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THE EPISTLE

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some
days, it was reported that he was at home. So
many gathered around that there was no longer
room for them, not even in front of the door; and
he was speaking the word to them. Then some
people came, bringing to him a paralysed man,
carried by four of them. And when they could not
bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above him; and after having dug
through it, they let down the mat on which the
paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now
some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning
in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this
way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but
God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you
raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are
forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat
and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”- he
said to the paralytic - “I say to you, stand up, take
your mat and go to your home.” And he stood up,
and immediately took the mat and went out
before all of them; so that they were all amazed
and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen
anything like this!”.

Brothers and sisters, the sins of some
people are conspicuous and precede
them to judgment, while the sins of
others follow them there. So also good
works are conspicuous; and even when
they are not, they cannot remain hidden.
Let all who are under the yoke of slavery
regard their masters as worthy of all
honour, so that the name of God and the
teaching may not be biasphemed. Those
who have believing masters must not be
disrespectful to them on the ground that
they are members of the church; rather
they must serve them all the more, since
those who benefit by their service are
believers and beloved. Teach and urge
these  duties. = Whoever  teaches
otherwise and does not agree with the
sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the teaching that is in accordance with
godliness, is conceited, understanding
nothing, and has a morbid craving for
controversy and for disputes about
words. From these come envy,
dissension, slander, base suspicions, and
wrangling among those who are
depraved in mind and bereft of the truth,
imagining that godliness is a means of
gain.

Mk 2:1-12 1Tim 5: 24 - 6:5
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 72m. 8.45am & Gpm

Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm

Bam, (Arbic) English Youth

9:30am (English Family} gatg?l-_goam &)Gpm (Ar/Eng) Fri 7:30pm
11am (Ar/Eng) Adoration Hour:
5pm (Ar/Eng) CONFESSIONS

Tpm (English Youth) Before and during Saturday 6pm
and Sunday Masses or by appointment

on weekdays

Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm,
Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary

Thursdays 8pm - 9pm

24 Hour Adoration:

Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787

Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795
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SUNDAY OF THE
PARALYTIC

Patience, prayer and silence.
These are what give strength
to the soul.

St Faustina Kowalska

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, You healed the
paralysed man  after
seeing the faith and
determination of the four
who carried him. We ask
that you may bless us with
friendships built on faith,
hope and love. Help us to
be a Church that carries
the burdens of those who

suffer with  patience,
trusting in your healing
power to restore all

people and give them
fullness of life. Amen!

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.ololorg.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

With the Sunday of the Paralytic, we enter the fifth week of our
Lenten journey, moving another step closer to the road to
Golgotha, a road that leads us eventually to the resurrection. In
his first letter to his disciple Timothy, Saint Paul stresses today on
the importance of the teaching that is in accordance with
godliness. And in the Gospel, Saint Mark reveals to us a great
mystery; collective efforts, requests and prayers have a healing
power. Four men carried the paralytic, striving to get to Jesus, no
obstacles could discourage them, even when they had to remove
the roof above Jesus, they did and they lowered the man to
where he was. They were confident that all they had to do was to
reach Jesus and leave the rest to him! And since God’s generosity
is unlimited, he did not only heal the paralytic physically, but
healed him first from his sins.

Like the four men, here we are all today carrying to our Lord
Jesus, as one united faithful group, our society that has been
ﬁaralysed by diseases, pandemics and moral decay, to leave it at

is feet so he deals with it according to his will. Be assured that
the Lord would never refuse us any request when we are united.
He will answer us, like he did with the friends of the paralytic. All
we need to do is to make every effort to reach him. The effort that
is now required from us is to comply wholeheartedly, with love,
respect, contentment and acceptance, with the exceptional
measures taken by our mother the Church. These measures have
been taken for the safety of us all, especially the elderly and the
vulnerable, and in compliance with the government’s directives
to limit the spread of the Coronavirus. More importantly, these
measures are in line with the teaching with godliness that Saint
Paul is calling us to embrace.

These measures include, banning gatherings inside the Church
for more than 100 people, or more than 500 people outside.
Hence, we will do our best to celebrate mass outside, as long as
the weather is suitable. In return, we ask you to comply, in
accordance with our Christian ethics, with the instructions of the
traffic control volunteers, who are keeping the numbers right.
Please do not complain if they ask you to come back for the next
mass.

