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Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly
account of the events that have been fulfilled among
us, just as they were handed on to us by those who
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word,
everything carefully from the very first, to write an
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,
so that you may know the truth concerning the
things about which you have been instructed. In the
days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were
ri%hteous before God, living blamelessly according to
all the commandments and regulations of the Lord.
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were getting on in years. Once
when he was serving as priest before God and his
section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according
to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the
time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of
the people was prayinIg outside. Then there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at
the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah
saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed
him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him
John. You will have joy and §Iadness, and many will
rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink;
even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah
he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents
to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom
of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How will |
know that this is so? For | am an old man, and my
wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am
Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good
news. But now, because you did not believe m
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these
things occur.”

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah,
and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he
did come out, he could not speak to them, and they
realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.
He kept motioning to them and remained unable to
speak. When his time of service was ended, he went
to his home. After those days his wife Elizabeth
conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done
for me when he looked favourably on me and took
away the disgrace | have endured among my

people.”
Lk1:1-25

| too decided, after investigating ==

Next Sunday’s Readings
Announcement to Mary
Gal 3:15-22
Lk 1: 16 - 38

| Brothers and sisters, For the promise that he
# would inherit the world did not come to Abraham
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or to his descendants through the law but through

| the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of

the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and
the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but

I where there is no law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents
of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is

" written, “I have made you the father of many

nations”) in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would
become “the father of many nations,” according
to what was said, “So numerous shall your
descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when

“Lay all your cares
about the future
trustingly in

God’s hands,

and let yourself be
guided by
the Lord

just like a little child.”

Saint Edith Stein

he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years
old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being
fully convinced that God was able to do what he
had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake
alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead, who was handed over to death for
our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Rom 4:13-25

Lord God, You have the power to do all things,
and we believe in Your promises to those who
remain righteous. Grant us strength to pursue
in Faith, with Hope to overcome our
weaknesses, and Love above all else. May we
never cease to glorify, praise, and honour Your
Name forever. Amen.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454.
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




&0 we commence the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our
Lord. Unlike the Roman Catholic Lectionary which has the
Advent Season commencing four weeks before Christmas, at
the beginning of December, the Maronite Lectionary
commences its preparation beginning of November. We
have two months to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’
birth. Each Sunday the Reading focuses on the events
leading up to the birth. Today, in our first week we focus on
the Announcement to Zechariah.

When we read today’s Gospel passage and compare it to
next week’s passage about the announcement to Mary, often
one thinks that Zechariah was hard-done by. He asked the
angel a question, just as Mary did, but he was struck mute
while Mary was praised. Why?

It comes down to the manner of the question. Zechariah is
expressing doubt twice — ‘How will | know that this is so?’
and again ‘For | am an old man, and my wife is getting on in
years’ (v18). Whereas Mary is trying to understand the
possibility, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ (v34). The
way we view God and the type of faith we have matters.

Have we spent enough time in silent reflection? If so we
begin to fathom the deep and wonderfully mysterious ways

Qur first Maronite Eparchy Teens Day Out in over 5 years. What a
day it was! St Charbel's, St Rafga’s, St Joseph's and our very own
Our Lady of Lebanon took to a gruelling battle to see who will be
crowned the best Parish.

The day began with Fr Danny Nouh leading a beautiful Divine
Liturgy as always, with his homily taking us back to how a typical
Maronite family, lived a life of prayer and service to each other.

ffter mass, we had a quick morning tea before Bishop
Antoine Charbel Tarabay lead us in a talk and discussion about
Maronite Spirituality. We learnt the various ways in which our
Maronite faith can help us excel and one day reach eternal life in
the Kingdom of God.

Isunch was eaten in anticipation for the main event. Let the games
begin. We battled it out with all parishes and were neck and neck
with our rivals, St Charbel. After such games like Capture the flag
and Human Naughts and Crosses, it was time to announce the
winning Parish of the day. And by 5 points, first place was Our Lady
of Lebanon. The hall was filled with chanting and celebrations. Our
Lady! Our Lady! Our Lady! The Teens had won the trophy.

On behalf of us here at Maronite Flame Teens, we'd like to thank
St Charbel's parish for opening their doors to us and hosting this
special event. And a massive thank you to our very own Teens for
winning. God willing we will be back to defend the title.

Al Stephan

God can act in our lives. That is why Zechariah is struck mute
— he needed the silent time to ponder God, rather than inter-
rupting with his own pattern of thought.

