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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 06 October 2019
The Gospel

Jesus said, “Who then is the faithful and wise
slave, whom his master has put in charge of his
household, to give the other slaves their
allowance of food at the proper time? Blessed is
that slave whom his master will find at work
when he arrives. Truly | tell you, he will put that
one in charge of all his possessions. But if that
wicked slave says to himself, ‘My master is
delayed,” and he begins to beat his fellow
slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, the
master of that slave will come on a day when he
does not expect him and at an hour that he
does not know. He will cut him in pieces and put
him with the hypocrites, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mt 24:45-51

Fourth Sunday After The Glorious Cross & Feast of the Holy Rosary

Next Sunday’s Readings

Phil 2: 12-18
Mt 25: 1-13

The Rosary
Is The
Weapon
For

These Times

Padre Pio

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say,
“There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who are drunk, get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.

1Thess 5: 1-11

Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to have You
present so that | do not forget You. You know how
easily | abandon You. Stay with me, Lord, because |
am weak and | need Your strength, that | may not
fall so often. Stay with me, Lord, for You are my
light, and without You, | am in darkness. Stay with

me, Lord, so that | hear Your voice and follow You.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word To Be Prepared

This Sunday’s Readings focus on the urgency to be always ready and prepared for the coming of God. We do not know
what tomorrow brings but it is best to live today as if it was your last day, a time to prepare for God.

paul writes in his First Letter to the Thessalonians (this is his earliest letter that we have), that we ought to ‘put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation’ (v8). Firstly, it conjures up the idea of being ready for
battle, as we have the terms breastplate and helmet. However, on a deeper level, we are not getting ready to fight with
weapons but rather we are preparing ourselves to fight with virtues.

’Breastplate of faith and love.” The breastplate worn in combat was meant to protect the heart. Here Paul is saying our
hearts are not meant to be shielded from others but rather our hearts are to be exposed with weapons of faith and love. It
is a heart vulnerable to all, ready to love passionately both Christ and others.

“Por a helmet the hope of salvation’ v8. In battle, the helmet was worn to protect the head. In this case, Paul is saying our
mind is to be exposed. We fight our battles not through shielding and protecting ourselves, but through using our minds,

our thoughts, our reason, to communicate words of hope to others.

So, as we prepare ourselves to face Christ and others, let us come carrying the weapons of faith, love and hope. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Article of The Week Year of Maronite Spirituality - Blessed Estephan Nehme: A Lesson for Everyday

It is a great blessing to know that among the mountains and cedars of Lebanon, are the hidden and
unseen warriors of faith, who for centuries have served God and His people in humble, silent obedience.
These are the Saints who measure themselves by the Infinite and are absolutely convinced of their

nothingness before Him — this is the essence of true humility and sanctity.

One such soul, whom | had the great honour to visit and pray before his incorrupt body, is Brother
Estephan Nehme, a professed religious of the Lebanese Maronite Order. He was never ordained into the
priesthood, devoting his time to prayer and caring for the fields and gardens embracing the monasteries and convents
nearby. As well as his carpentry and constructions skills, he was a most charitable monk, committed to the interests of the
Order, helping those in times of need, respecting his duties and his vows with a Christian and monastic spirit filled with
holiness, peace and love. He died 30 August 1938 at the age of 49. his body was discovered to be incorrupt in 1951 and
remains today a source of grace and healing for all who ask for his intercession. Brother Estephan was recognized as

“Blessed” and beatified on the altar of the Lord on 27 June 2010 at the Monastery of Saints Cyprian and Justine in Kfifane.

