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FROM YOUR PARISH

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Like Joseph, do not be
afraid to take Mary into
your home

Pope Benedict XVI
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THE GOSPEL THE EPISTLE

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my

Brothers and sisters, when the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one
heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed
and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power.” All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does
this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled
with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised
his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only
nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was  spoken
through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God
declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And | will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the
Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.

'commandments. And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with
you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom

the world cannot receive, because it neither

sees him nor knows him. You know him
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because he abides with you, and he will be in

PRAYER

you. “l will not leave you orphaned; | am

coming to you. In a little while the world will Lord, by the light of the

no longer see me, but you will see me;

Holy Spirit you have

because | live, you also will live. On that day taught the hearts of your

you will know that | am in my Father, and you faithful. In the same Spirit,

inme, and Linyou, help us to relish what is

right and always rejoice in

LR your consolation. We ask

this through Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Acts2:1-21
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

We start today a new phase in our spiritual journey as we enter
another special season of our Maronite liturgical calendar, the
Season of the Glorious Pentecost. Today we celebrate the birth of
the first Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church when the Holy Spirit
descended on Mary and the Apostles in the Upper Room.

Pentecost is a time of great joy in the fulfilment of the promise of
Christ to His disciples “And | will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Advocate, to be with you forever” (Jn 14:16) This
Paraclete is the Holy Spirit, proclaimed in our Creed as “the giver
of life” The sending of the Holy Spirit ensures that we are not left
orphaned but rather we become adopted children of the Father
and brothers and sisters of Jesus. This Paraclete grants us a sense
of belonging and makes us a Church united in faith, hope and
love. The Pentecost is an urgent call for us to be the voice of God,
the voice of righteousness, mercy and forgiveness in our world, a
call to be beacons of love and hope to the outcast and hopeless.
Through this love and hope, we renew ourselves and renew our
families, society and the world.

This special Feast of Pentecost will be celebrated in a special
Maronite way with the Rite of Adoration of Pentecost. During this
special rite, the clergy together with the faithful will adore three
times, the Holy Trinity. The first adoration will be to the Father, the
Creator. The second will be in adoration of the Son, through whom
all things were made. The third adoration will be to the Holy
Spirit, the giver of life. The blessing of the water that becomes
holy and the sprinkling of this water will also follow. The sprinkling
over the heads of the faithful is a reminder of our baptism and the
baptismal promise we have made.

As we celebrate the anniversary of the birth of the Church, we
also prepare ourselves to start another month of holy devotion,
the month of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus; that heart that is
always beating with infinite divine love for the human.

PENTECOST

Pentecost Is An Urgent
Call For Love, Hope

And Joy

It is no coincidence that while we embark on the season of
renewal and hope and the month of devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, the joy of seeing more parishioners at the church
is growing. As you are aware, the restrictions on gatherings have
been further eased and we can now receive up to 50 people in
every mass.

There will be three masses every day, Monday to Friday, 7 and 9
am and 6 pm. Up to 50 people can attend these masses without
a need for booking. However, only 50 people will be allowed in;
first in first served. This also applies to Saturday’s 7.30 am mass.

For Saturday 6 pm Mass and all Sunday Masses and Adoration,
you still need to book ahead. For bookings, please call the parish
office on 9689 2899 or email us at info@olol.org.au. Kindly note
that all weekday 9 am and 6 pm masses, as well as Sunday
masses will be live streamed. Also, the doors of the Cathedral
will be open Monday to Saturday, from 10 am to 5.30 pm for
visits and prayers. There should not be more than 50 people
inside the church at one time.

In addition, as per the directives of the Eparchy, only 20 people
can attend a baptism or wedding, and 50 people can attend a
funeral.

As you have always done, we hope that you abide by these
directives for the good of us all. We are all hope that the Holy
Spirit who descended on Mary and the Apostles to free their
hearts from fear and worry, will descend on our world to renew
it and free it from every fear and illness.

Father Tony Sarkis

Last week we reflected over Jesus’ new commandment to love @~

one another just as Jesus loved us. This Sunday’s Gospel
commences with the words, ‘If you love me, you will keep my
commandments’ (v15). This time however, we are promised the

gift of God'’s Holy Spirit to help us.

