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"THE BIRTH OF
OUR LORD

At your birth, the angels announced
to the shepherds: “To you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour,

' @ﬁe&z@ﬁ/ , he now duwells

o

THE GOSPEL

OUR CADY'QF LEGANON GO-CATHEDRAL - HAGRIS PARK :

THE EPISTLE

In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mara', to whom he
was Enﬁaged and who was expecting a child. While th
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wra pggd him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no piace for them in the inn. in that region
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and thev were terrified. But the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid; for see - | am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth qnd?l'l,.ring in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favours!” When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 50 they went with haste and found Mary and loseph,
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told to them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The

shepherds returned, glnrlfwnghand praismﬁ God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Lk 2: 1-20

Brothers and sisters, Long ago God spoke to our
ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to
us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. He is
the reflection of God's glory and the exact
imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all
things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You
are my Son; today | have begotten you"? Or
again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my
Son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn
into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels
worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes
his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.”
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore
God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of
gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the
beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands; they will
perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like
clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and
like clothing they will be changed. But you are the
same, and your years will never end.”

Heb 1:1-12

CONTACT

ARSC M P A N INCLAYTAN S

who is the Messiah, the Lord”

The Maronite Liturgy

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, In the
fullness of time You sent
us Your only begotten
Son as the greatest gift to
humanity. By His birth,
great joy filled the earth
and hope was restored.
May Christ be born anew
in our hearts, so that we
may become people of
joy and restorers of hope
in our world today.
Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

2
The Joy of Christmas

Dearest sons and daughters of the parish;

The Christmas joy is the joy of humankind in the anticipated
salvation and in the New Testament which God had put in
the history of humanity to open it up to a new life. Since the
birth of the Lord is a new testament, we need to constantly
renew our covenant with God through faith and deeds,
whether in our vertical relationship with God or our
horizontal relationship with others. We can find in our
Church the best and most efficient framework to live this
faith and materialise it in all our commitments.

Christmas is the feast of a joy carried out by the angels who
were praising God saying: "Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom He favours.”
(Luke 2: 14). Christmas is the feast of a peace experienced by
the shepherds to whom the angels brought the Good News,
taking away their fear so they could say to one another “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ (Luke 2: 15).
Christmas is the feast of a hope found by the Magi who
“were overwhelmed with joy” (Matthew 2: 10) after a long
search and the pain of travelling Iun% distances so “they
knelt down and paid Him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh!” (Matthew 2: 11).

Christmas is a glorification to the divine Christ by the human.
With the birth of the Lord, humanity has seen its salvation in
a divine child incarnated to return to the human his divine
robe which he had taken off by his disobedience. Christmas
is the fulfilment of the joy of divinity with the return of the
human to paradise which he had left through sin. Christmas
is the beginning of salvation in the glorified Christ and the
onset of the human journey towards holiness through love,
perseverance and persistence, in order to attain heaven
which had been prepared for us since the beginning of time.
Christmas is the foundation of the comprehensive peace, as
the manger becomes the dialogue table around which
gather the kings of the earth and its shepherds, along with
the animals that provide their food! Around the manger of
the Lord gathered those who had the power, influence,
presl:i%e, wealth and knowledge with the simple ones, the
humbile, Ipm::r. marginalised and illiterates. They all met as
one family, gathered around a child who was for them all,
who came for them all, opening the gates of salvation wide
for them all, without exception. Christmas gives the world
the gift of a peace built on the spirit of solidarity, fraternity,
understanding, tolerance and cohesion, because it is the
peace of the incarnated divine child who has unified
humanity around Him. His peace is a real one, a peace that
no one else can give to the world as it is His own peace, not
the peace of someone else. “Peace | leave with you; my
peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives.
(lohn 14: 27).

