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The Gospel The Epistle

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Brothers and sisters,
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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454.

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Genealogy of Jesus

This is the final Sunday in the preparation of the Birth
of our Lord. We are greeted with that lengthy passage
that depicts the genealogy of Jesus.

We could go through the list of names and give a brief
history of a number of the ancestors but | think it is
suffice to say that every person is born into a time and
place and has a story to tell. What runs through this
entire genealogy is the fact that we are a community of
people, social beings with a past, but also contributing
to the next generation.

The Jews have a long history which we read about in
the Old Testament. Each one of us has an ancestry that
spans decades and centuries. We all come from
somewhere and we all belong to someone. That is both
the beauty and challenge of our lives.

The Sunday Gospel sees it noteworthy to record Jesus’
genealogy, even if it is only to make the point that Jesus
is of the Davidic line. And yet the genealogy reveals
much more if we care to examine it further. All our lives
matter, as do the lives that have gone before us, and
the lives that will come after us.

We all belong to each other, we are in this world
together, and we are one body in Christ. We are social
beings, coming to be, through our relationship with one
another. Together we journey and influence each
other’s lives. Together we come to know God. So this
Christmas remember to celebrate the joy of Jesus’ birth
with as many people as you can, for Jesus was born
among us, for all of us. Amewnv

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

This is the last Sunday before the birth of the child of the manger whom humanity has been
awaiting. It is Sunday of the Genealogy of Jesus in our Maronite Liturgy, Sunday of the names
in our daily lives. They are long names, some of which we recognise while others we have not
heard of. Yet one question remains: what are these names useful for?

Youth Corner

Bur Dearest Friends,

We give thanks to God for the last few months that
have been an exciting time for the MYO. In November,
we shared each other’s company at our Annual Hunter
Valley Trip; a lovely day with wonderful encounters.

In December, The Youth of our Parish worked together
to decorate our Church Grounds as we prepare for The
Birth of Our Lord. We extend our gratitude to all those
who helped — It is your hands that created such vibrant
scenery.

JFooking ahead, we’d like to Invite all our Youth to our
Annual MYO Christmas Party — “Christmas Down
Under” — on Friday 27th of December at 7pm on the
top level carpark. It is a chance to celebrate the Birth of
Our Lord, and to welcome the new year, and give
thanks to the year was. We hope to see you all there
for what is always an incredible night shared in
fellowship. Please do keep an eye out on our social
media platforms for more information!

On behalf of the MYO — we’d like to wish you all a

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! May we
receive The Birth of Our Lord with arms wide open; for
with it comes peace, joy and Love.

Your friend in Christ,
Roy - Charbel Farah.

“My origin. . ?

These names, some of which are difficult to pronounce, are a live indication of God’s intervention in history
through the person of Jesus. They are names that summarise the Old Testament to open the page of the New
Testament. Beloved parishioners, these names are simply a call to read again our past and discover the work of
God that leads in everything to the good of those who love him.

This family tree is our family tree, the tree of the sons and daughters of the Church! They are our ancestors, this
is our history, this is who we are! This is “Aselna wa Faselna”, our origin and our history, as we say in our
colloquial language. And the person who does not know, or acknowledge, his or her origin, has no origin!

Belonging sustains the origin and history. I, you and us, we all belong to the body of the Church whose head is
Jesus Christ Himself. Today He is the child of the manger. In this belonging we find life, action and blessing.

This week, we have lived the journey of preparation to receive the child of the manger through the Christmas
Novena. We will continue with this novena in preparation for the feast and the birth of the child Jesus.
The novena is being Celebrated everyday in Arabic and English. Please see the program for the remaining two
days.

While we enter the last days before the birth of the Lord, let us devote the remaining time to prepare our hearts
to receive Emmanuel, the gentle lamb who silently and peacefully is born in our hearts.

To know our family tree better, especially our spiritual Christian family tree, we need to look back and do a
careful examination. This can happen, in our spiritual lives, by examining our conscience and practising the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. | encourage you to do so, especially before celebrating the Feast Mass. Our priests
are present to serve this sacrament and to serve you, the sons and daughters of our parish, during masses, as
well as outside the designated hours.

