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FROM YOUR PARISH

OUR lAIl_\:’ OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader
of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water
and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be
born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who
is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things? “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life”.

In3:1-16
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Frl
Tam, 8.45am & 6pm

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park

Bam (Arabic)

9:30am (English Family) Wed 7am, 845am & 5:30pm: Tpm
1lam (Ar/Eng) (English Youth)

Spm (Ar/Eng) Sat 7:230am & Spm (Ar/Eng)

Tpm (English Youth)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm
and Sunday Masses or by
appolrtment on weekdays

Brothers and sisters, now before faith came,
we were imprisoned and guarded under the
law until faith would be revealed. Therefore
the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith.
But now that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith. As
many of you as were baptised into Christ have
clothed vyourselves with Christ. There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if
belong to Christ, then you

you are

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the

promise.
Gal 3: 23-29
CONTACT
::E::f“ DEVOTIONS Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248

Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787

Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092

Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 752 795

Man & Tuss Bpm. Wed 6:30pm.
Thurs 7:30pm Sun 5:30pm
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary
Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour:

Thursdays 8pm - 9pm

24 Hour Adoration;

Every first Friday of the menth
from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am
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THIRD SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY

If you are renewed by grace,
and were to meet your old
self, | am sure you would be
very anxious to get out of his
company

Charles H Spurgeon

PRAYER

Like you renew the earth
after fires set it ablaze, and
like you bring life to flowers
by sending down the rain,
Lord, renew our hearts. In
time may we learn that no
matter how broken we may
feel, you will always be
there to put our pieces
back together.

Parish Office: 9689 2899

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30pm

Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Fax: 9689 2068

Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

This is the third Sunday in the Season of Epiphany. Today, the
Church reflects on the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” to the
Jewish people, represented by Nicodemus, the mystery of Christ
“the Son of Man”.

In his letter to the Galatians, Saint Paul reminds us that one of the
effects of baptism is to eliminate discrimination between people
so they are all “children of God through faith... heirs according to
the promise.” Therefore, we are all united in humanity through
baptism that transcends race, gender and social status. On this
blessed Sunday, we are called, brothers and sisters, to reflect on
our humanity which has been transformed from a mere physical
feature to a bright and pure image of the glory of Jesus Christ
through the Sacrament of baptism. Hence we “are clothed in
Christ” and “born anew” as children of God, free from the slavery
of sin.

As sons and daughters of humanity, we unite our prayers,
thoughts and deeds with our Australian people in the face of the
dangers posed by fire. Qur Christian humanity unites the whole of
humanity, and is in union with it, regardless of the religion, race,
colour, gender or social status of the ‘other’. Once more, we stand
in solidarity with the Australian Catholic Church in her campaign
to help those who are affected by bushfires, through donations
we are collecting at the entrances of the church. All that we have
is from the generosity of the Lord on us, so do not withhold
anything from others who are in much need of it, but instead
participate in giving generously.

LIGHT FROM
THE WORD BORN OF THE SPIRIT

The Spirit is a difficult thing to capture or express. Yet we in
baptism are ‘born of the Spirit” (v8). We are people of light
and wonder, free and alive.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus sings the joys of being born of the
Spirit, to Nicodemus. We are not simply people of flesh. We
are not just people who focus on reason and the intellect. We
are people, both body, mind and spirit. We have hidden
potential, possibilities, freedom. ‘The wind blows where it
chooses’ (v8) and so with people of the Spirit. We sense the
needs, discern the changing patterns, embrace the call to go
where we need be. It is a life open and ready to respond. To
be born of the Spirit is to live with inspiration, a sense of faith,
living fully in joy.

The wind imagery is a mixture of many things. It blows softly
and it can blow hard. It twirls around the leaves in a dancing
pattern but it can also lash out in destruction. The Spirit is a
gentle and yet a wild thing. The Spirit in us moves us to act
with kindness, playing with joy, dancing to the music of life. At
the same time the Holy Spirit within us can unleash our
power to oppose all that harms. It empowers us with an
overwhelming sense of justice.

The Holy Spirit is what makes us alive. It guides us, inspires us,
brings us to fullness of life. In our baptism we were gifted with
this most awesome of gifts, the Holy Spirit of God. Let us
therefore live as people of the Spirit. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Son of Man

On this occasion, we renew our thanks to the firefighters,
volunteers, police and army, and we pray for them, especially
for one of our brothers, the Maronite priest Father Rafael
Abboud, chaplain of the Australian Air Force, who is now is
south Victoria participating in the firefighting efforts and
offering his assistance.

