Sunday 5 JULY 2020

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS zPAHK

THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “See, | am sending you out like sheep
into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they
will hand you over to councils and flog you in
their synagogues; and you will be dragged
before governors and kings because of me, as a

testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they
hand you over, do not worry about how you are
to speak or what you are to say; for what you are
to say will be given to you at that time; for it is
not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. Brother will betray
brother to death, and a father his child, and
children will rise against parents and have them
put to death; and you will be hated by all
because of my name. But the one who endures
to the end will be saved. When they persecute
you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell
you, you will not have gone through all the
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. “A
disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave
above the master; it is enough for the disciple to
be like the teacher, and the slave like the master.
If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign
those of his household.

Mt 10: 16-25

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

7am, 9am & 6pm

Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm {Arabic)
7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm &
Sunday Masses or by appointment
on weekdays

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm {(English)

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
For in the one Spirit we were all baptised into
one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free —
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it. And God has
appointed in the church first apostles,

second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret?

1Cor 12: 12-13,27-30

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Mon - éat Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
8:30am (Arabic) Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787
Zom .Er;' lish) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

pril (Engiish) Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
Fri 7:30 pm Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

Adoration Hour:

Thursdays 8 pm - 9 pm

Live Streaming Through Social
Media

HEGOOD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

SIXTH SUNDAY
OF PENTECOST

|
Do not worry over things that
generate preoccupation and
anxiety. One thing only is
necessary: to lift up your
spirit and love God.
St Padre Pio

PRAYER

Lord,

| put everything in Your
hands today - my family,
my health, my home, my
security, my fears and
feelings. You are the only
One | trust with all | have
and all | am.

Thank You for carrying my
burdens!

Amen.

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30 pm
Saturday 9am -1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we continue our journey in the Season of the Glorious Pentecost,
we hear Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew on this sixth week of the
season revealing to us that the road of our Christian faith is not an
easy one. This week, Jesus does not only expand the scope of His

Apostles’ mission, but tells them also that they will be persecuted.
This passage is actually quite daunting if it is taken at face value.
Persecution seems to be the order of the day, all because of their
association with Jesus. However, if we reflect on this a little bit we
will find that persecution was happening to them at the time, it
happened even more after Jesus left them and it continues to
happen to us today. Jesus speaks of four different areas in which
persecution will come from. The first }lge_rsqecutic_m is because of our
Christian belonging (Matthew 10:17). This is quite evident when we
listen to the news and see how Christians are persecuted in certain
countries because of their faith. The second is persecution from
government (10:18). In the past this was in the form of Socialism and
Communism and the like, but today this is taking another face;
persecution by Government against our values, ideals and truths.
This is especially witnessed in the chan%]es to the marriage and
abortion laws, and the introduction of euthanasia Ia\»ﬁ- The third is
persecution from family (10:21-22). This is probably the most
difficult form of persecution. Sadly, some ﬁeople are excluded from
their families because of Christ. Even within our own families, we
find many disputes that relate to our values and beliefs. The fourth is
perschﬁon from Society {1022) Here Jesus is referrlng to SDCIEtV as
a whole and unfortunately sometimes even Christian societies. Our
Christian beliefs and values are being questioned and persecuted by
the media and by many lobby groups.

In the face of all this persecution, our Lord teaches us not to fear and
proclaims that “the one who endures to the end will be saved.” Of
course at times this is very difficult. So how do we live like “sheep in
the midst of wolves?” Simply, we do this by living our Christian
values. We need to be Christ-like in everything that we do and
everything that we say. We should not repay hate with hate, anger
with anger or persecution with persecution. We should live our faith
in light of the Gospel and the teaching of our Church. It is through
this example that they will know that we are Christians and it is this
example that will save us. This does not mean that we stand idle and
do nothing in the face of persecution. Remember; | said that we need
to be Christ-like and Jesus certainly was not idle in the face of
persecution. Our voice needs to be heard, yet we must be “wise as
serpents and innocent as doves.” Living what we preach and believe
in, is the key!

ATRICKY WORLD

Even though we are in the Season of Pentecost which
reminds us that we are gifted with God’s Holy Spirit, yet the
Sunday Gospel alerts us also to the fact that life will pose
difficult challenges.

‘So be wise as serpents and innocent as doves’ (v16). Life
has its traps, its temptations, its injustices and flaws. Jesus
warns us to be well aware of these, stating, ‘be wise as
serpents. So going around, oblivious to what is happening,
ighorant to injustices, wearing rose-coloured glasses, will
not excuse you from the tragedies of the world.

