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At that time the festival of the Dedication| i

took place in Jerusalem and Jesus was

walking in the temple. So the Jews said to
in |u
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us &

him, “How long will you keep us

plainly.” Jesus answered, “The works that
| do in my Father’s name testify to me; but

you do not believe, because you do not "

belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my

voice. | know them, and they follow me.

| give them eternal life, and they will never
perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch
it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and |
are one.” The Jews took up stones again to
stone him. Jesus replied, “I have shown you
many good works from the Father.
For which of these are you going to stone
me?” The Jews answered: “It is not for a
good work but for blasphemy, because you
are making yourself God.” Jesus answered:
“If I am not doing the works of my Father,
then do not believe me. But if | do them,
even though you do not believe me, believe
the works, so that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me and
| am in the Father.” Then they tried to arrest
him again, but he escaped from their hands.
He went away again across the Jordan ..”
And many believed in him there.

Jn 10:22-42

Renewal o
B

Brothers and sisters, when Christ came as a

. high priest of the good things that have
| come,

then through the greater and
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation), he entered once for all
into the Holy Place, not with the blood of

.. goats and calves, but with his own blood,

thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if
the blood of goats and bulls, with the

. sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies

Next Sunday’s Readings

Announcement to Zechariah

Rom 4:13-25
Lk1:1-25

those who have been defiled so that their
flesh is purified, how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal

Create in me a

clean heart,
O GOD,

And renew a
steadfast spirit

within me.

Psalm 51:10

Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead
works to worship the living God! For this
reason he is the mediator of a new
covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance,
because a death has occurred that redeems
them from the transgressions under the
first covenant.

Heb 9: 11-15

®H GOD,
€nlighten my mind with truth,
Inflame my heart with love,
€nrich my life with service,
Pardon what | have been,
Sanctify what | am,
Order what I shall be,
And thine shall be the glory and the eternal
salvation through Jesus Christ my Lord...
Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Dann
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Deacon Robert - Pio Al Bayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.

Nouh 0477 008 787.




Renewal
of the Church

Light from the Word

Family Corner
“October Brunch - A Lesson For All”

éeeing is believing, so the saying goes. But is that really
the case? In today’s Gospel, no matter what Jesus does,
there are those who see but refuse to believe.

The Jews are qguestioning Jesus. They want to know
who he really is? Problem is, will they accept the truth?
Jesus responds to them, ‘the works that | do in my
Father’s name testify to me’ (25). Again Jesus challenges
his critics, ‘even though you do not believe me, believe
the works, so that you may know and understand’ (v38).
Jesus has spent his days among the people teaching,
preaching, performing miracles, showing compassion,
healing, forgiving and loving. Yet there remain those
who refuse to accept him. What does it take to open
one’s heart to loving acceptance?

[t gets very frustrating when we are surrounded by
critics, negativity, jealousy and hatred. However, Jesus is
not deterred by them. He simply continues on his way
as we read, ‘He went way again across the Jordan’ (v40).
In another place the response was very different as we
read, ‘And many believed in him there’ (v42).

Po we approach, looking for hope and light? Our
attitude to God and to one another, determines how we
see them. If we approach with an open mind and heart,
willing to witness to the truth, then we will be rewarded
with insight. If we approach, already filled with doubts,
guestions and negativity, we may struggle to see the
truth before our very eyes.

How do we choose to ‘see’ is exactly what we will ‘see.’
So how do you see Jesus? How do you see others?
Amen

Sister Margaret Ghosn MSHF
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Reflection of The Week Discovering God in Silence

<=~ @Qod cannot be found in noise and agitation. His true power and love are revealed in what is
s hardly perceptible, in the gentle breeze that requires stillness and quiet to detect. In silence,
God listens to us. In silence, listen to Him. In silence, God speaks to our souls and the power
' of His word is enough to transform our very being. We cannot speak to God and to the world
~ at the same time. We need the sacred space that silence creates in order to turn our
undivided attention toward God even if it is only for a few precious moments of our day.

