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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 15 September 2019
The Gospel

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came
forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”
And he said to them, “What is it you want me to
do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left,
in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do
not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptised with
the baptism that | am baptised with? ”

They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to
them, “The cup that | drink you will drink; and
with the baptism with which | am baptised, you
will be baptised; but to sit at my right hand or at
my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be
angry with James and John. So Jesus called
them and said to them, “You know that among
the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones
are tyrants over them. But it is not so among
you; but whoever wishes to become great
among you must be your servant and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be slave of
all. For the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life a

ransom for many.”

Mk 10: 35-45
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Next Sunday’s Readings

1Cor 15: 19-34
Mt 24: 1-14

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle
Brothers and sisters,
You then, my child, be strong in the grace that
is in Christ Jesus; and what you have heard from
me through many witnesses entrust to faithful
people who will be able to teach others as well.
Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ
Jesus. No one serving in the army gets
entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim
is to please the enlisting officer.
And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned
without competing according to the rules. It is
the farmer who does the work who ought to
have the first share of the crops. Think over
what | say, for the Lord will give you

The Cross
is the

school

of

Love

St. Maximilian Kolbe

understanding in all things.
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a
descendant of David - that is my gospel, for
which | suffer hardship, even to the point of
being chained like a criminal. But the word of
God is not chained. Therefore | endure
everything for the sake of the elect, so that they
may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory.

2Tim 2: 1-10

Oh, Holy Cross of Jesus, be my true light!
Oh, Holy Cross, fill my soul with good thoughts.
Oh, Holy Cross, ward off from me all things that

are evil. Oh, Holy Cross, ward off from me all
dangers and deathsand give me life

everlasting! Oh, Crucified Jesus of Nazareth,

have mercy on me now and forever. Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr DannmNouh 0477 008 787.

Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nak

oul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Feast of the Cross

In our Maronite Liturgical Calendar, we have entered into the final Season of the Church Year — the Exaltation of the Cross,

which has a seven week period. The cross is the symbol of Christianity. So why is it of such significance?

The cross was the method of Jesus’ death but death did not have the final say, because as we know, Christ was resurrected.
Love conquered death. So the cross, a method of crucifixion, a means of death, a weapon of suffering and torture, a
reminder of injustice and violence, has also become a symbol of hope, light and life. The suffering and violence and death
may be present but eternal life is the ultimate claim on our lives. The cross, two beams of wood that intersect each other,
the horizontal and the vertical, human and divine, co-exist. The cross teaches us not to deny one for the other but through
one another, we attain completeness.

paul writes in his First Letter to the Corinthians, ‘we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles’ v23. For many over the centuries the symbol of a cross has been misunderstood. Yet for believers in Christ and the
Resurrection, the cross is the most powerful of all symbols. It deals out fear, pain and death and yet it can be conquered by
love, forgiveness and hope. It brings together and binds all there is and leads us through it into eternal life. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Article of The Week Year of Maronite Spirituality - Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me!

We have often heard it said, “We all have a cross to carry, so carry it!” Have you ever wondered
where this saying comes from? We read in the Gospel of St. Luke 9:23 “And he said to all, "If any man
would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”

If we begin to take a closer look, the most important word in this saying is the word daily. We don’t
often think about the fact that JESUS Himself issued this command, for us to follow DAILY. Why is this
important? Firstly — this isn’t a choice we are given, the word IF indicates that it's a nonnegotiable,
nowhere in the passage does it read, when your ready take your cross and follow me or after your
studies, working week, day at school then take up your cross and follow me. Our love for God ought to
be eternal, no beginning or end, if we have our eyes fixed ON HIM then we ought to be showing this DAILY in our lives. l.e.
“take up your cross and follow me.”

What does the carrying of the cross look like. In the early church, you would literally be fed to lions, burnt alive or even
stoned to death, for profession your faith in JESUS CHRIST. Some parts of the world — this still applies.

For a Maronite Catholic in Australia, it’s a little different. It’s the attack of the faith by laws that go against what we believe.
It’s not hard to open up the news to see, abortion wanting to be legalised up until BIRTH! Just read that again for a second,
we are a country legislating laws to allow the killing of unborn children — if we speak out — we are labelled haters of
women? If you say there are only 2 genders — you can be reported for hate speech by another employee! Where does that
leave YOU?

‘f{sk yourself, how have you carried your cross to follow Jesus? Carrying your cross isn’t a joy ride — just look at Christ when
He carried His, if you find yourself on a day to day basis without challenges, sufferings or hardships, if it seems too be a
“comfortable” life you live — then when are you carrying your cross DAILY?

Sometimes it means going against the culture, going against the latest fashion
trends of immodesty, which the world tells you is beautiful. Only by turning to
Christ, the true source of happiness, can we embrace our cross and follow Him.

Tony Mattar




aronite Spirituality - Exaltation of the Holy Cross
@early beloved,

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross invites us to enter into one of the paradoxes of the
Christian faith. Indeed, on this feast, we are invited to contemplate the Cross and the death of
Jesus, not as a source of suffering like we do on Good Friday, but as a source of life and a source of
healing for each one of us. This paradox can only be understood through the eyes of faith where
we contemplate the horrors of the Cross to discover the life that comes forth from it.

