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THE EPISTLE

They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples

and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was
sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say,
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many
sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out
even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on

IH

Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”
And they called the blind man, saying to him,
“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing
off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.
Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to
do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My
teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go;
your faith has made you well.” Immediately he

regained his sight and followed him on the way.

Mk 10: 46-52

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary:

Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm,
Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park Mon - Thu
9am & 6pm
8am (Arabic}
" ; Fri 9am
£t Sat 9am & 6pm (Ar/Eng) Fri 7:30pm
5pm (Ar/Eng) CONFESSIONS Adoration Hour:
7pm (English} By appointment

Media

Thursdays 8pm - 9pm
Live Streaming Through Social

Brothers and sisters, | myself, Paul,
appeal to you by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ — | who am humble
when face to face with you, but bold
toward you when | am away! — | ask that
when | am present | need not show
boldness by daring to oppose those who
think we are acting according to human
standards. Indeed, we live as human
beings, but we do not wage war
according to human standards; for the
weapons of our warfare are not merely
human, but they have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy
arguments and every proud obstacle
raised up against the knowledge of God,
and we take every thought captive to
obey Christ. We are ready to punish
every  disobedience  when  your
obedience is complete. Look at what is
before your eyes. If you are confident
that you belong to Christ, remind
yourself of this, that just as you belong to
Christ, so also do we.

2Cor 10: 1-7

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445

Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787

Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795
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SUNDAY OF THE
BLIND

Jesus is with me. | have

nothing to fear

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

Is Usmallm :';I.L_ﬁr'

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, you gave
me sight yet i am still
blind. | am still unable to
recognise the  many
blessings you have given
me, | am still unable to see
you in my neighbour and
to love you in the people
who hurt me. Help me
Lord in this season of Lent
and hear my cry: “My
Teacher, let me see again”.

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.ololorg.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883

Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

It is easy to use the comforting justification for what is happening
now by saying that ‘God has a plan’, but it is much harder to
believe these words when we are really struggling with
uncertainty, deprivation or illness. This is because we have
become so attached to everything that is now being taken away
from us — comfort, health, security, certainty, etc. When the
disciples thought that Jesus was asleep while their boat was
being battered by high waves, not caring about their critical
situation, their fear overcame their senses and they began to
panic. Doesn’t this sound familiar to us today? Of course, we have
every reason to prepare ourselves in these times when the
Coronavirus is spreading, but we also have even more reason to
grow in the virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love, especially in this
Maronite Year of Outreach when we are called to be the light of
the world.

These days provide many opportunities for the world to change
its course, to withdraw itself from the culture of death and revert
to the culture of life. It is an opportunity to make time for the
important matters in life, those that we sometimes neglect —
giving time to your children, your spouse, your friends and most
importantly to God. It is not easy to be a true disciple of Christ
when we are dealing with our own frustrations, our own fears,
just like those disciples on the water. We tend to question if God
is “asleep” or neglecting our needs when desperation sets in.

In the words of Christ, “be not afraid”! Why? Because He is with
us until the end of time and He hears our prayers and petitions.
The Good Shepherd will never abandon His flock. This is the time
to shine the Light of Christ upon the world — be patient and kind,
understanding and compassionate. Do not allow panic or fear to
make you doubt. Instead, pray constantly for the courage to
endure all trials and offer your daily crosses in union with the
crucified Lord during this Great Lent, awaiting the glorious
Resurrection that will certainly come. Read your Bible, pray your
rosary, listen to spiritual hymns, read or watch the life of the
saints, light a candle before a cross or icon, take a step of
forgiveness towards someone who has hurt you.

%EE"TME:%M THE BLIND BARTIMAEUS

As we continue the Lenten journey, we come across the
healing of the blind Bartimaeus in this Sunday’s Gospel
passage. He is calling out to Jesus for mercy and healing.
Who do we call out to and what do we call out for?

‘Mercy, within mercy, within mercy,’ writes Thomas Merton.
We are all in need of deep, deep mercy. There is the

BE NOT AFRAID

What appears to the world as darkness, is for us a doorway to
offering penance and reparation for all the offences committed
against God especially over the past decade. Use this time to
grow in unity and faith. Use this time to focus on your interior
life, but also be prudent and wise in providing for your families.

Many saints lived in isolation without having any access to the
Divine Liturgy as we now have through the social media and
they survived. Let us then be grateful for these minor privileges
that we have and claim all the graces we can. Look for all that is
good in the world and do not brood over negativity, but give
thanks to God for His Mercy and Love. Be not afraid, this too will
pass!

