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THE GOSPEL

———
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
vou know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend
my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son
of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know
that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out
your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to
go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God). After this he said to
him, “Follow me.”
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THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, you were dead
through the trespasses and sins in which
you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of
the air, the spirit that is now at work
among those who are disobedient. All of us
once lived among them in the passions of
our flesh, following the desires of flesh and
senses, and we were by nature  children
of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who
is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ — by grace you
have been saved — and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to
come he might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God — not the
result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are what he has made us, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795
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The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will
raise them up; and anyone
who has committed sins
will be forgiven.

James 5:15

PRAYER

Give us strength Lord,

so that we may

overcome all obstacles
and challenges we find
ourselves facing this year.
When | am afraid | put my
trust in you. Amen.

A

HAPPY

Tlother's Day

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30 pm
Saturday 9am -1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.clol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883

Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

We are on the fifth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious
Resurrection. According to the teachings of the Church, every
Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and in every Sunday — especially in the
Divine Liturgy — we renew our way of living the mystery of the
resurrection and life through the oblation. In the current
circumstances in the world, our celebrations of the Mass are
different because they are spiritual celebrations in which we are
participating from home, the “domestic churches.” It is important
to make this period a time of preparation for the return to the
parish church where we will hold together the real celebrations in
the presence of the Lord in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.

On this Sunday we live the joy of the love of the Lord Jesus who
asks Peter, and who is asking each one of us, “do you love me?”
Our presence in the Mass, through our spiritual participation,
especially on this fifth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious
Resurrection, is an expression of our inner response to the Lord
that stems from our hearts: “yes Lord, you know that | love you!”
Hence, we are all called today to make our words and deeds this
week, or rather throughout all our lives, the echo of our heart’s
response: “Lord, | love you! ”

Who is our most genuine and holiest companion in renewing the
echo of our hearts to the Lord other than our mother Mary? Mary
is the faithful servant of the echo of this love. That is how she
lived this love in her own life and in the lives of the Apostles, and
that is how she is helping us to live it in our lives today. She has
been with us from the moment the Lord entrusted us to her care
while he was on the cross, and entrusted her to us so we can be
faithful to her and imitate her in the way she loved the Lord and
served him. We can then say with her to God: “l am the servant of
the Lord.”

TRUE LOVE

Do you love me? Do you love me? Do you love me? Yes, you
know that | love you. Yes, you know that | love you. Yes, you

know that | love you.

You would think after three times the message would get
across that Peter loves Jesus. Or does he? If you were asked
‘Do you love me?’ would you respond, ‘You know that . - - It
you truly love someone wouldn’t you just say, ‘I love you,
with no strings attached! Yet Peter keeps responding, ‘You
know that | love you! Was he trying to convince Jesus of his
love or was he trying to convince himself?

How do we really know we really love another? What is love

anyway as we easily fall into and out of love? The three

times that Jesus questions Peter is necessary. Love needs to

keep going, it cannot stop. We need to constantly work at it,

Eut it before us as our goal. Am | loving? Do | love God or
im or her?

Love is necessary and we all need it. Jesus asked Peter three
times if he loved him. We all want to be loved. We all need
love. We all want to love. Even Jesus wanted Peter’s love.

So do you love someone? If so, is your response, ‘You know
| do?’ If it is, probably like Peter, Jesus is prodding you out of

?/our self-justification and defences and trying to get you to |

ove unconditionally. It does not matter if the other person
knows you love them or not. If you love someone, your
simple response is YES! Or you can simply shout out with a
wide smile across your face, | LOVE YOU. End of story.
Nothing more needs to be said. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Lord, | Love You!

Today, on Mothers Day, we celebrate this feast with the mother
of all humanity, our Mother Mary, the mother who is full of grace
and full of tenderness, saying to her in this Marian month of
May, along with Saint Pope John Paul II: “I am all yours!”

So many poems have been written about the mother, so many
great poets and philosophers have said great things about her,
and so many hymns and songs have been sung for her; of course,
she deserves them all. But as for me, simply, the most wonderful
poem, hymn, song, thesis or story that has been ever written
about her is just the word “mum”! And because you are “mum”,
the unique relationship between you and me can be embodied.