&0 as we commence this Season, let us allow God to speak to
us, rather than telling God what is possible or not. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

@earest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the Sunday and week of the Announcement to Zachariah, we embark on our
journey towards the birth of our Lord. We effectively start this journey in the seasons of
the Annunciation and Visitation. No doubt, the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the “child
of the manger”, is the most joyful season in the life of our Church.

Our journey starts on the light of the Christmas Star, the star of the road, star of the
truth, star of peace, star of joy and star of life. In the season of the Glorious Birth of Our
Lord and its star, we will renew and sanctify ourselves, our hearts and families. With Zacharia and Mary we will listen to the
voice of the Lord announcing to us the good news of a sure salvation (Annunciation). In the season of the Glorious Birth of
Our Lord, we will carry with Mary her son Jesus to those we are living in a state of expectation, hoping for the mercy of
God, like Elizabeth and Zachariah (Visitation and birth). In this glorious season, we will also come closer to the mystery of
God in a faith that dispels fear: “Joseph... do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife to your home...” (Revelation to
Joseph). In the season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord, we will await the one whom all the generations have waited for,
the gift of God to us (Genealogy). And if we know how to wait, we will hear the voice of the Lord saying to us: “Today is
born to you a Saviour...” (Luke 2: 11), “Today salvation has come to this house...” (Luke 19: 9), so we rejoice and sing loud
with the angels: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” (Luke 2: 14).

The angel took to the old reverend priest Zachariah the good news which he had always been dreaming of, and on which
he had been pinning his life and joy; to have a child who would carry his name. The Lord has given each one of us this good
news, especially in the heart of our parish, the parish of Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral. He granted us the grace to
remember that He is always with us — as the name of Zachariah indicates “God remembers” — to remember that He is
present in each person we encounter here. How great is the mystery of this place, “the parish”, which is the meeting
ground for everyone, from dawn to late at night and on the light of the moon, people meet here and remember that God is
always with us.

Because Christmas is joy and peace, and since we are nowadays in such a dire need for real joy and peace in the life of our
faith, as “we have always to remember that God is with us and is the essence of our lives”, the parish clergy and the Parish
Council have chosen together the theme of our journey towards the birth of our Lord in this Maronite liturgical
year: “..as a gentle lamb, silently and peacefully, he now dwells in Mary’s womb.”

Our blessed parish welcomes this week with joy Father Youssef Matta who will be serving it with us. He is no stranger to
the parish as he served it in 2009. May his service be blessed for the glory of God and the good of souls.
Father Tony Sarkis



I I“iiii 1O unday o e Announcement to Zechariah

Pearly beloved,

In our Maronite liturgical calendar, the coming six Sundays will prepare us for the Birth of our Lord,
with each Gospel relaying to us events that took place leading up to Jesus’ birth. This Sunday, we
reflect on the Announcement to Zechariah. The history of salvation comprises, on the one hand, the
initiative of God who seeks the fallen man, and on the other hand the response of man, who is called
to accept and cooperate with the plan of God. To fulfil his plan of salvation, God engages our freedom
but, in no way, does he force us to accept his plan. This truth, in itself, should be a reason for us to re-
joice. God is always inviting us; he has not forgotten us. However, when God’s plan occurs, or crosses
our path, or demands our cooperation, it often seems to inconvenience us or to disturb us. This was
the case of Zechariah, the priest of the temple.

Zechariah was a man who had no descendants. He waited a lifetime to have a child and now he knew he was too old to
have one from his wife. The angel announces to him that his wife Elizabeth is going to have a child but Zechariah doubts
what the angel tells him. Yet we know that he is a good man, the Bible tells us that he is a righteous man, irreproachable in
his piety (Luke 1:6). Zechariah reasons and questions with his human sense: how could that be? There is no doubt that he
loved God, but before the impossible, he is seized by  scepticism. Unlike the faith of Mary who did not question whether
the angel’s proclamation will happen but, rather, how it will happen, Zechariah is filled with doubt and says: it's
Impossible!