Christmas is mercy, peace and justice carried by a star that
shone on that forgotten cave in one of the smallest towns,
which the Lord of the universe had chosen as His place of
birth! With the birth of the Lord, heaven looks at the earth
with compassion to heal the wounds of humanity and
transform the justice of the earth which is built on revenge,
punishment and cruelty, into a heavenly justice that seeks
salvation, mercy and peace. Though the birth of the Lord,
heaven has marked the earth with love, hope and faith, a
love that cannot be extinguished, a hope which we live its
graces in the midst of the ordeals, and a faith that stays
strong regardless of the challenges ahead. Through the birth
of the Lord, love, hope and faith go hand in hand to bring to
the humanity the long-awaited news of salvation.

It is the hirth-of the child who ‘as a gentle lamb, silently and
peacefully, he now dwells in Mary's womb.” By His birth, the
child of the manger is asking us to give up violence, sword,
hatred and indifference, and replace them with the strength of
humility, dialogue, love and fraternity; a strength that can
transform the hearts of stone into hearts of flesh and blood full
of mercy! The child of the manger is calling us today, with a
heart full of love, to love one another, to take love as our shield
and to make it the strength of our faith. With love, we do not
fear anything and no external power, no matter how strong or
supreme it might be, can shake our faith. Today, the incarnate
divine in Bethlehem is calling us to look inward, inside our own
selves, to curb the revolts of our pride and remove from us the
roots of avarice, jealousy and arrogance, so we too, can reside
in the cave of Bethlehem in silence and peace.

The joy of Christmas is the joy of giving. Itis the free giving that
does not want anything for itself. It is the joy of love which
“does not insist on its own way", as Saint Paul says, but "bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things." Itis a love that is “not irritable or resentful”, a love that
“does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.” (1
Corinthians 13: 5-7). This is the love that our blessed parish has
experienced during the preparations for the feast. In fact, our
parish has been living this love for more than forty years of an
unending giving. And now, dear children of the parish, your
generosity has yielded so many good things within a short
period of time, as follows:

- The fundraising for the Australian bushfires appeal through
the second collection in the beginning of December has raised
54,516.

- The contribution of the parish to the Eparchy’s fundraising
appeal for Lebanon to provide 1,000 food rations has been,
through the grace of the child of the manger and your
generosity, $28,897. This amount has come from the door
boxes which collected $22,100, and the second collection last
Sunday which raised 56,797,

This is the joy of giving, giving with a love that does not want
anything for itself! Before such a joy of giving, and the joy of
the birth of the divine child, the ink of the word becomes the
joy of the manger! This joy is translated — on behalf of my
brother priests, deacons and subdeacon - into an act of thanks
to each person of you, wishing you all and your families a
happy Christmas full of hope, peace, faith and joy throughout
the new year. | would like also to thank all our staff, committees
and volunteers who work tirelessly, day after day, to make sure
that our parish continues to shine with the light of the divine
child and to live the joy of Christmas. Also, | would like to thank
all the companies, businesses, social organisations and
government departments for continuously supporting all the
work that we are doing. And of course, a special thanks to the
sons and daughters of our parish. Without you, we could not
be here! May the birth of our Lord be the light that overcomes
every darkness in your lives so that the joy of His birth resides
in you.

Christ is born... Alleluia!
Father Tony Sarkis



1.The joy of our Christi
meeting of God and hu
incarnate Word of God whi
eyes and hearts turn to the
with Mary, Joseph, and the a re the face of the divine child
radiant with the light of heaven, bringing the love and compassion
of God the Father and the grace and gifts of the Holy Spirit. He is
“Emmanuel,’ God with us, who fulfils the prophecies and is the
hope of the nations and generations. He rejoices the heart of his
mother, the Virgin Mary, who willingly participates in God’s plan of
salvation, and humbly proclaims that she is the handmaid of the
Lord, fulfilling through her obedience and total submission to the
Will of God, that which Adam and Eve had been unable to achieve.

