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The Gospel The Epistle

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give Brothers and sisters,
birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the

and relatives heard that the Lord had shown law, will you not listen to the law? For it is
his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced written that Abraham had two sons, one by

with her. On the eighth day they came to a slave woman and the other by a free

. . . . woman. One, the child of the slave, was
circumcise the child, and they were going to )
. . . . born according to the flesh; the other, the
name him Zechariah after his father. But his

; ) child of the free woman, was born through
mother said, “No; he is to be called John.”

the promise. Now this is an allegory: these
They said to her, “None of your relatives has women are two covenants. One woman, in
this name.” Then they began motioning to fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing
his father to find out what name he wanted [ . sunday’s Readings

children for slavery.
to give him. He asked for a writing tablet | Revelation to Joseph & Feast

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of| °" N‘EEL“;?'la*l‘sHard'“' corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for

them were amazed. Immediately his mouth Mt 1: 18-25 she is in slavery with her children. But the
was opened and his tongue freed, and he other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem

L above; she is free, and she is our mother.
began to speak, praising God. Fear came JrilloR{elA@IINa} For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one
over all their neighbours, and all these ’ ) Y ’

thi talked about th hout th you who bear no children, burst into song
|rTgs were alked abou rougnou i WILLBE CALLED  [PRW shout, you who endure no birth pangs;
entire hill country of Judea. All who heard

o for the children of the desolate woman are
them pondered them and said, “What then REIINLNOLLIANCIIN \ore numerous than the children of the

will this child become?” For, indeed, the one who is married.”
hand of the Lord was with him. L [R\/ONINLI(CI. B Now you, my friends, are children of the
Lk 1: 57-66 promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time

FOR YOU WILL the child who was born according to the

flesh persecuted the child who was born
O glorious Saint John the Baptist, greatest [KCIORONR=IAZol{u1;1= according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But
pro]?)het among those born of woman, what does the scripture say? “Drive out the

alt ough thou wast sanctified in thy No - RreN 1IN slave and her child; for the child of the slave
mother’s womb and didst lead a most will not share the inheritance with the child

innocent life, nevertheless it was thy will to " :
retire into the wilderness, there to devote HIS WAYS “ of the. free woman.” So then, friends, we
are children, not of the slave but of the free

thyself to the practice of austerity and
penance. Obtain for us of thy Lord the grace woman. For freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit

to be wholly detached, at least in our hearts,
from earthly goods, and to practice Christian again to a voke of slaver
mortification with interior recollection and Luke 1:76-79 & y &
with the spirit of holy prayer.

Gal 4:21-5:1

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454.

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.



https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Luke/1/76

Light from the Word  Birth of John the Baptist

There is plenty to talk about in today’s Gospel of the
Birth of John the Baptist so let us get started.

Elizabeth gives birth. Now this event is worthy of many
more lines but it is given only one short sentence. To
give birth means to endure labour pains and hours of it
and for Elizabeth this was even more challenging given
she was getting on in years. So what an effort and
congratulations to each woman who travels through
nine months of pregnancy to give life to a child.

The relatives and neigbours rejoice with Elizabeth and
so they should. A baby is always a beautiful gift that
brings delight to one and all.

on the eighth day came the circumcision and naming of
the baby, as was the Jewish custom. As Christians we
have baptism. Each child goes throuEh a ritual as a way
of officially welcoming them into the world and to a
particular culture, faith and way of living.

Elizabeth and Zechariah name the child John. This goes
against the custom of the time where one was
expected to name the child after a relative. Of course,
as in all circumstances where people buck the trend
and change custom, they become fodder for people’s
tongues, as we read, ‘all these things were talked about
throughout the entire hill’ (v65). And so they can talk to
their heart’s content because Elizabeth and Zechariah
were determined to do things their way.