The subsequent silence of Zechariah is a sign of the merciful love of God: God forgives him his sceptical reaction and allows
him to repent. The silence makes way for the Word of God to take effect in life, without being distorted by human words.
The silence of Zechariah is in contrast to the voice of John the Baptist, the man who will prepare the world for a profound
transformation in the course of its history. John was to become the voice crying in the wilderness to prepare the way of the
Lord and make straight his paths.

s we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let us not be sceptics who doubt the possible intervention of God in the personal
history of each one of us, but let us believe that God is capable of everything out of his love for us, and be quick to
cooperate with his plan when he asks us to. On this Sunday, we also think of and pray for those in the fire ravaged areas of
New South Wales and Queensland, for the people who lost their lives and for their families. We remember those impacted
by this disaster and we pray for the courageous firefighters and volunteers who protected homes and lives.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Today begins the first Season of the Liturgical Year, known as The Season of the Glorious Liturgical Calendar Cycle
Birth. This Season begins with the Announcement to Zachariah, followed by the
Announcement to Mary, Birth of John the Baptist, Revelation to Joseph, Genealogy of Jesus,
Birth of the Lord and concludes with Finding of Jesus in the Temple. Today’s gospel reflects
how we can sometimes struggle to have faith in God and what he has willed for us.

[n the Maronite Season leading up to Christmas we prepare ourselves for the Birth of our
Lord. It is important to note that the Maronite calendar is different to that of the Roman
Catholic Calendar. While the Roman Catholics prepare for Christmas with a lead up of 4
weeks, Maronite's begin preparing for the birth of our Lord today and the season is 7 weeks
long. There are many differences between the two traditions of these churches. It is
important to understand the richness of our own tradition and teach this to our children.

each gospel moves us through events which occurred leading up to Jesus’ birth. Maronite Mass is rich in that each mass is
different, there are different prayers depending on the season. Simply, by listening in church we are studying the Bible
through not only the Gospel and Epistle readings but also the hymns that we chant. If we pay attention to today’s mass and
mass throughout this week we will notice many hymns about Zachariah’s experience with the Angel Gabriel.

Today’s Psalm reflects the Gospel and teaches us further about it.
To the Priest Zachariah, Gabriel, the angel, came Bringing news of an infant, saying “John will be his name.”

Zachariah was awestruck and his heart could not believe. He was filled with great wonder, Could his barren wife conceive?

The mass often gives us a lesson on typology (the relationship of the Old Testament to the New Testament). Here we learn
how the events we know very well in the New Testament were prophesied in the Old Testament.
Today’s Hymn titled ‘That Most Awesome Mystery’ depicts this. Hear Isaiah’s prophecy: John, the herald of the truth,

The prophesy of Isaiah is as follows, A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. (Isaiah 40:3)

[saiah has prophesied that someone will come before Christ to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’. Today, through the
announcement to Zachariah it is revealed that the prophecy will be fulfilled. | encourage you to listen carefully to the
words of the different hymns throughout this season and any other seasons. There is a lot to learn from the Maronite mass

and we should be grateful for our unique tradition.
Christina Maksisi
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Hallowed Be Thy Name - Joumana Mdawar & Joseph Khalife e ool
In celebration of the Year of Maronite Spirituality, a religious music concert: “Hallowed be thy HALLOWED
Name” performed by Joumana Mdawar & composed by Joseph Khalife will be held on Friday 6 BE THY NAME

December 2019 at 8pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park. This is a free event. All
are welcome! Contact the Maronite Chancery on 02 8831 0000 74 wawt %'F’h’l cw‘}t_
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

2] (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Laguzza Alfio iB}
Milia Bou Raidan, Chahraban Boutros, Elias Bechara, Antoun Bechara, Hanna Boumelhem (C) Antonios Chidiac, Chemel Challita & his wife Rosita (D) (E
Matthew Essey, Gerges Elia & His wife Sayde, Ziad Elias, Maroun & Dibeh & Elias & Ramza & Fadwa EIKhoury (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry
(G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid George, |zzat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha
Jamil Haddad, Jamil Haddad, Anthony Haddad, Jabbour & Hanne Haddad, Amin & Samyia Haddad and their son Assad Jabour Haddad, George Harbieh (1)
Khalil Youssef Issa & his wife Marina (J) Youssef Gerges Jallis & His wife Miryana (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Afife Khoury & Mkhael & Hanneh Khoury and
their grandchildren Bassam & Charbel Khoury, Boutros & Janette Khoury, Youssef Sleiman Khattar, Mary Antoun Kabboura, Youssef & Hanneh & Mary Kab-
boura (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Yvonne Moussa (N) (O) (P) Wadiha Philippe,
Hamid Philippe (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Angelo Raiti (SLYoussef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine, Nabih Saad & Family, Lolis
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