Heavenly Father, we began our Lenten journey with the joy of
Cana, witnessed the courage of the leper, the faith of the
hemorrhaging woman, the return of the prodigal son, the
healing of the paralytic and the forgiveness of his sins. We ask
You, as your children, to have mercy on us and to lift the
blindness that is covering our sight so that we may walk in the
Light. May our journey with You, which may not always be
smooth or easy, be a journey of faith, hope and love, leading us
to the Resurrection. Amen

Father Tony Sarkis
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;E Brothers and Sisters in Christ, As the government has
| decided to close the Church, the devil is very happy L - N
| with this decision. However, soon he will find that e cn C il
| instead of one Church, thousands of Churches will be open. Every house

% and every heart will be a place of worship. Let us use this time not to cry

1or yell, or blame each other, or criticize the leaders of the Church. Let us

persistent need to feel genuine forgiveness and love. A luse this time to reflect, to pray and make use of silent time so we can
world where we can belong, feel compassion, to feel safe ! hear our Lord. Set an icon in your home, light a candle and have
and accepted. Bartimaeus craved this need for mercy !adoration every night. Remember that God is present everywhere. Pray
because as a blind man, he would have been destitute, cast ! for all the leaders because it doesn’t matter if they have made right or

to the side and ignored. 1 wrong decisions, they are still a part of our big family. Let your heart boil

i . 5 - =
When Bartimaeus is made aware of Jesus’ presence, he calls iWIth love and mercy. Keep in mind all those who are suffering and who

out consistently for mercy, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy :wi]l suffer more in time to come. When you shop, buy only what you
on me!’ (v47). He needed acceptance more than physical ' need and think about others. Think about the homeless who live their
healing. Yet Jesus not only shows Bartimaeus mercy, he ! lives day by day, sometimes hour by hour. Jesus said ‘Look at the birds of
offers him sight (and ) insight). Bartimaeus requests, ‘My I the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
teacher, let me see again’ (v51). Perhaps we too need to ‘see ! heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?...Do

again, with eyes renewed with love. How we see matters. | not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
What we see, whom we choose to see and when we see, all | ¥ ; B et
+ (Matt: 6:26-34). Our Lord created Heaven and Earth by words. He is the

matter. Have we blinded ourselves to truth, hidden our view : :
from what matters? Bartimaeus wanted to truly see. That ! almighty God, the beginning and the end. Lord Jesus, you said 365 times
! ‘do not be afraid’. Today we lift our hearts to you, we ask you to have pity

too should be our request.

lon us, to give us the strength to follow your footsteps. We ask this
! through the intercession of our Mother Mary, St Rafqa, St Pio and all the
| saints... Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF :l

Mercy and sight — may we this Lenten journey, see with eyes
of mercy each and every person around us. Amen

Deacon Robert-Pio Albayeh



THE HOUR!

It was Thursday, the day | always look forward to. After an
exhausting and stressful day at work, all | wanted to do was
go to Church at night for my appointment with Christ. The
thought'only gave me joy: “l cannot wait to go sit with Him,
lay my head on His chest and listen to His heartbeat.”

52 K N - -
Thursdays will not be the same again until further notice. It
; is now through the iPad, that moving forward, | will be able
In the monstrance, on the luminous altar, Jesus stood looking to come to Him and lay all my burdens at his feet. It is hard,

at me. Gazing upon Him was my only fountain of hope, | @admit, but at least | can still look at him and see him

strength and purpose. “Lard, it is good for me to be here. If smiling at me in silence. | can still feel his presence and
ou wish, | will put u twci?sl':elters - one for you and one for Pooce: Eoghratirhe stethnt fam emmione g Kar Uil

y : put up ty y S neverbel =

me - forever” | exclaimed during each Eucharistic Adoration

. . . s . . . . . . - -;' 2
being inspired by Peter at the Transfiguration. As a community, now we live in uncertainty and are going
through very difficult times. We cry, we regret every time

In that small piece of bread, the Creator of Heaven, Earth and Jesus had given us an opportunity to be with Him in
s Adoration when Churches were open, yet we left Him alone

Y pfoo‘r beln'g, Wae coneinen. R?ﬂectmg on Wegtiies in the Tabernacle. It is very good to be able to acknowledge
5uf‘ﬁuentto bring me to tears of happiness and thankfulness. - mistakes however this is not enough. We must learn