7 remarkable model of heroic virtue, and renowned for his mantra “God sees me” Blessed Estephan has inspired the
spiritual life of many who seek to serve without acknowledgment or earthly reward, simply for the sake of service alone. He
has personally encouraged my own spiritual journey and perseverance in the consecrated life, for which | am eternally
grateful. In our beautiful Maronite parishes, church grounds, and ‘behind the scenes’ | see many versions of our beloved
Blessed Estephan fulfilling numerous duties that nobody sees or hears about. These generous souls pray unceasingly in
their works and services to God, with silence and humility of heart. Their prayers truly resonate the words of our Qorbono —
may our prayers rise like incense. This, | believe, is the heart of Maronite Spirituality in the monastic charism of prayer and

worship, always at the service of the Gospels.

Through the intercession of Blessed Estephan we pray that each of us may
recognise the unique vocation to which God is calling us, remembering always that
“God sees me”.

Salwa Elias




ear of Maronite Spirituality - 4th Sunday of the Season of the Holy Cross
Pea rly beloved,

The Epistle and Gospel readings for this week, the 4th Sunday of the Season of the Cross, remind us
to always be ready for the Master’s return, the Lord’s call. Jesus says that the wise and faithful
servant imitates the benevolence of his master and distributes food to the household in due time.
He cares about the master's house as his own because he loves his master. The bad servant acts
differently: he takes advantage of the absence of the master to indulge in his own pleasures.
He does not care about the needs of his master's house. His love is selfish and he uses everything
around him for his own interests.

lsike these two servants of the parable, we may find ourselves in similar situations. As adults, this image could best be
compared to when our boss is absent but counts on our sense of responsibility to work efficiently and be productive. With
God, we are always faced with a choice: to serve him or to serve ourselves. Mindful of the words of Blessed Estephan
Nehme, “God sees me”, we are ever aware that God sees everything but loves us infinitely. And it is precisely because he
loves us so much that he respects the freedom he has given us since our creation. He never imposes his will on us or forces
us to behave in a certain way. It is rather an invitation that he offers us, a loving and persistent invitation, to love him freely
in return and to want to be more like him every day.

P ominic Savio, the young adolescent saint, was asked once while he was playing what he would do if he were to die that
day. Without hesitation, he replied, "l will continue to play." He could continue to play because he lived every moment of
his life doing the will of God. He had nothing to change. He did not know when God would call him, but he was ready to
leave as soon as the Lord called, because he had been a good and faithful servant all his life. And indeed, God did call
Dominic Savio to eternal life in his youth. If we were asked the same question today, what would be our answer? What
would we do? Would we look for a priest to confess our sins? Would we go to Mass? Would we reconcile with estranged
family or friends? Or would we quietly continue our life, knowing that it has all been lived in fulfilment of God's will?

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Teens Corner

o S E PR TT T IS
Ask and you shall receive & 3 ) EA

This was the topic of year 9’s final lesson of term 3. We discussed
how we are supposed to know God’s will for our lives. The answer is

through prayer and discernment. This may not necessarily mean we
receive a physical sign, but rather, prayer allows us to grow in
holiness, to become like God, so that we may come to desire what P
God desires for us.

Our discussions were followed by 30 minutes of prayerful silence and reflection inside the church, before beginning the

novena to St Therese of Lisieux together, in the lead up to her feast day.

Other topics we’ve explored this term included Heaven, Hell & Purgatory, science and religion, suffering, and the promises

of the Holy Rosary.

Our Maronite Flame Teen lessons run every Saturday during the school term, from 4-6pm in the Our Lady of Lebanon
youth centre. It is a great opportunity for teenagers to come together and learn more about their faith. Term 4 will begin
on the 19th of October. We wish all our teens and their families a safe and relaxing holiday and we look forward to seeing
you in term 4!

Jessica Khreich



Parish Camera

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy,
hail, our life, our sweetness, and our hope.

To you we cry, the children of Eve;

to you we send up our sighs,

mourning and weeping in this land of exile.

Turn, then, most gracious advocate,

your eyes of mercy toward us;
lead us home at last
and show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus:

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
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Queen of the Most Holy Rosary ... Pray For Us

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

133 Parishioners committed

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,044,618.45 Units $1,354,892.01

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole
month
E media@olol.org.au
P (02) 8898 1536

CROPLEY

\ grand venue
for weddings,
corporate events or

that special occasion.