-Il'-ll_?él ;JEI;%M THE PARALYTIC

Enter in through the roof and walk out through the door!
That is the healing of the paralytic miracle that greets us in
today’s Gospel.

So we have a paralytic on a mat unable to get to Jesus and

yet he is probably one of the very people who should have |

been near Jesus. It makes us question, who do we include
and who do we exclude from God’s presence? Are we
preventing others from getting close to God?

Yet with grit determination we can bring others to God, as
the four people in today’s Gospel did. They were prepared
to move mountains to get the paralytic there. As the saying
goes, ‘When one door closes, a window opens.” The four are
not named, so they represent each and every one of us. We
are the ones called to bring others into God’s presence.

Yet what measures does it take to open a path to God?
There are many obstacles along the way. In this case we
have crowds, searching for an alternative way, carrying a
paralytic, climbing a roof, digging through and finally

Let Us Carry To Him Our
Paralysed Society To
Heal It!

These measures include, banning gatherings inside the Church
for more than 100 people, or more than 500 people outside.
Hence, we will do our best to celebrate mass outside, as long as
the weather is suitable. In return, we ask you to comply, in
accordance with our Christian ethics, with the instructions of
the traffic control volunteers, who are keeping the numbers
right. Please do not complain if they ask you to come back for
the next mass.

To make things easier for you, we have added two masses on
Saturday and two on Sunday, bringing up the number of masses
on Saturday to 4 and on Sunday to 7. Below is the new mass
schedule:

Saturday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 6:00 pm and 7:30fm.
Sunday: 7:00 am, 8:00 am, 9:30am, 11:00 am, 3:30 pm, 5:00 pm
and 7:00 pm.

All these masses will be streamlined on our Facebook page so
you can participate in them from home. It should be also noted
that there is no need for any parishioner who attends mass on
Saturday to come to mass on Sunday, and for anyone who
participates in the mass from home to come physically to the
church. Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay has issued a special
exemption to do this, due to the current situation. There will be
no confession during masses. You can see the details of the
confession time and other measures on our Facebook page.
What is important is to stay connected with each other in prayer
and faith so we can carry our paralytic society to Jesus to heal it.

When you participate in the mass from home, please do it with
reverence, as if you were in the Church. During communion, you
can take the Eucharist spiritually through this prayer:

“O my Jesus, | believe that you are present in the Most Blessed
Sacrament. | love you above all things and | desire You in my
soul. Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally, | ask you to
come spiritually into my heart. As though you have already
come, | now embrace you and unite myself entirely to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen”

Father Tony Sarkis
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| "Faith & reason"! In almost every aspect

: of our lives we are engaging in

i constant discernment. We are
ichallenged by not only the environment
i1around us, but also our interior ¥
| philosophical, moral, theological : [;

i understanding and reasoning. 4 )‘“
| *Come alive™* was established to :
i create a maronite environment to facilitate deep discussion,
i contemplation & reasoning of our faith for the teens of our

i community.

i

iThere is no question or challenge too great to begin a
I discussion on! We encourage all teens to have courage and
1 spiritual honesty in asking their questions to their fullest
! capacity. The beauty of the faith is that he has withstood all
{of humanities greatest questions, and better yet, given
i sound answers to life's most intricate questions. As we have

carefully letting down the paralytic before Jesus. Nothing : discussed theological and moral topics, each week we find
was going to stop these people. Over this Lenten Season iourselves in a deeper, more intimate relationship with our
may our focus be on God, our journey be towards God, and i Lord. As we grow to understand the scriptures and deeper
may our determination override any obstacles that try to meaning of life, it is inevitable that we come to *live* a
stop us. May we be committed to coming closer to God, :dee ahmare m;anin ful life. All for God

who is the only answer to our life’s questions. Amen : i & 3 :

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

-

Sayeed Mokdessi



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are presently living in strange and uncertain times. It is in
these times that we must remain focused on the message of
the Gospel. This Sunday, we reflect on the Lenten Gospel of the
Healing of the Paralytic Man. We see Jesus extend mercy to the
most vulnerable. We are a Church built on God’s word. Our core
convictions of love, hope, mercy, kindness and compassion are
more important than ever.

