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The Gospel Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost & The Birth of Our Lady The Epistle

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that

certain village, where a woman named Martha our coming to you was not in vain, but though
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister we had already suffered and been shamefully

mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and . bp ¥
. ; courage in our God to declare to you the gospel
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was |}

of God in spite of great opposition. For our
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to appeal does not spring from deceit or impure
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my

motives or trickery, but just as we have been
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? approved by God to be entrusted with the
Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord

message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are

please mortals, but to please God who tests our

) ) ) ) hearts. As you know and as God is our witness,
worried and distracted by many things; there is
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the

we never came with words of flattery or with a
better part, which will not be taken away from

Next Sunday’s Readings
The Exaltation of The Cross
1 Cor 1:18-25
Jn 12: 20-32

pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from
mortals, whether from you or from others,
though we might have made demands as
apostles of Christ.

But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to
Through the share with you not only the gospel of God but
also our own selves, because you have become
birth Of very dear to us. You remember our labour and
toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and
Our Lady, day, so that we might not burden any of you
while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.
the nature, You are witnesses, and God also, how pure,
. . upright, and blameless our conduct was toward
lnherltedﬁ'om you believers.

As you know, we dealt with each one of you like

Lk 10: 38-42

ol late C tion, g . . . .
mmac1j| ate Lonception our first parents, PRSI Bt urging and
Through your birth, hope was restored . encouraging you and pleading that you lead a
to humanity. On this commemoration of your IS Changed' life Worthy of GOd, who calls you into his own

kingdom and glory. We also constantly give
thanks to God for this, that when you received
the word of God that you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word but as what it
really is, God’s word, which is also at work in
you believers.

birth, may our hope be restored in this
darkening world so that we may become
beacons of hope, trusting ever more deeply St. Augustine
in the loving and merciful God.

Amen 1Thess 2: 1-13

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




A home for God’s Word

Light from the Word

Martha and Mary welcome Jesus into their home for a meal and for some quality time. But ©
opening the door to Jesus doesn’t necessarily translate to full acceptance. In opening doors i
and welcoming, it also entails listening and giving of one’s time.

Mary chooses to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to what he has to say. Martha is busy doing other
things and unfortunately many of us fall into the trap of believing keeping busy and doing
things is a priority.

Paul had the same issue as he moved from town to town and country to country, spreading
the Good News. In his First Letter to the Thessalonians, Paul describes the lengths he has gone
through to ensure believers were welcoming and hospitable to the Word, ‘we were gentle
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children’ (v7).

So there are 2 perspectives here to consider. Firstly, do we welcome the Word of God into our
lives or are we ‘hard work.” Does the Word of God find a home in us, or do we need to be coaxed and encouraged into
listening with our entire hearts to the Word?

Secondly, as the one witnessing to the truth of God, do we speak it with patience and love? Can we encourage a mature

faith in others and gently lead them into a more committed and deeper faith in God? Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Article of The Week Year of Maronite Spirituality - Theth HoSIy-S_pirit: Utilising the fruits and gifts of
e Spirit

The Catholic Church recognises Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. They are: Wisdom, Knowledge, Counsel,
Fortitude, Understanding, Piety and Fear of the Lord. The Seven Gifts are mentioned in the book of
Isaiah 11:1-2.

The gift of Wisdom allows us to have a deeper understanding of God’s word and teachings, giving us
as Christians a guide to lead a righteous life by allowing us to assess whether the actions that we take
are good.

The Holy Spirit’s gift to us of Knowledge helps us to know God’s purpose in our life. This gift also helps
us embrace the truths of our faith and, guided by the Holy Spirit, we are able to make correct
judgements regarding our earthly life.

The gift of Counsel aids the first two gifts by allowing us to make decision based on our Christian moral code. This gift also
gives us the courage to stand up for our beliefs.

The gift of Fortitude helps us choose the path of doing good and also helps us to avoid evil, even in difficult and dangerous
situations.

