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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 23 June 2019

The Gospel

Jesus said to his disciples, “They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who
love me; and those who love me will be loved
by my Father, and | will love them and reveal
myself to them.” Judas (not Iscariot) said to him,
“Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to
us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him,
“Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them
and make our home with them. Whoever does
not love me does not keep my words; and the

Third Sunday of Pentecost

When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did
not come proclaiming the mystery of God to
you in lofty words or wisdom. For | decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ,
and him crucified. And | came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling.
My speech and my proclamation were not with
plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so
that your faith might rest not on human
wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among
the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is
not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this

word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Next Week's Readines !
Father who sent me. “I have said these things to & age,'whc_J are doomed to perish. But we speak
you while | am still with you. But the Advocate, Saturday God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my Feast of St Peter & Paul decreed before the ages for our glory. None of
" ’ h hi g ind 2Cor 11: 21-30 the rulers of this age understood this; for if they
name,f V\ill I:ea(l: hyou ey(;eryt Ing, ;n rlelmln Mt 16: 13-20 had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
you o a. that | have sal to you. Peace leave 4th Sunday of Pentecost glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has
with you; my peace | give to you. I donotgive to| g . o o o e Apostles | Ss€en, nor ear heard, nor the human heart con-
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be Rom 10: 12-21 ceived, what God has prepared for those who
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. Mt 9: 36-38 love him” — these things God has revealed to

Jn 14: 21-27

Month of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Jesus, meek and
humble of heart, touch
our hearts and make
them like your own

Do you
want to

know yourself

Heavenly Father,
We love You with all our heart and gratefully
welcome the precious gift of the Holy Spirit into our
lives. Grant us the wisdom to recognise His voice
when He whispers God’s secrets to our hearts.
May His peace calm us in every circumstance and
give us the courage and strength we need for every
challenge we face in the world.

We ask this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen

better?

Then discover

silence!

Pope Benedict XVI

us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God.
1 Cor 2:1-10

Directives for the reception of
Holy Communion

In obedience to the teachings of our Maronite
Catholic Church and in accordance with the liturgical
directives issued in 2019, the communion of the
Blessed Eucharist is to be undertaken under the two
species of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The faithful approach the priest for
communion, bowing their heads reverently, signing
themselves with the sign of the cross, receiving
communion in their mouth and not on their hands.
The priest will say “the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ...” and the faithful will reply “Amen”.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word

In this Season of Pentecost our Sunday Reading taken from
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, is about roles and
responsibilities.

Paul commences the Letter with the words, ‘called to be an
apostle’ (v1). He further writes, ‘called to be saints’ (v2) and
finally he writes in v9, ‘you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Can you guess what is the
theme here ... Called!

@od has a purpose for each one of us. We are called and this
theme is found throughout the Bible.

In Isaiah 43:1 we read, ‘l have called you by name. You are
mine.” Your birth had a purpose. Your name has meaning.

Senior’s Committee

The blessings and mercy of the Sacred heart of Jesus, our Lord and
God in this Holy season of Pentecost. May the Holy Spirit be with
us in this blessed season dear brothers and sisters.

The Senior's Committee has been gathering with our precious
seniors every second Thursday, enjoying their company and their
stories and life experiences. We prayed the Holy Rosary together
had lunch with entertainment whilst celebrating Birthdays and
anniversaries.

It's great to see our seniors relaxed and happy, we look forward
to our ongoing gatherings.

Your presence is important. You were chosen and called, Sonia Abi-Rached
named and blessed. You belong to God, are a child of God

with a destiny.

Ues in the mundane ho-hum of life, you may doubt or
guestion your worth or significance in life. Yet if you
carefully you may notice that every moment is pulsating
with God’s holy presence. See life as an invitation to open up
in love and wonder. Hear, see, taste, feel and smell the life
around you and awaken to your possibilities.

Jesus said he came to give us life abundantly. Paul writes
about our calling. Our lives can be a wonderful journey of
falling in love with God. We are called to become Christlike
to others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On the third Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Pentecost, the Church calls us to reflect on our relationship
with Jesus which is manifested through our love for Him and keeping His commandments. Here the
importance of the work of the Spirit whom the Father will send in the name of Jesus becomes evident. It is
the Spirit who will be supporting the faithful in their journey of faith, a journey that strongly connects them
to Jesus and enables them to discover the nature of the relationship between the Father and the Son.