Zecently, the Family Committee and Fersen Al-Adra
held its quarterly Brunch. Besides the food, it was a
chance for everyone to mix with other parishioners and
included fun activities for all children.

A#fter a blessing by Fr Yuhanna Azize, everyone quickly
tucked into the brunch. The brunch was accompanied
by a moving presentation by Deacon Robert Albayeh on
his recent mission to help the poor of Lebanon and the
amazing work of Heaven on Earth. Deacon Robert
relayed many memorable stories, however one stood
out amongst the rest and left many people moved and
emotional even after the Deacon had long left. Deacon
Robert spoke about a very poor family they visited with
a young 9yr old boy. Upon his arrival, the Deacon told
the young boy that before he left, he wanted to know
what he could get him. When he came to leave, Deacon
Robert asked the boy for his wish and amazingly, the
young boy, sheepishly and somewhat embarrassed,
asked for only a bible. Despite Deacon Robert’s
insistence on anything else in addition to the bible, he
once again only requested for a bible. The actions of
one very poor young child, reminded all of us present
that the word of our lord is more valuable than
anything on this earth.

Our next brunch and final event for the year will be on
the 8th of December after the 9.30am mass. There will
be a Christmas theme and a surprise guest for the kids.
We look forward to seeing you all there.

We are meant to taste in our hearts and experience in our minds, not only after death but in this life, something of the
power of the Divine Presence and the bliss of heavenly glory.

From this point of departure in faith, silence becomes more than a practice. It is a form of prayer — a prayer of listening,
waiting, and receptivity. It is a prayer that anticipates and expects intimate communion; it believes in the possibility and
holds in high esteem the value of being in relationship with God.

When we truly love, we make every effort to block out all that distracts us, all which can be an obstacle to anticipating and
receiving the one we love.

How deep is my love? How much do | long for the arrival of my heavenly Father? Enough that I’'m willing to wait in silence
so that | may learn the signs of His gentle approach and relish His loving touch? God has given us a very eloquent example
of this attitude in the witness of St. Joseph. Silence for him was not just a matter of mortifying his speech, but by it he made
his own posture of extreme surrender and abandonment to God’s will and expressed it in his daily life.

In silence, we commune with the One Whose first language is silence. And when we have sufficiently learned this language,
we will have facility of speech. We will no longer speak words that distract, create noise, or vanquish good. Our words will
contain in them something of the power of God. They will be words that truly influence others and participate in bringing to
completion their redemption and our own. They will be words of healing, growth and love. And they will be spoken at the
right moment.

Sister Mary Clare - www.integratedcatholiclife.org



Dearly beloved,

receive Christ in our lives, as we prepare for the Birth of our Lord a time when we ':
contemplate the great mystery of the Incarnation.

The author of the letter to the Hebrews calls us to “serve the living God”, with faith in the
saving power of the incarnation, death and resurrection of Christ. God alone can bring §
about a renewal of the spirit of faith in our hearts and in our lives. The Gospel of St John £
calls us, through the words of Jesus, to listen to the voice of Christ and his words. The &
words of Christ are the foundation for any renewal in the Church. The Church invites us to &
become part of this renewal that God started at creation and which does not end until g
the final resurrection.

In the Gospel this Sunday, we read that Jesus was at the Feast of the Dedication of the temple, an annual
Jewish feast to mark the restoration of the temple during the Maccabean revolt after it was desecrated by King
Antiochus who held pagan rituals of worship in it. This is the feast of Hanukkah that the Jewish people celebrate
to this day.

With Jesus, the Feast of the Renewal of the Church becomes the renewal of our faith in God and in the one holy
Church. The Church is not the stone or the temple, but rather the believers in Christ, for whom St Paul writes:
“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? If
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are
that temple” (1 Cor 3:16-17). Renewal begins by listening to the voice of Christ, “my sheep listen to my voice”,
and is fulfilled by following Him.

