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THE GOSPEL

A week later his disciples were again in the house,
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas:
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” Thomas answered him: “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the

presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

In 20: 26-31

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary:

Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm,
Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary
Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour:

Thursdays 8pm - 9pm

Live Streaming Through Social
Media

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

Mon - Sat
8am (Arabio) A0,
9:30am (English) opm (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng) CONFESSIONS
7pm {(English) By appointment

Sunday 19 APRIL 2020

FROM YOUR PARISH

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, therefore, knowing the fear of
the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we
ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that
we are also well known to your consciences. We
are not commending ourselves to you again, but
giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so
that you may be able to answer those who boast in
outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges
us on, because we are convinced that one has died
for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all,
so that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was raised
for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no
one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we
know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us;
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

2 Cor5:11-21
CONTACT
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787
Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092
Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807
Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

NEW SUNDAY &
FEAST OF
DIVINE MERCY

Love endures everything,
love is stronger than death,
love fears nothing.

St Faustina

PRAYER

Lord, may we love with all
our energy, and believe with
all our hearts. Teach us to
accept our challenges and to
embrace our victories. Put
courage in our hearts, so
that we may be open to
sharing your unconditional
love with the world. May we
hold those we love most
closely, and may we never
take their presence for
granted. May we not
hesitate to be kind, for in
doing so, we are showing
your face to the world. Amen

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in the risen Christ;

Our Church has entered with great joy a new season, the Season
of the Glorious Resurrection. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is
risen on the third day, after he was subject to suffering,
crucifixion and death. He achieved victory over death to save us
from its power.

On this Sunday we arrive to what is known in our Maronite
Church as “New Sunday”. Many may ask why do we give it this
name? Firstly, it is new because lesus whao is risen from the dead
on Sunday has made Sunday the most important day of the week,
transforming the new followers from worshiping on Saturday to
worshiping on Sunday. Secondly, it is called “new” because there
is no commandment or order to worship on Sunday, but Christ is
risen from the dead on Sunday, and in the Sundays after
Resurrection Sunday we see Jesus appearing to his disciples and
others. Therefore, every Sunday has become for the early Church
a day in which there is an encounter between the risen Christ and
his faithful people through the breaking of the bread and drinking
of the cup, in remembrance of Christ. Upon this tradition, the
Church celebrates her holy day on a Sunday in which Christ
appears to his faithful people through his body and blood.

The New Sunday is an opportunity to renew ourselves so we can
carry our crosses in light of the resurrection. This would turn our
doubt into faith, and our love into acts of mercy and hope.

In the Season of the Glorious Resurrection, you will notice that
the priests do not bow at the moment of the epiclesis, calling of
the Holy Spirit during mass. The reason for that is that the Church
and her priests continue to celebrate the risen Christ who
conqguered death.

THE HANDS OF ETERNAL LIFE

In this New Sunday after the Resurrection, Jesus comes to the
disciples in the room and presents himself to Thomas, who has
come to believe in the Resurrected Jesus. ‘See my hands’ (VZ?}
Jesus tells Thomas. See the scars on my hands, where the nails o
the crucifixion were. The hands that were nailed to the Cross. The
hands that held up a body racked with pain. See the hands and
believe that Jesus gave up his life, crucified to a cross. Jesus g]@\re
his life for love, willingly. And here Jesus is again in our midst. The
very present Jesus, with us and pmonﬁjus, near % ?:Pd attentive
to us. As Isaiah puts it in 49:16, ‘See, ["have inscribed you on the
palms of my hands’ Jesus has literally committed our life into his

care.

Jane N. Dowling, a survivor of clerical sexual abuse and author of

Child, Arise! The Courage to Stand: A Spiritual Handbook for

Survivors of Sexual Abuse proposes a vision for the Church in
Australia:

Perhaps ‘Thomas’ represents our church today. A church
strugFIing to hold on to faith, hope and love. A church that wants
to beli

in his Paschal glory thrOUﬁh the witness of persons who have
been wounded, yet through faith and life in the Spirit, have been
transformed and healed and are on a journey of restoration.

