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The Gospel The Transfiguration of Our Lord & Tenth Sunday of Pentecost The Epistle

And Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, there Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters
on stone tablets, came in glory so that the
people of Israel could not gaze at Moses’ face
because of the glory of his face, a glory now set
aside, how much more will the ministry of the
Spirit come in glory? For if there was glory in
the ministry of condemnation, much more does
the ministry of justification abound in glory!
Indeed, what once had glory has lost its
glory because of the greater glory; for if what
was set aside came through glory, much more

are some standing here who will not taste death
until they see that the kingdom of God has
come with power.” Six days later, Jesus took
with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one

on earth could bleach them. And there Next Sunday’s Readings

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were | Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost | has the permanent come in glory! Since, then,

. . . Eph 2: 17-22 we have such a hope, we act with great
talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, Lk 19: 1-10 boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over
his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing
at the end of the glory that was being set aside.
But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this
N AL ST PR S8 very day, when they hear the reading of the old
say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud S .

. covenant, that same veil is still there, since only
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there PUEA Ul in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; Mary, by all whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their
minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil
is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
earth, and in where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

Prayer heaven, let them 2 Cor 3:7-17

honour your

“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make

three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, From now on. let
)

and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to

. H I” -
listen to him! generations on

Mk9:1-7

On the day of remembrance of the pure virgin
Mary, all creation rejoices, and sings hymns of story
glory and praise to the Son who shone from her
womb, and freed Adam and his children. And
so the Holy Nation rejoices, and her children
rejoice within her. Glory to the One who came
and freed us from the bondage to sin.

i
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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Beth Gazo Maronite

~

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.
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The Gospel

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has
looked with favour on the lowliness of his
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name. His |§
him from
He has
strength with his arm; he has scattered the

mercy is for those who fear

generation to generation. shown
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good
things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to
his descendants forever.”

Lk 1: 46-55

Live in the Spirit

So how do we know if someone is really a person of God and not
some deceiver? Jesus faced that challenge in today’s Gospel. He

answers that you’ll know by the Spirit of my deeds.

In Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, he picks up on this theme,
writing, ‘no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be
cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy
Spirit’ (v3). To put it in a nutshell — if you live in God’s Spirit, your

actions will reflect this.

The Epistle

Brothers and Sisters, let love be genuine; hate
what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints,
extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those whorejoice, weep with those
who weep.

Rom 12:9-15

Come in peace, O pure Mother, you gave birth to God the Word
and carried the heavenly King in your womb!

Come in peace, O Temple of the Holy Spirit, you are the
dwelling place of God the Most High!

Come in peace, O Spiritual Ladder seen by Jacob; through you we
climb to the heights above the power the power of suffering and
death!

We often question our Christian existence. What should we do? Am | living the way God wants me to? Why am |
always falling into sin and temptation? Our answer to all our questions is simple — allow God to be with you. God
is ever-present to us in Spirit. God is here and now, with us and within us. Our task is to be open to God’s
presence. So rest in the knowledge God is with you. Raise your thoughts and hearts to God. Speak to God in pray-
er. As the Psalmist teaches, ‘Be still, and know that | am God’ (Ps 46:10).

By walking daily in the presence and knowledge of the Holy One, we become more at ease with what to say and
do because the Spirit of God speaks through us. Others will know we are people of God because we walk more
gently and we communicate more lovingly. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF



The Servant’s Word Mary, fragrant rose, pray for us that we may be the sweet fragrance of Christ

b 4 4
The mystery of the assumption of Mary is engraved in the resurrection of Christ from the

- -
dead since Jesus entered, once and forever, with His full humanity which He took from His Y, (
‘

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We are celebrating the Feast of Mary’s Assumption in body and soul into heaven. The Church
has been celebrating this event since Pope Pius Xll declared it a doctrine of the faith in 1950.

mother, eternal life. Mary is the mother who faithfully followed the Son all her life. She e
followed Him with all her heart and will so she entered, through His grace, eternal life with b Y
Him, with all her being. She entered with Him the Heavenly Father’s house where there are - \

many dwellings.

Mary’s hymn of praise, the hymn of glorification which is the Gospel of the Feast, has become the hymn of the Church all
over the world. It is the hymn of the people of God as they journey into the history of salvation. It is the hymn of hope, a
gift from God that drives us forward while lifting up our eyes towards heaven, our true and primary home.