In this new liturgical year, we will journey once again through all the stages of Jesus' life from his birth to his
death on the cross and his resurrection. Let us be ready to know Jesus, the living person who is always present in
his Church, and among his people, so that we can declare to the world that we have found Christ, and seek to
bring him to all people.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Article of The Week Hearing the voice of God

We open the liturgical year with two Sundays during which we prepare
ourselves for a great celebration. The first Sunday of the liturgical year is the
consecration of the church which took place last week. In the second Sunday of
the liturgical year (this week), we focus on the renewal of the church.

The renewal of the church is a celebration of a new covenant, that is Jesus’
sacrifice for humanity.

(“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup after supper,
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.) Luke 22:19-20

The old covenant was with Abraham, who heard the voice of God telling him that he should sacrifice his only
son. When God saw Abraham’s commitment to the faith, as Abraham had followed God’s command, he was told
to sacrifice an animal instead of his son. This covenant was renewed with Jesus, who came to save us through his
ultimate sacrifice on the cross. Through the birth and death of our Lord, the church is renewed.

“The cup and bread. Great and awesome Sacrifice! Sinners, come receive the flesh and blood of Christ for the
pardon of your sins.” — Entrance Hymn for the Consecration and Renewal of the Church.

How is the renewal of the church relevant to our lives today?

Pluch like how Abraham heard the voice of God and committed himself to the faith, we too must reflect, pray
and meditate, to hear God speaking to us. We are called to reflect on our individual lives this week, renewing our
faith and contemplating the parts of our lives that we would like to change and make better. For example, taking
up daily prayer, helping with the community or examining your conscience in preparation for confession. These
are a few of many suggestions for you to renew your spiritual life.

Just as the old covenant is renewed and a new covenant is formed, we as parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral must strive to renew our faith and spiritual lives. Our goal is to be better Christians, brothers,
sisters, fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, friends and teachers. We do this by examining the current state of our
lives, whether it be at our homes, in the workplace, or out in public, and seeking the voice of God to guide us, as
individuals and as a collective of Christians into a new and positive liturgical year.

Mikhael Maksisi
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS goealy) ciluld
Sunday 10 November: Renewal of the Church dad) waas aaf s U ppdd Y e aaYy
8:00am  One Year Salim Wadih Ishac from Wadi o ) N
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Hanna from Abdel-Akkar (died in Lebanon) P A IOYPR IR PR PRY]
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11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of Lkl 5 ol ol il et 5 Sl ol
families, the youth, the sick and the peace in shld (8 el seds Aunlidd Gl (B udly (ol
Lebanon for the apparitions of the Virgin P A VR« T QLAVVA

Mary at Fatima . o N

Saturday 16 November LS5 Bk aa] ) (355 1Y syl

6:00pm  One Year Tony Rachid Saad from Becharre
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11:00am 40 Day Elias Mtanios Elias from Blouza alad) 2 all 2 gmsall dla)l uai 5 ldsn dasajal) (gmp 0:a s
5:00pm Juliette Bou Nasr widow of the late Alfred
Alam from Abdine
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Hallowed Be Thy Name — Joumana Mdawar & Joseph Khalife e e e Ll
In celebration of the Year of Maronite Spirituality, a religious music concert: “Hallowed be thy Name” performed HALLOWED
by Joumana Mdawar & composed by Joseph Khalife will be held on Friday 6 December 2019 at 8pm at Our Lady BE THY NAME
of Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park. This is a free event. All are welcome! 74 mww‘(‘o %‘ﬁ{_’“ﬂ CMF{_

Contact the Maronite Chancery on 02 8831 0000
. P P P FEATURING JOUMANA MDAWAR
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, Raymond Anjoul (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahraban
Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Mounir El-Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George & Majid George, Sara George, Elias & his wife
- Mariam Gahgah (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Chafika Hawy, Diab Hawy,
Youssef Hady (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their
daughter Malki, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroon, Therese Melhem, Chmouni Massoud (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Esber
Rizk (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) Diby Tansa (U) (V) (W) Hanane Wahibe, Tannous Wadiaa (X) (Y) (2)
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