Today is Australia Day. On this occasion we pray to the Lord to
protect Australia and grant it prosperity and security. We pray
that Australia preserves the ethical and human values and
principles, and for its doors to remain open to receive others
on the basis of respect and human values. We also pray for our
sons and daughters who are starting a new schooling and
university year so their year may be blessed and crowned with
pleasing the Lord and their success, for the good of humanity,
the edification of the society and the glory of God.

Lord, you have created us in your image and likeness through
an indescribable act of free love. You renewed these image
and likeness through the Sacrament of Baptism that has taken
us from the prison of sin to the brightness of the freedom of
the children of God. Grant us to be worthy of the grace of
humanity which Jesus Christ has purified through incarnation
and liberated through redemption so our humanity becomes a
beacon that speaks of your love and majesty all the time and
everywhere; Amen.

Father Tony Sarkis

;
| Welcome back everybody
EI hqpe you've all had a blessed and joyful
tholidays.

I

IThis is our very first article for 2020 and
iI'm urging all our parents that have
iteenagers in years 7, 8 and 9 to mark the
"1st of February in your calendars. It will be
'maronite flame teens registration day.

]

\We begin from 4pm till 6pm, this will include registrations and
ilsome activities for the teens to meet each other and their new
leaders....

\We will then spend the rest of the year having more fun, more
ilaughs and most importantly journeying together with your teens
ito heaven.

i

We also look forward to seeing parents there so that we may
lbegin our teens year and journey together.

iOn behalf of our chaplain Fr Danny Nouh and all the leaders, |
welcome you and your teens to become apart of our family. So
ithat together we may always encounter Christ in everything we
'do and say.

]

EGod bless and see you then!

I
I
i

Joseph Khoury



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dearly beloved,

John the Evangelist relays to us some remarkable encounters
and exchanges between Jesus and others such as with the
Samaritan woman and the blind man. On this 3rd Sunday of
the Season of the Epiphany, we read from the Gospel of St
John about the encounter between Jesus and Nicodemus, a
learned Jew.«.
Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews and an eminent doctor of
Israel, learns from Jesus a truth that troubles him: neither his
qualities, nor his knowledge, or any of his human abilities
give him the right to the Kingdom of God. For just as one
enters this world by natural birth, another birth is necessary
to enter the family of qo’d, a birth by water and spirit.
:
The Lord says "must" twice in his response to Nicodemus.
One applies torman: "You must be born anew". The other,
which is tht_e;"'terrible counterpart, concerns Jesus himself:
"The Son of man must be lifted up ...". The elevation of Jesus
Christ,./é/n the cross makes our salvation possible. By
cqn*témplat"mg this sacrifice, we get to know God's love for
~the world, and for each one of us individually. The world will

in aﬂiarfty *ft'h the communfﬂéég

.=~ dévastated by bushfire$ '~

- S ks ¥
'Austr&a’ﬂ:;y Weekend

25-26 January 2020

This truth also reveals to us.that we have our place at
the heart of God: Father, Son and Spirit. The Holy
Trinity is our family. We are the beloved sons and
daughters of the Father through the Son, our Brother in :
the Spirit. Baptised in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, we are immersed in the Trinitarian
life, in this communion of love which unites the three
Divine Persons of God.

National Bushfire Appeal
On this Australia Day weekend, the Catholic Church in
Australia is holding a bushfire appeal at all masses, with

not be judged without first having been loved. The whole
gospel is contained in this last verse (16): “For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who

“Betieves in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
This is™x means of salvation for all our souls, which should
never cease to amaze us.

all funds to be donated to the Vinnies’ Bushfire Appeal.
| thank you for your generosity to all our appeals and
for any contribution you can make to this cause.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTICLE OF THE WEEK
PREPARING OURSELVES FOR THE GREAT LENT

With lent approaching we should be asking ourselves, what can | do more in my life to be closer to God. Consider giving to charity,
volunteering, helping others, taking up more prayer, taking time to go to nature and pray. Lent is about reflecting on ourselves and
choosing to improve our spiritual well-being and ourselves as Christians. Lent shouldn’t be about depriving ourselves from food, and
become drained and weak, but rather it is to help distance ourselves from gluttony and other sins. Saint John Chrysostom has a great
homily on fasting, he speaks about how to approach this season. He likens fasting to medicine, through fasting we can heal our soul.
He goes on to explain that our fasting should be shown through our works. “Are you fasting? Show me your fast with your works.
Which works? If you see someone who is poor, show him mercy. If you see an enemy, reconcile with him. If you see a friend who is
becoming successful, do not be jealous of him! If you see a beautiful woman on the street, pass her by.”

While it is still important to think about fasting from food, it should not be the only focus during lent.

In the Maronite tradition (and something | was lucky enough to experience since early as 10) we fas0

t from meat and dairy. My dad would fast the whole 50 days from meat and dairy and until midday.