N
We have seen those convictions being challenged in many ways
over the last few weeks, including in supermarket aisles. Even in
the Church, frustrations ‘over changes have been taken out on
our priests. This is ngt a time for division, it is a time for care
and compassion. In this Year of Maronite Outreach, it will be
our responses and our acts which will set us apart and
demonstraté to all those around us that Christ remains in the
world, «

,)‘-‘

_Over the past few days, | released messages confirming that all
non-essential gatherings in the Church are cancelled.
Celebration of the Sacraments will proceed subject to

_attendance limits. These are difficult decisions and
Tircumstances are requiring us to review the situation daily. For
this to Work, we must all comply with the directions in love and
in patience. We are-relying on your cooperation so that you can
all remain safe and so that the sacraments can continue.

%
4

ROLL UP THAT SLEEVE, A I.IF-E. DEPENDS ON IT!

Have you ever thought of donating blood? Yes, No, Maybe or never really thought about it. Well
I’'m here to shed some light on that topic and hopefully raise some awareness on blood donation.

You may remember me from back in 2017 when | shed some light on my life and my cross.
This time I’'m back and | hope to encourage you all to donate blood if you can. Since the age of
6 years | have been receiving regular blood transfusions due to a blood disorder, along with
other medical conditions. | am currently 26 years old and when | really think about it, | am

only here today because of the generous donors!

Here is some information below to help you all understand a bit more about blood donation.

- Blood is surprisingly versatile and donated blood can be made into 22 different medical
treatments. Where blood goes when you donate: 34% - cancer & blood diseases, 19% - surgery
including open heart surgery and burns, 18% - anaemia, 13% - other medical problems including

4

'1 L 3; MARONITE EPARCHY OF
‘ 4" AUSTRALIA

|!’

Let us seek to promote the truth. In these uncertain
times, we can be challenged by our own fears. Rumours
and opinions are circulating. You should check on the -
Government and Eparchy pages for confirmed sources of
information. | also ask you to resist pride, because some
decisions will challenge all of us. Think carefully about

‘how you respond and remember love and kindness. Be

focused on others, seek joy in the Gospel and in God. Use

this time as our Christ did in the desert. Make this a time

of prayer and reflection. Spend time with your family in
love and patience.

Although many things will be cancelled - love, pastoral
care and God will not. Reach out to others like the four
men who brought the Paralytic man to Christ. Our clergy
will continue to provide pastoral care and we count on
you to also support one another.

| pray for good health for all and that you remain safe
from every harm, entrusting you to the loving care of
Mary, Health of the Sick.

Antome-CharbeI Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK

heart, stomach & kidney disease, 10% - bone and muscle problems, 4% - pregnhant women, chlldblrth and newborn

bables 2% - trauma including road accidents.
- Every blood donation can save 3 lives!

It doesn’t cost anything.

- It only takes about an hour to donate blood.

- You'll feel great because your saving lives!

You get to relax while your doing it and you get a free snack and drink at the end.

You can find all this information and even more at https://www.donateblood.com.au/

| hope the above information will help you consider taking the first step to donation. You can check online if your eligible.

Last year | got the opportunity to see what is involved in blood donation. | tagged along to my younger brothers
appointment and was really interested to see what was involved. | was so overwhelmed with joy when | saw quite a
number of people donating blood. These donors are giving up a small amount of their time, but are truly giving the gift
of life! It makes me so proud knowing that my brothers took up the courage to donate blood a few years ago and knowing
that they are saving so many lives!

| urge you during this season of Lent, the season of giving, to consider rolling up your sleeve because a life truly depends
on it!
Rita Ghossein



PARISH GAMERA
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MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 : . . :
PARISHIONERS Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit or

$5 ONLY A WEEK Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
For Enquiries, contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

COMMUNITY LORVES

Order Online
BUSINESS |~e e
NETWORK PAGE ;

Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Interested in becoming part of the Nursery | Toddler | Preschool
Community Business Network Page? hildren from 6 w Y

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans CYPC $4,044,618.45 UNITS $1,354,892.01

HARRIS PARK

For $500 ONLY you can promote L R S
your business for the whole month

E media@olol.org.au Ph: 9121-0583
P (02) 8898 1536 _— - _
(02) Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level




