The Gospel The Epistle

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place Brothers and sisters,

in this way. When his mother Mary had been This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles
together, she was found to be with child from - for surely you have already heard of the
the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a commission of God’s grace that was given
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to me for you, and how the mystery was made
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. known to me by revelation, as | wrote
But just when he had resolved to do this, an above in a few words, a reading of which
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream will  enable you to perceive my
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be understanding of the mystery of Christ. In
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child former generations this mystery was not

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She [ \oyt sunday’s Readings | Made known to humankind, as it has now

will bear a son, and you are to name him Genealogy of Jesus been revealed to his holy apostles and
Jesus, for he will save his people from their Rom 1.1 12 prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles
.y oml1l:1- .

sins. Mt 1: 1-17 have become fellow heirs, members of the

All this took place to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which
means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord Although | am the very least of all the
commanded him; he took Mary as his wife, . . ) saints, this grace was given to me to bring
but had no marital relations with her and she [ERUUININSVNANEN 5 the Gentiles the news of the boundless
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. riches of Christ, and to make everyone see

Mt 1: 18-25 by learning \YEAM what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things; so that

NOURTEN B RO through the church the wisdom of God in its

CGlorions Ovaint ~Joseph, rich variety might now be made known to

same body, and sharers in the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel | have become a servant
according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power.

Jesus,

help me to

spouse of the immaculate “¥irgin, be and becoming the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
obtain for me & places. This was in accordance with the
pure, humble, charitable mind that person eternal purpose that he has carried out in
and perfect resignation i Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
- ’ [Mhﬁ;{”””gﬂ?ﬂ/[ A oo | access to God in boldness and confidence
oy gHe ”ga/;ﬂérmi}; ’Z{ﬁ”m bl through 4 through faith in him. | pray therefore that
10 die a5 you did St Therese of Lisieux Doadkal not lose heart over my sufferings
in the arms of Sesus and My, for you; they are your glory.
Amen Eph 3:1-13

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454.

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Revelation To Joseph

Joseph the quiet one, always in the background. In our
preparation for Christmas, we have encountered Mary,
Elizabeth, Zechariah and even John the Baptist. Only
now does Joseph get a mention!

The quiet person does not necessarily equate with the
irrelevant one. In fact those who are unnoticed, quietly
going about doing their own business, are often the
real unsung daily heroes. They are the ones we know
are always there for us, who get things done, are
constant and committed in their ongoing presence.
Joseph is just that — faithful, honest and humble. In his
silence, he listens. In his silence, he makes up for it in
action.

Like Zechariah and Mary, an angel comes to Joseph.
However, unlike Zechariah and Mary, there are no

Senior’s Corner

dhe Peace of Our Lord Jesus, be with you all dear
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Qn this Glorious and Joyful season of Christmas the
Senior's Committee along with our spiritual leader
Father Bernard, wish you all and especially our precious
seniors a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful New
Year. We hope this time is full of joy, health and
prosperity.

We celebrated our annual Christmas lunch to end a
very productive and wonderful year in 2019. We
celebrated the Holy Mass and enjoyed lunch and
entertainment. It was so beautiful to see the happiness
and excitement on our senior’s faces and all present.

We look forward to see everyone in February 2020!
May God bless us all and have a safe and joyful holiday.

words recorded of Joseph’s part in the conversation.
The angel speaks God’s word. Joseph neither doubts
nor questions. His silence speaks a thousand words.

‘When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him’ (v24). Joseph pondered,
considered and positively responded. He believed like
Mary, that God could work wonders in our lives. Joseph
is @ man of deep faith, waiting for God, open to God,
deeply committed to goodness.

Mary and Joseph, excellent examples of a couple who
had deep faith, who trusted each other, deeply
respected and loved each other, and followed God’s
ways. Amenv

Sonia Abi-Rached

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

The countdown for the celebration of the birth of the Lord continues. Sundays and weeks are
passing, taking us upward in the light of the Christmas Star. On this Sunday and week, the Christ-
mas Star advances with Joseph the righteous one, without fear, since the ' mystery of the Lord is
revealed. “Nothing can be hidden from the Lord!” No need for fear! “Joseph, son of David, do not E ﬁ
be afraid...” (Matthew 1: 20). Bl =

The Good News of the birth of the Lord was brought to the simple ones, the shepherds. They were first afraid when the
angel appeared to them, but they overcame their fear quickly as they had the simplicity and depth of the faith. They said in
their heartﬁ “why fearing! We are going to Him!” The mysteries of the Lord are revealed to the simple hearted as they
rejoice in them.

Today, the shepherds and Saint Joseph are saying to us “why fearing!”The mystery of the Lord has been revealed to the
Church through the joy of the Gospel, the Good News. Simply, the mystery is about the birth of the one who has come to
save everyone from their sins. That is why He is called “Jesus”, “Emmanuel”, “God with us”!