The gift of Understanding allows our minds to be open to understanding the scripture. While also allowing us to under-
stand life and the difficulties and challenges that we must face and overcome. An example of this is understanding why
there is suffering in our life.

Piety is having respect for God as our loving Father, also love for God and wanting to please God, an example of this is
making sacrifices during our Lenten season, or any other sacrifices and having loving obedience towards God’s teachings.

Finally, the last of these gifts of the Holy Spirit is fear of the Lord. This gift enables us to realise that we do not want to be
separated from God and therefore, will avoid sin and choose to love and please God.

These gifts of the Holy Spirit are generous gifts from God in which we are invited to utilise in our everyday lives. They give
us the ability to make our own decisions with the wisdom, knowledge, fortitude and
counsel gifted to us by God. Therefore, we are able to determine between good and
evil or right and wrong, aided by the gift of understanding. Moreover, the final two
gifts along with the others allows us to respect and please God by living a good and
righteous earthly life in preparation for the second coming and eternal life.

Mikhael Maksisi




of Maronite Spirituality - 14th Sunday of Pentecost

Dea rly beloved,

As we reflect on the story of Martha and Mary this Sunday, the words of Jesus may surprise

us. As a child, | remember my mother always telling me to thank the hostess whenever we were
invited to a meal, and my mother would also offer to help her. Here, however, we see Jesus
correcting Martha: she is worried and agitated, and forgetting what is essential. But if the hostess
sat down, then who would take care of the preparations?

This gospel reminds us that when we receive God in person, we must give him all our attention.
If we look carefully at the text, we notice that Jesus does not reproach Martha for taking care of
the service, he reproaches her for allowing herself to be so concerned by it, to be worried and
agitated, to the point of forgetting him, Jesus. This is the lesson he gives us: it is God whom we
must seek unceasingly, and we must seek Him to love Him, and to love our neighbour for Him.

Jesus does not want us to be careless or inconsiderate towards the suffering or needs of others. On several occasions in the
Bible, he invites us to serve those who are in need, to give them food, to clothe them, to visit them - because it is to Him
that we do these acts of love and mercy. "Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me," he said to his disciples, and he adds:
“and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me" (Mt 10:40). The duty of hospitality is essential but what
Christ tells us in today’s Gospel is that we must never lose sight of Him.

We have to be both Martha and Mary. Like Martha, we should be ready to act, serve and offer hospitality, and in the
example of Mary, we are called to live this in the light of God. The perfect example of this balance is the Virgin Mary, whose
birth we celebrate this Sunday (8 September). Our Lady was always vigilant to the needs of those around her, such as at the
wedding of Cana, but she also never lost sight of God. She maintained the perfect balance of a contemplative life and a life
of service. May we follow in her example and find a balance of Martha and Mary in our lives.

Child Protection Sunday — 8 September 2019
The Australian Catholic Church’s Child Protection Sunday falls on 8 September 2019, stressing the importance of primary
prevention to reduce child abuse and neglect in Australia. We renew and stress our commitment to foster a culture of
safeguarding and to create safe environments which nurture the innocence of children in our parishes and our Eparchy, in
order for God’s truth, goodness and beauty to reign in our souls and in our Church.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Youth Corner

Dear Friends,

The passing months have been an exciting and fruitful experience for the
MYO. In a spirit of friendship, we hosted our Youth Night Social Initiative
in July, which saw great attendance and memorable encounters!

When August came along, The MYO hosted Our Annual Youth BBQ,
celebrating the Feast of the Assumption of Our Blessed Mother. Like
Every Year, this is a profound expression of love that the Youth have here
at this Parish! Our Deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who
attended!

We have plenty to look forward to! We would like to invite you all to attend our MYO Picnic Day out, on Sunday the 22nd
of September!

In October, The MYO officially invites all Youth aged 18-35yrs to join us for our Annual Grand Ball on Friday the 4th of
October, at the Renaissance in Lidcombe! To book for both the upcoming events, please do see the events section at the
back of Newsletter, which has all relevant contact details.

