THE GOSPEL

Sunday 26 APRIL 2020

FROM YOUR PARISH

~

THE EPISTLE

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talkin
with each other about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognising him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, lookin
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answere
him, “Are xpu the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not
know the t |n%isvthat have taken place there in these days?” He
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. The% were at the tomb early this morning, and
when they did not find his body there, they came back and told
us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he
was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!
Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things
about himself in all the Scriptures. As they came near the
village to which they were %Qing, he walked ahead as if he were
Eomg on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us,
ecause it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So
he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talklng to us on the
road, while he was opening the Scriptures to us?” That same
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found
the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and

how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread. Lk 24:13-35
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES Rosary: Fr Tony Sa_rkls (De_:a_n): 0433 211 248
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Mon - Sat 8:30am (Arabic) Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787
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7pm (English) By appointment Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
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Live Streaming Through Social

Brothers and sisters, remember Jesus
Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant
of David — that is my gospel, for which |
suffer hardship, even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But the word of
God is not chained. Therefore | endure
everything for the sake of the elect, so
that they may also obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
The saying is sure: If we have died with
him, we will also live with him; if we
endure, we will also reign with him; if we
deny him, he will also deny us; if we are
faithless, he remains faithful — for he
cannot deny himself.

2Tim 2:8-13
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RESURRECTION

Look at your heart. It tells
the story of why you were
made

Ven. Fulton Sheen

PRAYER

Dear Lord, You died on the

cross to save us, the ultimate

gift of sacrifice! As your
children we pray that you
will inspire us to use the gift
of sacrifice with our fellow
brothers and sisters. We pray
during this pandemic you
will help us to sacrifice in
other priorities to grow in
faith closer and closer to

you. Amen!

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30 pm
Saturday 9am -1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883

524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD The Way Back ...

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the third Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection,
Saint Luke tells us about the first Eucharistic encounter with the
risen Lord. God has willed that the first breaking of the bread
after the glorious resurrection to take place in the domestic
church with the two disciples whom the risen Lord accompanied
on the way to Emmaus. It was the Lord Jesus who took the
initiative, presenting himself suddenly to them, walking with
them as he had promised us to do every time two people or more
meet in his name. He accompanied them to lift up their hearts
and remove their sorrow, anxiety and worry, by explaining to
them the mystery of redemption. When he saw that they were
still blinded by fear, he did not leave them before he would fill
them with joy and peace. He came with them to their house, and
there, as soon as he gave thanks, blessed the bread and broke it,
they recognised him!

How much do we resemble the two disciples of Emmaus! We live
in fear at a time of uncertainty and pandemic, often forgetting
that the Lord turns our darkness into light by his perpetual
presence among us. Wouldn’t be wonderful if we could always
notice how good the Lord is? See, he is now breaking bread with
us in our own homes! He takes the initiative everyday, we only
need to be ready to receive him, like the two disciples who
insisted that he would stay with them that night even before they
recognised him. He takes the initiative and comes to our homes
to dwell with us and fill our hearts with peace through the act of
spiritual communion that we make when we participate in the
mass on social media. We are now living in patience and hope!
With hope the grace comes to our lives! Take heart, darkness will
soon be dispelled and the first light will dawn! Be ready to come
back to the church as she is the bride of Christ, the source of the
Sacraments from which we quench our thirst. Pope Francis is
urging us to be ready for that day to start our return journey. How
wonderful would your return from our domestic churches to the
main church, our parish cathedral, would be! | know how deep is
your longing for the Eucharist and communion!

SCRIPTURE AND MEALS

The opening of the Scriptures and the breaking of the bread is
what is presented to us in the walk to Emmaus account. These are
two parts to the Mass —the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of !
the Eucharist.

The two disciple discuss their frustration at the turn of events
that had recently happened — Jesus of Nazareth, his death and
claims by women of his Resurrection. None of it makes sense.
This was not how things should have worked out. Life has its
unexpected twists and turns and we are left unsure, disappointed
and lost. This is when Jesus steps in.

Like the two heading for Emmaus, we are on a journey that is ;

sometimes very unclear. Our answers can be found if we turn to
Christ. He offers clarity and meaning to those times that seem so !
wrong. We have our Bible and the Gospels reveal to us Jesus’
teachings. They are sacred texts that promise us hope despite our i
trials and inadequacies.

While Jesus spends the evening with the two disciples, he shares |
a meal, ‘He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them’
(v30). Once again we can find reassurance in life, when we gather,
celebrate the Eucharist, or share a meal, and enjoy one another’s
company.