“Emmanuel”, “God with us”, “why fearing” then! Get up from your fear, the Lord is the one who protects you! | get up and
prepare myself for the feast, full of confidence and joy, despite my pain, weakness, hardship and sin, because the mystery

of tﬂe Lord is the mystery of mercy. “Why fearing” then!

“Why fearing”, since our parish has experienced this week the joy and presence of the Word of the Lord working in its
parishioners through their committees. The Arabic school challenged the fear from learning the language of our ancestors
and gave, once more, another lesson in rooting ourselves in the language of our heritage through the end of the schooling
year party.

“Why fearing”, since the elderly of the parish gathered on Thursday around the altar of the Lord, happy to be together to
celebrate the joy of the feast.

”Wh?/ fearing”, since our parish has a family that is sowing the Word on its soil, celebrating the harvest of the year as one
family on Saturday evening, praising God for His graces.

“Why fearing”, since we have angelic voices praising the Lord through a concert performed by the choirs of the parish on
Friday, and a performance of the Christmas story by the Teens, and the Feast festival which is sowing joy in all hearts.

All thanks go to the chaplains, committees and all members and volunteers for their hard, spiritual and efficient work in the
parish. “Why fearing” then since Emmanuel’s God is with us!

“Why fearing”, since we can prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of the Lord through our daiIY mass, novena and
R/(I:lora,tion, asbgne family, the parish family, under the theme “As a gentle lamb, silently and peacefully, he now dwells in
ary’s womb.

Our beloved Father, help us to live the joy of the birth of your Onll Son Jesus, so we can sing for you with the angels,
rejoice in you with the shepherds and adore you with the magi, the kings of the East. Close the doors of hatred and open
the doors of love in the whole world. Make gentleness come with every gift and the well wishes with every greeting. Teach
us how to be in the likeness of Mary so we can rejoice in you with pure hearts. Make us go to our families on Christmas eve
with thanks, forgiving and being forgiven for the sake of Jesus, so the morning of the feast can bring us happiness for being
your children. Amen.

Father Tony Sarkis



Sunday of the Revelation to Joseph

Dearly beloved,

This Sunday, our Maronite Church reflects on the Revelation to Saint Joseph, husband of Mary. ,
Two aspects of the goodness of St. Joseph appear to us in today's Gospel. Joseph strives to adapt fig
to God's plan, even when he does not fully comprehend it. He is also the one who, looking at
others, always tries to interpret in a good way all their actions to safeguard their good name.

God has a plan of love for each one of us, for "God is love" (1John 4:8). But the difficulties and
busyness of our lives sometimes prevent us from discovering it. It must have been difficult for
Saint Joseph to learn that Mary "before they came together, was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit." (Mt 1:18). Joseph knows Mary's heart. He had no doubts about her. He had decided to divorce her
quietly. However, when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, revealing to him that he should
become the foster father of the child in Mary’s womb, he immediately accepted and obeyed. Joseph teaches us
not to be quick to judge others but to interpret all their actions in a good way, in order to protect their name.

Mary, through her ‘Yes’, brings us into the mystery of Jesus, and Joseph is put to the test. The Father had chosen
Mary from all eternity to be the mother of his only Son. Mary saw God in the most intimate way possible to a
woman when the only Son of the Father took flesh in her. After Elizabeth, Joseph enters also into this mystery of
love. This love unites him to God and unites him to Mary. Joseph felt unworthy to accept the Mystery of God that
was happening in Mary, until the angel of God commanded him to.

Through the intercession of Saint Joseph, we pray that we may take to heart our vocation to serve the Lord, to
serve others and protect them, and to serve the Holy Church.

Lebanon Christmas Appeal

In the spirit of thinking of and serving others, and given the deteriorating economic situation in Lebanon, our
Maronite Eparchy of Australia, in collaboration with the charitable organisations Heaven on Earth and Maronites
on Mission have launched a Christmas Appeal to buy food packs for families in need in Lebanon. Donations can
be made through the second collections in your parishes this weekend, through fundraising boxes which will be
placed at the Church doors after all masses next week (21 and 22 December) or through the website
maronitesonmission.com . It is worth noting that S50AUD can provide one food pack for a family.

| humbly ask you to give generously and thank you for any contribution you can make. Every small assistance can
help in bringing the joy of Christmas to a home in Lebanon this year.

May God reward your generosity and bless your families!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Article of the Week Revelation to Joseph (Mt I: 18-25)

burden, but instead, a blessing. It is only by accepting his circumstances that Joseph
was able to open himself up to the Lord. Joseph truly is an example for us all. How
often do we allow our pride to take control of our actions? How many times has an
unforgiving heart cost us our own growth? Do we, like Joseph, do what is right for =
others? Or do we become so consumed by our own needs that we forget to consider our neighbour, preferrlng
to look after only our own needs.