Father Tony Sarkis



Sunday of the Genealogy of Jesus

Dearly beloved, LEBAN#N

Ohn this last Sunday before Christmas, the Maronite Church reads the Gospel of the
Genealogy of Jesus, that is the lineage of his human family, starting from Abraham to APPEAL
David and then finally Joseph, Mary’s husband. The Birth of the Lord comes in the ., .~ .- 3
fullness of time to conclude the journey and wait of the generations. stragingfamiliesin Lebanon

and bring the joy of Christmas
to their homes this year!

Jesus is the son of Abraham, the father of all believers, who left his land to go to a place

that God would show him and who was promised a kingdom that would last forever. In
the person of Jesus, the promise to Abraham was fulfilled, since through the death and
resurrection of the Lord, the Church was born and it shall last forever.

The genealogy of Jesus, this litany of names which are linked to one other, evokes in our
hearts and minds the images of the ancestors of Christ and consequently of the
ancestors of our faith, since it is by Jesus Christ that this grace and this faith came to us.

In this genealogy of Jesus there are sinners as well as holy people. There are people whom we know about and
others who are unknown. They all waited for Christ. They all prepared for his coming. Christ came and assumed
our humanity for all people: for the holy ones and the sinners. This is our humanity, a humanity made up of all
kinds of men and women who prepared for the coming of Christ. And through Israel and the lineage of Jesus, all
the nations of the world are gathered around the manger in Bethlehem, around this child who comes.

As Christians, we belong to a new kingdom which is the Church. We are a people whose head is Christ, and who
possess the dignity and freedom of God’s children, and in us the Holy Spirit dwells, as in a temple. We are a
people whose law is to love one another as Christ loved us (John 13:34); and whose mission is to build God’s
kingdom on earth. Our ultimate goal is heaven, and this is all made possible at Christmas.

Lebanon Christmas Appeal

| would like to thank the thousands of people who gave generously for our Lebanon Christmas Appeal over the
past weeks so we can organise food hampers for families in Lebanon. Donations can still be made through
fundraising boxes which will be placed at the Church doors after all masses this week (21 and 22 December) or
through the website maronitesonmission.com . It is worth noting that S50AUD can provide one food pack for a
family.

I thank you for your generosity and pray the Divine Child brings his peace to our hearts, homes, and nations!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Article of the Week Recognizing Jesus as the Messiah!

Many years ago, | worked at a large stadium in Sydney as a Customer Service Assistant.
Sometimes the job required me to ensure that the people entering the reserved areas such as |
coaches’ boxes, dressing rooms etc had the correct passes. On one particular night during a |
soccer match | was posted underground right outside the dressing room of Sydney FC. '

Now the game had already started and | was basically in cruise control, happily biding my g
time and performing a light security task counting down the minutes until | knock off. Then a " <
man of tall stature, dressed in what looked to be a suit more expensive than my entire wardrobe, paced towards
me with executive speed. | saw him coming straight for the door that | was meant to be protecting, so | jumped
in front of him and said “Sorry Sir, may | please see your accreditation?”. He looked at me square in the eyes with
a slight grimace and said “You have to be joking!” with a deep authoritarian voice. | again said to him “sorry sir
but this area is reserved for the players and the managerial staff of Sydney FC, | can’t let you through unless you
have any of this accreditation shown here on this paper”, | continued to explain to him for a minute or so of what
must be done. Then in the corner of my eye | see my superior running towards me with a CB radio in his hand
and he cries to me “Let him through, let him through!” so | immediately opened the door for him and let him go.
My colleague then told me that this was the owner of Sydney FC.

Many people 2000 years ago made the same mistake | did, except instead of not recognising an owner of a
soccer club, they did not recognise Jesus as the Messiah. By reading the Old Testament we can find what signs to
look for. And by reading the New Testament we can see how Jesus fulfilled all these prophecies. The genealogy
today shows us how one of these prophecies was fulfilled. Additionally, on a deeper level, by reading the New
Testament we will be able to recognise God’s hand in our day to day lives and thank him for everything that He
does for us.