It is interesting what we read next, ‘All who heard them
ondered them and said, “What then will this child
ecome?”’ (v66?. People had started to think outside of

their little world. Elizabeth and Zechariah had chal-

lenged them to open their minds, think bighger, dare to
wonder . . . because faith in God does just that. It opens

up our horizons! Amen
Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Fersen Corner

©n the 10th November 2019 the Fersen
Al Adra welcomed new leaders and
children on our annual Consecration
Day. Present leaders and children were
able to renew their vows to Our Lady. It
was a special day and one of the biggest
events in our Fersen Calender.

We thank all the parents for their continued support
and generosity to the Fersen ministry. We thank our
chaplain Fr Danny for his commitment and unwavering
guidance. We thank all the leaders who joined to
celebrate with us on this special day. Finally we thank
you, dear children for without you we would not have
the Fersen.

% we prepare for Christmas let us always remember
that in giving of ourselves we receive. With Heaven on
Earth going to Fiji, the youth collecting hampers for a
special needs hospital and other initiatives for bush
fires and our home country in Lebanon let us if we can,
help those who are doing it rough this Christmas.
Please connect to the respective committee members
for more information

drom all the Fersen leaders, we would like to wish all
of you a Merry Christmas. May the peace of the child in
the manger dwell in you and your families.

g(oa'ca in Christ,

Ann

The Servant’s Word

“Full of tenderness”

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

The essence and foundation of our Christian faith is the direct relationship with the Lord. The
Glorious Season of the Birth of Our Lord is one of the pillars that remind us of these essence and
foundation. Zechariah and Elizabeth experienced the tenderness of God in word, deed and
service. Hence they could plainly say “God is tender”’, or as we put it colloquially, “full of;t

tenderness”. m L

This week we reflect on this tenderness as we say with John “O Tender One”! We are living the tenderness of

God in our Christian life which is founded on the Good News, the Gospel that tells the story of the tenderness of

God towards His people. John was filled with the Holy Spirit while in his mother’s womb when Mary visited them,

he was then filled with tenderness and love. Is this what we too experience when we visit the church or the

Barish? Do we live this feeling and its effects? The answer is personal, according to the experience of each person
ecause tenderness is a gift, not something made up.

One of the signs of mercy and tenderness in our parish is the Sodality of the Immaculate Conception. Like all
other committees, the Sodality has given a lot to the parish. It is considered as the mother of the parish:
the tender, loving and merciful mother, especially today in the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. We renew
our thanks and gratitude to the Sodality as its members renew their vows and commitment to Our Lady who is
the tenderness itself. All thanks go to its chaplain Father Youwakim Njeim, committee and members. Each one of
you is “full of tenderness”.

Other signs of tenderness in the parish include the Families Committee and Fersen Al Adra who are celebrating
today, in this blessed Sunday —parents and children together — the spirit of Christmas, as one family. This is a sign
of life and love and a tender indication of the importance of the Christian family whose essence is faith and
whose foundation is tenderness.

The spiritual and pastoral preparations to celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation, the Birth of the Lord Jesus, have
been concluded. We have now entered the stage of implementing our plan at all levels. | call you all to participate
in the spiritual and pastoral events which start with the Christmas Carnival from 13 to 15 December. It kicks off
on Friday 13 December with the carols. The activities of Saturday 14 December include a live play of the Nativity
and fireworks. The Christmas Novena starts on Sunday 15. In this novena we prepare ourselves to welcome the
Lord in our hearts. The program of the celebrations is available at the doors of the church.

The Lord is tender and through His incarnation and work He has given us tenderness. Let us be the children of
tenderness and let each one of us be “full of tenderness”!

Father Tony Sarkis



Sunday of the Birth of John the Baptist

Dearly beloved,

this man and his I|fe in the history of salvation.

John is born to Elizabeth and Zechariah in their old age. They know that their child comes from
God and that he does not belong to them. They show it by giving him the name wanted by God.
To give a name, in the culture of Israel, means that one is master or owner of what one names. By
giving John the name God wants for him, they recognize that this child belongs to God and they
recognize the primacy of God over this new life. It is not the parents who give the vocation, it is God. Elizabeth
and Zechariah recognize that their son has a vocation that comes from God and they submit to the will of God for
their son. They are there to accompany him and to help him discover and respond to this vocation. They show
great humility and detachment. They are able to do so because, from the very beginning, they are aware that this
son is a gift from God. This is the case for all children, but the miraculous birth of John the Baptist confirms and
proves it more. It is with gratitude and faithfulness that Elizabeth and Zechariah carry out their role as his
parents, setting a great example for all Christian parents.