\em to vigilantly meditate

2.At Christmas, we may enter into a dialogue with God, who
revealed himself in Jesus Christ, making us realize that he is
speaking and also listening to us. His birth was not a coincidence,
nor is it only an occasion to tell the story of the Nativity to our
children. It is the compassionate response of God’s listening to the
voice of suffering and sinful humanity, hoping and longing for the
coming of the Saviour, to meet him and listen to his voice. The
dream was fulfilled, and the Word of God assumed our humanity:
He dwelt among us, and we witnessed His glory and great love.

3.How important it is for us today that we once again discover that
God continues to speak with us. He is not remote from us, but is
near; He is closer to us than we are to ourselves. The Holy Scriptures
affirm how God has spoken to us in different ways, but in the
fullness of time, He spoke to us through His Only Son (Heb 1:2), the
Word Incarnate, through whom God has told us everything. COur
Maronite liturgy expresses this reality when we pray:

“Once upon a time, Halleluia!
The Word of God sublime, Halleluia!
Became a man divine, Halleluia!”

4.The most noble offering we can make to God at Christmas is to
listen as His Word speaks and to accept Him in our lives. It is by
listening to His voice, that we can learn to speak to God. When we
listen to Him anew we should not allow His Word to just linger
within our ears: it must pass into our hearts, and from there to our
hands; that it may bear fruit in good deeds expressing our faith in
the Word. This alone can bring about the desired change in human
life, healing, reviving and saving whoever believes in Him.

Dearly Beloved,

5.In the spirit of listening to the Word of God, | would invite you, on

this blessed feast to pray for the Plenary Council of the Catholic
Church in Australia, which will hold its first session in October of
next year 2020. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten our hearts
and minds, that we listen to him, and be a church that listens more
to the voice of its children to know more about the challenges that
they are facing in today’s world. In this way, the Synod will form a
new path to a future filled with the light of Christmas, with hope,
and the joy of the Gospel.

6.In the same spirit of listening, we cannot but
hear the cry of pain that has gone up from the
people of Lebanon, especially its youth, since the
17th of October 2019, in the peaceful revolution
against corruption and waste of public funds. This
revolution that has gathered diverse groups all
across the nation, under the banner of the
Lebanese flag, is still waiting and calling on
Lebanon'’s politicians to attend to the voice of the
nation’s conscience. It is by listening that they can
understand the time has come to commence
purifying the past memories of hatred, division
and wounds, in order to undertake immediate
administrative reform, and implement real
changes in response to the demands of the
people, both resident in Lebanon and in the
expansion.

7.In the spirit of Christmas joy, we look with hope
to the New Year 2020, and our hearts pray for the
desired peace in our lives, our families and our
society, especially in Lebanon. | hope that this
blessed feast will bring a renewal of faith, to every
home and family and to everyone eager to meet
the Saviour Emmanuel, God with us, now and
forever.

Christ is Born... Alleluia!

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia



ON BEHALF OF ALL THE PRIESTS,
COMMITTEES, STAFF & VOLUNTEERS
OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON
CO-CATHEDRAL, WE WISH YOU AND
YOUR FAMILIES A MERRY

_CHRISTMAS.
MAY THE NEW BORN KING FILL YOUR
LIFE WITH HIS PEACE AND LOVE,
NOW AND FOREVER

JESUS IS BORN ... ALLELUYA!

