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emergency services, and I share the pain and suffering of the
communities most af(ected by these disasters. It is
heart-warming to see the.response of the wider community
and the solidarity of all Australians at this time. | am aware
and grateful for the glény initiatives done in the Maronite
parishes and through our organisations to support the relief
services. | thank all the volunteers and benefactors of those
initiatives. :

| also yish to inform you that the MaroniteCare Bushfire
App€al has so far raised $20,542.

_n- line with the Australian Catholic Church which is
collaborating with key national Catholic agencies and
especially the St Vincent de Paul Society (Vinnies) to ensure
as effective a response as possible from the wider Catholic

’\""'éommunity, our Maronite Church will hold an appeal on
Australta Day weekend (25-26 January 2020). Volunteers will
be at church doors. with collection boxes, with all funds to be

donated to the Vinnies’ bushﬁre appeal.
)

God of Creation,~ o :
In your love for us, you created the universe and -
embrace with your compassion and tenderness all that
exists. Our- hearts’ cry out to you today in the wake of
these fires ravaging many parts of Australia. We ask
you Lord to protect all those who are threatened by the
flames; to give consolation to those who have lost their
loved ones and possessions; grant rest to those who
have lost their lives; healing to those that have been
injured; and safety to firefighters, police, army and
volunteers who risk their lives to save those in danger.
We make this prayer, through the intercession-of Our
Lady of the Southern Cross, Saint Charbel, Saint Mary
of the Cross Mackillop and all the Saints.

| thank you for your tremendous generosity towards all
our appeals. May God bless this land and protect it and

its people from all disasters and harm.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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