From this faith, the faith of the resurrection, hope and sending, and through the presence of Mary in our homes, churches
and every events and details of our lives — as she was present at the wedding of Cana to direct us towards her Son and Lord
Jesus Christ asking us publicly to do whatever He would ask us to — we have taken the theme for our celebrations of this
blessed feast: “Mary, fragrant rose, pray for us that we may be the sweet fragrance of Christ.” We have taken this theme so
we can always be like her, not only in the feast but also all our lives, the sweet smell of the Lord, carrying His fragrance, the
scent of His kingdom, the perfume of His love and the aroma of His mercy to every human.

Why is she a fragrant rose? Because she is for us all, Our Mother, Our Lady, the pride of our kind, the Queen standing at
the right of the King, the ever Virgin, pure and full of grace, the powerful, helpful and merciful mother, the Mother of Light,
the Mother of Mercy and Salvation, the Mother of God, Our Mother.

On behalf of His excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay and all the priests, deacon, subdeacons, staff of the
Co-Cathedral of Our Lady of Lebanon, | would like to thank all the sponsors of the 2019 Feast, and all the members of the
committees in the parish, along with all the volunteers, for their toil and efforts. Like Mary, they have accepted the call of
the Lord saying: “Here | am, the servant of the Lord.” May the Lord God reward you all with the graces of heaven and the
goods of the earth. | wish you all and | wish our youth and families a blessed and happy feast. May God bless you all.

Father Tony Sarkis

Come Alive Corner

P.A.l.D is an acronym we put together for the Four Dogmas of Our Lady. We began the even-
ing with a museum type display of all the different artworks relating to our blessed mother. The
teens had the pleasure of viewing the artworks with the information below while galivanting the
St Charbel’s Room in the youth center with mocktails (mainly comprised of the Schweppes
range in plastic wine glasses) and a waitress to suit.

Eventually our teens formed groups and broke out to each station in the room to learn about
the four dogmas of our lady from our wonderful museum tour hosts. AJ was up first with the
Perpetual Virginity, explaining the importance and depth behind this dogma. Joey was next with
the Assumption of Mary, in that she never experienced death. Rather, a type of sleep the church
calls the “dormition”. Tony then immaculately explained the significance and importance of the
immaculate conception. | mean, if you were God why wouldn’t you want the perfect mother, right?

Finally, Sid took the teens on a biblical journey from Eve to the New Eve explaining the divine motherhood of Mary. Once
the teens had finished their tour they were given the opportunity to consecrate themselves to our blessed mother through
the miraculous medal. It is these simple steps and devotion that in still strong foundations in our communities and
thankfully we have a committed bunch for the Lords work.

Sayed Mokdessi



Viaronite Spirituality - The Blessed Virgin Mary in The Maronite Tradition 1l

Throughout the two translated poems, the writer clearly and devoutly portrays the important role that the Virgin
Mary plays in the history of salvation. The repetition of the sentence, blessed are you Mary, affirms this and proves
the high status that Mary holds within the Maronite Church and her people. In the Maronite Liturgy, known as
Qurbono, this high status is conveyed in the anaphora prayers in which our Lady is mentioned in the intercessions.
It is the point in the Mass when we ask God to remember all those who have pleased him, especially Mary the Holy
Mother of God and to assist us through her prayers.

Mary who is ever virgin, carried the Creator of Heaven and Earth with humility and complete surrender to the will
of God. We know that God revealed himself through Jesus Christ whose nature was debated throughout the history
of the Church. Is He fully divine? Is he fully human? Or both? The two translated texts from Beth Gazo answer these
questions. Jesus, fully Divine, was sent by the Father to restore Adam and his children. The manner in which Jesus
enters the world is in human flesh, through the womb of the Virgin Mary. In the early days of Christianity, when many argued that Jesus
was only a hologram, Christs’ reality was drawn from his mother, Mary. To dispel such heresy, Syriac Christians astonishingly stated:
There is no greater proof of the reality of Christ than the fact that he had a mother. If anyone should doubt the reality of his or her own
existence, the fact that they had a mother would instantly dispel the doubt! This is further proof of the reality of Christ and can be
clearly seen in the translated poems above.

The emphasis on the Virginity of Mary is also apparent in the two poems. Her virginity is also mentioned in the Maronite Liturgy. In the
Hoosoye of the Sunday of the Announcement to Mary, we read:

Glory to you, Exalted one, for you chose to live among us. You are the power who dwelt in the pure Virgin Mary and appeared from
her as God incarnate.

It is therefore, clearly noticeable that the virginity of Mary is a strong point of focus for the Maronites. In the Beth Gazo poems, this
sentence of the hoosoyo, is mentioned repeatedly but through differing words. For example: one who gave birth in her virginity. In
addition, in the Creed we profess that Our Lord became incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man. Not only is the virginity of Mary
important to the Maronites but also her being the Mother of God. They cannot be separated because whenever Mary’s virginity is
mentioned, then she is called the Mother of God (Theotokos) afterwards.

