


It’s unbelievable to think that
we are already three months
into the year and so much has 
happened in our Parish 
during this Ɵme. For the Family
 CommiƩee our calendar has 
kicked off with the commencementkicked off with the commencement
 of the Men’s and Women’s Faith
 FormaƟon. These separate 
monthly sessions provide an open forum for candid dialogue, 
interesƟng insights and great direcƟon on growing in our faith.

In the Year of Maronite Outreach, the family commiƩee extends a In the Year of Maronite Outreach, the family commiƩee extends a 
big warm welcome to any Men or Women interested in learning 
more about how to put our Faith into acƟon each day. For 
parents, especially many of our Fathers who are Ɵme poor, it’s a 
great way to ensure you are equipped to deal with the challenges 
of educaƟng your kids in our Faith. Remember what they say; ‘If 
we don't teach our children to follow CHRIST, the world will teach 
them not to’.them not to’.

Next we move onto the parish picnic. Keep a lookout during the 
upcoming newsleƩers, mass announcements and through the 
Parish social media websites for the event date and a new 
locaƟon.

The Family CommiƩee

The Season of Love
Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

The Season of the Great Lent reminds us that Christ is present in The Season of the Great Lent reminds us that Christ is present in 
our lives and the life of the Church and her mission everyday. 
Since this Liturgical Season is rich with ways of returning to God – 
fasƟng, listening to the Word of Life, repentance, acts of charity 
and mercy – it is an occasion to have a personal and faith-filled 
encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ, like the hemorrhaging 
woman and Jairus, the president of the Synagogue (Luke 8: 
40-56). This encounter with the Lord is one of the pillars of our 40-56). This encounter with the Lord is one of the pillars of our 
Lenten journey in this blessed season as it crowns it with love.

The Season of Lent is the season of love, genuine love free from 
people’s arrogance. There is a common mistake in defining love, 
that is by considering it mere senƟments, feelings and words. We 
find this love oŌen and discover how cheap it is! Love is not 
feelings, but a decision that I make with my full awareness and 
will. We may harbour feelings of hatred someƟmes towards 
someone; aŌer all we are human and we have a lot of 
weaknesses. However, we can act towards that person with love weaknesses. However, we can act towards that person with love 
and acts of love. We can be people whom love dwells in. The 
opposite is true too! SomeƟmes we may foster good feelings 
towards someone, but our acƟons towards that person show that 
we have no love for them.

Love means preferring the other over myself. Of course, Love means preferring the other over myself. Of course, 
selfishness is the exact opposite. To “love the other” does not 
mean to have feelings of love towards them, but to want, with all 
my will, and to be able to, with my full awareness, to prefer that 
person over the love of myself. In fact, since the intended love in 
the Bible is an act of love, it is impossible to love the Lord in a 
physical way, except through the service of his brothers and 
sisters.sisters.

How can we then offer an act of love to God? We love God when 
we offer him the acts of our love, and this can only be through 
serving those whom he loves, those for whom the Lord Jesus 
died, and conƟnues to die for everyday; his liƩle brothers and 
sisters. Hence, Saint John says in his first leƩer “Those who say, ‘I 
love God’, and hate their brothers and sisters, are liars.” (1 John 4: 
20). The missionary of service, Saint Mother Theresa of CalcuƩa, 
confirms this to us saying: “The fruit of silence is prayer! The fruit confirms this to us saying: “The fruit of silence is prayer! The fruit 
of prayer is faith! The fruit of faith is love! The fruit of love is 
service!” This is the Church, the Church of Christ.

Sine the Church of Christ is love, she is a mother too. Who would 
love and sacrifices themself more than the mother? Who would 
fear for their children more than the mother? She watches over 
them at night, she prays for them, nurtures them, takes care of 
them, nurses them and protects them. And because the Church 
is a mother, she has issued temporary pastoral direcƟves and 
recommendaƟons in which she recommends receiving 
communion on the hand, unƟl the Coronavirus crisis passes. communion on the hand, unƟl the Coronavirus crisis passes. 
These direcƟves, which are temporary, as menƟoned before, are 
given by our Mother Church to her children with wisdom and 
love since the Church is no stranger to her world, but leads her 
children towards the Kingdom of God in the midst of the world’s 
difficulƟes, challenges, diseases, wars, woes and needs.

The Church learns wisdom from her Redeemer. How many Ɵmes The Church learns wisdom from her Redeemer. How many Ɵmes 
our Lord avoided confrontaƟon and walked away, paid tax from 
the mouth of a fish or resorted to prayer away from people to 
fend off the aƩacks of ferocious wolves while the flock is asleep 
in peace in the pen of the Lord.

The foundaƟon of the Church is love, the love of God for us, The foundaƟon of the Church is love, the love of God for us, 
offering his only Son to die on the cross for us. The pillars of the 
Church are love, the love that we, the stones of the Church, have 
for one another, as the Lord Jesus has loved us. the spirit of the 
Church is love, the love of the Spirit who makes her grow with 
his many giŌs. The essence of the Church, her Masses, hymns, 
prayers, incense, candles, confessional, altar, seats; are all love! 
The congregaƟon, singers, worshipers, confessors, servants and The congregaƟon, singers, worshipers, confessors, servants and 
clergy are united in love, as one body, one love, one faith and 
one salvaƟon through our Lord Jesus Christ. Whoever the Lord is 
on their side, have no fear, yet they act with wisdom, out of love. 
The essence of this love is the Eucharist, seated on the throne of 
the Church through the greatest act of love humanity has ever 
known; for the Divine to die for whom he loves, giving them 
eternal glory through his resurrecƟon.eternal glory through his resurrecƟon.

Father Tony Sarkis

In this Sunday Gospel we have the healing of the haemorrhaging 
woman which is sandwiched between the story of the raising to 
life of Jairus’ daughter. There are two miracles here, both 
revolving around two females, one twelve years old the other 
having lived through twelve years of haemorrhaging.
Jesus gives plenty of Ɵme for these two people. In regards to the Jesus gives plenty of Ɵme for these two people. In regards to the 
haemorrhaging woman, Jesus stops in the middle of a bustling 
crowd and seeks out the woman. He is amazed that she trusted in 
a simple touch to heal her. Jesus goes so far as to publicly praise 
her faith, a woman who had been marginalised for years.
In regards to the twelve year old girl, again Jesus takes to the road In regards to the twelve year old girl, again Jesus takes to the road 
to get to her and when he is stopped on the way, he disregards 
the messenger and the news that the girl has died. Jesus had 
promised to heal her and so he would fulfil such a promise. At the 
girl’s bedside Jesus took her by the hand and called out to her.
In both healing cases what we witness to is not some random act In both healing cases what we witness to is not some random act 
or magic that appears with the snap of fingers. In both cases, 
Jesus makes the Ɵme and the effort to meet the one in need, to 
approach, to touch, and to develop a relaƟonship with them.
The miraculous healing and restoraƟon to life occur, but what is The miraculous healing and restoraƟon to life occur, but what is 
more important it is being in the presence of Jesus who noƟces 
each and every one and who touches the heart. So let us learn to 
understand that a relaƟonship with Jesus is more important than 
anything else. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF
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