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HEGOOD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

~ELEVENTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

The righteous shall flourish
like the palm tree: he shall
- grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

" Psalm 92:12
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AND SIGN OF EOPE

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL THE EPISTLE

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through 5o Christ came and proclaimed peace to you
it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he wasa who were far off and peace to those who were

chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to near; for through him both of us have access in
see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd

he could not, because he was short in stature.
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to
see him, because he was going to pass that way, With the saints and also members of the

When Jesus came to the place, he looked upand household of God, built upon the foundation of
said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus PRAYER

for | must stay at your house today” So he himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole _
hurried down and was happy to welcome him. structure is joined together and grows into a Lord Jesus, we pray for Your
All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He |y temple in the Lord; in whom you alsoare  beloved Lebanon. Yes Lord,

has gone to be the guest of one who is asinner” i+ 1o ather spiritually into a dwelling place this country is Your beloved,
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, foreod. VST e

“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to
the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of
anything, | will pay back four times as much.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out
and to save the lost.”

one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens

Eph 2: 17-22 the first land to be a witness
to Your Divinity. Now O Lord
we ask You to visit this land
once more. Transform the
bitter tears of her children to
the sweetest wine as an

Lk 19: 1-10 offering to the Father. Amen
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THE SERVANTS WORD May the cloud of the Transfiguration

overshadow the homeland of the Saints

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the eleventh Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we celebrate
the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord Jesus on the mountain,
revealing to His disciples and to us a glimpse of the glory that is
prepared for those who take up their cross with joy, as Saint
Thomas Aquinas says. That is in fact what Saint Paul confirms when
he says "if we have died with Him, we will also live with Him; if we
endure, we will also reign with Him.” (2 Timothy 2:11).

With this hope we continue our journey in this Glorious Season, the
Season of the Holy Spirit. The cross, and nothing but the cross, is
the foundation of our hope. We embrace our cross with joy
because it is our ladder to the glory of the resurrection. With it we
face all the challenges and difficulties that are pouring upon us
from all sides.

Suddenly, we have forgotten our own cross of sickness in Australia
and the heavy share of this cross that our parish had to carry, and
found ourselves wholly taken to our beloved homeland, Lebanon.
Horrific scenes have come to us from the land of the Saints, from
Beirut, the Lady of the World, the Mother of Laws, the melting pot
of civilizations, the home of all religions and the city of beauty and
nightlife. What sinful hand has dared to lay itself on you, O Beirut,
and cover your sky with a cloud of hatred of nuclear calibre? We
had been waiting with you for the cloud of love in the
Transfiguration! Who is the one who stole from you and from us
the joy of such anticipation? As if the multi-headed
politico-socio-economic turmoil that is ravaging the lives of our
beloved ones is not enough! You who are strangling people and
taking hold of their livelihood, be ashamed of yourselves and leave!
Aren't you responsible for storing such dangerous materials in a
port from which thousands of families make their living, and in an
area inhabited by hundreds of thousands of children, women,
elderly and young? Who can bring back those who died? Who
'm.r::u.ulclY heal the sick? Who would compensate for those who lost
their properties or jobs? Yes, just go away! This land is not for you!
Lebanon belongs to its people, to its suffering citizens! Lebanon
belongs to God, it is the land of the Cedars of the Lord who has
transfigured upon us with his full love, As for you Beirut, rise up
from your rubbles! You are like the phoenix bird that rises from the
ashes. Stand up against those who have burnt you!

FREE YOURSELF

Jesus often tells us in the Gospels that we really should give up all
we have and follow him. We do not realise how much wealth can
trap us in.

In today’s Gospel, Zacchaues the tax collector of short stature,
proves to be a larger than life character. Because of his encounter !
with lesus, Zacchaeus has a total transformation and decides, 1
‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | |

have defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay back four times as
much’ (v8). Now that is a generous offer. Why would anyone go so |
far to be rid of all their wealth! ;
We are a sensible people and we understand that we should use E
some of our money or possessions to help the needy and of
course we should assist our kin, family and relatives. That is fair |
enough. But to give away everything, well that is sheer folly
indeed! S0 why did Zachaeus do such a thing? Because he 1
discovered that Jesus had discovered him. When we are captured
by Jesus, hand-picked by Jesus, we are so overwhelmed with this |
unexpected love that we are totally transformed. Nothing else |
matters anymore but to be with Jesus. We begin to realise all our
wealth, our comfort, our luxurious, pampered lifestyle means
nothing.