Another proof of Mary’s virginity and her divine motherhood can be found in the pre-anaphora prayers and hymns of Maronite Liturgy.
The first of these comes before the prayer over the offerings and is traditional sung as the gifts of bread and wine are transferred to the
Altar:

From the Father | was sent as Word without flesh to give new life.
Of the Virgin Mary | was born, taking flesh as man;
as good earth receives her seed her womb received me.

Mary is the greatest human being who walked the earth. In other words, she is honoured above all creation, both heavenly and earthly.
This is clearly visible in the paintings of the Annunciation where the angel Gabriel is depicted bowing down to her. Mary also rightfully
holds the title of Queen of Heaven and Earth highlighting her status amongst creation. This is further supported in the Maronite Liturgy
of the Assumption of Our Lady. The Anaphora of the Twelve Apostles relates back to the disciples and the dormition of the Mother of
God. The Apostles gathered and each said a prayer out loud. What is noteworthy in the Maronite version of the anaphora is the
mention of the occasion for which the Apostles had gathered, namely, to mourn the Virgin Mary. This is further supported by the Qolo
hymn on the Feast of the Assumption where Maronites chant:

In the Maronite tradition it is said: The apostles heard a call
To return, from East and West,
To the Virgin Mary’s side,
For she was about to leave this earthly world.

The remembrance of Mary and honouring her are also echoed in the translated poems found in Beth Gazo. The sentence on this day of
your remembrance, is significant as it highlights the rightful duty of creation in honouring the Blessed Virgin, an action that Maronites
do very well. What is strikingly noticeable is that in the Maronite Liturgy, there are only two major feasts of Our Lady: The Feast of
Annunciation and the Feast of the Assumption.

The Assumption, however, was not the only occasion in which the apostles gathered around Mary; it was in her presence that the
Church was first formed in the Upper Room on Pentecost, hence, Mary received the title ‘Mother of the Church’. And furthermore, at
the Wedding of Cana and the beginning of Christs’ public ministry. (John 1: 2-10)

In conclusion, one can unmistakably see the high regard and honour that Mary holds within the Maronite Church. She is not only the
Mother of God, but through St John the Beloved and the words of Christ on the Cross, Son behold your mother, Mary also becomes
Mother of all humanity. Mary’s role in God’s plan of salvation, her virginity and her ranking amongst creation is something that
Maronites hold dear to their heart and rightfully honour and remember her.

Angelo Hedwan

References : Introduction to the Maronite Faith by Fr Yuhanna Azize and Many Academic Arti-
cles

(Hymns Translated from Arabic to English - The Beth Gazo Maronite )




Message from Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Year of Maronite Spirituality - 10th Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of the Transfiguration

Dearly beloved,

On this 10th Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, our Maronite Church reflects on the
Gospel of the Feast of the Transfiguration (feast transferred from 6th August). Christ
appears in all his glory to Peter, James and John, his apostles, on Mount Tabor.

"And he transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white." (Mark 9:3)
Through the veil of his humanity, the Son of God, "Light from Light", revealed himself.
And this was confirmed by a mysterious voice from on high: "This is my beloved Son with
whom | am well pleased. Listen to him" (Mt 17: 5). Here we have a true epiphany: the
manifestation of God's Son to the world (St John Paul Il, Angelus on 6 August 2000).

Forty days before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, we celebrate the Transfiguration of the Lord. This feast has
been celebrated in the East from the end of the fifth century and, in Arabic, we refer to it as the Feast of the
Lord. The Transfiguration celebrates the vision of the Glory of Christ that Peter, John and James had. The same
disciples were to witness His painful agony in the Garden of Olives. The Lord wanted to strengthen their hearts at
the prospect of the sufferings that awaited him.

Jesus reveals the glory that awaits him and awaits those who believe in him. The Kingdom of God is a kingdom of
glory after suffering, pain and death, a kingdom of love amid hatred, a kingdom of purity and whiteness amid the
darkness. It is the kingdom of peace that the world cannot give. The Kingdom of God is life with him. Do we seek
to be with him during our lives here on earth, in anticipation of our eternal life with him? Do we devote our lives
to the Lord, striving to build heaven on earth?