Welcome to Pentecost Sunday where we celebrate the receiving
of God’s Holy Spirit so that we can do all things in Christ. The first
and foremost thing we are called to do is keep the new
commandment to love one another as Jesus loved us. So
Pentecost becomes a starting point for ministry. The gift of the
Holy Spirit is given to us so that we may be active in our Christian
life, ready to do what must be done. There is no excuse to
procrastinate or be afraid.

So equipped with God’s Holy Spirit, what does love one another
mean for us today? Well it can take a number of forms:

- With the coronavirus pandemic it means maintaining respect
and care for all people, particularly those with the virus.

- Living in a multicultural Australia means if we are to love as
Jesus loved, we need to be thoughtful of others, regardless of
background or creed.

- In a world divided by rich and poor, preferential option for the
poor is where we |lean towards.

- In a world where inequality, suffering and illness will always be
around us, it calls us to actively pursue justice and peace.

So as we enter the Season of Pentecost let us allow ourselves to
be transformed into people of love through the gift of God’s Holy
Spirit in us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

! Winter is always a difficult

; time to get through for our

! brothers and sisters in Christ

t who have nowhere else to go
i

i except to sleep on the streets.
| As we lay in our warm 8 :
{ comfortable beds, let us pray that they somehow find comfort and
i shelter and that our Lord endlessly watches over them and
| protects them.

]

E Lord,

1

1 Your door is always open to us; your heart is always overflowing
! with love.

]

E Help us, your Church, to keep our doors open to all who struggle
:with poverty and homelessness.

]

{ Open our hearts to recognise our brothers and sisters in need and
i fill us with the will and desire to work together towards ending
! the pain and suffering that poverty and homelessness creates.

]

; In this month of May we ask our mother Mary to intercede for us,
1 to send out her love and compassion to those who are suffering
1 and fill them with warmth, protection and strength.

1

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.

Josephine Albayeh

i
L}



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Church celebrates today the feast of the Holy spirit, the
vivifying God who in splendour and magnificence gave birth
to the Church, born from the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The Feast of Pentecost invites us to profess
our faith in the presence and the action of the Holy Spirit,
and to invoke the outpouring of his gifts upon us, upon our
families and parishes and upon the whole world.

Through Pentecost or-Al Ansara, as we call it in Arabic, the
Lord fulfilled his promise that He will not leave us orphaned
by sending his Holy Spiritsto sanctify us and to give us the
forgiveness of sins. The Holy Spirit quietly works in us and
through us every day, behind the scenes, in the basic
activities of our lives/and the lives of the people around us.

During our liferjourney, there are many elements that shake
our lives. The Holy Spirit lives and abides in us and helps us
to get through the elements of our lives. We can break these
elements of our life into three: the natural elements, the
social elements and the spiritual elements. The question for
Us today is: are we calling on this quiet advocate to help and
comfort us during these times?

Do we call on the Holy Spirit in the face of the natural
“Blements such as bushfires, floods and pandemics like the
one that we are experiencing today? Do we call on him
during illness-or. grief? Rather than fall into the trap of
despair and misery during these circumstances, we can call
on the Holy Spirit who is the comforter and who strengthens
us in faith and hope.

Secondly, do we call on the Holy Spirit when faced with the
social elements that go against our beliefs and the fabric of
a moral, ethical, just and equal society? When we are
faced with social issues, do we call on the Holy Spirit to
enlighten the reason and faith within us through his
wisdom, understanding and knowledge? In this Year of
Maronite Qutreach, are we calling on him to help us reach
out to those who differ to us in their views and beliefs and
reach out to them in a loving way without compromising
our beliefs? Are we allowing him to help us to speak the
language of love? :

Thirdly, do we caII on the Holy Splrlt in the face of the
spiritual elements, namely in the war against sin. This is a
daily and constant battle that we face, the battle between
right and wrong, the battle between good and bad. Are we
calling on the Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts and
inflame his love within us, through piety and fear of the
Lord?

On this last day of May, who other than the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, can show us how to activate the
Holy Spirit within us. She received the Holy Spirit and he
abided in her and worked through her. Let us all renew our
love for the Holy Spirit today, during this blessed Season of
Pentecost and every day, so that he can quietly, but
powerfully, help us through the elements of this life as we
continue our journey to heaven.

| wish you and your families a blessed Feast of Pentecost!
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

HOW CAN WE FOLLOW THE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST?