On behalf of all the clergy and staff at Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral, | would like to wish our mothers a blessed and
wonderful Mothers Day, and ask our Lady and Mother to
intercede for you always. We also pray for all the mothers who
have gone before us to heaven. May the Lord grant them eternal
rest in his heavenly kingdom.

The most beautiful saying about Mary and the mother is
perhaps this verse from the Song of Songs: “you are altogether
beautiful, my love; there is no flaw in you.” (Song 4:7)-

Father Tony Sarkis
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1
! From dealing with the impacts of the bushfires,
1 our houses into our children’s schools and our

{ offices. Parents have become defacto teachers

I and the fridge never seems to have enough

| food for the family. And while it seems

: everything has been turned on its head and

i change is all around us, it's comforting to know
| that there are still some constants in our lives:

' 1) The Lord is risen...that will never change

1 2) Our Mother Mary is always listening to our prayers...pray often
| to her in this month of May

i 3) Our church always finds a way to serve our spiritual needs...we
| are eternally grateful.

i

i During this period of lockdown and no committee events, it’s
| amazing the creativity observed by families in trying to stay
i connected to our Lord, the Church and in fulfilling our spiritual
i duties and obligations. From group rosaries via zoom, to daily
: family gospel readings, home re-enactments of the Stations of the
| Cross, to creating and decorating home altars for the live stream
! masses and Adoration. Though our Church doors are closed, our
1 God is ever present in our homes and lives.

!

| It’s easy to fall into the trap of believing those who say that 2020
tis so far the year that God forgot about. However it’s also easy to
i miss that God has given us back much needed valuable time to
ispend with our families, to reflect on the things we took for
| granted, to re-evaluate our priorities and to engage with him even
! more deeply in our homes. Let’s use this special time wisely.

! The Family Committee



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP fier e st Faustasks et

“Simon son of John, do you love me

Dear Brothers and Sisters, more than these.” Of course, Peter
replies that he does. Jesus asks the

On the 5th Sunday of the Resurrection, we reflect on the question three times to the frustration

passage from St John’s gospel through which Jesus gives the of Peter. Each time Jesus says to him,

authority_of the Church to Peter and provides us with a feed my lambs, tend my sheep

constitution on love. On this special Sunday, we also celebrate and feed my sheep.

Mother’s Dayt ,

Jesus appoints Peter to shepherd his flock. But Jesus does not

Who more than ‘our mothers fit the criteria that Jesus is ask him if he was educated, if he had any qualifications
stipulating to Saint Peter? Who more than mothers love their |, tother he came from a \A.:ell-known family, or had an\:f
. r

E}:lildren rtnhc_>re t:ﬁ.n an\‘,!bl_co}dr\: EISS’ m;reghh%nhthemseliis, MOFe  hersonal wealth. He asked him one question: “Do you love
afl anyaing tiis Worlteias 10 oter: O more than our ..o more than these?” This was the ultimate test to see if he

mothers, sacrifice themselves for their children through their i : :
actions and through theirgreat love? The mother embodies the :\}:as wcl»rthy tg___;g ke fhn .';hJe authTrltydothhe Ch UdrCh' tL}::_ve \Eai
love of God because the'love of a mother stems from the love I 5 'I:m - CONUUE Fava e Paten, OVe ang noLnGa i
God. He chose to be jncarnate from a mother, the mother of us g
e Blessec_i:_\jlrgln WeLE Jesus chose Peter who denied him three times, with his
In this month’of May, in which we honour our Blessed Mother Weakness and remorse, with everything that he knew about
and on this Sunday on which we honour all mothers, we pray to him and gave him the power to shepherd his flock and
the Lofd to bless and protect all mothers through the handed him the keys to his Church. This profession and
intefcession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Through the role that affirmation of love had to precede the giving of authority.
%he played in the history of salvation, she showed us how to And as Bishop Fulton Sheen writes “authority without love is
love the Lord and one another. And a mother, through her love tyranny.” Authority without love is dictatorship but authority
for her children, shows us how to love the Lord and others with love is true leadership and builds up one another.
_because she sees the face of the Lord in her husband and Authority with love is perfectly personified in mothers.
“chitdcen.
e On this day, | thank you mothers for all that you do and wish
The Gospel of this Sunday is a continuation of last Sunday’s you a blessed Mother’s Day!
gospel when Jesus appeared to the Apostles as they.were Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

' ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

FOLLOWING JESUS

Can we still follow Jesus when we feel so far away from the Parish?