‘Do not doubt but believe’ (v27). Many will question the
resurrection of Jesus and sneer at the thought. Once one is dead,
that is it. Yet for us, Jesus is alive, God is eternal. How do we

know? We intuit it- Just like Thomas put his finger into Jesus’ hand !

and touched his side that was pierced, we too have felt the
warmth of Christ. We have experienced being wrapped up in a
loving God'’s embrace. There is a God eternal who is there with us,
not just in the beauty of life, the high and the joys, but God is
found when nothing else remains, in the abandonment and
despair, the darkness and desperation, in the emptiness that
Thomas felt. There we find the hope and light of a resurrected
God, as Thomas did. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

All New for New

eve and move forward but needs to witness first-hand Jesus |

A word of thanks to the priests, deacons and subdeacon for all
their effarts especially during the Holy Week and Resurrection
Sunday, to keep this parish beating with the heart of the Lord
through its pastoral work via social media. A word of thanks to
our sisters the nuns for assisting us in our pastoral work. The
biggest thanks to all the anonymous soldiers who toil in silence
and patience to deliver the Word of Life to our domestic
churches in these exceptional circumstances.

Since we are still deprived of seeing you at the Cathedral due to
the health measures that are still in effect, we have launched a
new initiative via social media to bolster our interaction. The
new initiative is called “Chat With Your Priest”. It is an
opportunity for you to ask any questions or queries you may
have and we respond to you every day. You can participate in the
“Chat With Your Priest” initiative by sending us your questions
through media@olol.org.au.

May our risen Lord bless you all and embrace you with his love
and compassion.

Father Tony Sarkis

YOUTH CORNER

:_-D-é__a_re_st Friends of OLOL, i
i Wishing You A Blessed and Happy Easter! Christ is
: Risen. He is Truly Risen. This Joy is Everlasting.

! A few weeks back; and out of no where, Covid-19 YOUTH
i attacked humanity and changed everything we do.

I These temporary measures have called us to give up the things we
i cherish - Being present at Divine Liturgy, Adoration, Evening Rosary, Bible
| Studies, Youth Events, spending time with each other and checking in on
1 each other The list goes on. We are missing this dearly; and we are
| feeling this same loneliness, anxiety and fear that you all feel.

|

I There is one constant - Christ Rose from the Dead. And what that does
i mean for us? It means that nothing, not even death, can separate us
1 from the Love of God. It means that we have power to see the good in
every single situation; it means we don’t wait for the storm to pass,
i rather we dance in the rain. Where there is fear and trials today, God is
{ calling us to spend time in Prayer, spend time with our Families, take on
I new hobbies - make the most of this TEMPORARY situation.

! We Promise, as your Servants of the MYO - to continue bringing new
; ways to connect with each other, and with God. The MYO is facilitating
t Nightly Rosary’s at 9.30pm through Zoom. Our Facebook and Instagram
i Pages continue to share Spiritual and Social Content to keep us
i connected. Our Masses and Adoration are Live Streamed for you to be
:apart of We are still givin% you ways to serve our Community; Blood
| Donations are available. Fo low our Pages for more information.

i More than anything, always know that we are here for you ALL - only
i ever a call away!

I
| Lord We Ask You - just as You Showed Your Power over Death, Show Your

! Power over this virus. Protect the Sick, and Give Strength to those at the
i Frontline. Amen.

: Our Love Always, Roy-Charbel Farah,
| Your Servants of the MYO
i



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This first Sunday after Resurrection is called New Sunday in our
Maronite Liturgical Calendar, and it is the Sunday of the Divine
Mercy, inthe tradition of the Universal Catholic Church.

This Sunday’s Gospel tells us about the Apostles, who gathered
in a small house for fear of the Jews after the death of Jesus
Christ. They had locked every window and door, and they were
in a state of grieving. They must have been deeply sad, angry,
disappointed, confused and very afraid to say the least. Instead
of waiting eagerly to meet the Lord after his Resurrection from
among the dead, they werésfearful

When the Lord appeared to the Apostles the first time after his
Resurrection, Thomas'was not with them. When the Apostles
told Thomas that théy had seen the Lord, he was not convinced
and told themy “Unless | see the mark ofthe nails in His hands,
and put my ﬁnger in the mark of the nails, and my hand in hIS
side, | willnot believe". After eight days, Jesus appeared to the
dlsup}e?,/agam and this time Thomas was present. He said to
him, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
ﬁand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe". And St
Thomas answered with a cry proclaiming his faith and saying:
"My Lord and my God!"