In his Gospel this Sunday, John the Apostle reveals to us that we are able to see the Father. Jesus Himself told

this truth to His disciples, assuring them that He would manifest Himself to them when they enter into a relationship of love with Him
and live His word. Jesus was telling His disciples about these things in a farewell speech, so to speak, towards the end of His mission on
earth, just before His return to the Father. In this speech, the Lord assured His disciples and asked them not to let their hearts be
troubled and not to be afraid, because the Holy Spirit would teach them everything and would remind them of everything He had said
to them.

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Saint Paul calls us to be open to the work of the Holy Spirit as He reveals to us the mystery of the
wisdom of God which is hidden from the wise of this world and its masters. The Spirit reveals to us the mystery of the wisdom of God
for our own glory as the Spirit explores the depths of everything, even the depths of God.

This is the Holy Spirit who transformed the disciples from a group of scared and stray cowards into apostles roaming the whole world,
carrying the Good News fearlessly with hearts full of hope.

How about us today? Do we allow the Holy Spirit to work in us? Do we listen to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit so we can recognise
the wisdom of God and carry it to the world in our words, deeds and thoughts?

O Holy Spirit, the Spirit of light and love, the Spirit of the Eternal God, fill our hearts with the love of God and neighbour so we can be
witnesses to your graces, to you be glory forever.

lsast Wednesday, the Maronite Church rejoiced in the Holy Spirit after the Cardinals declared Patriarch Elias Howayek venerable, a
stepping stone towards declaring his sainthood. Howayek, who is known as the Patriarch of Great Lebanon, joins the convoy of
Maronite saints. He is the patron of family and the nation. He is the one who said “my denomination is Lebanon.” We congratulate the
Maronite Church and the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family whose Order was founded by the Venerable Patriarch. Congratulations to
the Mother General, her Council and our sisters the nuns here and in Lebanon. We pray to the Lord to grant through the Venerable
Patriarch Howayek the graces of healing and miracles to confirm his sainthood.

This coming Friday is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will be celebrating the Feast with a mass at 6.00 pm, followed by
procession.

O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our heart like yours.
Father Tony Sarkis



Pearly beloved,

“Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make
our home with them.” (Jn 14:23) On this third Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we reflect on verses
from the Gospel of St John, where Jesus tells us that we become the dwelling of God if we keep his word
and abide by it. This is made possible by the work of the Holy Spirit, who helps us understand the truth
that Jesus Christ proclaimed to the world.

John the Evangelist mentions the word “love” seven times throughout the seven verses of this text of the
Holy Bible. It is no accident, of course, that Jesus focuses on love. The whole Bible is a message of love. The
Holy Spirit teaches us to love because God is Love.

In practicing love, we are to keep the teachings of the Lord, who explains it in its vertical and horizontal
dimensions:

° The vertical dimension with God: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

° The horizontal dimension with our brothers and sisters in humanity: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”

That is how Jesus summarised all the teachings of the prophets with one command centred on "love". Jesus refers here to all kinds of
love: the parental love for children, for our brothers and sisters, for friends and mates, for neighbours and colleagues, for relatives and
acquaintances, even the love for our enemies.

In his mysterious plan of salvation, God created man and woman in a social dimension, to live in a community with others who are
different from them, and to build together a human family that reflects the communion and love between the Holy Trinity. God desires
to dwell in us and to make each and every one of us make a positive contribution towards building a better society and a better
humanity. Our Christian calling is to respond to God’s immense love to us with love, to accept his word and keep it, that He may come
and make his home with us and in us. Where God dwells, there is the peace and love of Christ.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Year of Maronite Spirituality - Saint Rafqa - Part I of 2

1- Rafqa in Himlaya (Lebanon) (1832-1859)

St. Rafga was born in Himlaya, one of the villages of northern Metn, on June 29, 1832. She was the only child to her
parents Mourad Saber el-Chobok el-Rayess and Rafqa Gemayel. On July 7, 1832, she was baptized and christened
Boutroussieh. Her parents taught her the love of God and daily prayer. In 1839, when she was 7 years old, Rafqga
lost her mother whom she dearly loved. Her father went through poverty, so he sent her to Damascus in 1843 to
serve for four years at Assad Badawi's who was of Lebanese origin. Rafga came back home in 1847, to find that her
father had married another woman named Kafa. Rafga was beautiful, pleasant, humorous, pure and tender with a
serene voice. Her aunt wanted her to marry her son, while her stepmother wanted her to marry her brother, and
the conflict emerged. Rafqa felt bad about this and chose to enter the monastic life.

2- Rafqa in the Congregation of St. Mary (1859-1871)

Rafga asked God to help her achieve her desire, so she went to Our Lady of Deliverance monastery in Bikfaya, to become a nun,
accompanied by two girls, whom she met on the road. When she entered the Church she felt deep joy and happiness. One look at Our
Lady of Deliverance Icon and God's voice inviting her to devotion was strongly engraved in her: "You're becoming a nun."

