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THE GOSPEL

THE EPISTLE

Then lesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property
that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them.
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled
to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
hut here | am dving of hunger! | will get up and go to my father, and
| will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one
of your hired hands.” So he set off and went to his father. But while
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one
— and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!” And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son was in the
field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was
going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen!
For all these years | have been working like a slave for you, and |
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!" Then
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has
been found.’

Brothers and sisters, Examine yourselves to
see whether you are living in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not realise that Jesus
Christ is in you? — unless, indeed, you fail to
meet the test! | hope you will find out that
we have not failed. But we pray to God that
you may not do anything wrong — not that
we may appear to have met the test, but that
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seem to have failed. For we cannot do
anything against the truth, but only for the
truth. For we rejoice when we are weak and
you are strong. This is what we pray for, that
you may become perfect. So | write these
things while | am away from you, so that
when | come, | may not have to be severe in
using the authority that the Lord has given
me for building up and not for tearing down.
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put
things in order, listen to my appeal, agree
with one another, live in peace; and the God
of love and peace will be with you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with all of you.

2Cor 13: 5-13

Lk 15: 11-32
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 72m. 8.45am & Gpm

Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm, Tpm
{English Youth)

Sat 7:30am & &pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm

and Sunday Masses or by appointment
on weekdays

8am (Arabic}
9:30am (English Family}
11am (Ar/Eng)

Spm (Ar/Eng)

7pm (English Youth)

Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm,
Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary
Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour:

Thursdays 8pm - 9pm

24 Hour Adoration:

Every first Friday of the manth

from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787

Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795
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SUNDAY OF THE
PRODIGAL SON

If you should fall, be humble,
make a resolution to be
submissive to God'’s will, and
then get up and carry on

St Padre Pio

PRAYER

Dear Lord, As the challenges
and struggles of our days
unfold and where we at
times loose focus on you.
During this Lenten season as
we reflect on ourselves, we
ask you shine your light
within our hearts so we may
renew ourselves and just like
the prodigal son may we run
back home to you! Amen.

Parish Office: 9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.ololorg.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

With the Sunday of the Prodigal Son we reach the halfway mark
of our Lenten journey, and continue our pilgrimage with passion
and love; a love based on freedom with which we have been
blessed with from the moment that God created us.

In his second letter to the Corinthians, we listen today to Saint
Paul reciting verses of encouragement, inciting us to seek peace,
love and perfection, so we can be one, as love is one, knowing no
division, estrangement or alienation, but mercy, since God is love!
Today’s Gospel tells us the story of God’s mercy and
unconditional love for us. A love which is abundantly available to
all of us. All we need to do is rise from our failings, with the
freedom that God has given us, and like today’s hero, the Prodigal
Son, go back to receive as much as we want from this love!
Today’s Gospel is one of the most beautiful parables that the Lord
Jesus wove to introduce us to the greatness of the love of God
and his mercy for us. Saint Luke is the only Evangelist who tells
this story and conveys to us the joy of the sinner’s encounter with
God after drowning in sin and temptation. This joy allowed the
father, who is an image of our Father in heaven, embrace his
repentant son, even while he was still covered with the dirt of his
sinfullness!

We are then called, brothers and sisters, to reflect on the mystery
of the love of God for us, as Luke reveals it to us, and to respond
to this love by putting our freedom at his disposal through good
deeds, as Saint Paul is calling us to do. In order to meet the calling
of love, | have to prepare myself for it through the examination of
my conscience and the most practical action that makes me rise
from my sin and go to live the Sacrament of Penance.

How do | live the Sacrament of Penance in my life today? Do |
realise that as soon as | leave the confessional | become a
renewed person, no matter how big or great my sin is? Or do |
perhaps stay in my guilt, not forgiving myself and not trusting in
God's forgiveness and mercy?

LIGHT FROM THE WORD  THE PRODIGAL SON

In this Sunday’s Gospel we have the most famous Parable of the Prodigal
Son. We will focus on verses 17-19, which have a great deal to tell us
about our relationship with God. 17But when he came to himself he said,
“How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here | am dying of hunger! 1sl will get up and go to my father, and |
will say to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you;
13l am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.””