We realise happiness is found in loving as Jesus loves us. So it
becomes much easier to let go of wealth that so captivated us,
and to pass it on to those who have need of it. We are already rich |
in Jesus and free to follow Jesus anywhere. Amen

5r Margaret Ghosn MSHF

! friends house? We get to stay up late and

| At sports? But what about the times when

i we do not get what we want? We become

' angry, frustrated and sad. We forget all

| about the good times and all of a sudden we

This is not a discourse in politics,
but a cry on behalf of a devastated
nation, an oppressed people whose
dignity is being humiliated by their
rulers; a cry of conscience in the
name of our truthful, faithful and
generous people. With them | raise rn',r voice towards heaven
and shout: “Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my
voice!” (Psalm 130).

Let us stand united in prayer for our beloved country and its
suffering people, for the victims who lost their lives or were
wounded, along with their families, and for those who lost their
homes and jobs. Let us always remember that we are the people
of the Transfiguration. Despite the cloud of darkness and
despair, we are full of hope that the bright cloud of our Lord will
overshadow this darkness and we will be reminded to always
look to Him and listen to Him, especially in a time like this. He is
the one who shows us how to make our cross a ladder bridging
us to the joy of heaven and eternal life. He is the one who by His
cross congquered the darkness of this world and transfigured the
light of the resurrection in our lives. With this hope we know for
sure that the cloud of our Lord who is being transfigured
everyday in the Eucharist, will overshadow the land of the
Saints.

We pray that through the intercession of Our Lady of Lebanon
and all our Maronite Saints, the cloud of the Transfiguration will
arise in the lives of the Lebanese people to wipe away the cloud
of darkness of the explosion and the terrible situation that
Lebanon is in.

Our Lady of Lebanon pray for us!

Father Tony Sarkis

STOP, SLOW DOWN, GO!

i How happy are we when things go our way?
| Our parents said yes so we can sleep over our

watch movies? We did well at school?

: forget God and how much He loves us.

During this time when things go "bad" it should be a time to
! STOP and think. Thank God for giving you this. Take this time

E to call out to Him in prayer SLOW DOWN. Is it possible that

\ God gave you this situation to change you and bring you and

Euthers to Himself? GO. Go forth again but not as the old

, person you were before. Go forth again with the new spirit
| God has placed in you.

Yours in Christ

Ann Boutros



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We have all witnessed the explosion that ravaged Beirut on
Tuesday 4 August 2020. This tragedy has left people dead,
thousands wounded and destroyed properties and
livelihoods. We have all watched in horror the destruction

and suffering. -

Faced with this disaster, we raise our eyes to heaven seeking
‘the Lord’s Mercy and asking him to shine his light on the
Lebanese people going through this dark turmoil. And we
ask:how much more can the people of Lebanon suffer? Years
of wah and then decades of corruption and financial
mismanagement, a pandemic, and financial crisis. How much
more can this nation carry and for how much longer must
wey as Gibran Khalil Gibran wrote nearly 100 years ago,
Ep’ntinue to ‘Pity the Nation'?

Today is the Transfiguration of our Lord, a time when the Lord
through his saving light reminded the apostles that he was
Saviour and the Sun of Righteousness. We are people of
hope and we are the children of Righteousness. Today we all
examine our own conscience and call for what is right. Every
time we look out and see the sun in the sky or the moon
against the darkness, we are reminded, that Christ the light is
here and has not forsaken us, even in our suffering and the
suffering of others.

We continue to believe in the power of prayer and continue
to lament and cry out for mercy and peace to the victims, for
comfort and consolation to their families, for healing to the
-wounded and the sick, for freedom for the oppressed and for
hope for the suffering people of Lebanon.
%
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MARY QUEEN OF PEACE AND SIGN OF HOPE

Alleluia! Lord, you blessed your mother, Mary, who gave you birth

from her pure and holy womb. May her prayers and intercession

come to our aid as we celebrate her feast.

Qolo Hymn, Saturday B Pentecost

Standing with her arms outstretched overlooking the oceans and
the land of the cedars is Our Lady of Lebanon, the lady of the
Maronites. The Maronite heart beats the cry of Ya Adra. In turn,
Mary’s heart beats the cry of the Maronites. She is the Queen of
Peace who by her gentleness and meekness silences the restless

hearts of her children. She is the sign of hope because despite

uncertainty, poverty, being a refugee and walking the way of

Golgotha she perseveringly awaited the light of the empty tomb.

Let us too take her example, for we too are the people of the

Resurrection.