At the same time, we are not meant to be drawn into the
misdeeds, wrongs and evils of life, as Jesus says, ‘be
innocent as doves’ There is no room for poor behaviour
Choices must centre around what is best for ourselves and
others.

So life is a balancing act. We need to be fully alive and also
fully aware of what is happening around us, dark as it may
seem. At the same time we should not be tainted or
influenced by misdeeds. We need to live in a way that
counteracts the negative we see. To maintain our integrity at
all times, and to deliberately and consciously choose always
to do as God would have us choose. Only in this way can evil
be overcome. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

Enduring persecution

As we continue our journey in the Year of

the Maronite Outreach, we arrive at a very
important occasion that gives us a concrete
and how we should face it, the Feast of the
Massabki Martyrs: Francis, Abdul-Mooti

and Raphael, which we commemorate on 10 July; this coming Friday.
The three Massabki brothers were Maronite martyrs from Syria who
were killed in Damascus in the year 1860 during a Muslim attacks
against the Christians which saw over 12,000 Christians killed in
Lebanon and 11,000 in Syria. The Massabki brothers were given an
ultimatum, to deny their faith and convert to Islam or lose their life.
They chose to lose their life rather than deny their faith. Three
members from one family were martyred! If we look to the world that
we live in today, we can find that the same is still taking place in the
Middle East. In fact, in Syria, the very place where the Massabki’s were
martyred, thousands are being martyred for the same reason.

In our Australian society, although we do not have blood martyrs as
such, each day the Christian faith is being assaulted because of a
different kind of attacks. A social attack against our values and beliefs!
Like the Massabki brothers we need to be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves in the midst of these attacks. This needs to start at
home where we firstly become martyrs for each other sacrificing
ourselves for the ones that we love. Am | willing to sacrifice myself for
my husband? Am | willing to sacrifice myself for my wife? Let us pray
that through the intercession of the Massabki Martyrs, the Lord will
strengthen us in faith, hope and love so that like them we can bear
witness to the truth of his light in the darkness of this world.

On the parish level, the preparations for Our Lady’s Feast have started.
On Monday, and despite the difficult conditions that we are currently
experiencing, the Pastoral Council will hold a meeting to discuss the
program so we can live, experience and celebrate together the Feast of
the Assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven.

Finally, | would like to welcome you again to your parish house. This
Sunday is the first Sunday for many months that we meet together in
bigger numbers. How wonderful for the siblings to meet again in the
house of God. 100 ahla wsahla! | encourage you all to return to the
Cathedral and participate in the masses, rites and prayers, taking into
consideration the social distancing rules, purification and general
safety measures, and cooperate with our volunteers; “for | am eaten up
with zeal for your house” (Psalms 69: 9)- Father Tony Sarkis
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! Dearest teens, | pray that you're all well, and so are your families.
i As you now begin your holidays, I'd like you to keep in mind
' honoring our parents as young catholics. This leads me to s_howmﬁ
; why we must honor our parents. We honor our parents first an

! foremost because they gave us life. We owe our existence to
i them. This is something we all get from our parents, regardless of

i how good or bad they were as parents otherwise.

| Of course, most of our parents do much more for us than ﬁive us
i life. Whether biological or adoptive, our parents fed us, clothed
1us, housed us, and raised us. Maybe they even gave us the
! foundation for our life of faith, which is a priceless gift. Being a
1 parent is a very difficult task. From changing diapers to buying
1 school supplies every year to dealing with the challenges of our
iteenage years, our parents made sacrifices for us. For this, we
i honor them.

i

| At their best, parents reflect the love of God in their own love for
! us. God frequently compares himself to a father, and sometimes
1 to a mother, to show us just how much he loves us. Although we
{ are obligated to honor our parents, this obligation is for our good.
!When parents fulfill their obligations to their children and
: children honor their parents, the relationship gives joy to both
| parents and children.

i Finally | encourage you always to pray for your parents always,
' everything that we could possiblfy o for our parents could never
1 amount to what they have done for us. For all those that have lost
!a parent, | pray that you continue to live everything they have

:taught you, so that you may honor them in heaven.
]

1 God bless

! you all. Have a blessed Sunday!

Joseph khoury

]
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

REGARDING THE DETERIORATING LIVING
AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN LEBANON

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this 6th Sunday of Pentecost, we read about Jesus

warning the Apostles, and after them, every Christian, about

the dangers of their mission. In the Sunday’s Epistle, St Paul

writes to the Corinthians about all believers being part of the

one body of Christ. As one body in Christ, we all feel the

suffering and pain of one another, and particularly at this
time, we share the suffering of the Lebanese people.

,ﬁ{s‘you may know, our beloved Lebanon is passing through
the most dangerous and difficult crisis of its modern history.