When an angel of the Lord visited Joseph in his dreams, the angel urged him to not be afraid. Fear: a paralysing
and unproductive emotion. It is reasonable to believe that to live without fear is to live a life courageous enough
to accept God’s plan. It was not until Joseph shed his fears that he was truly able to step out onto the path that
God had cleared for him. The idea of marrying a woman who was pregnant with a child that was not his own; a
baby she claimed was implanted into her womb by the Holy Spirit, would have been terrifying for Joseph. But
faith drives out fear from every crevice it hides in. Just like Joseph, we are called to leave behind our fears and to
open our hearts to accepting the truth.

Jennifer Khoury
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Lower Ground Level

John Moussa
Sales Agent
0416 571091
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LJ Hooker Real estate Services (NSW) Pty Ltd
johnmoussa.ljhooker.com.au

Contact John for all your property needs




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS  ga) il

Sunday 15 December: Revelation to Joseph Chagal ) aal s J ) el Yo aaY)

9:30am 40 Day Salwa Youssef Mansour from Blouza

) ) el Aol sl (e seaie Chugs (gslu asasall sl 417
widow of the late Fouad Mikal Sahyoun from

S e O J&e 258

Kfarfou . ]
11:00am 40 Mona Hanna Sam from Sebhel widow of sl Aol Jass e plos lin e dasasall OJ’“J) ARERN
the late Anthony Rizk Khoury from Kfarzeina W) S e @rd G (Sshil
5:00pm 40 Da\LCharbeI Jabbour from Arabet bajd dpe e s Jipd asadl sl e
Kozhaya

M) eils VY g Y
Tuesday 17 December dod) o4 4

5:45pm Wardieh Boutros Bourached wife of Filimon Ge Aol s Gsald dag) A0 g Gl s desapdleit0

Boufarraa from Bazoun (died in Lebanon) (Ol 8 3lagia) oo
Saturday 21 December S Gssls YY)
5:45pm One Year Therese Fakhri Touma from o e st A8 pujidesnpll L) eite

Becharre . o )
Sunday 22 December: Genealogy of Jesus ) sl i gl QS YY )
9:30am 40 Day Kamal Boutros Hachem from Ain El Cagdll= ysall (e (e adilel Gyl JUS asmiall ggr)l 42T

Haour —El Chouf LalE s e (ald Gyl Us agmpall gl V4o
11:00am 40 Day H.anna B.outros Fayaq from Bkerkacha Ossbe 351 asasall Ala)l et Loy Aasaall gl Oe s
5:00pm 40 Day Rima Said Moussa widow of the late )

ol a8 e e

Abboud Maroun Gerges from Karm El Mohr

Tuesday 24 December: Christmas Eve Dlall e AL I £ gilS Y o DAY
6:00pm Kids Mass with Santa in English Ay ARG Gile e JULY) a8 2lae ie s
11:00pm Midnight Mass celebrated by His Excellency Obhall sl Calia 4y Jaing Jalll Cacal (ula sl VY20
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay aliaY) aluall agyla Jypd — )il
Wednesday 25 December: Christmas Day D) ae td ) fels Yo slaa Y
8:00am Mass in Arabic Lped) il Lol alua Ao
9:30am Mass in English FIAEN P PN R PR IR P N
11:00am Mass in Arabic & English Al dappal) AaLL s lalua VY
5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English 45K g A yall Aallly (a8 2l Oz
7:00pm Mass in English S ARl a8 Sl View
Thursday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God ghdal) Ailgs ae I M) (1 oil8 ¥ el
8:00am Mass in Arabic dapall ARl 8 lalum Azes
10:00am Mass in English S ) Aallly 8 Tl Vazes
6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English LKy Lagpall Al 8 2lae Rze

MYO Christmas & New Years Party - Christmas Down Under
Date: Friday 27 December 2019 Time: 7PM | Cost: $S30pp includes Dinner & Entertainment
Dress Code: Aussie Christmas Twist ~ casual

ar Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events .
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm Contact Albert Junior (Al) 0415241514 . . Activities for Seniors The Living Word
Blood Donation Contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Gl ) pallad) aa) jlias) dagy (el (pegaad JS English Bible Studies
Youth Meetings For more details Contact Roy 0434553775 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or Every Wednesday
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference grandparent, %all _Sr?mla on 0414807410 or the At 8pm
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com arish on 96892899
Children’s Event Family of The Divine Word
ildren’s Events PO ; s e
Al — dgelY) A alile
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) ':?:;E (IZEI‘::::: S
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7pm - 9pm Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 ) ]
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am Contagtztgggga;lgsggofﬁce:
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for
them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef Antonios Basbous and family (C) Youssef Chamoun, Youssef Romanous Chidiac & Denise Chidiac (D)

G (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid George, |zzat Gerges, Youssef & Leila Gittany and all the De-
ceased from Fahd & Sukari Families (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (l)
(J) Kamel Antonios Jabbour & his wife Ghorra (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Salim & Jamal Khaicy & Family, Youssef Sleiman Khattar (L)
(M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of

the Moses Family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Emile Rizk (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sas-

sine, Nabih Nassim Saad & his children Kevin & Emile, Malcolm Shannon (T) Youssef & Said & Mountaha Taouk, Bernadette Tanna, Tony

Tannous (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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