These verses perhaps sum up our, at times, rocky relationship with God.
The younger son had forgotten he was a son, the loved one, if he ever

recognised it! What impels him to turn back and return to the father, is :

not love, but hunger. He wants to be fed, like the hired hands are fed.
And maybe we too hold onto a God simply because we have our needs
to be met.

The young son sets off to return home, all the while thinking how he will
approach his father, what he will say, what excuse will work best, what
attitude he should feign. But one cannot simply pretend to be
remorseful or sincere. Furthermore, you do not need to come to God
pleading. One does not need to have to justify themselves or makes
excuses to God, who already knows all things. One is to come just as
they are.

Thirdly, the son seeks to be taken back as a hired hand. He presumes his
father will not acknowledge his sonship. But flesh and blood matter. A

Freedom of Love

We need to realise that spiritual growth in our lives begins with
accepting ourselves without leading ourselves to despair or
surrendering to the will of the devil. Otherwise each one of us
will be hostaﬁe to constant pain and relentless wars. We need to
know that the more we accept ourselves, the more we free
ourselves from the fear which cripples and distorts our
relationship with God.

What is my perception of freedom today? Where is my freedom
embedded? In grace or in sin? Do | have maore freedom when |
am in sin or when | am in a state of grace? And how do |
understand Saint Paul’s saying “where the spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom” (2 Cor 3: 17). This freedom is the freedom of
love which lies in living with my parish family. It is the freedom
of belonging! My belonging is to my parish. We belong,
altogether, to the parish of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral.
We are all concerned with everything that is happening here,
and we have a direct role or a direct good in it. Hence, | call upon
ou all, sons and daughters of this parish, to activate the
reedom of love in your pastoral lives with mercy, respect and
openness to the work of the Lord through the Church, the
mother and teacher.

We are halfway through the journey of Lent! As we continue
with vigour, joy and love towards the ultimate encounter; |
encourage you to go ahead and take the initiative that gives
strength to this journey, such as fasting, penance, prayer and
spiritual readings, in order to rise and go to where love is, with
all your freedom. The gates of the church, its halls and outer
space are all open to live the freedom of love in the Lenten
journey. On this occasion, | would like to express my joy in seeing
our youth who gather every night to pray in %roups before the
%rotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, the shrine of Saint Joseph or

efore the stations of the cross. | would also like to thank you all
for your cooperation regarding the directives and temporary
guidelines that we have taken regarding the coronavirus
outbreak. Thank you for understanding that these measures
have been taken to protect you, your families and the Church.
We will continue to update you with the latest measures as they
become known. Your understanding and cooperation is a
wonderful sign of the freedom of love.

TEEN'S CORNER
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!The Teens ministry is a place where teens can learn I
iabout the faith covering all sorts of topics. The Z L
ileaders have been investing effort to ensure lessons

1are most fruitful for the teens, basing them on what issues they
1are faced with regularly and equipping them with the spiritual

itools they need to navigate through life.
i

Father Tony Sarkis

get wisdom is better than gold”- Proverbs 16:16

IThe efforts have been paying off as recently we have witnessed a
'record number of teens attending classes on Saturdays (for year
17-9's) and Wednesdays (year 10-12's).

i

EThe guidance offered by the leaders extends even beyond the
:classroom to assist teens in their spiritual life as shown through
:the “Teens Lenten Booklet” developed. This booklet offers teens
idaily recommended Lenten practices along with ‘challenges’ such
1as abstaining from meat, abstaining from TV, cleaning your room
ietc. The challenges change daily and was prepared to offer a
{solution to many teens being unsure what they should give up for
iLent.

son or daughter is just that, and no matter the poor behaviour, the :

parent always hopes for their child’s return. In coming home to God, we
come into who we are meant to be. Making ourselves less than what we
are, is a dead end. God knows who we are and calls us by our real name.
So in this Lenten Season let us be the child of God who recognises our
blessings and are grateful for all we have. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

IThe teens ministry wouldn’t be where it is without the guidance
lof Fr Danny and the support of the whole parish. Please continue
Ito pray for the leaders and teens so that God's almighty Will may
:be done. If you are considering joining, we guarantee that you will
:Iearn many new things about the teachings of the Church.