Christ gives us the key when he says, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.’ (John 14:15-17).

Jesus promised to send it. We received it in our Baptism. The disciples, on the day of Pentecost. It abides in us. The Holy
Spirit. We are filled with the Holy Spirit to assist us in following the commandments of Christ. Our fallen human nature
makes it so hard to not fall into sin and you could almost lose hope at times. But St Paul to the Romans writes it best when
he says, ‘Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words.’

When we feel like we cannot go on, struggling with that hard decision or confused on which path to take. We should call
on the Holy Spirit to clarify God's voice. If we cannot forgive, be kind, swallow our pride or show charity to our neighbour.
We should call on the Holy Spirit to receive the gifts and graces we need to follow His example. If we are struggling with
sin, scared to walk into the confessional or walk away from temptation. We should call on the Holy Spirit to give us the
strength and courage to walk in His light.

St Augustine knew this all of too well and his prayer to the Holy Spirit is one of my favourites of all time. The
commandments of Christ allow us to live a holy life and it is only with assistance of the Holy Spirit that we are able to do
so! So if you do not have the words or you have never thought of calling on the Holy Spirit, this prayer is a great start!

St Augustine's Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.

Draw my heart O Holy Spirit, that | love but what is holy.
Strengthen me O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy.

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that | always may be holy. Amen.

Connie Maree



SAINT OF THE WEEK

Let us think about who the Virgin Mary was: a Jewish girl who was waiting with all her heart for.w_‘f S
the redemption of her people. But in the heart of the young daughter of Israel there was a 3
secret that even she herself did not yet know: in God’s loving plan she was destined to become |
the Mother of the Redeemer. At the Annunciation, the Messenger of God calls her “full of &
grace” and reveals this plan to her. Mary answers “yes” and from that moment Mary’s

faith receives new light: it is concentrated on Jesus, the Son of God, who from her took flesh
and in whom all the promises of salvation history are fulfilled. Mary’s faith is the fulfilment of
Israel’s faith, the whole journey, the whole path of that people awaiting redemption is
contained in her, and it is in this sense that she is the model of the Church’s faith, which has
Christ, the incarnation of God's infinite love, as its centre.

How did Mary live this faith? She lived it out in the simplicity of the thousand daily tasks and
worries of every mother, such as providing food, clothing, caring for the house.... It was
precisely Our Lady’s normal life which served as the basis for the unique relationship and
profound dialogue which unfolded between her and God, between her and her Son. Mary’s

“yes,” already perfect from the start, grew until the hour of the Cross. There her motherhood % I
opened to embrace every one of us, our lives, so as to guide us to her Son. Mary lived perpetually im mersed in the mystery of
God-made-man, as his first and perfect dlsmple by contemplating all things in her heart in the light of the Holy Spirit, in order
to understand and live out the will of God.

Mary as the model of union with Christ. The life of the Holy Virgin was the life of a woman of her people: Mary prayed, she
worked, she went to the synagogue... But every action was carried out in perfect union with Jesus. This union finds its
culmination on Calvary: here Mary is united to the Son in the martyrdom of her heart and in the offering of his life to the Father
for the salvation of humanity. Our Lady shared in the pain of the Son and accepted with him the will of the Father, in that
obedience that bears fruit, that grants the true victory over evil and death. The reality Mary teaches us is very beautiful: to
always be united with Jesus. We can ask ourselves: do we remember Jesus only when something goes wrong and we are in
need, or is ours a constant relation, a deep friendship, even when it means following him on the way of the Cross? Let us ask
the Lord to grant us his grace, his strength, so that the model of Mary, Mother of the Church, may be reflected in our lives and
in the life of every ecclesial community. So be it! (Pope Francis, Audience, 23 October 2013)

GOD GATHERED ALL HIS GRACES AND
CALLED THEM “MARY”

St Lowis De MWlontfort

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,044,618.45 UNITS $1,354,892.01



ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Interested in becoming part of the Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

Community Business Network Page? MI(LYN’S

For $500 ONLY you can promote
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Emellio Boustos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Antonios Tanna Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous &
2 - "‘\I Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the
: \T/ Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family (N} (O}
. ¥ (P)(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Saade Saade, Youssef & Nazha Sarkis & Family (T) (U) (V) (W)
(x)(Y) (2)
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