It is evident from the moment of his conception that God had a great mission for John the Baptist. In the same
way, God creates with love each one of us and reserves for us a beautiful and a great mission. At the birth of John
the Baptist, people are amazed and wonder, "What then will this child become?” But it is before every newborn
that we should have this attitude of respect, admiration and astonishment, for every child is a mystery, a new be-
ing who has a unique relationship with God and who has an irreplaceable place in God's plan of salvation.

John the Baptist went to the wilderness and allowed God to touch his heart and make him a great prophet. In his
example, we must let our hearts be still and silent and learn to listen to the voice of God who reveals our
vocation. The discovery of our vocation is the fruit of a long period of listening and requires patience and time.
Trust in God’s timing and know that He knows what He does and when He does it.

I wish you a Blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Article of the Week God's faithfulness

In my dealings with families and young adults struggling with difficult situations,
I’'ve often heard the comments “I’'m afraid of commitment” or “I have trust issues”
and other similar expressions of insecurity. On many occasions, working within the
Domestic Violence Advocacy Service, it was very common for me to hear such
remarks on a daily basis. It's very sad to know of the struggles that some families
endure because of this lack of confidence or trust in one another, which is based
on their personal experiences of infidelity, abuse, or other issues. The “family” and
the “home” are two places where we would hope to find a safe refuge, embraced
by the comforts of love and trust. But, if this is not the case, to whom does one
turn? | can say with confidence, that | have placed ALL my trust in God. Why? God is faithful. God never lies or
breaks his promises. God loves unconditionally and forgives infinitely. God does not take back what he has freely
given, and God expects nothing in return but our love and fidelity. Yes, God is eternally faithful and that is why
we can place all our trust in Him.
Having said this, | must add that there is nothing more heartbreaking than to hear someone say they no longer
trust in God because they feel he has “let them down”.....what could possibly cause someone to lose faith in the
one and only source of faithfulness? Saint Paul inspires us in his Letter to the Romans: (Rom 8:35-39) “Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
danger, or sword?” He continues with: “....I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Personally, | don’t need much more than this to
encourage me to never give up hoping or praying for God’s guidance and direction, inclining my heart unto His
Will.
Undoubtedly, in my life there has never been anyone more faithful, more loving, or more committed to my
happiness, joy, and salvation. God has reaped fruits from places where | never knew He had sown. Praise be to
God always!

Salwa Elias
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“Hallowed Be Thy Name” Maronite Concert
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Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole
month
E media@olol.org.au

P (02) 8898 1536
Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up!

BROOKLYN'S

PI1 Z2Z A PASTAU BAR

Ph: 97121-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

IIAI!I!IS PARK
-
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POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level

John Moussa
Sales Agent
0416 571091

john.moussa@ljhookercorp.com.au
LJ Hooker Real estate Services (NSW) Pty Ltd
johnmoussa.ljhooker.com.au

11) Hooker

Contact John for all your property needs




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS gaad) il 2
Sunday 8 December: Ii?»irth olf iohcn the Btaiptist - Cadd Mo el we = ldenal) Uagy alge aad 3 oY) eils A aal)
maculate Conception . < .
8:00am The livings and departed of the members of JiaYls Slgaly (onpes elial SaV) b A e dE A
Sodality _ el paas 8
11:00am gggh\;?ﬁléjoseph Bassil Abed Sukkar from xS e Jals Cagsn asapall ) V) :e
5:00pm 40 Day Emile Tannous Mouijalli from G U (e (e pagila dadd sapall Ol Bze
Kfardlakos
6:00pm  Michel Antonios Rached Harb from (01 o ist) Qs O i 2 skl Qe oyl A2

