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The Gospel Pentecost Sunday The Epistle

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my Brothers and sisters,
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all

together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability. Now there were devout Jews from every
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native
) . . language of each.

little while the world will no longer see me, but [ o Sunday’s Readings | Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all

commandments. And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with
you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you. “I will not

leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. In a

. . Trinitv Sunda these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
you will see me; Rom 1y1- 25 - :6 that we hear, each of us, in our own native
because | live, you also will live. On that day you Mit 28 '16 20 language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in
our own languages we hear them speaking about
God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
. mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled
WATRT R R BERY TN \ith new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven,
Month of the raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
;L and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
Sacred Heart of Jesus RZUL and where you, and listen to what | say. Indeed, these are not
Jesus, meek and drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in
humble of heart, touch (Y1180 #7288 the morning. No, this is what was  spoken through
our hearts and make the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God
them like your own . declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
Lord, there is and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

Prayer and your young men shall see visions, and your old
Freedom men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves,

- . both men and women, in those days | will pour out
|
Come, Holy Spirit! Fill our minds and hearts my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And | will show
with deep and profound faith. Grant us

portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
understanding and wisdom so that we may to 2 Corinthians 3:17 below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall
know You mare. Guide us and be our

be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious
companion on our journey-and may our lives
reflect the Holy Trinity:

day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

will know that | am in my Father, and you in me,

and | in you.

Jn 14: 15-20

Lord shall be saved.’

Acts 2:1-21

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Pentecost

Welcome to the Season of Pentecost in the Maronite Liturgy.
This is the longest season in the Church calendar, focusing on
the works of the Holy Spirit and our call to discipleship.

At Pentecost, as we read in the Acts, the disciples were
gathered in one place when a rush of violent wind enters,
followed by divided tongues of fire and a new ability to speak in
other languages. The Pentecost wonder is that all people, gifted
with God’s wonderful grace, can understand one another and
be united. In God, all are made one.

Contrast this Pentecost scene with that of the tower of Babel,
in Genesis chapter 11, where humans were scattered upon the
earth and God confused the language (hence we get the term
babble). For in the Babel account, humans in their arrogance,
wanted to replace God with themselves.

Pentecost is God at work, uniting people, providing
understanding between people, firing them with love of God,
enabling them to speak words of truth. It is the time of the Holy
Spirit. It is God’s presence in action among us.

So gifted with God’s Holy Spirit, dare we proclaim the Good
News? God gives us knowledge, wisdom and understanding to
build one another up and be united with each other, as one
Body in Christ. So come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the
earth. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Church celebrates today the Feast of the Pentecost. It is the feast of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the apostles who had been gathered for prayer, among them the Virgin Mary who was always with them.
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven as of a strong wind and tongues of fire rested on their heads and

they began to speak, preach and pray in different languages.

This is the language of the living and perfecting Spirit, the Spirit sent by the Father, the Spirit that the risen
Christ has given, the Third Person in the Most Holy Trinity who dwelled in the hearts of the apostles and
disciples, empowering them, defending them and accompanying them in their missions to proclaim the Good

News.

With Pentecost Sunday we start a new season in our Maronite Liturgy, the Season of the Holy Spirit, the
season of grace and peace. The Holy Spirit flows wherever He chooses to and gives His graces and gifts to

every human.

Family Corner

Annual Parish Family Picnic 2019
The Our Lady of Lebanon Annual Parish Family Picnic, arranged by the
Family Committee and held on the 5th May at Campbell St Reserve
Guildford, was once again a hit with both young and old. Everyone
enjoyed a relaxed family orientated day of activities with free kebabs;
yes we gave it a more Mediterranean sz
feel than the usual sausage sizzle. ;
The day included all sorts of games, gk
activities and face painting for all P&

kids, was watching their parents §
trying their hands at the various
competitive events; and boy are
some parents extremely competitive
The day was presided over by our
very own Parish Dean, Father Tony Sarkis but the highlight of the day
was the special guest appearance of the local Fire Brigade. It's amazing
how the Red Fire Truck appeals to all children and the little child in all
adults. The firemen were most accommodating, allowing the children
into the Firetruck, to wear their clothing and even joined us in the
group photo.