So during this Resurrection Season, let us delve deeper into the ,
Bible to discover new enlightening truths and let us celebrate the
Eucharist or meals with one another, sharing stories and offering !
insight. We pray that Churches be places where people gather
and find nourishment in Christ and support from one another.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF |

| know it because | know
you and | know how much
you love Jesus. Always
remember, those who g ~ ==
persevere to the end are savedI We need to stand our ground,
we are the people of hope as we are the people of the risen
Christ. Our homes are churches, our utterings prayer, our
presence praising, our deeds light and our lives hope! Our
Christian existence is a perpetual daily mass! Through this
perpetuality, our Church remains alive with her sacraments,
praising God with the voices of her sons and daughters,
enlightening the world with her spirit.

From the initiatives of the Lord we learn how to take the
initiative in this time of imposed isolation, towards the closest
people to us, in this Year of the Maronite Outreach, benefiting
from the time we are spending at home to live the joy of the
word within the family, before we take it to others. The Divine
Providence has perhaps willed to transform our Eparchy’s
theme for this year of Maronite Outreach, from reaching out to
people, as originally planned, to reaching within first. How
wonderous the Lord is! He knows how to turn every isolation
and fear into an encounter with him and peace. Talking about
initiatives, | would like to announce a new initiative in our parish,
a daily Marian journey throughout the month of May. We will be
praying the rosary twice a day, at 8.30 am in Arabic, just before
the 9.00 am mass, and at 7.00 pm in English, right after the 6.00
pm mass. Hence, our Lady will be visiting your homes, open your
doors wide for her and be ready to welcome her by participating
in our daily Marian journey online. As it is a time of initiatives
par excellence, | would like to thank all of you for taking the
initiative to help our parish in this difficult phase. As per our
popular sayings, “a pebble can support a barrel”! The most
important is your love and faithfulness to your church and
parish. May God bless you, and let us keep united in prayer, in
the hope of meeting you again soon at the church.

FERSEN cunﬁén“

ESN—— S

On behalf of your Fersen Leaders, | would
‘ like to wish you and your famlhes a blessed
: and safe Easter.
f
i As we continue in the Season of the Glorious
' Resurrection, let us sit and reflect for a moment about ourselves
| and about life in general. In your reflection you may have various
|quest'|ons or thoughts that may pop up in to your mind such as,
I what is going on? The world is becoming a scary place and you’re
| feeling so alone. Am | right?

1 Let me assure you, that it is okay for you to feel that way, because
i the world is changing and we are being forced to adapt rapidly to
'the new ways of living especially when we are so used to
attendmg Church on Sunday and Fersen on Saturday’s. | want you
iall to remember that even though these things have changed,
: always remember JESUS hasn’t.

tJesus is the light of the world and even in the darkest times,
i though we may not be able to go to Church physically on Sunday,

! i He is Spiritually with you. He is the light inside your hearts and we

‘ should always talk to Him. Jesus is a great listener, He will always
'be by your side, but we need to show Him that we haven’t

: forgotten Him and never will. We need to continue to show our

i love for Him. This could be praying the rosary every morning and

i night, continuing to participate in Mass at home with your

i families in front of an Altar and TV.

l

i May God continue to Bless and guide each and everyone of you

I and we look forward to seeing you all again soon.

I Adelle Raad



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this third Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Resurrection,
our Maronite liturgy leads us to reflect on the Gospel of the
Road to Emmaus. This gospel is one of the most vivid accounts
of Christ’s appearances after His resurrection.

\

We read that Cleopas, with his friend whose name is not given,
because he is each of us, are leaving Jerusalem. They had
hoped that Jesus would save Israel. The adventure had been
great but it had ended badly and they wanted to leave it behind
them. Turning their backsbn Jerusalem, the city of God, they
set off for Emmaus, the, place where Judas Maccabee had
defeated the Syrian armies. So Emmaus is a glorious village in
the history of Israel. Tﬁe disciples had heard that women went
to the tomb and fotind it empty but they were disheartened
and were Ieavmg Jerusalem like nothing really changed for
them. :

Cleopas® and his companion explained everything to the
stpafiger who joined them on the road. They had hoped that the
Messiah would be like Judas Maccabee: a man who would
expel the Roman invader and allow God's people to live their
faith. Even after all this time with Jesus, they had not

_understood the wisdom of God. Jesus takes them back to what
“the prophets had said and explains to them that the Messiah
had to?uffet;o enter into his glory. As Jesus speaks to them and
reminds them of-the Scriptures, a fire is rekindled in their
hearts. Jesus speaks to the disciples and the word awakens a
new life in them. With a burhing heart, they invite him to stay
with them.

B

JESUS’ WORK IN MY LIFE

When | look back and see how life has changed me, it is remarkable to observe
just how much God can do with so very little. Like a piece of raw timber in the
hands of a carpenter, Jesus, waiting to be chiseled into something magnificent!

Or the transformation of fishermen into disciples of the Lord and preachers to

all nations. That was a masterpiece in action!

