





down our aspirations, hopes and dreams for the year to come.
I onlgI like to share with you some of my wishes and prayers for
this yea‘r 2020:
)
- For our o‘ountry Australia, | firstly pray for an end to the fires

burning through many of our states and ‘claiming lives and

properties. Wlt\q you all, | pray for rain to stop these fires and also :

relieve the drought, to ease the suffering of the people who have
lost their homes}l their livelihoods and most importantly, their

. loved ones.

poliucdl ieduers o t!lldl.l. IdW>S LIdL EMsure uigility driu ireeuaoliris o
all, especially religious froedoms May religious beliefs be respected
and protected and may th|¥ be reflected in any new legislation or bill
before Parliament. It is aIso}my hope and prayer that 2020 will-be a

year when we can celebrate the gift of life and defend and respect if

1egisiduori. 1 diso llUrt! Lridu 1iurrdrr aigriily, priysicdl Inegriy,
freedom, including religious freedom, communal solidarity ‘and
hope in the future aﬁr/é not denied to anyone in this world.
> 4

- For our hom)éiand Lebanon, | pray for a new dawn, for change
towards the{iﬁetter, for a government that fulfils the hopes and
dreams oftrfg suffering Lebanese people. May 2020 bring an end to
corruptionr}and a beginning of a moderngovernment that oversees

poIiticalyéconomic and social reforms and ensures stability.

- Foér Maronite community in Australia, | hope that this new year
we"may focus on our family life and the important role of parents.
J.Mother Theresa says,

" little love in homes and in family life. We have no time for our

“there is much suffering because there is very

children, we have no time for each other, there is no time to enjoy
each other In the home begins the disruption of the peace of the

world”’

of Peace 2020

Life is very busy and many things can demand our
attention. It is therefore essential that we prioritise what is
most important in our life: our family and loved ones, over
other distractions, such-as social media, smart devices,
and digital games. Technology is beneficial if we use it to

keep in touch with loved ones and. for
communication.: = jad ove == ot Siee. 2 Sabt
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without any diétra'ctiOns Let u5 make time for oné another, _
for human mteractron and for each other s company, before

it is too late. -
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reminder that without him we cannot accomplish'anything
How. beautlful this year is going to be if we dedrcate more S
time to our splrltual life, to personal and dally prayers and :
weekIy mass, oreven daily mass if we can. A change will s‘tartv ;
in our life when we understand that our Christian vocation is

to love and forgive, to be: more charitable and be

peacemakers every day. . Sara

These are some of my hopes and prayers for 2020 May it
bring health, love and peace into every home and may Our
Lady, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the
peoples of the earth, accompany and sustain us at every step
of our journey. And in the words of Pope Francis; “may »aII>
men and women who come into this world experience a life
of peace and develop fully the promise of life and love -

dwelling in their hearts.” Happy New Year 2020!

_Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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