‘ﬂs we read in 1 Corinthians, “the message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us, who are being saved it is the power of God” (1: 18) How can this tool of death and
shame transform to a source of life and salvation? Jesus humbled himself by dying on the Cross,
conquering death with death. The transformation of death into life takes place through the act of love that moved Jesus as
he endured the passion. The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross then takes a special meaning, it invites us to meditate
on the deep and unbreakable bond that unites the Eucharist and the mystery of the Cross. The Eucharist reminds us daily
that our salvation comes from this mystery: the Son of God united his divinity with our humanity for the life and salvation
of our souls, as we chant in our Maronite hymn.

Jesus says yes to the will of God who asks him to give his life for his brothers and sisters. He does not wish for death, as he
says in the garden of olives but he is obedient to the Father’s will. It is a loving obedience. It is for the love of the Father and
of us that he says yes to the Cross.

Jesus asks us also to respond with a ‘yes’ of love towards his love and towards our own Crosses. Through love, we can
transform the challenges and trials that we experience into opportunities to enter more into union with Christ. God created
us for love, for a communion of love with him. Thus, life can come forth from our crosses today as it came from the cross of
Jesus, who was glorified though death because He chose love amidst the suffering.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Fersen Corner

lsast week our year 3 class learnt about Church leaders and this week we continue learning
about our church organisation in particular “consecrated Life.”

What is a consecrated life?

The word consecrated means set aside for God, consecrated people give their life to God
and follow Jesus as perfectly as they can. They promise to live in virtue of poverty, chastity
and obedience which means to live a simple life by loving God more than money and
earthly things, to be modest and treat everyone as members of their own family, to be
obedient to what the church asks of us and doing God’s will above everything else.

Consecrated life has always been an important part of the Maronite Church, from the days of Saint Maroun. One of our
Maronite Saints, Saint Charbel was a great role model. He shows us how living out the virtues of poverty, chastity and
obedience can lead us to God. He gave his life to God from a very young age and lived in the monastery for 16 years.
However, that was not enough. He felt he could do more for God. So he lived alone as a Hermit far away from society and
distractions in order to love God more completely.

Lset us pray, Lord, through the intercession of Saint Charbel and all the Saints, may we try our very best to live a simple and
humble life pleasing and according to God’s will.

Yours in Christ,
Elsie Maroun



Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

133 Parishioners committed
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MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,044,618.45 Units $1,354,892.01

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole
month
E media@olol.org.au
P (02) 8898 1536

SALES / AUCTIONS / RENTALS ;
Call Buddy 0403 633 911 ' M
Real Estate Agent / \ HARRIS PARK
R=AL R=COGNIS= ]

REALTY

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AV

and venue NSRS B | | G WS
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40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 15 September: 1st Sunday after the Glorious Cross

9:30am One Year Elias Bakhos Hkeik from Blouza
11:00am 40 Day Laudy Youssef Semaan wife of Mehrez
Sarkis Elias from Zgharteghrine

5:00pm One Year Fawzi Tanios Abi Khalil from Jbeil

Tuesday 17 September
11:00am Funeral Wadih Maroun Younan from Wadi

Qannoubine
Friday 20 September
6:00pm 40 Day Hind Wehbe Wehbe widow of the late

Youssef Sajih Wehbe from Blouza

Saturday 21 September
6:00pm 40 Day Antoine Nassif Geadeon from Riyak

Sunday 22 September: 2nd Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am One year Mounir Mouwad from Serhel

5:00pm 40 Day Hanna Jarjoura from Kahf El Malloul
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Announcements

MYO Picnic Day Out
Date Sunday 22nd September 2019
Location Clarkes Point Reserve
meeting at OLOL 8:30am to carpool Cost $15pp
Please book by contacting Mayliz 0433072225

MYO Youth Grand Ball 2019
Date Friday 04th October 2019 at 7PM
Venue The Renaissance Westella - Piano Room 3 New St E,
Lidcombe Cost $90pp
Contact Chloe 0432781179 Patrick 0478752207

Diocesan Notices

Second Rally for Life
The NSW Parliament is about to pass an extreme Abortion Law, allowing abortion until birth. Our Mother Church teaches us to
accept life as a precious gift from God and to defend and promote it. A second Rally for Life is being held on Sunday, 15 September
2019 at 2.30pm in Hyde Park, Sydney. We are called to participate and to be the voice of the voiceless and defend life from conception
until natural death.
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Maronites on Mission International Missionary Trip — January 2020
Maronites on Mission Australia is inviting volunteers for their next missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the
5th to the 19th of January 2020. If you are interested in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Jim & Anthony Haddad (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
(3 An|s Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood
(M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Nabih Nassim Saad & his children, Wahib & Jawhara Saad,
Nassif Gebrael Akkari, Youssef & his wife Hamide Abi Rached
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