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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting
this might be.

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God.| Nextsunday'sReadings |,y opo0 through the promise. Why then the
And now, you will conceive in your womb V'S'tasohnlt.c;'flliabem law? It was added because of transgressions,
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. LE1;§9_45 until the offspring would come to whom the
He will be great, and will be called the Son of promise had been made; and it was ordained

h o d the Lord God will i through angels by a mediator. Now a mediator
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to involves more than one party; but God is one. Is

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of Certainly not! For if a law had been given that
his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said As a gentle lamb, could make alive, then righteousness would
indeed come through the law. But the scripture
. . . silently and has imprisoned all things under the power of
?II {ow

virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit sin, so that what was promised through faith in

will cor_ne uPon you, and the power of the peacefully, he Jesus Christ might be given to those who
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the believe.

Brothers and sisters, | give an example from
daily life: once a person’s will has been ratified,
no one adds to it or annuls it. Now the promises
were made to Abraham and to his offspring; it
does not say, “And to offspring's,” as of many;
but it says, “And to your offspring,” that is, to
one person, who is Christ. My point is this: the
law, which came four hundred thirty years later,
does not annul a covenant previously ratified
by God, so as to nullify the promise. For if the
inheritance comes from the law, it no longer
comes from the promise; but God granted it to

to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a

child to be born will be holy; he will be called now dwells in Gal 3:15-22
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth

in her old age has also conceived a son; and Mary’s womb m
this is the sixth month for her who was said to Holy Mother of God,

be barren. For nothing will be impossible with By your YES, the Creator took flesh and became

God.” human like us. From you, the Source of Life,

took life. May we, through your example, bring

Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the | The Maronite Litur:
Y 9y Christ to others and draw on Him for

Lord; ”Iet it be with me according to your nourishment and strength. Teach us Mary, that
word.” Then the angel departed from her. humility and love, above all else, are key to

Lk 1:16 - 38 finding favour with God. Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454.
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubelr 0414 900 016.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335




‘tlere am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me What’s wrong with treating
according to your word’ (v38). One of the greatest lines snother as an object rather than
in the Gospels is presented to us this second week in , subject? This was the topic for
preparation for the Birth of Our Lord. the first .Iesson of Term 4. The

Mary has been extolled throughout the centuries. teens experienced testimonies
People love her and find comfort in her. Why? Well we from our leaders and shared
need to take a closer look at this woman in order to fruitful  discussions  in  the

really capture her remarkability. outdoors  surrounded b N
u urrou y

Mary was an ordinary village girl who had a special bonfire. This continued onto the
encounter with God. She made a decision that would ’ .
next lesson where we spoke about Modesty in our

radically change her life forever but she was willing to i X o
say yes to it. Mary is not some timid, shy little girl, but clothing, one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit.

one bursting with hope, energy and the possibility for £or our next lesson we welcomed back majority of our
goodness.. . Year 12 students from their HSC with a fun night of
By accepting the promise made to her by God, to bear social games. On behalf of the Come Alive leaders we

Jesus, Mary would change the course of history. Yet it is congratulate all our Year 12 students that have now
not so much about what would later happen because of finished the race. We are extremely proud of your

her decision, but the actual decision itself that we . . .
should focus on. Mary listens and she does so very achievements over the two years working towards this

attentively. She thinks about the proposal, seeing the 80al- We wish you all the best for your results!

exciting possibilities but also aware of the challenges To finish the year with a bang we will be hosting our
that would arise. However, she chooses to risk a great apnyal christmas Teens Grand Ball on Saturday the
ezl ey L2 ol fue sele el possls lhes. 21st of December from 6pm — 11pm in the OLOL Hall.
Tler yes expresses a woman full of hope, ready for price is $50 each and will include dinner, drinks, photo

change, willing to be challenged. She was a positive |, 'p) and special Lebanese entertainment by ‘The
thinker, a collaborator, an active person, excited and AT L E booki I tact J
determined to play her part in doing what is best. May ~°'€3M . FOr DOOKINgS piease contact Joanne on

we too show the same enthusiasm in our engagement 0451511197.This event is for Years 7-12.
with God. Amen lsooking forward to seeing you all there!
Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF Tony Sassine

Lhe Servants vwword ~ The Joy of Waiting With The Joy Of The “Y

Pearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

There is no salvation except for those who wait in anticipation, and there is no real waiting except
for those who live in hope. And what a waiting full of joy and hope, the one that we are now
experiencing while we continue our journey in the Season of the Birth of Our Lord, reaching one of
the most important points of this journey, Sunday of the Announcement to Mary! Waiting in
anticipation is a time of tranquillity, silence, reflection, prayer and meditation. Through this waiting
we prepare ourselves for the birth of the divine child, not only at Bethlehem, or in a nativity cave at
our homes, but in our hearts as well. This is what matters most! Go deep into your inner being and
reflect there, what do you find? What are you thinking about? Many are the things that urge you to
search and seek, including the inclinations, cravings, instincts and desires. However, are these really
the desire of your heart? Are they truly the will of God?

