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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE cO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 13 October 2019
The Gospel

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their
lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went with him into
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, Lord, open to us.” But he replied, ‘Truly |
tell you, | do not know you.” Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.

Mt 25: 1-13

Fifth Sunday After The Glorious Cross

Next Sunday’s Readings

Gal6:1-10
Mt 25:14 - 30

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things
without murmuring and arguing, so that you
may be blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, in which you shine like

stars in the world.

There are more
tears shed over
answered
prayers than
over
unanswered

prayers

Saint Teresa of Avila

It is by your holding fast to the word of life that
| can boast on the day of Christ that | did not
run in vain or labour in vain. But even if | am
being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice
and the offering of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with all of you - and in the same way you
also must be glad and rejoice with me.

Phil 2: 12-18

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Fear and Trembling

picking up on the theme from last week, the Sunday Readings, during the Season of the Cross, focus on being ready for
Christ. This Sunday we have the Parable of the ten bridesmaids. Five were ready, five were not. In Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians, he also urges us to be better prepared.

Iset us focus on one line for today, taken from the First Reading. Paul writes to the Philippians, ‘work out your salvation
with fear and trembling’ (v12). Paul is not saying we need to cower and be constantly afraid, lacking in self-confidence and
dignity. Rather it is about an attitude of realising we are ‘not there yet.’

The five bridesmaids who failed to get to the banquet on time had been over confident, leaving no consideration to other
possibilities. Like many of us today. We have all we want, we can reach heights, we’re over-confident, we’re self-assured.
Anything is possible, anything is achievable, we have the means to do what it takes to get where we want. But is that really
the case?

In the process of living we have forgotten what life is about. We did not come from nowhere and we are only where we are,
through the blessings and grace of God, and those who have been part of our lives. So today’s Reading reminds us we are
not perfect. We are incomplete. We have others whom we should be grateful towards. We need help, guidance and grace.
We are to walk through life working out our ‘salvation with fear and trembling’ (v12), knowing that God gave us life and
God will be with us throughout life. We walk in humility, with gratefulness, blessed and graced. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Article of The Week Year of Maronite Spirituality - St Charbel — Simplicity in today’s chaotic world

To live in the world and not be a part of the world is the aspiration of every saint

and indeed, every Christian. How does one follow this without contradicting Christ? [
We can learn much from our beloved Saint Charbel who embraced a life of
monastic solitude with emphasis on the spiritual and ascetical life of St Maroun. g
Known for his simplicity and desire to discover God’s presence in all things, St
Charbel did not separate the physical and spiritual world; he actually used the
physical world to deepen his faith and spiritual experience with God. It sounds |
easier said than done, living as we do in our chaotic world of the 21st Century. It
may be difficult, but certainly not impossible with God’s help. The saints were able to free themselves from the physical
world by their passion and fervour for prayer, entering into a personal and intimate relationship with God. This is what

each of us is called to do and can do if we sincerely desire Heaven.

Saint Charbel, monk and hermit of the Lebanese Maronite Order, reminds us of the indispensable role of prayer, hidden
virtues and penance to liberate the soul in its ascent to God. Dedicated totally to Christ, he lived, worked and prayed in
silence, performing his priestly ministry and monastic duties with love, just as we should also perform our duties whether in
our workplace, with family, or generally in society. In his life of prayer and labour combined, the Eucharist was the centre of
his life, encouraged by Scripture and the Blessed Mother. Through prayer and penance he offered himself as a sacrifice so

that the world would return to God.

In our own lives, this too can be our offering and even our consolation when we find ourselves struggling with daily crosses,

uniting all with His Passion, for the salvation of souls. Whatever we endure with a heart of compassion, is a pleasing
sacrifice to our loving God who sees all. It’s not impossible to start our day with prayers and Holy Mass,
then continue with our duties which too may serve as a continuous prayer throughout the day. It’s these
little practices, forming into habits, that will help us live simply despite the chaos around us. | like to
remind myself daily of these words from scripture “act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your
God” (Micah 6:8).

Salwa Elias
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Message E Year of Maronite Spirituality - Sth Sunday of the Season of the Holy Cross

Pea rly beloved,

The parable of the Ten Virgins who are waiting for the arrival of the Bridegroom speaks to us of the
return of Christ and turns our minds to our future. The pursuit of wisdom is an essential dimension
of our experience as believers and as a Church. Wisdom is the light of the Holy Spirit who directs our
freedom and our will. It is the voice of God in the consciousness of man. Humanity awaits the
second coming of Christ the Saviour. However, the Lord comes when we are not expecting and in a

way that we cannot foresee. Do we have the wisdom and the reserves of oil, in the example of the
wise virgins, to welcome Christ when He comes?