He would encourage us as children to do this the first and last week and Wednesdays and Friday.

It helped by allowing me to learn to abstain at a young age, to learn to say no to things | relied on every
day, such as a favourite snack.

| e g
A #0117 Lent

This lent, take the challenge as a family, encourage your children to fast even if it is for selected days depending on their age. Take
up praying the rosary daily as a family in the evening instead of watching TV. Find a charity that interests you, volunteer your time or
donate to their cause. Attend a weekday mass in addition to the usual Sunday mass. Speak to your children about loving one another,
no matter what race, culture, religion, or beliefs that may divide us. This lent work on making yourself a better person.

Christina Maksisi



PARISH CAMERA

Father Rafael Abboud, chaplain of the Australian
Air Force, participating in the firefighting efforts

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000 J . : :
PARISHIONERS Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit or

$ Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries, contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
133 PARISHIONERS

COMMITTED
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans CYPC $4,044,618.45 UNITS $1,354,892.01

GUMMUNI I ' MysaLied EAaT -y

+
80 Arabic TV Channels

BUSINESS oo [

NETWORK PAGE '

Nursery | Teddler | Preschool

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMECS.COM.AU
40 Alice St, Harriz Park NSW 2150

Qur Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level

Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up!

Community Business Network Page? me(LYNS

Interested in becoming part of the

Z A P ASTAIUBA AR
For $500 ONLY you can promote

your business for the whole month Ph:9721-0583
E media@olol.org.au . § i
P (02) 8898 1536 Visitus: 320 Guildford Rd Guiliford

LOII\'ES




ANNOUNCEMENTS PARISH
EEGéfi:rlunteers required to help throughout 2020 as car park'n%ag N UTICE BﬂAHD

marshals / car park attendants
The main function of Parking Marshals is managing pedestrian Sunday 26 January: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

safety and traffic flow inside the OLOL premises in accordance with Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

the conditions of entry during special events and masses. No ; . .
formal training or traffic controller accreditation is required for this 5:00pm One Year Nahia Germanos Chawka widow of the late

role however a valid WWCC (Working With Children Check) is Albert Chawka from Deirbella
mandatory. If you are over the age of 18 and interested in helping
or would like to know more, please contact George Harb on
0411 069 369 or gharb351@hotmail.com

rd -

Monday 27 January
%_) 10:30am Funeral of Tony Louis Arida from Bkerkacha
i hw ]

Friday 31 January
6:00pm Ghosn Nassim Ghosn from Kfarhata — El Koura (died in
Lebanon)

Saturday 1 February
6:00pm One Year George Akel Hassarati known as George
George from Blouza

Sunday 2 February: Sunday of the Priests - Entrance of Our
£all the Faithf IID -4 Lord into the Temple- Blessing of the Candles
o all the Faithtul Departed | ! X : i
at the Sacredi Japel, Rookwood Cemetery. Masses 8.00&1.n':., 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm .
' 8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality
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Fersan Registration Bon.

Fersan Registration will be on Saturday the 8th February 2020 from

Join our Choir '

1:00pm to 3:00pm - Contact Rita Tannous on 0466 755 838

Arabic School - Term 1

1. Saturday Arabic School (School age children)

a. Mondays: Monday February 3, 2020
5 Time: 4:30pm-6:30pm i
Cost: $100 per child per term

b. Saturdays: Saturday February 8, 2020
Time: 9:30am-12:30pm
Cost: S75 per child per term

Note: Creative Kids Voucher is accepted. . R HOVIG BOUDAKIAN

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MELBEOURNE CHOIR

2. Adult Arabic Classes

Mondays: Monday February 3, 2020 ! i&
Time: ~ 7:00pm-9:00pm Lukows only |\ T
5 Cost: 5150 per student per term By S UROAY A FERGUARY Ma AT THY

ET CHARBEL'S MULTI-PURPOSE HALL

ﬁ‘i' more information, contact the Parish Office on 02968928% 5
TICKET PRICES START FROM $50
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l.orc'i), may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B)
Milia Bou Raidan, Elias Bechara, Antoun Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh & Elias & Ramza & Fadwa Boumelhem, Father Hanna Boumelhem (C) (D) (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & Family, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry & Family (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid George,
‘X 1zzat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I} (J) (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
> B Family, Mary Antoun Kabboura, Youssef Kabboura, Hanneh & Mary Kabboura, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and

= their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros
Moussa - Robert Bechara Moussa (N) {O) (P} (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine,
Nabih Saad & Family, Rahib Saad & Family (T) Rizk, Tanna and Saba Families and Tony Tannous (U} (V) (W) Adele Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z) Sarkis Frangi
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