Chris Bazouni
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

TV FUAD L]

Sunday 22 December: Genealogy of Jesus

9:30am 40 Day Kamal Boutros Hachem from Ain El
Haour —El Chouf

11:00am 40 Day Hanna Boutros Fayad from Bkerkacha

5:00pm 40 Day Rima Said Moussa widow of the late
Abboud Maroun Gerges from Karm El Mohr

Tuesday 24 December: Christmas Eve

6:00pm Kids Mass with Santa in English

11:00pm Midnight Mass celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Wednesday 25 December: Christmas Day
8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English
5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English
7:00pm Mass in English

Thursday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
8:00am Mass in Arabic

10:00am Mass in English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

Saturday 28 December:
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm

Sunday 29 December: Flight into Egypt and the

Massacre of the Infants of Bethlehem

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

5:00pm 40 Day Father Paul Stanton Editor of Annals
Magazine

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm Contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation Contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details Contact Roy 0434553775
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Announcements

MYO Christmas & New Years Party - Christmas Down Under
Date: Friday 27 December 2019
Time: 7PM | Cost: $S30pp includes Dinner & Entertainment

Dress Code: Aussie Christmas Twist ~ casual

ar Parish Events / Activities

Senior’s Events
. . Activities for Seniors
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Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or
grandparent, call Samia on 0414807410 or the
Parish on 96892899
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The Living Word

English Bible Studies

Every Wednesday
At 8pm

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Adults Events Al By — dgely!) AWK Alile
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Tuesdays at 7pm

Contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for
them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Elias Bechara, Antoun Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh & Elias & Ramza & Fadwa Boumelhem, Father Hanna Bou-
melhem (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & Family, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry & Family (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen
George & Majid George, Izzat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (l)
(J) (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Mary Antoun Kabboura, Youssef Kabboura, Hanneh & Mary Kabboura (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa
and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family (N) (O) (P)
(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine, Nabih Saad & Family, Rahib Saad &
Family (T) (U) (V) (W) Adele Wehbe (X) (Y) (2)




dsigylall dgilagl) ddu daalY) Ay o Jals

Dhall (& 0sSeesle lS Glike i Lexie fég?“”““”*’“‘*““?*ﬁ““m
) ) ) aad U yat el gty o smy DLl o lond Jualos g g

e Ol <l Gl (DAl =

Blall (B 08 - s s Glpe (S Ledie ol Sl palad) o aally oSlall ¢l cal) g o Lau) 03g

Caainail Upnlaas 5l Yy osasl) (s Yy Sher Y Sl 5 LLshially

s LSl 13 o) s o 38 4 LYl Jadu Y ) 28y

A ALY sl e W3 Y 1 LA

Dlall b 0sSn elall il (i Lavie Ungs D50 aald a5l Saer Jais Jed el gl i aaly IS -

35Sy al (ra QU1 e Gangailly osion (pe bladl ushai e

i P 196 oo Jlia Al 8 3ans Asdia AWK e (iallia

NS o S S B T Mt_ij\ o ﬁ mil}ﬁ;ﬁ L) Lals u@\fu:i :

Al 1855 sSal Lgnd 55 a1 of Ay liall 53] 4 o Alilad)

Dl i oS e AV £y 16 15 Losie e Sl e e el DA B

Ly Usli) (S0 (oS (o ol cdadd Looe s JLaSiul s Ja

; OsSal DAT o 25 Gl 8 iy DAY il Ui any lia Juadf

Blaall (8 S A QLS (s 05T Lavie 010 Vi ¥ Mad (pimpnsa ol g puny Jusi (g St

Loy (sae gds Alilall Liad 3 5l saley Boalic s Al o]

1Y) rallys Gl inally COELS (a3l

TUlise dal o luai gd

Casill Jad S alahl g adsl i Lo Ja

ool Cujf (ye 4dde a8 Lea aal and Liaa Euf Jag

Dlall &GS Gl (B e genll SIS Laie

adlal) Aals

rally £ aY) lsAl 53)
e landl Aal gl Lyl 8 3l aT sa5 i) 480 o) Bylaall Jib Dl (e lliady il A
Colan¥) o2a adi Lo tdlaall (s o AV Lpamy Jeads lnany iy ookl 3land LAgesdl) Wil
mc_\aﬂﬁdﬂ\ gl )@M;Wig@sc_})m\b}@uﬂ\t}mwﬁﬂ d;méchdydwkﬂum@\ cladY) oa
sy (5 Y e i OS 8 gy s A Jae LIS Lpale s ) sale Wl ased cidalsy JS5 ¢ Sl gl L aal) agal

o Ui LS "liliady Lilial 138 1opmi 13 cliay )l 13a clinlaal agd) gty Al ol as Lilile $yn cdlilal) 50 o <Lyl Al
Al Jal Yoy Gaging o) alial Cayny Y (gas 2dalall

