THE GOSPEL
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THE EPISTLE

While they were talking, Jesus himself stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they
were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself.
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” They gave him a piece of grilled fish,
and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said
to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you
while | was still with you — that everything written
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures, and he said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
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WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS gO_PTAc'sr Kis (D - 0433 211 248
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES . t Tony Sarkis (Dean):
LY LRGeS e, Y Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
o-Lathedral, Rarris Far Mon - Sat 8:30am (Arabic Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787
) 7am & 9am (Arabic) Zom (English) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
8am (Arabic) 6pm (English) P g Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092
9:30am (English) Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fy Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
11am (Ar/Eng) Fri 7:30 pm Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807
5pm (Ar/Eng) CONFESSIONS Adoration Hour: Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258
7pm (English) By appointment Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016

Media

Thursdays 8 pm - 9 pm
Live Streaming Through Social

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for them is that they may be
saved. | can testify that they have a zeal for
God, but it is not enlightened. For, being
ignorant of the righteousness that comes
from God, and seeking to establish their
own, they have not submitted to God’s
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the
law so that there may be righteousness for
everyone who believes. Moses writes
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from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” But the
righteousness that comes from faith says,
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend
into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ
down) “or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). But what does it say? “The word
is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); because if you confess with your
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. For one believes with the
heart and so is justified, and one confesses
with the mouth and so is saved. The
Scripture says, “No one who believes in
him will be put to shame.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. For, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be
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The beginning of wisdom is
found in doubting;
by doubting we come to
the question, and by
seeking we may come upon
the truth.

Peter Abelard

PRAYER

Lord, give us the patience
and the faith to face our
doubts and fears.

May we constantly strive
to be our best and to treat
everyone and everything
with kindness, regardless
of
turmoils.

our owh internal

Amen.

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30 pm
Saturday 9am -1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883

Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD  Have You Anything

Here

On the sixth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection,
our risen Lord Jesus Christ continues his appearances to the
apostles and disciples to strengthen their faiths, before sending
them out to take the Good News to the ends of the earth.

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

Remarkably, it seems that the apostles, according to Saint Luke’s
Gospel today, are still not believing that the Lord is risen from the
dead despite his presence among them many times before. Jesus
seems to be suffering from their lack of faith as he exclaimed
“why are you frightened?” The Lord’s question to the apostles is a
wakeup call to them, and to us, to rise from our deep sleep and
refrain from doubting the mystery of his resurrection.

To reassure them again, as he does every time he appears to
them, he asks: “Have you anything here to eat?” If the Lord asks
us today “Do you have any food? Do you have anything to eat? Do
you have something for me?” What would our answer be?

The Lord is seeking our faith, love, heart and soul, not because he
needs anything for himself but to glorify the name of God by
giving others from our own needs! In giving, peace dwells in our
hearts so we are not frightened and the Lord rejoices in our peace
that is coming from him. When we give the needy, we give the
Lord as he assures us that everything we do to his little brothers
and sisters, the needy and the poor, we do it to him!

If the Lord asks me today “do you have anything here to eat?” |
would offer him everything that this blessed parish is doing in all
fields, especially the works of mercy which is being carried out by
Heaven on Earth with Deacon Robert-Pio Bayeh and his team.
Despite the restrictions imposed by the Coronavirus pandemic,
Heaven on Earth is continuing its assistance to the homeless in
Parramatta, Blacktown and Liverpool, handing out about 400
meals every week with an estimated cost of $4000, as well as
helping them to acquire commodities such as clothing and finding
jobs and accommodation.

GENTLE WITNESS

“You are witnesses of these things’ (v48). Witnesses to what? Well
you cannot simply know Jesus or love Jesus and remain mute and
inanimate about it all. You are called to witness to who Jesus is,
especially when surrounded by those who deny or ridicule the
name Jesus or those in desperate need of hope. Otherwise why
do you bother being a Christian?

In this resurrection appearance account, Jesus:
- Comes among the disciples

- Offers peace

- Speaks words of assurance

- Offers truth of a resurrection

- Shares a meal

- Enlightens their minds

- Emphasises repentance and forgiveness

- Welcomes all people

These are the ways we come to believe in Christ and why we
witness to him.

We speak and live out a message of love, of peace, of being in
community with one another, of offering hope in the midst of
suffering and death, of walking the road of life, seeking healing
from our wounds, of being open and accepting to one and all.
That is what Jesus did and that is what we are witnesses to.

Being a witness to Jesus does not mean shouting out what we
believe in and it is not to be self-justified. Once again, if we read
today’s account, when Jesus was in their midst, ‘they were
disbelieving and still wondering’ (v41). Yet it is through Jesus
patiently and lovingly being with them, that finally drew them
near to him. So this Lent let us walk gently and lovingly with
others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

To Eat?