In that powerless piece of bread, the omnipotent God from them, plan to correct our behaviour and look forward

dwelled, ready to give up himself all over again for me. In Wwith hope, towards the upcoming days in which we will be
_that monstrance, the fullness of Love was present to only ©nce again, reunited around the altar of Love, gazing upon

love “me and bear witness to my suffering, weakness, the almighty God who dwelled among us.

strength, joys, sorto_ws,_u.ps and downs. Mary, Mother of the Church, help us through these rough
y seas and pray for us. Be our shelter and protect us under
Jesus’ silence in this hour of Adoration brought me healing your mantle.

and power to confront and overcome my anxieties and Mary, Daughter of the Father, teach Us obedience. _
worries. It was in this hour that | was able to meet my true Mary, Mother of the Word, teach us silence and pondering.

M T I f the Holy Spirit, teach trust d
self through Him. It was in this hour that Jesus helped me o CempE & Ol SHit TeacH IHS S eh

) _ surrender.
understand and accept that His ways are different than mine,
even though the process might be so tiring. Angelo Hedwan

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

FAITH AND BLINDNESS

One of my favorite quotes from the Scriptures is: “We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7).
This idea is that our life journey is navigated first fore mostly by our faith. Our faith in Jesus
needs to be the light which guides our journey. As Christians, we are called to look with the
eyes of faith in each situation we face. However, we must never disregard the gift of physical
sight. A large part of Jesus’ mission was helping people to see—physically and spiritually.

Bartimeus begs Jesus for the gift of sight, bringing him to faith in Christ. If there is one thing
we learn from the scriptures, it's that Jesus wants us to fix the eyes of our body and our

souls on him, but then further to that, recognizing that the gaze of God is fixed on us. In our Sunday Gospel, the first thing
Bartimeus would have seen after being healed, would have been the face of Jesus looking lovingly back at him. For each
of us, in particular as we face the difficulty of the COVID 19 virus and all the lock out laws, we are called to have a constant
awareness of God’s presence. Although we are in the midst of dark times, the loving gaze of Jesus is still looking upon the
world. The challenge is for each of us to spend time in that loving gaze and not allowing any lock out or restriction keep
you from experiencing the love of God. Using an Icon or a crucifix to focus on as we pray can be a powerful way our sense

of sight can be a channel through which God is revealed to our hearts.

On this Sunday of the blind, we pray for all those who have lost their sense of physical sight and we pray that the light of
Christ may shine brightly and heal our spiritual blindness. Amen
Deacon Charbel Dib



SAINT OF THE WEEK

"Mary, the young Virgin of Nazareth who said "'yes" to God and gave Christ to
humanity, stands beside each of you.

May you be helped by your many peers, whose total fidelity to the Gospel has _«
been recognized by the Church and who have been held up as examples to follow
and intercessors to call upon. Among these | would like to mention Bl. Pier
Giorgio Frassati... Get to know him! The life of this "normal” young man shows
that we can be holy by living our friendships, studies, sports and service to the
poor in a constant relationship with God. | entrust your missionary efforts to
him."

Pope St. John Paul Il, 2001 *
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Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral

gftﬂ//&/o«m«?
. : 0’5/ té"f/ 0&‘"0“5/5/ M
3 0'CLOCK PRAYER

The Hour of Great Mercy  (y/8\ S 8 FRIDAY: 6 PM ARABIC - 8 PM ENGLISH

ONLINE STREAMING @ © @

Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral




PARISH CAMERA

Eucharlstlc Adoratlon
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g @OQurladyofLebanon
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@OlolSydney

@OlolSydney

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 : . . :
PARISHIONERS Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit or

$5 ONLY A WEEK Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
For Enquiries, contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

COMMUNITY

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans CYPC $4,044,618.45 UNITS $1,354,892.01

HARRIS PARK

BUSINESS OP- N2
NETWORK PAGE '
POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

Community Business Network Page? MI(LYN’S

For $500 ONLY you can promote =
your business for the whole month AREAIRRTIASELA S

E media@olol.org.au -
P (02) 8898 1536 Ph: 9721-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Emellio Boustos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour, Antonios Tanna Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous &
- \ Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the
~ \T/ Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all falthful departed of Moussa family (N) (O)

. ¥ (P)(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Saade Saade, Youssef & Nazha Sarkis & Family (T) (U) (V) (W)

(X} (¥) (2)
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