Isn’t your aim to long for a life in sanctity? Why don’t you wait for the one who said: “l am the way, and the truth, and
the life”? (John 14: 6). Wouldn’t you wait for the one who has come so we can have life abundantly? If you are longing
for life, you should know that His word is life. Open your heart to His word and say to Him: “my heart has prepared a
nativity cave, Lord visit me”. Trust in Him, as waiting involves watchfulness and hope. Always seek, as waiting
supposes relentless pursuit. Aspire with eagerness, as waiting is full of longing for freedom and perfection, “as a deer
longs for flowing streams” (Psalm 42: 1).

Open your intellect and mind to the word of God, be ready to be surprised by the word of the Lord. However, have
the courage, awareness and strength to say “yes”, the Marian “yes” which embodies patience, silence, fortitude,
reflection and prayer. The joy of waiting is the joy of giving. From here comes the joy in our blessed parish, the sacred
joy, as the Lord gives us good things through helping others and through the groups which are present there. It is the
joy of giving through serving the elderly in our parish. How beautiful this “yes” is, the “yes” performed by the Elderly
Committee! This is what | noticed last Thursday during the gathering organised for the old people in our parish. The
joy of waiting is also within our Sodality, the watchful mother in the parish.

The joy of waiting is also in the work of our committees which are preparing to celebrate the birth of the one whom
all nations are waiting for, Lord Jesus. The parish is like a beehive in the preparations which involve everyone, young
and old, and on all spiritual, social and recreational levels.

Beloved sons and daughters of the parish, do not be outside our liturgical season, outside the season of waiting in
aspiration, but be with us in the parish which is an oasis of waiting. The announcement to Mary is for the whole world
which is living the season of waiting as the awaited Christ the Saviour will be born from her. May our preparations for
this birth be made in joy and hope.

a

*,

Father Tony Sarkis




Pearly beloved,

Following the Announcement to Zechariah last Sunday, we reflect this week on the Gospel of the
Annunciation to Mary. With simplicity, the evangelist Luke relays to us the most astonishing fact of
God's relation with humanity. The angel Gabriel comes into the house of Mary, a Virgin betrothed to
Joseph. He tells her that she has received the grace of God with abundance. The angel’s words: “The
Lord is with you” are a statement, not a wish. The Lord was with Mary in an exceptional way, even
before the conception of the Word.

The angel Gabriel then explains to Mary that she will conceive a child, the awaited Messiah. For Mary,
a devout Jewish young girl, the language of the angel was clear since it fulfilled the prophecies of the
Old Testament relating to the Messiah. Then Mary questions Gabriel: how will it be? This question
does not contain the expression of a doubt, but that of astonishment and admiration. After the explanation from Gabriel,
we hear the humble acceptance of the Virgin Mary: a mixture of profound humility and perfect obedience. Mary’s “yes”
and her cooperation with the will of God is worthy of our veneration.

s Maronites, we are known for our love for Mary who draws us to her Son. In fact, the Eastern Churches present the Icons
of Mary always with her Son. The praises of her virtues and her greatness do not for a moment lead to a separation of her
from Him. As Mother of our Redeemer, she is also our spiritual mother, leading us to her Son and our attachment to her is
that of children to their mother.

Our Sodalities of children, youth and adults bear the name of Mary as we keenly desire that our younger generations grow
in the ‘School of Mary’ while they learn to cherish our traditional love and devotion to her. The Rosary which is a
compendium of the Gospels, has been prayed for centuries in our Maronite Church as a favourite prayer. Our veneration of
Mary fills our whole life. Her name is on the lips of every Maronite who, instead of saying ‘watch out,” calls to her
spontaneously ‘Ya Adra’, seeking Mary’s help and protection.

We will always remain proud of our sentiments of affection, confidence and respect that we hold towards Mary, following
in the footsteps of our Maronite ancestors who lived their faith in our Lord and were sanctified under her maternal
protection.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

AITicie or 1nevveek - 1rusting od

This Sunday we hear the story of the Annunciation, Mary’s yes, the ultimate exam :
ple of trusting God. Pope Francis wrote that “Mary’s response to the angel: ‘Let it
be done to me according to your word.” Her ‘yes’ to God’s plan of salvation, imple-
mented by means of the Incarnation, is the handing over to Him of her whole life. It :
is the ‘yes’ of full trust and total openness to God’s will.”

There is more to trusting God than just proclaiming that we do. We must walk in
that trust and live our lives in that trust. Mary did not just trust in God’s promise
but she showed obedience to God’s word of invitation in her life, surrendered to
the mystery before her, and committed herself to be part of God’s plan of salvation
in Jesus. Even when all was lost on the Cross, that day on Calvary, she continued to
trust by staying by her Son. We cannot choose to trust God only when we feel like it
but trust Him even when all seems lost.