By now most of us have been in self isolation for about a month or so. You might be
missing out on attending mass, seeing friends and families, going to the park or just
catching up with a friend for coffee. These are simple activities we have taken for granted,
simple tasks we never thought could be taken from us. Although, this is necessary to
flatten the curve of COVID 19 and we must follow the restrictions to not further spread
and cause more harm to our loved ones, especially the elderly. This pandemic has changed
yet | hope we look to the bright side in order to see what it has taught us. We are lucky to
still be able to stream mass, in some countries, Christians don’t have the freedom to
practice their faith and are unable to attend mass as freely as we can. We are lucky to
have internet to still continue working and to also use it to catch up with family and friends. In some countries, people do
not have this luxury. We are still able to eat and provide our families with food however many countries continue to suffer
from hunger. We are still free to catch up with a friend by going for walks whilst maintaining social distancing. This
pandemic has taught us to be more simple, it has given us precious time with family, more time to complete those tasks
we are always unavailable for, and hopefully made us grateful for all we have. | have been grateful to still be able to
celebrate mass with my mother, and this has given me extra time to teach her how to use the book of offering.

You choose what to take away from this pandemic, you can be grateful for all the things that you once would have taken
for granted, or be ungrateful for all the things you are missing out on. Make the most of this time and never lose sight of
the Lord, incorporate the mass within your home by lighting a candle and burning incense while streaming mass, create
a small altar by the TV, to help the family feel that the mass is still special. Gather the family together and take part in mass
the same way you would have before the pandemic.

Christina Maksisi



SAINT OF THE WEEK
Sair\t Berh‘adeffe Soukirous

St. Bernadette was born in Lourdes, France on January 7, 1844. Her parents were
very poor and she was the first of nine children. She was baptized at St. Pierre's, the
local parish church, on January 9. As a toddler, Bernadette contracted cholera and
suffered extreme asthma. Unfortunately, she lived the rest of her life in poor health.

On Thursday, February 11, 1858, fourteen-year-old Bernadette was sent with her
younger sister and a friend to gather firewood, when a very beautiful lady appeared to
her above a rose bush in a grotto called Massabielle. The woman wore blue and white |
and smiled at Bernadette before making the sign of the cross with a rosary of ivory and g
gold. Bernadette fell to her knees, took out her own rosary and began to pray.
Bernadette later described the woman as "uo petito damizelo," meaning "a small
young lady. Though her sister and friend claimed they were unable to see her,
Bernadette knew what she saw was real.

During her sixteenth vision, which Bernadette claims to have experienced for over
an hour, was on March 25. Bernadette claimed she had asked the woman her name,

, and finally the woman said, "l am the Immaculate Conception."

Saint Bernadette is often depicted in prayer with a rosary or appealing to the Holy

Virgin. She was beatified in 1925 and canonized by Pope Piuis Xl in December 1933.

Saint Bernadette is the patroness of illness, people ridiculed for their piety, poverty, shepherds, shepherdesses, and Lourdes,
France.

WHY MUST WE SUFFER? BECAUSE HERE

BELOW PURE LOVE CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT

SUFFERING.: @ JESUS JESUS,; | NO LONGER
FEEL MY CROSS WHEN I THINK OF YOURS.

| SHALL SPEND EVERY MOMENT LOVING! |

SHALL DELIGHT WITH MY MOTHER IN THE JOY
OF JESUS HIMSELF TN PERFECT SAFETY

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
$5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED
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COMMUNITY ” ]
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NETWORK PAGE
POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

Community Business Network Page? MI(LYN’S

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole month ANESARSETHAR BEA NN

E media@olol.org.au -
P (02) 8898 1536 Ph: 9721-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Emellio Boustos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Antonios Tanna Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous &
: '\I Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the
~ \T/ Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family (N} (O}

. ¥ (P)(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Saade Saade, Youssef & Nazha Sarkis & Family (T) (U) (V) (W)
(x)(Y) (2)
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