‘I'n"ﬂ"re_.ht_[adition of the Church, it is known that St Thomas did
not toucheur Lord, nor did he ever consider doing so after
seeing Him, because-he quickly realised that it is Truly Him and
he proclaimed his faith without any doubt that Jesus is the Lord
and the Messiah, the Son of God.

JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU

Thinking myself “well-prepared” | had written my article for this newsletter
in advance, as part of my spiritual nourishment during these days of isolation.
But God intervened and reminded me that His ways are not man’s ways,

and His plans are far better than our own.

More than ever, today | rejoice in the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord, and most

Today we find ourselves in the same situation as the Apostles
and St Thomas. We are locked up in our homes due to the
pandemic. Like the Apostles, many of us are feeling deeply
depressed, angry, disappointed, confused and afraid to say
the least. Many of us are even doubting the relevance of the
decisions that are being taken by the authorities, by the
Church and even some are doubting the presence of God in
this situation. What we are experiencing is not easy at all. To
doubt is normal. However, it is our faith that needs to be
activated today, like Thomas. At this time in our lives, we
need to allow our doubt to lead us to a deeper understandlng
of greater faith. How? We need to activate every prayer that -
we have ever prayed, we need to activate the grace of every
Mass that we have attended, we need to recall every word
that we have read or listened to through the Scriptures, and
dig deep into our hearts to find the presence of the Lord,
whom we have received through the Eucharist since our first
Holy Communion. We need to activate today everything that
we have learnt about the Lord and understand it in the light
of the times that we find ourselves in. The situation that we
are in is temporary, yet we have the choice to allow this
situation to either direct us to heaven or direct us elsewhere.

Let us allow our doubt to lead us to a deeper and greater
faith, in order to inherit the kingdom of heaven promised to
all those who believe in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

especially in God’s Mercy. He has truly shown me that our prayers and offerings are never in vain, for His Mercy can never
be outdone. My Dad passed away during this recent Holy Week and was buried on Good Friday, with no family or friends
to farewell him. But God was there, and that’s all that matters. God was there whether or not we believe it.... He was with
Him in those last hours alone, just as Jesus was with the ‘good thief’ in his last hours. The timeless conversation that took
place on Calvary, amidst the 7 Last Words of Christ, were repeated, | am certain, on the day my Dad took his last breath —
“Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.” There is no greater mercy than Divine Mercy which was
witnessed on that Cross.... “Today, you will be with me in Paradise.” | know, with all my heart, that these were the words
of Christ to my Dad. | know this because | have prayed the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Holy Rosary daily for as long as

| can remember, and | trust that God hears the prayers of a wounded heart.

Is it imprudent to trust in Divine Providence and Divine Mercy, to “let go and let God”? Certainly not. God’s Mercy has
carried me through so many trials in life. To overcome my own anxieties and burdens when feeling overwhelmed or
helpless, | lay them at His Feet with my tears and prayer of total surrender: “Jesus, | trust in You”

Salwa Elias



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

“ON THAT DAY, THE VERY DEPTHS OF MY TENDER MERCY ARE OPEN."

(Z ternal 8’9 ather,

I offer You the Body and Blood.
Soul and Divinity of Your
dearly beloved Son,

Our Lord, Jesus Christ,

in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PARISH CAMERA

SNAPIX.

Why Do You Seek the Living Among the Dead ...
He Is Not Here, But He is Risen (Lk 24:5)

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

COMMUNITY w8
BUSINESS IRSZEe 7ol

NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
’ Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

KLYN'S

For $500 ONLY you can promote -_—
your business for the whole month Bl A RERAICEIIA R B ALR

E media@olol.org.au .
P (02) 8898 1536 Ph: 9721-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Qur Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Emellio Boustos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Antonios Tanna Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous &
' - ‘\ Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the
4 \T/ Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all falthful departed of Moussa family (N} (O)
' ¥ (P)(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Saade Saade, Youssef & Nazha Sarkis & Family (T) (U) (V) (W)
(x)(Y) (2)
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