Tannourine (died in Lebanon)
il A h5ie) DlayiS (e philand ugih ) I AU
6:00pm Zahi Tannous Kostantine from Kfarsghab (05 rtsie) i€ 0o G st 2D el
(died in Lebanon) )
: _ QlaasiS (o cmse duliae Ua Gl asmpall )l Ve
7:00pm 40 Day Elias Hanna Mikhael Moussa from
Kfarsghab .. . . .
apals dndlly COULY A o a8 addy danall 33 Y Vie s
11:00am Rosary followed by Mass for the intentions | Sl ae s Ladald d ellall sels duulial Gl 3 D)
of families, the youth, the sick and the peace - ¢ < J“
in Lebanon for the apparitions of the Virgin -
Mary at Fatima and to celebrate Christmas
laa y3S (e dlaa (el Al dass adl o e
6:00pm One Year Nehmtallah Amine Haddad from S Do s Guel el

Kfarsghab gl ) aaf )y gilS Yo aal)
Sunday 15 December: Revelation to Joseph asnyall Aoyl 135l (o ysaaie Ciusy sl Aasayall (psma)l Q1Y

9:30am 40 Day Salwa Youssef Mansour from Blouza L 8
widow of the late Fouad Mikal Sahyoun from L S8 O L= I Jb’;
Kfarfou psaall Aol das e pls L e dasapall sl VY20
11:00am 40 Mona Hanna Sam from Sebhel widow of o) WS - LAy 5 eladl
the late Anthony Rizk Khoury from Kfarzeina L 4 ) ')JSS, d d)}; d))\%—ub-‘i ..
5:00pm 40 Day Charbel Jabbour from Arabet Kozhaya 28 dpe O s dud sl smy s

& N 59 Family Committee & Fersen Al-Adra Christmas Brunch

: ; The Family Committee and Fersen Al-Adra would like to invite
CHRISTMAS & \ N ; ¥ou to their Christmas brunch on Sunday 8th of December at
TS : 0.30am (after the 9:30am Fersen Mass) in Level 1 Rec Room

== of the Youth Centre Come along and enjoy a morning of
Family fun and gathering \A]élthkfréee food, drinks and activities
or kids
There's also a special guest attending for the kids.
All are welcome.

MYO INVITES YOU TO THE SEASON
OF GIVING WITH

HAMPERS FOR
ALLOWAH

OLOL Maronite Teens Flame - The Grand Christmas Ball
Saturday 21 December 2019 from 6pm-11pm (Doors close at 7pm) Loca-
tion: OLOL Hall Cost: $50pp includes dinner, drinks, DJ, photo booth & spe-
ki = e o] cial entertainment by the A team
Tunsr~ casvar i A ' Prebptwin ke “’Wn ) Contact: Joanne Haddad 0451 511 197 | Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
= U R

Diocesan Notices

The award-winning Lebanese movie “MORINE”, the incredible true story of St Marina, by Tony Farjallah and star-
ring Takla Chamoun, is screening at Hoyts Bankstown on Thursday 12 December 2019 at 7pm. Tickets are on sale
now at alff.com.au. We encourage you to watch it.

gy Jlasae oo lag cliple Al sba e s aldll 138 Ly geadi DU Alghayg dilaf sk mpdall "ol ALl Gl (e
slaa Vv e Aeludl Yoy a ) sl VY Luadll a5y Hoyts Bankstown i alall iy,
lia e oSaaisalff.com.au o iSIy) glsiall Jeo SIl ¢ LS

Christmas Festival

//{{ MO EZZO o/ OLOL Chrigstmas Festival
15-14-15 December 2019 Friday 13 December 2019 | 8PM

Carols by Candlelight—Inside the Church

Saturday 14 December 2019 | 5PM—10PM
Food Truck Festival: Live Nativity, Face Painting,
Fireworks, Music & Show bags

Sunday 15 December 2019 | 10:30AM—2PM
Food Truck Festival: Face Painting, Music & Show bags
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for
them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Toufic Chamoun (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid George,
Izzat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Jim Haddad & Anthony
Haddad (1) (J) (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon,
Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Yvonne Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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