We now look forward to your participation the next Family Committee
event, the Renewal of Vows on the 28th of July. Though a celebration,
it is the acknowledgement of the special sacrament of marriage that
makes it memorable. If you have kids, it's a great way of reminding
and showing them the importance of the sacrament of marriage. Do
join us if you are celebrating an wedding anniversary that is a multiple
of 5 years (5, 10, 15, and so on).

P.S. | hear on the grapevine that we already have a participating
couple who are celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary...an
amazing and most blessed achievement.

The Family Committee

The Language of The Spirit

In the Acts of the Apostles (2: 1-21) we read the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples in the

upper room. Through the Spirit, the disciples were able to speak all languages. Hence, all languages became one, the language of the
Spirit.

In the Gospel of the Feast (John 14: 15-20), the love of the Son is linked to keeping His commandments. The Spirit reminds us of the
word of the Lord so we can work and live through Him. He is the Spirit of Truth whom the world does not know, but we do know Him
because He dwells in us.

If the Holy Spirit dwells truly in us, are we then ready to use His gifts to bear witness to Jesus Christ in everything we do or say in our
own lives, whether in the family, at work or in the society? If you have not started yet to use His gifts, let the Season of the Pentecost be
the beginning. On this day, the Spirit has given you an appointment to teach you how to speak His language. Do not miss this
opportunity. If you fall, ask the Holy Spirit to help you rise again and start anew. Do not let the gifts bestowed on you by the Holy Spirit
be wasted.

We celebrate this new beginning liturgically in two ways. First, through the Rite of the Adoration of the Father, and the Son and the Holy
Spirit. We kneel on the left knee to adore the Father, on the right knee to adore the Son and on both knees to adore the Holy Spirit who
perfects the Most Holy Trinity. Second, we celebrate through the blessing of the water and sprinkling with the holy water. The holy
water is a symbol that we use for the descent of the Holy Spirit upon us, exactly as He descended on the disciples two-thousand years
ago.

Our gala dinner last Friday was very successful. Once more, we thank all those who organised the event and supported it. Through the
love and generosity of the parishioners and well-doers, the amount raised exceeded $106.000. This money will be spent on works to
improve the parish complex and to manage it. We look forward to start the new work soon. In fact, the work never ends in our vibrant
parish. As soon as an occasion ends, another starts. We have now begun the preparations for the biggest event in our parish’s calendar,
the Feast Week of the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven. Our pastoral Council met on Monday to start planning for the event.

Father Tony Sarkis



ear of Maronite Spirituality - Pentecost Sunday

Pearly beloved,

On the first Pentecost Sunday, the Holy Spirit rested upon the heads of the Apostles, and filled them with
His power, so that they could proclaim the Gospel in different languages (Acts 2:1-4). On this Pentecost
Sunday, we are presented with the tremendous privilege and also the great responsibility of praying and
prayerfully working so that the Holy Spirit will empower us to spread the Gospel in different languages and
ways, in a world barely less hostile to Christianity than it was in the Apostles’ age.

We have been glad to witness the expansion of evangelisation. Our media often offer good programming,
some of it Catholic, and some of it fair and well-informed. Regrettably, we are also witnessing an increase
in media which does not tell the whole truth, and deals unfairly with the Church and its teachings, with the
clergy and the laity. We should not fear accurate, fair and constructive criticism. On the contrary, we
should welcome it, and have the humility to acknowledge where we have failed, and strive to do better.
We need the love to move forward, without resentment. What can we do? The first answer is spiritual:
pray the Lord to protect our Church; and for holiness, wisdom and charity. Let us return to the Cardinal Virtues: Justice, Temperance,
Prudence, and Courage. This is particularly relevant to social media. We need the justice and temperance to know what to write and say
with Christian humility. Think carefully before you share anything on social media. Do not inadvertently contribute to the promotion of
negative posts and do not encourage others to harass those we disagree with.

It requires prudence to judge how much time to spend on social media, and when it is time to turn them off or even to disengage from
them completely. Consider any post carefully, and take your time. A rushed reaction is always a bad one. If you contribute, then do so
with charity and using positive language. Never forget, there are times when it is actually prudent to say nothing.

In this Year of Maronite Spirituality, may we open our hearts and our lives to the work of the Holy spirit in order for each one of us to
become a sign of hope for others. Let us remember that the first working of the Spirit was to fill the Apostles not only with the desire to
proclaim the Gospel of Life, but also the prudence to know what to say and when, the justice and temperance to say it well and fairly,
and the courage to persevere even when it seemed hard or outright dangerous to speak the truth.