The Mother Superior accepted her without any interrogation, so she entered the monastery, and refused to go back home when her
father and stepmother came to discourage her. Rafga, on the Feast of St. Joseph, 1861, she wore the Initiation Robe. On March 19,
1862, Rafga presented the monastic vows in the monastery of Ghazir.

Here, her purpose was to teach the girls who wanted to enter the congregation of St. Mary. In addition to teaching, Rafga was in charge
of the kitchen service. Amongst the clergy, were Patriarch Elias Houwayek, Archbishop Boutros el-Zoghbi and others. In 1860, Rafga was
sent to Deir el-Kamar, to teach youngsters catechism. During the bloody events that took place in Lebanon back then, Rafga saw with
her own eyes many people getting killed. She was strong and courageous enough to hide a child under her robe and save him from
death. In 1863, following the orders of her superiors, Rafga went to the school of the monastic order in Byblos, where she spent more
than a year, teaching girls education and faith. Early in 1864, she was transferred from Byblos to M’aad, where she spent seven years
and established with another nun, a school to teach girls.

Maronite Heritage




The Feast of Corpus Christi : Mass, Adoration and Procession

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target
Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

S5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,204, 418.37 Units $1,382, 155.43

Community Business Network Page

(i) R~ REAL ESTATE A

A
gency ~~ZEAITCORP

Sales / Rentals / Auctions DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Bankstown and Parramatta Districts
RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL

Let’s make a deal.
CONTACT ANTONIOS FOR A FREE QUOTE

Call Buddy on 0403 633 911 zeaitcg@gmail.com 0403 454 222




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 23 June: 3" Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am One year Hend Elias Bechara wife of Antonios Greige
Youssef from Karm El Mohr

11:00am One Year Nawal Farah from Bhaireh-Toula wife of
George Morched from Mazraat El Teffah

5:00pm 40 Day Gina Koshaya Challita from Bekaakafra wife of
Matthew Dakin from Cooma

Monday 24 June: Birth of John the Baptist

Masses 7:00, 8:45 & 6:00pm

Wednesday 26 June: Blessed Yaacoub Kabbouchi

7:00pm 40 Day Bechara Saade Khoury Boulos from Kfarsghab

Friday 28 June: Sacred Heart of Jesus

6:00pm Solemn Mass for the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
followed by Procession in the Courtyard
Saturday 29 June: St Peter and Paul

6:00pm 40 Day Joseph Chafic EIKhoury Geagea from Becharre

Sunday 30 June: 4" Sunday of Pentecost — The Twelve Apostles

11:00am One Year Antoine Boutros Frangie from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day John Sarkis Jemaa from Knat
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Gala Dinner 2019 Sponsors
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“Sense Of Renewal?”

Arab Bank Australia

RAYSONS

quantity surveyors
project managers

Announcements

MYO State of Origin Game Il
Date Sunday 23rd June Time after 7pm Youth Mass
Location Hall under Church
Entry $10pp including dinner and drinks

Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date Sunday 28th July Time 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2019 that is
a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact SMS Rana on 0425 335 707 to register for seats reserva-
tion, certificate and special gift.
Registrations close Sunday 14 July 2019

Diocesan Notices

Maronite Parramatta Deanery celebrating the solemnity of The Sacred Heart of Jesus with 24 hour Adoration
Opening Mass & Procession Thursday 27th June Time 6pm
Location St John the Beloved Church Mt Druitt followed by guided Adoration then all night personal Adoration
Confession available till midnight closing with solemn Mass
Feast Day of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Friday 28th June Time 6pm Location Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
Mass followed by Chaplet & Procession
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros (C) (D) (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
"51 Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
ot Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) (M) Anthony Moses &
the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan
(N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
Boutros & Kenny Sassine, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme and Joseph Boutros (T) Youssef Habib Daher Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Francis & Family,
Sara Chafika George Hawi & Raymond Anjoul & Esber Rizk & Tansa Diby Diab Hawi & Hanane Wadiaa Youssef Elbazouni & Tannous Wadiaa Youssef
Hady & Chmouni Massoud, Antoine and his son Tony Makdessi, Linda & Boutros Sfeir, Michel Phillip Wanis, his parents Phillip & Nabiha, Siblings
Leila, Matille Antoine & his son Phillip, Samir Wanis, Emil Rizk & Bernadette Tanna, Nabih Saad & family, All souls in Purgatory
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