BEIRUT, LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

We persevere for unity in the face of division. Our
community in Australia shares the pain of the people in
Beirut and all of Lebanon. They are our families, our
friends, our colleagues, our brothers and our sisters.

Our Eparchy has launched the Beirut Disaster Relief Appeal
in collaboration with Maronites on Mission Australia. All
funds raised will go to the many families in urgent need of
help in Beirut. Donations will be distributed in
collaboration with charitable organisations on the ground

in Lebanon and can be made on the Maronites on Mission
website (www.maronitesonmission.com).

As we journey towards the Feast of the Assumption of Our
Lady, let us fast and pray that, by the grace of God and
through the intercession of Our Lady of Lebanon, Beirut
will rise again as the ‘Pearl of the Orient’ a city for the
encounter of cultures and civilisations, and for the
Lebanese people to know stability.and peace.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay




SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saints Moura and Timethy — A flely Couple

Moura was a young Christian living in Egypt who was married to a Deacon, Timothy. Timothy was
charged with possession of Christian books and the emperor ordered these books to be confiscated
and burned. The couple, under the governor Urban were invited to convert to paganism. Both refused
and decided to remain truthful to the Christian faith. Timothy was tortured and lost his eyesight as a
result. Moura as well was tortured and embraced her sufferings with much joy. After suffering torture
the couple was crucified facing each other, a slow death lasting ten days. Their martyrdom can be

said to have taken place between the years 251 — 283.

5t Moura is well venerated in the Maronite Church. Several Churches are dedicated to her in the North
of Lebanon in the villages of Kfarsghab, Karm El Mohr, Kobayat, Rachiine and Mayfouq. There is also a monastery dedicated to her
in Ehden. It is in this monastery that the Lebanese Maronite Order was founded in 1694 by three young Maronite men from
Aleppo, Syria under the patronage of Venerable Partriarch Estephane El Douaihy.

Their feast day is May 3. St Moura’s feast is
Iso celebrated on September 25. MARTYRS OF THE LORD, YOU TOOK UP YOUR

Holy Spirit Paraclete, sanctifier of the saints. You have CROSS AND YOU FOLLOWED HIM ON THE PATH

all called us to holiness regardless of the vocation we are OF LOVE
living in. Inspired by the example of 5ts Moura and Timothy
we ask You O Spirit of Love to sanctify all married couples e . Litungy

like you did Timothy and Moura. May they be ready to give
witness to You no matter the cost. Amen

PARISH CAMERA




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 9th August: 11th Sunday of Pentecost

11:00am Mikhael Assaad Bou Rizk from Kfaryachit (Died
in Lebanon).

3:30pm Jacqueline Fahim Jibrine from Bnachii (Died in
Lebanon).

5:00pm 40 Day Sleiman Ghazi Frangieh from Zgharta.

Monday 10th August

10:30am Funeral Mikhael Toufic Harbieh from Zgharta.
5:30pm Rosary

6:00pm Seniors Mass & Iman w Nour.

Tuesday 11th August

10:30am Funeral John Greige Bakhos from Hadchit.
5:30pm Rosary

6:00pm Family of Divine word 8 Arabic School Mass.
7:30pm Bible Studies

Wednesday 12th August
5:30pm Rosary

6:00pm Youth Mass

8:00pm Bible Studies in English

Thursday 13th August
11:00am Rosary

11:30am Sodality Mass
5:30pm Rossary

6:00pm Heaven on earth Mass
8:00pm Adoration

Friday 14th August

Masses at 7:00 & 9:00 Am

6:00pm Procession

Masses 7:00 & 10:00 PM, Cathedral open till midnight

Saturday 15th August: The Assumption

Masses at 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 AM

6:00pm Solemn Mass celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine — Charbel Tarabay.

Sunday 16th August: 12th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am Fersen, Teens, Family & Holy Communion Mass
Committees

11:00am One year Tansa Toufic Bazouni from Hadchit
5:00pm 40 Day Nouhad Moussa Romanos El Bayeh from
Kfarﬁlakas wife of Youssef Semaan Mourani form
Rachiine.
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made thr‘uugh Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: (A) &ll the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, &ll souls who have no one to pray
for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad, Madeline £ Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George (1) {3} Charbel Jabbour (K} Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family,
. Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara
| Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Antheny Marmah Salim Moussa (N) {O) (P)
* (Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Eid Semaan & his wife Sophia and the Deceased from the families of Bazouni,
Semaan and Kastoun (T) {U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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