ARTICLEOF
THE WEEK

THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

Spending time with family and friends is one of the
most beautiful joys in life. Christmas is the season |
when annual leave from work is at its peak and the
world celebrates with Church devotions, public
holidays, Christmas trees, and unlimited shopping. It's
a special time dedicated to family gatherings,
festivities and parties with friends and work
colleagues. It's also a time when we contemplate how
our life has or has not developed over the past year
and where we are headed in the coming new year
Unfortunately, not all of us have the opportunity to be
with family or friends during Christmas, and it feels as
though this is a time of year when we tend to think}
less about what we have, and more about what we do
not have. It is certainly a time of many blessings for all,
mixed with sadness for some who have suffered a loss.
Looking upon those who have less than we do, is one
way of appreciating and being thankful for what we do
have. If you have shelter, food and transport, if you are
employed, if you are not alone and have family around
you, if you are alive with no terminal illness — be
thankful. Many people have little of those blessings,
but are still grateful despite these losses because of
their perception....the challenges that come our way in
life may be embraced as opportunities to change, to
grow, and to becorne ‘better’ rather than ‘bitter” Every
family has at least one member this year that will not
be with them at Christmas - we may be separated by
distance, or by death. Some may be distanced because
of family divisions or divorce, unforgiveness or .
harbored grudges. There are many reasons and many
excuses to “not feel Christmas” for some. If only we all
could imagine what it was like for Mary and Joseph to
be so poor and so alone when the birth of Jesus was
imminent? Can you imagine the distress they would
have felt as they searched endlessly for shelter on that
cold winter night in Bethlehem? Christmas is a time to
recall the true reason for this season, to be thankful -
and merciful, because God became Man for the sake
of our Redemption.

Remember, in the words of Saint Charbel - “Do not
begin anything on earth if it is not going to end in
Heaven.” Start each day with deeper Faith, stronger
Hope, and unconditional Love, then move forward
trusting in God.

Salwa Elias
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HALLOWED BE THY NAME - JOUMANA MDAWAR
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80 Arabic TV Channels sriezni el

BUSINESS G v i e | OP_N1
NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Metwork Page?

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Mursery | Teddler | Preschool

1300 668 993

For $500 ONLY you can promote TOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au
P(02) 8898 1536

40 Allica St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Lavel
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. A Wednesday 25 December: Christmas Day
] |-J HUﬂkEI' FWM":‘“W”“':TMF " 8:00am Mass in Arabic
R [y L 9:30am Mass in Englléh S ProLT
nl'rmn-mu ; 11:00am Mass in Arabic & Englis
J}hb:‘torm.m 5:00pm Mass in Arabic & EnEF

7:00pm Mass in English

Thursday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
£:00am Mass in Arabic

10:00am Mass in Engl':sh
6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Saturday 28 December

Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm
W Sunday 29 December: Flight into Egypt and the Massacre of the Infants of
aethlq;.

Masses B: ﬂﬂam, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7: 00pm
Z A P A S TA B A R 5:00pm 40 Day Father Paul Stanton Editor of Annals  Magazine

Tuesday 31 Decem r New Year's Eve

PI-I. 9121_0583 Masses 7:00am, &: Sam and 6: pm

Wednesday 1 January: New Year’s D a ea
Masses 7:00am {-ﬁ.":'ahﬁcl 8:45am :Araaglc} 5: 53;- ‘f.ﬁ?raglc §: English) and 7:00pm

Visit us: 320 Guildiord Rd Guildiord RECED

Friday 3 January
6:00pm One Year Ayoub Mikhael Saad from Kour Batroun

Contact John for all your property needs

Saturday 4 January
&:00pm One Year Joseph Bassil from Azour - Jezzine

ey F'“d'“ "'-thE - Eve of the Epiphan

ﬁ:;si:ﬁ E%T::r 30am, L?irﬂdpm an Tﬁkﬁmﬁ piphany
8:00am The Iwmg and deEaﬂed of the members of Sodality

11:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water

Epi of the Lord
mggsde??ﬁtft]aanr:a{ﬁ:'ah?cf 8:45am [Arabic) and 6:00pm (Arabic & Engllﬁh]
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we antrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:
{A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatary, All souls whao have no one to pray for them (B)
Milia Bou Raidan, Elias Bechara, Antoun Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh & Elias & Ramza & Fadwa Boumelhem, Father Hanna Boumelhem (C) (D) (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & Family, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry & Family (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid Gearge,
lzzat Gerges (H) Anizs Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (1) {K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
b Family Mary-Antoun Kabboura, Youssef Kabboura, Hanneh & Mary Kabboura (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki,
"'w,;-..,—f' Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus
. {5) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine, Mabih Saad & Family, Rahib 5aad & Family (T} (W) (V) (W) Adele Wehbe (X} (Y}
{Z)
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