On the road to Emmaus and at the
house of the two disciples the Risen
Lord celebrated the first mass after his
Resurrection. He walked with them and
brought to them the words of life, He
explained to them the scriptures and
how it pointed to him. This is the first
part of the mass where the
congregation of the believers enter into
a dialogue with God, listens to his living
Word and the homily given by the priest. In the house, Jesus
sat down with the two disciples at the table and this is the
second part of the Mass where we celebrate the mystery of
salvation, that we call the Anaphora. At the table, Jesus took
the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them, and their
eyes were opened. It is not a coincidence that it is around
the supper table that the disciples’ eyes are opened and they
see Jesus for who He really is.

Following the example of the 2 disciples of Emmaus
returning back to Jerusalem that same night, we should be
ready to give witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. But
we need to know him first. Through the Eucharist, we
understand and know Jesus for He is personally and truly
present in the sacrament. Through the lens of the Eucharist,
Jesus comes most fully and vividly into focus. Let us open
eyes and hearts that we may encounter Jesus on our own
road to Emmaus.

| wish you a blessed Sunday!

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

Over five decades ago, as a frightened and shy little Lebanese girl, an immigrant to Australia, | had to learn a new language
and adapt to the rejection and name-calling which became a daily ritual at school. Perhaps this set the foundations for
my fighting spirit to survive in the coming years. It certainly gave me a hunger to learn and aspire to achieve more in life.
Unfortunately, | became an object for abuse, but this only drew me closer to Jesus, my “invisible friend” to whom | ran for
consolation and comfort. Yes, | was too young to know much about faith or reason, but | only needed to know that Jesus
was there for me...and He was.

From these past experiences | found myself instinctively defending anyone who was being treated unfairly, or helping
those in need of assistance. It became clear to me, as | grew in maturity and wisdom, that God had allowed me to carry
many crosses so that | may know how to help others in carrying theirs. Jesus was no longer my invisible friend, but my
Lord and my God, who had worked wonders and miracles in my young life to bring me to a ripe old age of wisdom and
compassion. Only by the grace of God has my life progressed to this stage. My career was set on becoming a social worker.
In the hands of Jesus | became more, in various fields. The Carpenter and His chisel are still at work in me.

Salwa Elias
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint Maria Faustina

The Lord Jesus chose Sr. Maria Faustina as the Apostle and "Secretary" of His Mercy, so that she could tell the world about His
great message, which Sr. Faustina recorded in a diary she titled Divine Mercy in My Soul. In the Old Covenant He said to her:

"I sent prophets wielding thunderbolts to My people. Today I am
sending you with My mercy to the people of the whole world. I do not
want to punish aching mankind, but | desire to heal it, pressing it to My
Merciful Heart." (Diary, 1588)

In an extraordinary way, Sr. Maria Faustina's work sheds light on the
mystery of the Divine Mercy. It delights not only the simple and
uneducated people, but also scholars who look upon it as an additional
source of theological research. The Diary has been translated into more
than 20 languages, including, English, German, Italian, Spanish, French,
Portuguese, Arabic, Russian, Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, Polish, Castilian
Brazilian, Vietnamese, Korean, Chinese, Swedish, Ukrainian, Dutch

and Japanese. Sister Maria Faustina, consumed by tuberculosis and

by innumerable sufferings which she accepted as a voluntary sacrifice
for sinners, died in Krakow at the age of just 33 on October 5, 1938, with
a reputation for spiritual maturity and a mystical union with God. The
reputation of the holiness of her life grew as did the cult to the Divine
Mercy and the graces she obtained from God through her intercession. -

In the years 1965-67, the Investigative Process into her life and heroic virtues was undertaken in Krakow and in the year 1968,
the Beatification Process was initiated in Rome. The latter came to an end in December 1992.

On April 18, 1993 our Holy Father, John Paul Il raised St. Faustina to the glory of the altars. She was canonized on April 30, 2000.
St. Maria Faustina's remains rest at the Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy in Krakow-Lagiewniki.

YOU EXPIRED, O JESUS, BUT THE SOURCE
OF LIFE GUSHED FORTH FOR SOULS AND AN
OCEAN OF MERCY OPENED UP FOR THE
WHOLE WORLD. O FOUNT OF LIFE,
UNFATHOMABLE DIVINE MERCY, ENVELOP THE
WHOLE WORLD AND EMPTY YOURSELF OUT
UPON USs. O BLOOD AND WATER, WHICH
GUSHED FORTH FROM THE HEART OF JESUS
AS A FOUNT OF MERCY FOR US,
| TRUST IN YOU!

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
$5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Emellio Boustos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Antonios Tanna Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous &
' - ‘\ Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the
A \T/ Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all falthful departed of Moussa family (N) (O)
. ¥ (P)(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Saade Saade, Youssef & Nazha Sarkis & Family (T) (U) (V) (W)
(x)(Y) (2)
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