Heaven on Earth continues also to send aids to the needy in
Lebanon, including young people in a correctional centre for the
minors to whom the organisation has sent, through Father
Nemetallah Saghbiny from the Lebanese Maronite Order, around
$7000 to cover the cost of bails and essential needs. Heaven on
Earth has also sent food rations to about 120 families in Lebanon
with an estimated cost of $21000. It has also contributed to the
expenses of medical tests for families and the costs of surgeries
including operations for two young girls. Needless to say that the
point here is not in these figures but in the generosity of the Lord
through those figures.

Through this joy, the joy of giving, we answer the question of the
Lord who never hesitates to show us his glory. And today, he is
showing us his glory again with the pandemic wave receding and
the gradual reopening of the church for the parishioners. With
the start of the first stage of easing the lockdown restrictions, we
can now receive 10 people in every mass. In addition, the gates
of the church will be open for prayer and adoration. However, we
need to organise the gradual return to the church to avoid any
chaos with the numbers. Hence, we urge you to register your
names for visiting the church or participating in the mass by
calling the parish office on 9689 2899, or sending us an email at
info@olol.org.au.

Finally, we return to our original question: “have you anything
here to eat?” with the reopening of the church we can answer:
“Yes, we have the body of Christ!”

Father Tony Sarkis
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‘ Lord you know everything,

1you know that | love you.

!

ETo our beloved teenagers, | pray
:that by the grace of God you are all
:weII and keeping up your prayers.

i

11'd like to speak about perseverance,
1 especially on this time. Even with

| these restrictions being eased we must remain careful and
i safe. On top of this we must not become complacent with
! everything, especially our prayer lives. It's very easy to forget
Lor become lazy in this area. We must persevere.

i

| If you are ever stuck on anything about life or about the faith
1 do not be afraid to contact us via social media. We as your
E leaders are here for you still.

' Finally, I'd now like to challenge you the teens to pray for
i your clergy and leaders. We also need your prayers, and rest

= assure of our prayers also.

i
| God bless you all.
Joseph khoury

I
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

‘Today is the 6th Sunday of the Season of the Resurrection. After
almost eight weeks of closure to limit the spread of COVID-19, the
doors of our churches are re-opened and you are welcome to
come to church for private prayer, personal adoration, confession,
and to mass, with a limit of 10 people at one time. We thank God
that our countrny was spared the dramatic and devastating
situations that we have seen in other countries around the world.

| know that many of you are longing to receive the Eucharist and |
ask for your patience and.yunderstanding, whilst we organise mass
attendance and ensure that the biggest number of parishioners
can partake in the celebration of the mass. Let us offer this longing
as a sacrifice to the Lord durmg this pandemic with all those who
suffer, and be prudent arrd patient while we await the opportunity
to celebrate together; the mystery of love.

The Gospel that/we read on this Sunday is a continuation of the
Gospel of the-3rd Sunday of the Resurrection about the journey of
the 2 disciples to Emmaus. After they encounter Jesus and
recogm”s/e him, they return that same day to Jerusalem. While they
tell-the others the story that the Lord appeared to them, the Risen

~tord himself appears again in the midst of them. He greets them
saying: peace be with you.

But his presence brings the opposite effect of peace for the

=disciples: his presence is perturbing for them— we read that they
are staxtled and terrified. They are so filled with fear, to the point
that they "theught that they were seeing a ghost" (Lk 24:37). Yet,
his body pierced by hails, and the spear is powerful testimony that
it is indeed Jesus, the very one who was crucified. Jesus also asks
for food to further prove to them that it was He, in the flesh.

FAITHS AND DOUBTS

The human mind is a disastrous place at times. Doubts and fears crash like
turbulent waves, while faith grapples to keep its head above the waters. .
With all the negativity of our current climate, and also, the general negativity -
that exists in our day to day lives, it can become increasingly difficult to

maintain a sturdy faith in the goodness that this world possesses. It is hard
to see the sun on days where grey clouds swarm the sky. In the same way,

it is hard to stay faithful when the world gives you a hundred reasons to live

Rather than feeling of joy in the presence of
the Lord and in his Resurrection, the
Apostles are scared. Yet, as Christians, the
mystery of the cross should not fill us with
fear but rather with an immense joy.

The Lord is alive. He walks with us. He is
present in our world. When we realise that
the Cross was a sacrifice for each one of us,
we then understand that our life begins when Christ died to
save us and this is a source of great joy for all of us.