Fear stops us from trusting God. But we must hear the words of the angel, ‘do not be afraid.” We must not be
afraid, the Lord loves us and has a plan for each of us. He will not abandon us but gives each of us the gifts and
talents we need to fulfil His Will for us. Mother Angelica once said

“I’'m not afraid to fail, because I've always learned something when I've failed. I'll tell you what I’'m afraid of- and
when | think about it | break into a cold sweat — I’'m scared to death of dying and having the Lord say to me,
“Angelica, this is what you might have done had you trusted more.” I’'m petrified of that.” Let us not let our fear
stop us from trusting God’s plan for us

loet us use this time as we prepare for the Birth of our Lord, to reflect on our relationship with God. Do | trust Him
enough to obey His invitation in my life? Do | trust Him enough to surrender everything, even when | do not un-
derstand His Plan? Do | trust Him enough to commit my life to His Will? Do | truly trust God?

Connie Maree



MaroniteCare
BUSHFIRE APPEAL

3 WAXS TO DONATE

2nd PLATE EFT
COLLECTIONS W8 ' BSB # 942207

Saturday 23rd * ACC # 1008754
Sunday 24th ¢ “Fire Appeal”

Nov 201&

. ,H.:"{ O S
Family Committee Event: " W%éonitecare-ow L
OLOL Women faith formation dinner iy

| e

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible

%/Wmmw %Jéa A OLOL Christmas Festival

eReure Dee IR » Friday 13 December 2019 | 8PM
-' ' Carols by Candlelight—Inside the Church

Saturday 14 December 2019 | 5PM—10PM
Food Truck Festival: Live Nativity, Face Painting, Fire-
works, Music & Show bags

Sunday 15 December 2019 | 10:30AM—2PM
Food Truck Festival: Face Painting, Music & Show bags

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole
month
E media@olol.org.au
P (02) 8898 1536

E= POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Nursery | Toddler | Preschool
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02 8218 8855 ‘ | 40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150

Our Lady of Lebanen Co-Cathedral,
@0 Lower Ground Level




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS Eoued) il 38
Sunday 24 November: Announcement to Mary ehydad) 3Ly aaf o S fupds Y aal)

11:00am Mass for the Late President Rene Mouawad
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and his companions

5:00pm One Year Boulos Antonios Saba from Blouza sl oy Llas G gaishail (yal s asnyall Al 0rus
Monday 25 November BN Gl Yo ity

6:00pm Sayed Kabalan Frangieh (Chab) from Zgharta (O b A5ie) e (e () Lnip (OB Al asmpall  Rre
(died in Lebanon) o
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Wednesday 27 November ;

7:00pm 40 Day Maurice Wahib Moses from Kfarsghab SlaasiS Ge puse s puse sl Gl Vi
Friday 29 November AU Gyl Y4 daand)
6:00pm 40 Day Youssef Mtanios Atieh from Debel Jd (e dohae (usaillas Caigy o gayal) Osayl e

Saturday 30 November

u.'aL"aS\ ‘)i)&:\ Yoo X |
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm .

Plae Tre e g lalua V¥ cilulss
Sunday 1 December: Visitation to Elizabeth
8:00am 40 Day Antoun Sarkis Tannous Gerges from

albadty o hdal) 5,05 aal 1 ¥ feils Y aal)

Ayto skl e Guma Gustle GuSHm skl gl el Az
11:00am 40 Day Nayef Elias Tannous Taouk from . ) ) .
Becharre G e Bsb usiha alll il asaall Gsapl YV ie
5:00pm 40 Day Raymond Frank Malkoun from Clia i€ e (y5Sle clijt Raymond viady asspall (saufl 030 e
Kfarsghab
Lgiad) 80 Cilad ) Al OLOL Maronite Teens Flame - The Grand Christmas Ball

Saturday 21 December 2019 from 6pm-11pm (Doors close at 7pm)
Location: OLOL Hall Cost: $50pp includes dinner, drinks, DJ, photo
booth & special entertainment by the A team
Contact: Joanne Haddad 0451 511 197 | Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
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Fersen - St Barbara Party
Date 7 December 2019 Time 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Entry donation Prize for best dressed
Party includes food and drinks | All children of the parish are welcome

International Faith & Light Fun Day 2019
Sunday 1 December 2019 | Mass at 11am
Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay at St Rafga Church Austral (135 Eighth Avenue, Austral)
Followed by Lucnh, games, face painting, sweets & entertainment - Christmas Theme

Morine
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Hallowed Be Thy Name — Joumana Mdawar & Joseph Khalife e e e Ll
In celebration of the Year of Maronite Spirituality, a religious music concert: “Hallowed be thy Name” performed HALLOWED
by Joumana Mdawar & composed by Joseph Khalife will be held on Friday 6 December 2019 at 8pm at Our Lady BE THY NAME
of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park. This is a free event. All are welcome! 74 l/www‘(?, %M{L\ﬂ C‘”‘“’Fb

Contact the Maronite Chancery on 02 8831 0000
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them,
'®3 Saiid Azizi, Violet Azizi (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahraban Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Youssef Elias, Hanneh Elias, Tanios Elias (F) (G)
‘. "™ Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid George, Izzat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph,
) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Antoine Hakim (1) (J) (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter
Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Chehade Maroun and his son
George Maroun & Family (N) George Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son
Kenny Sassine, Nabih Saad & Family, Elias Saykali (T) Rahib Saad Tannous & Family, Kamel & Ghorra Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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