intercede for us
so we receive the peace of your Son in our world today,
wherever we are, in order to be the apostles of hope, spreading
the joy of the resurrection and the greatness of the hope of God
to all humans. Amen.

Father Tony Sarkis

church opened its doors to welcome the
parnshmners back once the COVID
restrlctlcns started to ease. Being in
the house of Our Lord, smelling the
| incense, seeing our dear clergy and
'fnends whom we have missed
| immensely and hearing the word of God being prm:lalmed made
i me reflect on the importance of gatherings in God’s house. So
yunless you're someone who needs to stay home for health
I reasons, here are some reasons why it is important to return to
 the church:
i 1.The church is one body: The bible teaches us that the church is
i Christ’s body on earth (Eph 1:22-23). Each believer is a different
;budy part, but we are intricately knitted together (Eph 4:15-16).
| i God has gifted us eyes, ears, hands and feet that each plays their
i part in the body’s growth and mission.
1 2.We're a Spiritual Family: In the church, God is our adoptive
{ Father, so we're all spiritual siblings — God's “household” {1 Tim
1 3:15). As such, we must be faithful during this season to reach
! out to those who can't safely join us.
| 3.Receiving the Eucharist: To be able to exchange the covenant
' of love that exists between our Heavenly Father and us and to
t consume the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, was the
i first thing my heart and soul longed for when returning to
:-:hurch, The Eucharist is the Source of Grace and the Source of
i Growth in faith, hope and love.
God Bless You
Rana Baraz



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP 127+ SupAY OF PENTECOST — FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Catholic Church celebrates on the 15th of August the Feast
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the oldest
Marian Feast. It is a day to contemplate the most authentic
beauty, the beauty of holiness.

Mary was taken up body and soul into Heaven and this shows
us that there is room in God for man. Jesus tells us that God
himself is the house with many rooms for us. God is man’s
home. “Heaven is no longer a very remote sphere unknown to
us. We have a mother in Heaven. And the Mother of God, the
Muthbg of the Son of God, is our Mother... Heaven is open,
Heaven-fyas a heart” (Pope Benedict XVI, 2005).

The sother lesson that Mary, the Holy Ark who bears the
presence of God, tells us is that, in every human there is room
fdr God. This presence of God in us is so important for bringing
forward light to the world. Mary is the perfect example of a
woman filled with God who radiated Him to the world.

We Maronites have always had a unique devotion to Our Lady.
When we walk the roads of Lebanon, her statue is to be found
in shrines all along the streets and highways. Her great hymn,
the “Ya Oum Allah” could almost be described as our Maronite
anthem. We honour her in every village and entrust to her our
land, our families and our lives. She is Our Lady of Lebanon.

Today, Lebanon and his people are suffering, in a way which we
have never seen since the days of the civil war, and which we
had thought and prayed were gone forever. The cup of Lebanon
has been filling with suffering, and the Lebanese people have

_been drinking it for decades. We pray to the Mother of God, to
Our Lady of Lebanon, to intercede and pray for Lebanon and for
his penpliaj tormented and suffering.

S

FACES OF OLOL - LAYLA SALIBA IBRAHIM

1. What inspired you to want to work, volunteer and serve in our parish?

Since my childhood, my life revolved around the Church. | felt always attracted
to helping in my parish in Lebanon: | worked with Fersen and Teens, helped the
parish priest and attended to the various parishioners’ needs. When | got
married to my dearest husband Hanna and moved to Australia, | did not want
to lose this side of my personality and | was looking forward to an opportunity
in which | can be an instrument in the hands of the Lord. | came to this parish
and met with Father Tony Sarkis who was looking to recruit someone to help
with the parish needs. | firmly believe that the Divine Providence facilitated
the process for me and here | am today, proudly working for Our Lady of

Lebanon parish.

- g’ i E
Filled with faith, 1 am certain that she will intercede and ask
her S5an to deliver and save Lebanon, first and foremost from
the corruption and negligence -of political leaders who, for
decades, neglected the people and served only themselves
and their interests.

AsLebanese Australians, let us persevere in prayer and work
for our brothers and sisters in Lebanon. Let us be their hope
and their voices all around the world, and let us continue to
express our solid faith in the Lord that he will never abandon
his flock in Lebanon. Our faith and our prayers should also
translate into action and | was moved over the last days to
see the generosity and outpouring of love from our
community here towards our brothers and sisters in
Lebanon.