After giving his disciples a physical evidence of him being alive,-
Jesus also draws their attention to the Scriptures, and reminds
them that the Messiah was to suffer'and die. Through the Spirit,
their minds are opened and they are able to understand. They
then receive from the Lord himself- the: mission “that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in hlS
name to all nations ..." (Lk 24:47).

The Lord invites us to read the Scriptures to better understand
the divine reality, and to better understand the meaning of our
life. A good apostle must understand the Scriptures, read in the
light of the Spirit of truth, spread over the Church.

Just like the Apostles, Jesus Christ is asking you and me to be
faithful witnesses to his Resurrection, and to the good news of
the forgiveness of sins and the kingdom of God. Like the
apostles, we can only bear witness to what we have already
experienced, so let us ask for an open heart to the presence and
the love of Jesus in our lives. Let us never forget the joy and the"
goodness of God who will never abandon us, and let us
proclaim always: Jesus Christ is alive and we are witnesses to
that.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

in doubt. But doubt is a parasite. It feeds our insecurities and our fears. It gives them a strength that is not due to them.
It sets us up for a war within our own mind. It pushes us to question who we are, what we believe in, what our purpose
is, and if there indeed is a purpose. But sweet faith comes like honey dripping fresh from the hive and washes the bitter
taste of fear from our mouth. The moment we allow ourselves to have faith is the moment our fears lose power. Open
your eyes to the world around you. s it not magic to watch Autumn leaves turn from green to red to orange? Is the sound
of the laugh of the one you love not louder than the cries of your past? Look at your hands. Look at all the good they have
done. All the things they have created. The charity they have been capable of. All the pieces of text, artworks, books they
have held. Think of all the things that make you happy. All the things that doubt has convinced you are too good to be
true. Look at this life you have been given. The potential you have. Have some faith. This moment is only temporary. The
sun always peeks through again, no matter how thick the clouds become.

Jennifer Khoury



SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint Rita of Cascia

Married at twelve, Rita endured eighteen years of a violent marriage. After her husband’s death, despite an initial refusal, she
succeeded miraculously in entering the Augustinian convent where she spent the next forty years.

A violent marriage - Born at Roccaporena, near Spoleto, in Umbria, Italy, Rita wished in childhood t g
but out of respect for her parents wishes she married Paolo Mancini, a quick-tempered man i
with many enemies, who was notoriously violent and unfaithful. They had two sons. Rita
endured insults and infidelity for eighteen years till one day Paolo was brought home dead

after being murdered in a revenge-killing. His sons wanted to take further revenge, but they both vl
died before they could do it. .

A miraculous entry into the convent - In 1407, Rita, then a widow, wanted to enter the Augustinian “%;’
convent at Cascia, but the nuns refused, fearing her husbarita 1nd’s family and their rivals. Rita &
succeeded in reconciling with her husband’s family and their rivals, but the prioress still said

no. However, Rita started a campaign of prayer which resulted in her miraculous entry. During the
night, when the doors to the monastery were locked and the sisters were asleep, her patron saints
Saint John the Baptist, Saint Augustine, and Saint Nicholas of Tolentino appeared to her and mir
inside the convent. When the nuns found her inside the convent in the morning and heard how s
could not turn her away.

Devotion to Jesus’ passion - Rita remained there, living by the Augustinian Rule, and giving herself to intense meditation on
the passion of Jesus until her death. After twenty-five years of religious life, a wound appeared on her forehead as if she had
been pierced by a crown of thorns. This continued unhealed for fifteen years. Meanwhile Rita devoted herself to caring for sick
nuns and counselling sinners.

Death and influence - Rita’s last years found her confined to bed as an invalid and she died of tuberculosis in 1457. Her
reputation for miracles and holiness led to her incorrupt body being translated to a tomb that survives till today. She was
beatified in 1626 by Pope Urban VIIl and canonised in 1900 by Pope Leo XIIl. Probably because of her miraculous entry into the
convent, her cult as the patron of the impossible flourishes widely today. She is also regarded as a patron of those suffering
violence and abuse in marriage. A special event at Roccaporena and Cascia is the blessing of roses on her feast day.

LET ME, MY JESUS, SHARE IN YOUR
SUFFERING, AT LEAST ONE OF YOUR
THORNS!

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
$5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED
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Community Business Network Page? me(LYN’S

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole month e 2l Ay D dey D e
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Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity

(S especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Emellio Boustos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline

George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil

«v¢ Haddad (I} (J) Charbel Jabbour, Antonios Tanna Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous &
Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the

Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family (N) (O)

(P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Saade Saade, Youssef & Nazha Sarkis & Family (T) (U} (V) (W)

(x) () (2)
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