! Ghadi Nakhoul



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dearly beloved,

The homilies for the 3rd Friday of the Season of Lent focused on
the topic of outreach in our workplace.

It can some‘dme'\sx_,seem very hard to take Jesus and spread the
Word of God in our workplace, especially in Australia where we
find ourselves working with different people from different
religious backgrounds,” ethnlcmes and beliefs, or even people
with no religious beliefs atall We sometimes feel that if we live
our religious identity, we coald be judged or alienated.

We should not feel like we need to hide our faith or
beliefs. We can simply let it be known that we are
Catholic. If a colleague asks what we did on the weekend, -
we shouldn’t hesitate to say that we went to mass or
spent time at church.

For us, Maronite Catlgélics, living our faith and talking about
Jesus does not havefo be embarrassing or awkward. By simply
being aware that we are ambassadors for Christ everywhere,
especially in-our workplace, we can create and seize the

opportunities to live and witness to our faith. ;
B If we reflect the love and mercy of God in our work and

As';\ffritten in the letter of Saint James (3:13-18), we need to  elationships, in pursuit of the greater glory of God and
activate the wisdom from above in a pure, peaceful and gentle not our own, this is a great way to outreach in our
way through our conduct, words and actions. As Christians, we workplace.

must strive to present work of high standard, be honest in our

“dealings with others, reliable and trustworthy. After all, | hope that you are all well and healthy and wish you a
everything. we do, we do for the Lord. And when the  blessed week.
opportunity arises-to have a conversation about the gospel or Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

religion, people will see in-our character that we reflect the

Christian values and ethos that we believe in.
e ARTICLE OF THE WEEK
FATHERHOOD OF THE FATHER - e

| asked for opinions on what Fatherhood was from various people. Here are their answers:
Male, Youth and committed: Fatherhood is someone who is there to create a family. A father looks after and
provides for the family. His role is to keep the family happy.

Male, married middle age: Fatherhood is being an example for others to follow. Your spiritual actions matter
a lot. Your day to day actions speak volumes. Fatherhood is having your children look at how you treat people
with the inspiration of God.

Married Priest: Fatherhood is being a good example, a man that helps in the sanctification of his children. A
priest (father) is one who organises things in the parish so that the parish is in governance. There are three
main dimensions that a priest needs to abide by: Governance - kingly dimension, Priestly dimension, Teaching dimension -
which is prophetic.

Youth female: You experience fatherhood by becoming a father. A father is protective and he provides. He teaches children
how to be strong.

Male, discerning priesthood: Fatherhood means many things. Parenthood, bringing them closer to Christ. Priesthood, who
also do the same thing. A father should be loving, caring and understanding. He should protect and guide his family alongside
mothers.

Adult single mother: Someone who takes on the responsibility of their family. To love unconditionally, for better or worse and
to not give up when times get hard. To step in shoes that will always look after and protect his children/family. A Father means
having to step up and take full responsibility, no matter what.

Elderly married man: Taking care of family, the house, the kids. | have to protect my children. When | got married the first thing
I have to care for is my wife. Then the family. When | say family, | mean everybody. Do everything that they need. Even if they
want to play | will still play with them, no matter how old | am.

Nun: Fatherhood has its roots in family. So fatherhood is about watching over family. It involves strength, courage, ferocious
commitment, deep loyalty and hard work in order to keep the family intact. At the same time fatherhood is about vulnerability,
total giving, loving compassion and inner struggle.

6 year old boy: To be a dad you need to go to work and get money to try and build a nice home for your family and get money
to feed your family and you need to love the mummy and kids.

Male, teenager: A father is someone who’s there for their kid when they need him, who is a constant presence in their
childhood. Furthermore | think a father should be able to make their kid smile without the need of purchases. That is
something | believe is overlooked.