A decades-long political crisis, caused by serious corruption

and negligence in the operation of government departments

and other public institutions, has culminated in the current

economic situation and in a spontaneous and noble
revolution of the Lebanese people requesting an end to
_gorruption.

Faced with the tears of mothers, with the confusion and pain
of parents, with the collapse of educational, hospital,
economic and financial institutions, it is nho longer possible
for us to remain silent. This is what led me to address you
today through this appeal, as the cry of the Lebanese people
has gone out to the whole world asking for help, and as Saint
Mary of the Cross McKillop, the first Australian saint said:
“Never see a need without doing something about it.”

What is required of us who live in Australia, this relatively
prosperous society is that we help building up the resilience
of family life in Lebanon by the following means:

1. We stand up in the face of anyone, whether internal or

~external, who tries to take away the dignity of our people,
the aspirations of our youth, or the dreams of our children in
Lebanon.y

A SPIRITUAL REFLECTION.....

Who inspires you? Whose words and actions inspire the way you live?

As Christians, Jesus must be our first inspiration. His words shape the
understanding of ourselves and the world around us. His actions show
us how to positively relate to others so that compassion and peace can

flood the world.

Jesus reminds us that He is always close to us. Jesus and our relationship

2. We maintain contact with the largest possible number
of our families and friends in Lebanon, especially those
who are now financially and socially distressed. Let us
make every effort to help them. We must express our
gratitude to those individuals in our community who have
already taken the initiative in providing aid to those of
their towns and villages who are in need.

3. We maintain close ties with the people in villages and
towns of Lebanon who impress upon us today, more
forcibly, the meaning of belonging. Both in former times
and today, many village and town associations in Australia,
have made and are still making, many efforts to help our
people in Lebanon. Today, we are called to intensify and to
organize these initiatives so that they help the largest
number of those in need.

4. We support the Maronite Patriarchal Relief Committee,
recently launched in Lebanon by His Beatitude and
Eminence, Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai. It has three
main objectives: food security, farming, and health.

5. We support the local initiatives in our Maronite Eparchy,
which we have launched in conjunction with Maronite
parishes, committees and institutions; to support the work
of Caritas Lebanon and other charitable organisations.
Today, our Eparchy, and together with Maronites on
Mission Australia and the Australian Maronite Council are
preparing to launch a new campaign titled ‘Wheat for
Lebanon’, aiming to send free grain to farmers in diverse
regions of Lebanon to be cultivated in the sowing season
which commences in October. More details of this
initiative will be soon provided.

In conclusion, let us renew in our hearts the hope that the
sun of truth will rise again in the Lebanese sky and remove
all the darkness and illuminate the hearts and minds of all
Lebanese, to herald a brighter, happier, and a better future
for the land of Cedars, and | am confident that God shall
never abandon Lebanon and its people.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

Y

I

with Him must come first so that learning from Him how to love and live, we in turn do so with others, especially those
close to us. Jesus must be our inspiration because His way is the means to an exciting and peaceful life. His way is the
means to caring well for ourselves and for others.

We need the inspiration of others to teach and motivate us in living well. Our first inspiration needs to be Jesus because
His way is always the means to a fuller and complete life here and in the hereafter. Jesus is our most important inspiration.

thegrotto.org



SAINT OF THE WEEK

The Massabki Marturs

The Massabki brothers, Francis, Abdel Moati and Raphael, were Maronite nmartyrs, slain in Damascus in
860 in part of a dramatic anti-Christian uprising in Syria and Lebanon from April to July of that year, when
more than sixty villages were destroyed in the Shouf and the Matn. Around 2,600 Christians were
slaughtered in Deir EI-Qamr with the connivance, if not the help of the Turkish authorities. It is
estimated that some 12,000 Christians were slain in Lebanon, and 11,000 in Syria.