02 8218 8855

-

HARRIS PARK
-

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AVU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 6 October: 4t Sunday after the Glorious Cross —

oSl Aoy el aaf — cubual) ae an al) aa) : 31 o pn 1 sl

Feast of the Holy Rosary
6:00am Holy Rosary Prayer in Arabic

8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality
followed by a Procession the Church Courtyard

9:30am One Year Samir Khalil Baissari from Hadchit
11:00am Living and departed of Harf Miziara, Miziara, Hmais
and Sakhra for the Feast os Sts Sarkis and Bakhos

3:30pm Holy Rosary Prayer in Arabic and English

5:00pm 40 Day Tony Toufic Iskandar Bazouni from Hadchit

Wednesday 9 October
1:00pm Funeral Joseph Antonios Sassine El Bacha from

Kfarsghab (died in Melbourne)

Thursday 10 October
6:00pm John Atallah Sakr from Debel (died in Lebanon) brother

of Monsignor Emmanuel Sakr, Parish Priest of
St Maroun, Adelaide

Saturday 12 October
6:00pm 40 Day Marina Antonios Saba Chidiac wife of Saba

Sarkis Saba from Blouza

Sunday 13 October: 5th Sunday after the Glorious Cross
7:00am Rosary Prayers

8:00am Mass for the intentions of families, the youth and the sick
for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima

9:30am 40 Day Michael Richard Saliba from Kfarsghab
11:00am One Year Hala Salim Baissari from Hadchit widow of
the late Barakat Gerges Esber from Kfarsghab

5:00pm 40 Day Emile Kozhaya Kozah from Deir Al Ahmar
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Announcements

Family Committee & Fersen Al-Adra Brunch
When 13th October 2019 at 10.30am (after the 9:30am Fersen Mass)
Where CYPC Lvl 1 Rec Room. Family fun and gathering with free food and
drinks and activities for kids. Also come meet with other parish families

and the clergy

Free Computer and Business Course at OLOL
Tafe NSW is offering Certificate | in Information, Digital Media and
Technology & Certificate | in Business for OLOL Parishioners. This course is
designed for beginners. All ages are welcome except School students). The
teacher speaks Lebanese, places are limited.
For registration or information call Layla on 0400 400 405.

Diocesan Notices

The Bishop's Christmas Card Competition 2019
Bishop Tarabay is inviting all Maronite students from year 6 to year 10 to enter the 2019 Christmas Card Competition. Students are invited to draw or
paint a Christmas scene inspired by our Maronite spirituality, depicting the Holy Family at Christmas. The winning entry will be printed onto the
Bishop’s 2019 Christmas Cards with the student’s name, year and school printed on the card.

Opening Date Monday 16 September 2019 Closing Date Friday 25 October 2019 Results Friday 01 November 2019
First Prize $300 cash Second Prize $150 Book Voucher Third Prize $100 Religious Books/Icon Voucher
Contact The Maronite Chancery 02 8831 0000 or bpoffice@maronite.org.au
How To Enter? Address your entry to:

Christmas Card Competition
Maronite Eparchy of Australia PO Box 385 Strathfield NSW 2135

Mar-0-Knight Teens
A Day of Prayer, Games & Activities
Saturday 02 November 2019 From 9.30am to 3.00pm
Saint Charbel’s Parish, Punchbowl
For More Information Please contact your Parish Teens Coordinator
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

&

the deceased

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Jim & Anthony Haddad (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
ot Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood
4 (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)Ibrahim Khoudair & his wife Leila, Mass for all the Priests ,

Khalil Youssef Issa & his wife Marina, Youssef Gerges Jallis & his wife Maryana, Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry & lzzat Gerges, And ali
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