The conclusion of the parable tells us: "Keep watch therefore because you do not know the day nor the hour” (Mt 25:13).
Every Christian is called to be an attentive watchman, who is ready for the coming of the Bridegroom. It is not just about
understanding that the encounter is unpredictable and that we can die at any time. It is also about understanding that God
always comes into the history of humanity unexpectedly. When Jesus was incarnated, "He came to what was his own, but
his own people did not accept him,” writes St. John (John 1: 11). Likewise, when he comes back at the end of time, will we
be ready to receive him? And, between the time of the Incarnation and his return at the end of time, Jesus comes into our
lives at many moments. Are we careful to perceive his presence?

Our Church, which lives in the hope of the return of Christ, strives to follow the wisdom of the wise virgins who have made
their arrangements to welcome the Bridegroom when he comes at a time we do not know. The clergy of our Eparchy, who
gathered this past week at the Annual Clergy Retreat, also listened to the wisdom and voice God to better understand their
mission in today’s world. We are now spiritually renewed and even more determined to witness to Christ in every aspect of
our lives. Please remember us in your prayers that we may keep watch and remember that we know not the day nor the
hour!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.

For it isin giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.




Parish Camera

Annual Clergy Meeting

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole
month
E media@olol.org.au
P (02) 8898 1536

-

HARRIS PARK

L4

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU
40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 13 October: 5t Sunday after the Glorious Cross

7:00am Rosary Prayers

8:00am Mass for the intentions of families, the youth and
the sick for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima
9:30am 40 Day Michael Richard Saliba from Kfarsghab
11:00am One Year Hala Salim Baissari from Hadchit
widow of the late Barakat Gerges Esber

from Kfarsghab

5:00pm 40 Day Emile Kozhaya Kozah from Deir Al Ahmar

Monday 14 October
10:30am Funeral Juliette Bou Nasr widow of the late Alfred El
Alam from A’abdin

Thursday 17 October
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch and entertainment

Saturday 19 October
6:00pm 40 Day Naziha Antonios Sassine from Wadi
Qannoubine widow of the late Habib Makhouf from Raskifa

Sunday 20 October: 6" Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am One Year Antoinette Fakhr from Bekaakafra wife of
Chahid Hanna from Sir el Dannieh

5:00pm 40 Day Joseph Badih Habkouk from Ban
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Announcements

Free Computer and Business Course at OLOL

Tafe NSW is offering Certificate | in Information, Digital Media and Technology & Certificate | in Business for OLOL Parishioners. This

course is designed for beginners. All ages are welcome except School students). The teacher speaks Lebanese, places are limited.

For registration or information call Layla on 0400 400 405.

Diocesan Notices

The Bishop's Christmas Card Competition 2019
Bishop Tarabay is inviting all Maronite students from year 6 to year 10 to enter the 2019 Christmas Card Competition. Students are invited to draw or
paint a Christmas scene inspired by our Maronite spirituality, depicting the Holy Family at Christmas. The winning entry will be printed onto the
Bishop’s 2019 Christmas Cards with the student’s name, year and school printed on the card.

Opening Date Monday 16 September 2019 Closing Date Friday 25 October 2019 Results Friday 01 November 2019
First Prize $300 cash Second Prize $150 Book Voucher Third Prize $100 Religious Books/Icon Voucher
Contact The Maronite Chancery 02 8831 0000 or bpoffice@maronite.org.au
How To Enter? Address your entry to:

Christmas Card Competition
Maronite Eparchy of Australia PO Box 385 Strathfield NSW 2135

Mar-0-Knight Teens
A Day of Prayer, Games & Activities
Saturday 02 November 2019 From 9.30am to 3.00pm
Saint Charbel’s Parish, Punchbowl

The Spirituality of The Maronite Family - Retreat Day of Married
Coupes
Saturday 09 November 2019 - 9.00am to 4.00pm
At Saint Maroun’s College, Dulwich Hill | Cost $50 per couple
For more information or to register, please contact the
Bishop’s office on 02 8831 0000
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

&

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Jim & Anthony Haddad (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
ot Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood
4 (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2) Ghalia Bou Saide, Saadallah Younan & Rafga Maskini Younan,
Nawal Younan, Fouad Masklnl Rahib & His wife Jawhara Saad, Nabih Saad & family, Youssef & Hanneh & Mary Kabboura, Hanna & Mohsen & Han.
neh Bou Rizk, Maroun & Dibeh & Ramza & Fadwa & John Boumelhem Elias Bechara
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