O Lord Jesus, the Father spoke and proclaimed you as his Son. Two of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament
spoke to you and revealed your greatness. The Holy Spirit overshadowed you, and declared your glory. Today,
with your chosen disciples, we bear witness to your divinity, and rejoice in your Transfiguration. We thank you
for the blessings you give us every day of our lives.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Blessings are yours, O Mary, because prophets depicted you !
in their secrets; And through parables and signs and
examples the portrayed you: Gedeon portrayed you by the
fleece, And Ezekiel by the closed door;

From now on, let all blessings be given to you by all
generations on earth, and in heaven, let them honour your
story, because He who created them, dwelt in your womb.
The earth gives you blessings, because you carried Her
master and redeemer. And heaven gives you blessings,
because He who dwelt in it, dwelt in you. Let Adam bless
you, because he returned to Eden through you. And let Eve
bless you, more than all else, because in you, her curse was
expelled.

Beth Gazo Maronite
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~ Marian Procession

MarnitCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

Target 2000 Parishioners
$5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,044, 618.45 Units $1,354, 892.01

Event Sponsors

A Big THANK YOU to our Feast Week Supporters & Donors...

Anonymous - Acropolis - Active Forklift
Antoun’s Construction - Bridge Discount Furniture - Buddy’s Workshop - Celebrating
Events & Entertainment - El Sweetie - Five Star Scaffolding - Gleam - Harkola - In Style
Temporary Fence & Hire - Karima Catering Services - L & H Raffoul Provider
Monjay Mezza - Paul Lahoud Funeral Services - Sahra By The River - Sound Agents - Snow
Cone To Go - SweetLand - Tayta’s Lebanese Catering - TDP Petroleum Transport
The Rustic Rabbit

Our Raffle Donors
Danzaco Passion - El Bazouni Contractors - Enviro Waste Services Group - Snapix Studios

A Big WELL DONE to our TEAM of Feast Week VOLUNTEERS
To The Feast Week Coordinating Team & to the wonderful team
of Ladies, Men, Youth & Staff for their hard work preparing
the Liturgies, Events, Food, Sweets, Drinks, Logistics,
Volunteers & Traffic Controllers.



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS ‘

w e

Sunday 11 August: 10" Sunday of Pentecost

10.30 am to 3.00 pm FERSEN, FAITH & LIGHT & FAMILY FUN
DAY Entry for children is $20 including all Rides, or $5 per ride.
Free Sausage sizzle.

11:00am Sultana Naim Khattar from Hadchit

5:00pm One Year Atif Youssef Habib from Tannourine
Monday 12 August

10:30 Funeral Antoine Nassif Geadeon from Reyak

6:00 Mass celebrating the 30th anniversary of fersen el Adra at
Our Lady Of Lebanon Co-Cathedral Parish, followed by a
cocktail.

Tuesday 13 August

11:00am Rosary & Mass for Our Lady of Fatima organised_by
the Sodality of the Immaculate Conception.

6.00pm HEAVEN ON EARTH Mass

7.30pm HEAVEN ON EARTH JOURNEY TALK

Wednesday 14 August: Eve of the Feast of the Assumption
(The Cathedral is open till midnight)

7.00 am, 9.00 am, 5.30 pm Masses

7.00pm English Mass, followed by an English talk:
“Our Heartbeats call out Ya Adra: “Mary In the heart of the
Maronite Church” By Father Danny Nouh.

Thursday 15 August: Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary
7.00am, 8.45 am, 11.00 am Masses
7.00pm Solemn celebrated by His Excellency

Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed by Hrissi and Live
Entertainment

Friday 16 August

6:00pm Youmna Gerges Daaboul from Diman widow of the
late Youssef Elias Ghosn from Tripoli Died in Lebanon

Saturday 17 August:

6:00pm 40 Day mass Assaad Jabbour Haddad from Kfarsghab
Sunday 18 August:

9:30am 40 Day George Antoun Safadi from Yafa — Palestine
11:00am 40 Day Naiim Elias Abou Hamad from Saghbine
3:00pm All Living and Departed of Zgharta for the Feast of
Saydet Zgharta

5:00pm All Living and Departed of Miziara for the feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

7:00pm One year Pierre Dahdah from Zgharta
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Announcements

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST!
An exciting opportunity has become available for an experienced
Café Manager to oversee our Five Loaves Café.
Hospitality, managerial and business experience is essential.
Immediate start available for the right candidate.
Please send your expression to info@olol.org.au

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST! - Café Manager

OLOL Youth Grand Ball

When Friday 04th October 2019 Venue The Renaissance
Piano Room 3 New St E, Lidcombe Cost $90pp

Contact Chloe 0432781179 Patrick 0478752207
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F)
Ilbrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad,
Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of
the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R)
Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his
son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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