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When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.
They had been saying to one another, “Who will
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the
stone, which was very large, had already been
rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the
right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to
them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled
from the tomb, for terror and amazement had
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.

Mk 16:1-8

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary:

Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm,
Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary
Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour:

Thursdays Spm - 9pm

Live Streaming Through Social
Media

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park Mon - Thu
9am & &pm

8am (Arabic)

. Fri 9am
9:30am (English) . ;
11am (Ar/Eng) Sat 9am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng} CONFESSIONS
Tpm (English) By appointment

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, Now if Christ is
proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can
some of you say there is no resurrection of the
dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ
has not been raised, then our proclamation has
been in vain and your faith has been in vain.
We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised
Christ — whom he did not raise if it is true that
the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not
raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins. Then those also who have
died in Christ have perished. If for this life only
we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people
most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have died. For since death came through a
human being, the resurrection of the dead has
also come through a human being; for as all die
in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.

1Cor 15:12-26

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787

Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

SUNDAY

Be strong and courageous;

do not be frightened, for
God is with you always

Joshua 1:9

PRAYER

Dear Lord, may | realize
afresh today what Your
death and resurrection
mean for me. Forgiveness,
freedom, and the ability
to walk with You through
this fallen world into
eternity. May | always find
my satisfaction in You and
Your willingness to offer
Yourself to me. In Jesus'
Name, Amen.

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.clol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

After a long and hard journey, and a passion week full of
challenges, we find ourselves this morning of the glorious feast in
front of an empty tomb that proclaims the Good News, the news
of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and his triumph over
death. From the empty tomb, the Lord Jesus gave an appointment
to his disciples, through the women who came to the tomb very
early in the morning, asking them to go before him to Galilee
where he would meet them.

Had the women found the Lord lying in the tomb, it would not
have been empty, and if the tomb was net empty, we would not
have seen a sign of hope, the hope of the resurrection of the Lord
from death! Through emptiness, lesus transformed the tomb
from a place of sorrow, darkness and despair to a place of joy, light
and hope. The empty tomb is a sign of our hope, victory,
steadfastness and salvation. The world scares us from emptiness
because its emptiness is scary! As for us, emptiness is a sign of
hope because the Lord fills every space of it with his presence,
love and mercy.

What a journey we have been through! How many times despair
has tried to creep into our hearts and we have been staving it off
with faith, intense prayer, fasting, penance, obedience and
ongoing communication with the Church. we have persevered
and triumphed with the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over
death with a glorious resurrection that has dispelled every
darkness. With the hope of the resurrection, everything is

transformed into grace, even pandemic viruses!

THE EMPTY TOMB OUR SIGN OF HOPE!

Let us look into the graces that have come upon us abundantly
with the spread of the pandemic virus all over the world! A virus
too small to be seen with the naked eye has united all peoples
who have all found themselves in the same trench against one
common enemy while the wars have been dividing them! A very
tiny virus has solved the biggest dilemma of our time, the
dilemma of the alienation inside the one family due to the
overwhelming preoccupations of its members. Today, they are
back together sitting around the table, in the living room or the
backyard chatting and laughing together, devoting time to each
other! A small virus has returned to the human the most
important heavenly gift, the gift of faith! Our homes have been
transformed into small churches, their screens are now
broadcasting the masses and prayers, small altars are being
erected and the little children are decorating them with flowers
from their own backyard. Our homely churches are now in their
thousands, they nourish the bigger church, the parish church,
filling it with the warmth of faith. An unseen virus has uncovered
the'most important aspect of the technology, that it is a blessing
not a curse if we know how to use it to glorify God. This is how
we transform the empty tomb, with the power of the Lord Jesus
and his glorious resurrection, into graces that generate joy, love
and hope.

On this glorious occasion, and on behalf of my brother priests,
deacons and subdeacon, | would like to extend to you my
warmest wishes. May the resurrection of our Lord and God Jesus
Christ from death be a hope for the resurrection of humanity
from sin first, so its tomb can be empty from every evil; and a
recovery from its health repression, so that joy prevails and our
churches become busy again with their children, benches filled
and hymns sung. Hence together we can all exclaim in one voice:
Christ is Risen! He is truly Risen! And we are witnesses to this!