We are committed to bringing Social, Charitable and Spiritual Events for our Youth Every Month! Please stay on our social
media platforms to keep connected with the MYO.

We ask that you pray for us — that our hearts may receive Gods transforming Love on the Cross, and that it be made visible
in all our events, all our actions and all our words.
Roy-Charbel Farah, MYO Coordinator



Parish Camera

Women’s Faith Formation Retreat on 18th August - titled “Embraced by love”

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

Target 2000 Parishioners
$5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,044,618.45 Units $1,354,892.01

Community Business Network Page

N SALES / AUCTIONS / RENTALS
Call Buddy 0403 633 911

; state Agent q

REAL RZCOGNIS=

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the CROPILEY Nursery | Toddler I Preschool
Community Business Network : . R L R A S
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote [ xungs, ',oo 668 993
your business for the whole AL PR 19 YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AV

.mOnth 02 8218 8855 ot e =3 i 40AliceSt,HarrisParkN5W2150
E media@olol.org.au ~ — Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,

P (02) 8898 1536 ®0 Lower Ground Level




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 8 September: 14" Sunday of Pentecost — The Birth P20 Ui Do — W‘ (303 (0 s alydl dsHI i gl A usYl
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Exaltation of the Cross followed by Spiritual Hymns ) 325,83
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Saturday 14 September: Exaltation of the Cross
6:00pm One Year Sam Wadih Francis Takchi from Blouza

Sunday 15 September: 1st Sunday of the Glorious Cross
9:30am One Year Elias Bakhos Hkeik from Blouza

11:00am 40 Day Laudy Youssef Semaan wife of Mehrez
Sarkis Elias from Zgharteghrine

5:00pm One Year Fawzi Tanios Abi Khalil from Jbeil

Announcements

Take my hand, not my life... It’s time to be the voice for the voiceless!
The NSW Parliament will soon be voting on the extreme Abortion bill. Join us for an evening of prayer against the evils of
abortion and to pray for the safeguarding, respect and dignity of human life.
Date: Thursday 12 September 2019 | Mass: 6pm | Rosary: 7pm | Adoration: 8pm

MYO Picnic Day Out MYO Youth Grand Ball 2019
Date Sunday 22nd September 2019 Date Friday 04th October 2019 at 7PM
Location Clarkes Point Reserve Venue The Renaissance Westella - Piano Room 3 New St E,
meeting at OLOL 8:30am to carpool Cost $15pp Lidcombe Cost $90pp
Please book by contacting Mayliz 0433072225 Contact Chloe 0432781179 Patrick 0478752207

Diocesan Notices

Second Rally for Life
The NSW Parliament is about to pass an extreme Abortion Law, allowing abortion until birth. Our Mother Church teaches us to
accept life as a precious gift from God and to defend and promote it. A second Rally for Life is being held on Sunday, 15 September 2019
at 2.30pm in Hyde Park, Sydney. We are called to participate and to be the voice of the voiceless and defend life from conception
until natural death.
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Maronites on Mission International Missionary Trip — January 2020
Maronites on Mission Australia is inviting volunteers for their next missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the
5th to the 19th of January 2020. If you are interested in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful dNE)arted All souls in Pul\ﬁatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Jim & Anthony Haddad (E
Matthew Essey (IR Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, lzat Gerges (H
Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad 1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood
(M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O?(P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Ra mond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) ( & (W) (X) (Y) L) Jabbour Hanna Semaan, Lichaa Youssef Malkoun, George
Kanaan, Abboud Salemeh Bechara, Hanna Assaf, Youssef Lichaa Malkoun, Tannous Abboud & his wife Lulu & brother Maroun, & Parents, Mkhael
Badoui Khouri & his wife Hanneh & sister Afifeh, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Jlmmy Haddad, Isaac Joseph, Maurice Joseph, Trevor Joseph Tony Joseph,
Anice Joseph, Anice, Maurice & Zac Haddad, Rita Cini, Jane Cini, Gaith, Steven Saroo, Youssef Habib Daher Taouk & Family, Karim Tannous
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