So, Fatherhood is a leading role, hand in hand with Motherhood. Fatherhood is protection, just as Jesus protected the
vulnerable. Fatherhood is about family, just as Jesus baptised himself to show us the entry into his family. Fatherhood is about
taking care of the family, just as Jesus the gardener takes care of his garden. Fatherhood is compassion, the same way Christ
the healer allowed the haemorrhaging woman to be free of suffering. Lastly, Fatherhood is unconditional love, the same way
that Christ the everlasting died

for all of us. Emily Dib




PARISH CAMERA

Family of The Divine Word - Weekly Talk

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 : . . :
PARISHIONERS Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit or

$5 ONLY A WEEK Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries, contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
133 PARISHIONERS

COMMITTED

COMMUNITY

Order O|;|I|ne e
BUSINESS Pickup in store E
NETWORK PAGE ;

Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the Nursery | Toddler | Preschool
Community Business Network Page? ' ' -

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans CYPC $4,044,618.45 UNITS $1,354,892.01

HARRIS PARK

For $500 ONLY you can promote P1ZzZA PASTA BAR
your business for the whole month

E media@olol.org.au Ph: 9121'0533
P (02) 8898 1536 _— - _
(02) Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level




ANNOUNGEMENTS

YOUTH: 20-22 MARCH
HEAVEN ON EARTH: 22 MARCH
SENIORS COMMITTEE: 26 MARCH
SODALITY COMMITTEE: 28 MARCH

{vou'rh

Where: Benedict XVI Retreat Centre -
Wold Road, Grose Vale NSW 2753

When: 20th-22nd March L/ ! S

Cost: Shared room of 4 - $230 per person

e ing ulre for other room options

on 0478 752 207

P -o---
a®)
| O )

@OurladyofLebanon

@OlolSydney

@OlolSydney

Youth & Teens Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm - Joseph Khoury on 0405 122 064
Blood Donation - Joanna (044744294() or Annette 0405297746
MYO Monthly Youth Night — Roy on 0434553775

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference — Kim Moussa (0424658190
or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Seniors Events
Cedad) o Cuallgl) aal jliaa) degy Gl Ceuad S
Every fortnight if you wish to bring
a parent or grandparent, call Yasmine Taouk
on 0402657924 or the Parish on 96892899

Family of The Divine Word
) Bg — dugly dalgl) dlile
Tuesdays at 7pm
Contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

PARISH
NOTIGE BOARD

Sunday 15 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son

11:00am One Year Badwi Sayed Barakat from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Sajih Nassim Boutros from Tleil-Akkar

7:00pm One Year Marie Gerges Kheir from Tannourine widow of
the late Mansour Nkoula Sfeir from Hadath El Jebbeh

Monday 16 March
6:00pm Bahieh Geryes Chidiac from Mazraat El Teffah wife of
Jamil Youssef Elias {(died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 18 March

11:30am Mass for the intentions of healing people who has been
infected with Coronavirus, followed by Lenten lunch

5:30pm Youssef Boutros Rizk from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 19 March: St Joseph
Masses 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

Saturday 21 March
6:00pm 40 Day Raymond Wehbe Wehbe from Blouza

Sunday 22 March: Sunday of the Paralytic

11:00am 40 Day Debbie Michel Fayad Koura from Hadchit wife of
Fadi Hanna Al Hazouri from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Badwi Milad Mouawad from Zgharta

7:00pm 40 Day Eddie Dib Nassif from Mazraat El Naher
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Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm
{during the school term) Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Rita Tannous on 0466 755 838
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Adults Events
The Living Word Arabic Classes
English Bible Studies Mondays 7pm-9pm
Every Wednesday At 8pm Contact Fr Bernard
0411811807
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Joseph Barakat (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) {M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their
2 - "‘\I daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara
A \T/ Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family (N) {O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil &

. ¥ Labibe Roumanus, Emil Rizk, Michael Rizk (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine, Saade Saade, Nabih

Saad & Family (T) Bernadette Tanna, Tony Tannous, Wahib Tannous & Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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