Father Tony Sarkis

SENIOR'S CORNER

;'Father Bernard and the Senior's Committee would like to
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express our heartwarming and sincere wishes to our
precious seniors in this holiest week of the year!

We have missed our gatherings and the precious times we
spent together, unfortunately due to the COVID-19 virus this
has had to be put on hold until further notice, but your
safety is the most important to us.

We look forward to the joyful times that we will have
together after the passing of this ordeal with God's grace.

May the Risen Lord bless you and protect you always.

Have a Blessed Easter!
Sonia Abi Rached

The Lord Is-

-~

sHappy Easter!




THE BISHOPS MESSAGE

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our Maronite
Eparchy,

The celebration of the Feast of the Resurrection this year is
different from any other year, with temporary measures which we
were not expecting, and which we can never reconcile ourselves
to. For the first time in modern history, we are celebrating Easter,
the Resurrection of our Lord, without the presence and
participation of believers in the parish churches.

It has been a new and strange experience having to close the doors
of our churches and asking the faithful to follow the celebrations
of this solemn feast from their homes on small screens or via social
media. But this is all a part of the strict preventive measures called
for by the government, to which we are committed, in order to
reduce the spread of the Coronavirus.

Until recently, each of us had taken for granted the freedom to
travel, work, leisure, social activity, and enjoying relationships with
our family and friends. But the past weeks have changed these
concepts, as if a person who had been living in a beautiful dream
awoke and was surprised by a new reality, difficult to accept, in
which there is great fear, unaccustomed restrictions, and the
clouding of our vision because of this emerging global epidemic.

The experience of fear was deeply felt by the women on that
morning of the third day, the Day of the Resurrection of the Lord
Jesus from the dead, victorious over sin and death. After the
events of Good Friday, fear overcame the Apostles, and it even
descended upon the hearts of women who came early to anoint
Jesus’ body with spices, according to tradition. They were
perturbed with this major question: “Who will roll away the stone
from the door of the grave for us?”

The answer came from the Lord, when he sent his angel, who had
moved the stone, and standing at the door of the grave said to
them: “Be not afraid, | know that you are seeking lesus who was
crucified, but he is not here, for he has been raised just as he said.”
(Matthew 28: 5-6)

The angel’s words r_erncyed any fear from the women'’s hearts and
restored to them that inner peace which they needed. They came
to .lesus" tgmhtq express their love and their faith in the One who

grac , hasteni
2 Apast es: that he was not to be found there, but
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The Resurrection of Jesus baffles many. How can anyone rise

\Mth sadness and weeping, but they -
ng to convey the great and

BE NOT AFRAID ... HE IS RISEN!

Today, we ask: Who will roll away the stone of the Coronavirus
that has filled humanity with fear and agony? Who can restore to
us the peace that we have lost as a result of this frightening
pandemic? Who will comfort the sick and strengthen doctors,
nurses and health professionals to follow their noble calling?

Before these questions, in the darkness of this S pgr 'F?dg the apgﬂela
words echo deep within us: “He is not here .- Y HISEH i
the light of the Resurrection illuminates the darkness, opening
the way to a renewal of our faith, through a true conversion of
the heart, repentance from sin and reconciliation with God and
neighbour

This year, Easter arrives at just the right time to help us to
overcome fear and anxiety, and begins within us that journey by
which we freely surrender ourselves to the will of the Lord,
entrusting into His holy hands the futures of our families and our
society, our country, and all the world. We believe that, only with
Christ, we can reach the harbour of safety, for His holy hands
steer the ship of our lives and are the sole source of every mercy,
goodness and peace. We are certain that when we reflect on the
Resurrection of the Lord with the eyes of faith, we can break
down the barriers of fear that chain us, and conquer the despair
that surrounds our world.