Economic jealousy was perhaps the chief reason for the massacres: the Christians were perceived as being
undeservedly wealthy, and benefitting in Muslim lands while many of the Muslims were living in poverty.
Further, in 1856, the Turkish Empire had lifted many legal restrictions on Christians. Many Muslims
became envious simply because the Christians were no longer oppressed to the same degree as before.
This resentment may have been at least a contributing factor to the slaughter of the Massabkis, who were from a prominent
wealthy Syrian family. Although they were esteemed for their piety, wealth and willingness to aid the poor and the needy, these
virtues might even enrage, rather than pacify, an envious man. Of the Massabki brothers, Francis and Abdel Moati were each
married with children. Raphael, the youngest, who apparently was not well, remained single. They had another brother, the priest
Fr Abdallah, who was not with them at the time of their martyrdoms. Of the brothers, Francis was the best known. He was a
generous man and a successful silk trader, famous in Lebanon and Syria alike. He represented the Maronite Patriarch when His
Beatitude needed to conduct business in Syria. All three were known for the amount of time and the fervour which they devoted
to prayer. They performed much of their charitable work from the Franciscan monastery in Damascus. When the 1860 attacks and
massacres by Muslims in Damascus and Druze in parts of Lebanon started, Muslims set fire in the Christian neighbourhood of
Damascus, and the brothers, along with a large crowd of Christians, took refuge in the Franciscan monastery. There, they prayed
and celebrated the Mysteries of Forgiveness (confession) and the Eucharist for the last time. While Francis was alone in the
Church, kneeling and praying before the statue of Our Lady of Sorrow, he was filled with supernatural hope. After midnight, a
band of armed Muslim rioters broke into the maonastery. The Christians were terrified: some managed to run away, and others hid
themselves. The murderers said to him: “Sheikh Abdallah has sent us to save you from death; you, your brothers, your families,
and all those who depend upon you for protection, on the condition that you deny your faith and convert to Islam.” Francis
courageously replied: “Sheikh Abdallah can take the money | lent him, he can also take my life; but my faith, no one can make me
deny. | am a Maronite Christian and in the faith of Christ | will die. As our Lord Jesus commanded, we do not fear those who can
kill the body.” On 10 July 1860, his Holiness Pope Pius IX declared them Venerable. On 10 October 1926 they were beatified. The
campaign for their beatification was spearheaded by Archbishop Bechara Al Chemaly of Damascus’ letter to Pope Pius Xl, noting
that it would be a source of grace for the Damascus community, and could help to revive Christian life in the hearts of the Eastern
faithful. On 7 October 1926, His Holiness Pius X| proclaimed the beatification of the three brothers, saying: “By the power of these
lines are named Most Blessed Martyrs the servants of God: Francis, Abdel Moati, and Raphael Massabki, Maronites of Damascus.
... and we hereby permit the display of their relics before all the devout, and the celebration, on their day of remembrance, of the
Liturgy of the Martyrs. Their feast day is 10 July. The cause for their canonisation is proceeding.

: === Father Yuhanna Azize

| AM A CHRISTIAN, KILL ME, | AM READY

Abdel Moatc
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Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?
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POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
' Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

KLYN'S

For $500 ONLY you can promote -_—
your business for the whole month Bl A RERAICEIIA R B ALR

E media@olol.org.au .
P (02) 8898 1536 Ph: 9721-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Qur Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level




ANNOUNGEMENTS

New Mass Streaming Times
MONDAY, WEDNESDARY & FRIDAY: g9:00 AM 00 o
TUESDRY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY: 6:00 PM e
SUNDAY: 11:00 AM & 7:00 PM St

[N - L e -_—a g
Mass Times
MORN - FRI: 7am, 9am & 6PMm

SAT: 7:30Am & GPm

SUN: 8:00 AM arasic
9:30 AM ewnciisy
11:00 AM encLISH # ARABIC
5:00 PM EnGLISH ~ ARABIC
7:00 PM enGLisH

BOOKING IS REIUHRED
e

ADORATION

ONLINE STREAMING

yo
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@O ol Syd

@OurladyvofLebanon

@Oolsydney

@O olSydney

PARISH
NOTIGE BOARD

TURSDAY AT 8PM

Sunday 5 July: Sixth Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am One Year Elias Ghosn from Hasroun

5:00pm One Year Barry Peter Raymond Saleh from Basloukit

Monday 6 July

10.30am Funeral Salma Fady from Miziara widow of the late
Boulos Tartak from Sebael

6:00pm Youssef Gebrael Bou Melhem from Imar {Died in
Lebanon).

Triduum Prayer: “Together, praying for the suffering people of Lebanon”

Thursday 9 July - Saint Veronica Giuiliani
6:00pm Therese George Khouri from Bekaakafta (Died in Lebanon)
8:00pm Adoration for the suffering people of Lebanon

Friday 10 July - The Massabki Martyrs

6:00pm 40 Day Jeanette Coorey widow of the late Albert
Lahood from Kfarsghab

7:15pm Rosary for the suffering people of Lebanon

Saturday 11 July

6:00pm One Year Robert Toufic Merhi from Kfarsghab

7:15pm Novena of Saint Charbel for the suffering people of
Lebanon

Sunday 12 July - Seventh Sunday of Pentecost
5:00pm One year Therese Tannous wife of Kozhaya Challita
from Bekaakafra
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

$5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen
George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J)
§ CharbelJabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki,
. B Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful
| \T/ departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) {Y) (2)
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