ANNOUNCEMENTS PARISH
NOTICE BOARD

Saturday Masses: 7:30, 9:00 AM & 6:00, 7:30 PM

i ) Sunday Masses: 7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM & 3:30, 5:00, 7:00 PM
"{f_ ft 3 Confession: Everyday at Church office from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM
<y
. F - Sunday 22 March: Sunday of the Paralytic:
/t_é\ "\ i 8:00am Bakhos Boutros Khodeir from Bane (died in Sydney)
0’5/ A " Oﬁgs 7:00pm 40 Day Eddie Dib Nassif from Mazraat El Naher
Tuesday 24 March

6:00pm 40 Day Boutros Youssef Toubia from Alma

6 PM ARABIC - 8 PM ENGLISH -
Wednesday 25 March: The Annunciation
o Lt 11:30am Mass for the intentions of healing people who has been
infected with Coronavirus, followed by Lenten lunch

HH facebook Thursday 26 March
=Om= LIVESTREAM 6:00pm 40 Day Blino Tannous Sakr from Jbeil

Saturday 28 March
6:00pm One Year Salem Hanna Bechara Nakhoul from Karm El

OUTDOOR Mohr
A D 0 R ATI 0 N Sunday 29 March: Sunday of the Blind

5:00pm One Year Mehsen Zakka Yaacoub from Karm El Mohr
THURSDAY AT 8P ' 7:00pm 40 Day Tony Hanna Bakhos from Wadi Qannoubine

B facebook
=== LIWESTREAM | slaca Vi¥y g hien 41;1;4.4% veg Vil M\eyuhﬂdﬁ
Baeiy gy, J\AM\\.~~‘9% Yo cAias Vian .\A\Jle}iuuhﬁ
;*‘—— ¢LMAV vy
@OlolSyd Jaui?'~—\4hm‘\?’ A.Gu\wt\a:gﬂua&@eyds‘u@nulﬁﬁw
jelad aal : 031 vY aa¥
(e B Agi) Gl e )mwﬁm sdl agayall Ases
@OurladyofLebanon ) Ee e (e hals cand (e psnyal) Ggnyyl Vivs

J‘:ﬁ H:;G)Gn
@OlolSydney Gy elad —lde e bush Chusy Luphar agapall Ggnyl e

Bl e 1 13T Yo gl Yl
ola el ol Coronavirus e ollall elad 4 e (a8 Y V:¥

@OlolSydney

o < —O— DT Y el
—/ Maronites on Mission Sleep Out on 3 April 2020 = Jus e s esil BlINO gy agayall cyganyl Hies
Due to the rapidly evolving Coronavirus outbreak and out of ) ) :
oncern for the health of the volunteers and sleepers, the Jm YA ol
Maronites on Mission Sleep Out 2020 has been postponed until . 2 a2 6o flo 5. o
further notice. They are offering refunds for all donations, el @é\d‘ st Duk?nfn“ ?Pfﬂ R

therwise all funds raised will still be used for the purpose of
elping the homeless on the street. An email will go out to all
registered sleepers and their donors with details on obtaining
efunds. Thank you to all who have registered and supported!

D e elid AR 03] va sl
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We look forward to your support when we announce the new Cngd (sals (e u.u_g;t.} lis ‘5_132 eﬁ;fd\ L) Ve

~ date. I \M
L= L\ -0 @ e

Youth & Teens Events Children’s Events

Teens Saturdays 4—6pm — Joseph Khoury on 0405 122 064 Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm

Blood Donation - Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 {during the school term) Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

MYO Monthly Youth Night — Roy on (0434553775 Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Rita Tannous on 0466 755 838

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference — Kim Moussa 0424658190 Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Seniors Events - L Adutts Events
g . A, ‘ Family of The Divine Word i .
riadl 5f sl aal liaan) dagy sl sl S Flal) By — gl AWK dlile The Living Word Arabic Classes
Every fortnight if you wish to bring ’ Tuesdays at 7pm English Bible Studies Mondays 7pm-9pm
a parent or grandparent, call Yasmine Taouk Contact the Parish Office: Every Wednesday At 8pm Contact Fr Bernard

on 0402657924 or the Parish on 96892899 02 9689 2899 0411811807
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen
George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) (J)
Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki,
2 - "\I Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa,
~ \T/ Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Sadik Moussa, Nouhad Moussa, Moussa Sadik

. ¥ Moussa (N) Joseph Nehmeh (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny
Sassine, Saade Saade, Nabih Nassim Saad & Family (T) Rahib Saad Tannous & Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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