On this Glorious Feast, we rejoice with Mary, knowing that
there is room for God within us and room for us in God. May
we, in the example of the Holy Mother; bring him to our
world and make His mercy and love known to all. May she
help us to make the reality of heaven, God's greatness, also
present in the life of our world. -~

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

2. Can you tell us on the background story of you wanting to become a nun?

As | was heavily involved in the parish life of my beloved village Harf Ardeh, once while on a spiritual retreat, after
confession, we had to pick from a box a bible verse and meditate upon it. For 3 times in a row, the bible verse was from
Isaiah: “Before | was born the Lord called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.” Isa 49:1. | got really
scared and thought of giving myself the chance to try the monastic life at “Saydet el Khalas” monastery for the Antonine
Sisters after | discussed my vocation with my cousin Layla who is a nun in the order and my inspiration. After a while,
God told me through prayer that the religious life is not my vocation and that He is calling me for an equally great

vocation: Marriage and Family.



SAINT OF THE WEEK
Ttie Assamption of the Blessed Vingin Mary

On the 15th of August the Church celebrates the Feast Day of the Assumption of Our Lady when
according to our faith, the Holy Mother, “having completed her course of her earthly life, was assumed
body and soul into heavenly glory”.

Although defined as an article of faith by Pope Pius Xll just over half a century ago, the Assumption of
Our Lady into heaven has been accepted from back to the earliest of Christian times.

The Assumption signals the end of Mary's earthly life and marks her return to heaven to be reunited
with Jesus. While the bodies of both Jesus and Mary are now in heaven, there is a difference between
the Assumption and the Resurrection. Where Jesus arose from the tomb and ascended into heaven by
his own power, Mary's body was taken up to heaven by the power of her Son.

The first believed to have asked what had happened to Mary’s body was 5t Epiphanius, a 4th Century
bishop who devoted himself to the study of Mary’'s death and believed Our Lady
did not die but instead was recalled to heaven.

The feast day of this holy and momentous event
stems from the middle of the 5th Century when COME IN PEACE, O SPIRITUAL LADDER SEEN BY

the Commemoration of the Mother of God was JACOB; THROUGH YOU WE CLIMB TO THE HEIGHTS

celebrated each year on 15 August in a shrine Iocattlad ABOVE THE POWER OF SUFFERING AND DEATH
near Jerusalem. The feast was introduced to Rome in

the 8th Century by Pope Sergius and from there it spread

rapidly throughout western Europe, with Pope Hadrian The Manonite Liturgy
later giving the Feast Day its official name as the

Assumption of Mary towards the end of the Century.

PARISH CAMERA




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 16th August: 12th Sunday of Pentecost
9:30am Fersen, Teens & holy communion Mass

11:00am One Year Tansa Toufic Bazouni from Hadchit

5:00pm 40 Day Nouhad Moussa Romanos El Bayeh
from Kfardlakos wife of Youssef Sernaan Mourani
form Rachiine

Monday 17th August

10:30am Funeral Tony Khoury Boulous Costantine
from Kfarsghab

6:00pm 40 Day Jacqueline Helou wife of Edward
Rahme from Becharré

Tuesday 18th August

10:30am Funeral Lina Yaacoub Harb wife of Charbel
Nasr from Tannourine

6:00pm Mountada Antonios Abou Habib from Beit

Monzer wife of Hanna Khalil Abboud from Hasroun

Wednesday 19th August
7:00pm 40 Day Clare Stephen widow of the late
Joseph john Boulous from Kfarsghab

Thursday 20th August
8:00pm Adoration

Saturday 22nd August
6:00pm 40 Day Assia Aziz Geaitany widow of the late
Barbar Gerges Mouawad from Zgharta

Sunday 23rd August: 13th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Hamid Hanna Raad from Hadchit
5:00pm One-year Joseph Moussa Tannous from

Karm El Mohr
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RELIEF APPEAL

DUNH.TE'UN

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made thr‘uugh Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: [A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan [C) Akel & Saiideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey [F) (G) Helen
George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph
%, and their daughter Colleen George (1) {J) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous

. _.: & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert

Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa, Khalil & Lamia

Mourched [N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) [Y) (Z)
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