Dearly beloved,

Amid their fear and confusion, the Angel of the Lord told the
women who came to the tomb,

“Do not be afraid ... He is not here, He is risen!” (Mt 28:5-6)-

We pray to the Lord on this glorious feast saying:

Amid fear and sadness, Risen Christ be our peace and our joy!
Amid weakness and struggle, Risen Christ be our power and our
strength!

Amid sickness and death, Risen Christ be our healing and our life!
Amid the unknown future, Risen Christ be our hope and our way!

Amid our fai‘nilies, our communities, and our parishes, let us all
proclai_m, today and every day, with faith and joy:

"‘Chrusi is Risen ..- He is truly Risen
And we are withesses to that”

: Antoine-CharbeI 'Elrabay
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EASTER

All four Gospels differ in the telling of the story of
Jesus’ life, but the one thing they all agree on is the
death of Jesus and the Resurrection. Women are the
first at the tomb. This is not a wise move by the
authors, if they want to add credibility to the
resurrection story. If they had wanted their readers to
believe Jesus rose from the dead, then a male was
considered a solid witness. Unfortunately, in the
period of the writing of the Gospels, a woman’s
statement held very little weight. And yet all four
Gospels have the women first seeing the empty tomb
and hearing of the Risen Christ! It indicates that the
Resurrection truly happened and the Gospel writers

knew they had to include the female witness accounts.

from the dead? It was not a commonly held belief. Yet Jesus
does appear, as we can see in the miraculous change in the
disciples, that cannot be explained in any other way. From
fearful disciples hidden in a room, they become vocal and
courageous preachers of the Good News. |In the first few
centuries after Jesus’ death, there are thousands of converts
and many giving up their lives for the faith. Why would
anyone do such a thing unless they had encountered Christ
personally.

Why do we, over 2000 years later continue to follow Christ if
it was not for his miraculous life and everlasting hope of love,
If we have not experienced Jesus personally, we would not be
believers, but on the contrary we know Jesus is alive and
well! Christ rose and we are the ones who celebrate this
Good News of a God of eternal love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF



PARISH CAMERA

Our Parish Pews Filled With Pictures of OLOL
Parlshoners in Time For Palm Sunday & Holy Week
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TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

COMMUNITY e
BUSINESS o e sl poe S

NETWORK PAGE
POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

Community Business Network Page? MI(LYN’S

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole month ANESARSETHAR BEA NN

E media@olol.org.au -
P (02) 8898 1536 Ph: 9721-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 12 April - Sunday of the Resurrection Ot VY ALl aa)
(Easter Sunday) () a3 lalua Az
8:00am Easter Mass (Arabic) (@s]) cdislall ol 8 laba 4:v.
9:30am Easter Mass (English) (Gsl] [ me) 1B laluua 1 )20 s
11:00am Easter Mass (Arabic/English) (Sxisi] [ ) PP VS~ IRV N
5:00pm Easter Mass (Arabic/English) dagl¥) dan ) daseea plasa Ti0 s
6:00pm Divine Mercy Novena (GS]) )8 lasa Vo s

7:00pm Easter Mass (English)

gl (i) Ol VY iY)
Monday 13 April — Easter Monday (2f) Ll tlalua 420 s
9:00am Easter Mass (Arabic) (Snis) [ ) a1 plasa Tie
6:00pm Easter Mass (Arabic/English)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

' OLOL LIVE]

TURSDAY AT 8PM

ONLINE STREAMING

yo

THE DIVINE MERCY NOVENA

SATURDAY OF THE LIGHT 11 APR 7PM
EASTER SUNDAY 12 APR 6PM

TUESDAY 14 APR 7PM
WEDNESDAY 15 APR 7PM
THURSDAY 16 APR 7PM
FRIDAY 17 APR 7PM
SATURDAY 18 APR 7PM
| SUNDAY,19 APR FEAST OF THE DIVINE MERCY 3PM

EASTER MONDAY 13 APR 7PM {(05;‘ "
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