I wish you and your families a blessed Pentecost!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Year of Maronite Spirituality - Saint Maroun (410 AD)

Around 350 AD, Maroun “the little lord” was born in Cyrrhus, a small town near Antioch. When he
grew up, Maroun heard God’s call for holiness and perfection. His heart was burning within him.

Maroun left the world and ascended to the top of Mount Nabo, near Antioch. He lived in the open
air, converted a pagan temple into a church, and spent his time praying in solitude, fasting, and
working. “Maroun did greater acts in order to reach perfect wisdom, for the militant soldier weighs
between virtue and acts... And since God is very generous with his saints, he bestowed upon him the gifts
of healing the sick. His fame spread to all the surrounding districts, so people flocked to him and
witnessed the veracity of his virtues and miracles. He could heal the sick and exorcise the devil by mere prayer.

Physicians prescribe a special medicine for each disease, but the prayer of the righteous is the remedy for all diseases.
St. Maroun not only healed the ailments of the body but also those of the soul, by curing the avarice of the covetous, the
anger of the passionate, teaching some the wisdom of temperance, others the principles of justice, others the happiness of
chastity, and others the love of labour.” Maroun attracted many disciples: James of Cyrrhus, Limnaeus, Domnina, Cyra,
Marana, Abraham the hermit, the apostle of Mount Lebanon, and many others. Maroun died around 410.

“[Dear Maroun], we are bound to you by love and interior disposition, and see you here before us as if you were actually
present. For such are the eyes of love; their vision is neither interrupted by distance nor dimmed by time... we address
ourselves to your honour and assure you that we hold you constantly in our minds and carry you about in our souls
wherever we may be... please pray for us.”

Maronite Heritage




Parish Camera

>

Pastoral Council Meeting

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au P (02) 8898 1536

(i> R~ REAL ESTATE A

A
gency ~~ZEAITCORP

Sales / Rentals / Auctions DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Bankstown and Parramatta Districts
RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL

Let’s make a deal.
CONTACT ANTONIOS FOR A FREE QUOTE

Call Buddy on 0403 633 911 zeaitcg@gmail.com 0403 454 222




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 9 June: Pentecost Sunday — Rite of Adoration and

Blessing of the Water

11:00am One Year Jamil Michel Jalalaty from Zgharta

5:00pm Haifa Ibrahim Nehme from Fradiss widow of the late
Habib Youssef Habib Rahme from Becharre (died in
Lebanon)

Thursday 13 June: St Anthony of Padua

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of
families, the youth and the sick for the apparitions
of the Virgin Mary at Fatima and the Feast of
St Anthony of Padua followed by a lunch

Saturday 15 June
6:00pm 40 Day Eva Youssef Gerges Karam wife of Elias
Moussa Michael from Kfarsghab

Sunday 16 June: Trinity Sunday
11:00am One Year Jamal Khalil Moussa wife of Patrick Sarkis
Ibrahim from Karm El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Hadie Moussa from Tannourine
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Gala Dinner 2019 Sponsors
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A
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CONSTRUCTIONS
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Early Learning Centre
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“Sense Of Renewal”

Arab Bank Australia

RAYSONS

Announcements

Registrations close

Renewal of Marriage Vows

Date Sunday 28th July Time 9:30am Mass

Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2019 that is a multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact SMS Rana on 0425 335 707 to register for seats reservation, certificate and special gift.

Sunday 14 July 2019

Regular Parish Events

Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm Contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation Contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details Contact Roy 0434553775
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
. Activities for Seniors

oallf ol sal jlias) angy el Cpgand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or
grandparent, call Samia on 0414807410 or the

Parish on 96892899

The Living Word

English Bible Studies

Every Wednesday
At 8pm

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Adults Events
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Family of The Divine Word
Al g — el S ABle
Tuesdays at 7pm

Contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros (C) (D) (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) (M) Anthony Moses &
the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan
(N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Kenny Sassine,
Rouhana & Elaine Rahme and Joseph Boutros (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Saad’s Family, Ibragim Hanna Fakhry, Rosa lbrahim Fakhry, Izzat Gerges,
Jabbour & Hugette Zaydan Moussa, Mountaha Halim Gandour Taouk
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