Slaall Jila asall say cpsmn ol Ll A€l aun ) i Lagan oyaiiy iy Gy UL Jaadlly o) 55 o3 s o Lauyl
AS s ASyas Bl oLl (A

g3l 3 Jadal) 535l aaall Talantind LeleSi Cagu il Dl el DA e sylad) Jila JUiinY 3awial) $ymee lidie cpsalll 128
Ll Y A yead il Amape o lagll L AASN g Ayl Rl sy JS Age L) Gl

Al 45 Y ) sl (dsitee JuEnY Lyl juaatl gl e 85 Lo oSl DLl Gaud A 35880 ALY Ll s

O gl Ll (B eelld iy L (383 Cum sy esl) ) s o Lile cmauall duag ) lilile 308 (adly ¢ ST Lalle 3yadi A jaal g
e aSaasl LDl se Gulaty JEaY) 08 Lasead eyl iy olil | cale aSaansl Lo 138 00 s Ausjlans ypauall Gaad Pla

saamal) Al Z)s Ly el (raca aSieads Gaad) 138 $addd ()50 em ga 23Sy el e Y] San A las
Sy sk gy 95])



Yora JJ\J\ uyls YY 29 - D D WV.VVQV'..o‘lc';l.org.a.u

5
2313 0 gl fshi Dlga GBS 1l e I8 Al 088 e d ol gl pall S G O
(i (e il 4 3o ) Qi) e il Jedy 3,
1 O3 AL g5 iy Jedg cajls JL G Sl
L il £405 56y (1 Gl e AL 51 55
e ) Aol ) G (& ALY, A b
1555880 G350 Ll AT agilh Gpas saal) 33 cp)

Casbi g 3 BAL) (AL 5 2 tambil 0
QG Ga s Gapld A5 1354 AS3Al, s A
My A1 bl Ay Ggiian (ggdian 25 Jajld
(el e duee Ay Se g (DAl Ge Ses A5 (el
Gl 5 505 LAl 305 Wy (g e 1o A dyp | e T LR ‘m‘ie@e‘ o s < uﬂ“ @eg‘l cwd‘ gl
Ty g ot L ) G DUy SRR 1 LS (30
BYRRNS D il s Sl
RAEUICPRCIVEN [P It PR I g

Se M alK a3 S EY e
G (G 315 Gl eppnl A liin e tin 5 Gl [NOUMCERE SRR (AN T el i) ity e agly 3320 o1
S A LG ) G IS, ), G 3, . e O bl e (Fhle B el g B s
e R EPRIEYENRIE S o 5 S T 3 el iy (o
Ay B35 ) 5 Jaalls ¢Jaalls 35 G4 (G P P

RSP I PV RS

Gl (Ul 0 25 oliag 3 Sl Gyl b o

35 s calsn Al bl s Jalilas) A W (L 3

A5 Ssdle sile Ay AU (aBll) 35 gl caseud
ﬂj 3}'@_3\45\ GJ‘}‘@_)L\ 1‘3 é;t/;i se:\’ay 1‘3 13}3\.;4 sd}SLZA VY= ) LAJ)
Ay Cosiag cnsiag A5 GGa e A A5l «)5la)

e A Shs epsle 35 ke ) et (35 Calis) A vie Kl ey b ILELY sy )
Zalys copalliall (umpall olitiy ¢ (pigsaall 2
danay graluiy iy caadlll mydg Balaug ¢ (paniall
S e il A 8 el sl Ul L L )
el Lo e 228 gty il Al Sl e g
Ol een (A il i & By

e 5 395 Y Al G SR el i
bas Sas 32 gl G S ) 355 By Sl
SESC SV

W=y

aaY) a9y il
(Lﬁ)&xsﬂ\) Vi ~(g5),3l5.1! s‘;a_)c)oh ~(L'5);JS.:;\ ‘L“SJJQ)\ Vi ~(L5)=\XS.1‘\)QV~(‘;D:;) Ao ﬁJL) Ly.\.uu - QL'\,\S SJ:\M @b.ﬁls

Eaaa) cilaf 38
elaaie e s BLia Vil Cuddl (<) sluaViv e @:Fe s Blia AzE0 Vies ) Gl Tiee laliaAsgo v daaall — iyl
cldjyicy)
gsm) Al DA aege aaaty o aaY) luld Plae Toe G L) ) Gl (DA I Aiage
Jgad) Cle b

TaliaVi¥s cond A labead:¥ s (e el e daea df JS 1Y ‘.Lqi S delu ¥t Slaadin o= Alv s Guad ag JS g Aol




