Sunday 26 May 2019
The Gospel

While they were talking, Jesus himself stood |
among them and said to them, “Peace be with |
They were startled and terrified, and |

you.”
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said
to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do

doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands |
and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me |

and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and
bones as you see that | have.” And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving
and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of
grilled fish, and he took it and ate in their
presence. Then he said to them, “These are my
words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you — that everything written about me in the
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures, and he said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning  from  Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.

Lk 24: 36-48

We Fly To Your Protection!

You Died for us, O Redeemer,
and gave us life in cbundcncz o

. LAl 1all pus Cilosll né 132 o

The Good News from Your Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sixth Sunday of’che Resurrecflon

Next Sunday’s Readings

Seventh Sunday of the
Resurrection
Eph 1: 15-23
Jn13:31-35

Jesus Christ,
after having
given us all he
could give...
willed also to give
us the most
precious thing he
had left, which was

His Holy Mother.

St John Vianney

A
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The Epistle

\ Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and

prayer to God for them is that they may be
saved. | can testify that they have a zeal for
God, but it is not enlightened. For, being

| ignorant of the righteousness that comes from

God, and seeking to establish their own, they
have not submitted to God’s righteousness. For
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes.
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that
comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” But the

righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it
say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in
your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and
so is saved. The Scripture says, “No one who
believes in him will be put to shame.” For there
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all
who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on

the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Rom 10: 1-13

Prayer

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy
protection, implored thy help, or sought they
intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this
confidence, | fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my
Mother; to thee do | come; before thee | stand,
sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word
Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy
mercy hear and answer me. Amen!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

A.P’s: Fr Youwakim NouLalm 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 9
anna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Dann

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yu

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 Zlﬁ 248

Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul

0 016.
h 0477 008 787.
410 524 335.

[\ [o]V}




Light from the Word  What do you believe?

do what do you believe in? What makes you a Chris-
tian? What stirs your heart deep within?

The Gospel today is the story of Jesus’ encounter with
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. As they walk to-
gether, Jesus speaks the Word to them, of his death
and resurrection. At the end of their long walk and con-
versation, they become fervent believers in Christ.

paul's Letter to the Romans, in this Sunday’s’ Reading,
has the same message, ‘If you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved’ (v9). The
ultimate belief for any Christian is that Jesus died and
rose. Jesus is God and is with us.

o what’s the big deal? Well it is a big deal because it
impacts all eternity. It is proclaiming God is alive. It is
living in the knowledge we will be eternal. God is g
reater than anything else. God is here. Walks with us as
Christ walked with the two disciples on their journey.
Knowing Christ intimately is possible and that intimacy
is having our hearts burn with fervour and our lips
proclaiming the truth. It’s to live in confidence, with
hope, offering love, because God is alive in us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Youth Corner

Pear Friends,

The Month of May bore many fruits for the MYO. By the
Grace of God, the MYO had their elections on the 15th of
May, and with a spirit of gratitude, we thank the past
Executive Committee for all their love and service to this
Parish.

We would like to congratulate the newly elected Executive
Committee, who are passionate about their love for God
and for their neighbors. We thank all those who have
trusted us with this opportunity, and we look forward to
sharing in profound friendship with you all!

We invite you all to join us on Sunday Night 26th of May —
after 7pm Mass — for our first official event, the MYO
Human Rosary — in honor of our Blessed Mother in this
Month of May.

We ask that you pray for us — that we may be authentic
witnesses of the Resurrection!

Roy-Charbel Farah,
MYO Coordinator

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Why ate you frightened?

On the sixth Sunday of the Glorious Resurrection Season, Paul the Apostle confirms to us in his letter to the
Romans that the aim of the law is Christ. Furthermore, he is telling us that the teaching without the spirit [&8
of Christ is a dry teaching, lacking in the spirit and senseless, especially the teaching in the risen Christ who
achieved in His resurrection the history of salvation. Only the faith in Christ who rose from the dead gives
history a real meaning.

Today’s Gospel tells us about an experience for the apostles with the risen Jesus Christ. It is an experience
of the perpetual presence of the Lord with the disciples and in their midst. Jesus however, did not rise
from the dead to be present with the disciples alone, but in the midst of the Church as well, throughout all ages. Hence, Christ is present here
among us too, in this blessed parish, and his presence is perpetual.

Rising from the dead is not an ordinary thing! We should not then be shocked by the apostles’ reaction as they were frightened and astonished
before the risen Jesus who was standing among them. Just very recently they had seen him crowned with thorns, covered with wounds, full of
blood, hanging on the cross, dead, taken down and put in the tomb. But today, there he was in their midst saying to them: “why are you fright-
ened and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that | have.” (Luke 24: 38-39).

This sound as if the Lord is addressing us today, in this very moment, we the children of this blessed parish; as if He is talking to each one of us
personally saying: “What’s wrong Father Tony? What’s wrong Joe? What’s wrong Therese? Why are you frightened? | am here, do not be
afraid! My appearance and presence in the midst of the parish is a sign of victory of life over death, freedom over slavery, security over fear,
love over hatred, steadfastness over hesitance. My presence is a presence of understanding and responsibility as | am the Good Shepherd who
died for His flock so He can be an impenetrable wall for them and a shield that protects them from every evil. My presence is the presence of
trust, love, faith and steadfastness. If you really believe in me and in my presence among you, stop being frightened for the smallest reason!”

We are a people who can never be agitated or frightened because we believe in the living Lord. Our bible is our constitution and the light of
our path. In the bible we bear witness to the presence of God with us every moment, and “if God is for us, who is against us?” (Romans 8: 31).
The Lord is our strength and the fortress of our lives, He made us the people of security, the security of the Lord who is truthful to His word,
the Eucharist is our weapon and the faith our shield. The Lord is saying to us: “I am with you, do not be afraid or frightened! Proclaim my word
with courage which is a gift for you, the gift of proclaiming the Good News with the courage of the Gospel: the courage of Christ, the king of
joy, peace and openness, the courage of the Most Holy Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.”

Preparations are under way for the parish gala dinner which will be held this Friday. The organising committee is working with all its strength
to put the final touches on the arrangements. We look forward to a wonderful evening in which we live the joy of the family which is gathered
around the mother of the universe, Mary.

[ ask you to participate in the celebration to conclude the Marian Month with a procession in the nearby streets on Saturday 1 June, 5.00 pm. It
is an occasion that coincides with the beginning of the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. May our family be always gathered around the joy
of adoration and prayer. | would like to thank the Sodality and its chaplain Father Yuwakim Njeim with all the priests, deacon and sub-deacons
for their spiritual efforts in the Marian visits throughout the month of May.

May the intercession of Mary be always with us. She is the one who encourages us and leads our steps steadfastly towards the Kingdom of
God.
Father Tony Sarkis



ear of Maronite Spirituality - 6th Sunday of The Resurtection

@early beloved,

On this sixth Sunday of the Season of the Resurrection, the Maronite Church invites us to reflect,
once again, on Jesus, risen from the dead and appearing to his disciples, to confirm them in the
faith and prepare them to be witnesses to Him.

In the Gospel passage chosen from Luke (24: 36-48), the Lord Jesus Christ affirms the truth and
reality of his Resurrection to his apostles and encourages them to remain steadfast in faith
before he sends them out into the world to spread the good news of the Gospel. On this Sunday,
the Church calls us to renew our faith and our witness to the Lord, through our words and
actions, so as to fulfil the call of the Lord to each of us: "You are witnesses to that" (Luke 24:48).

Jesus appears to his disciples several times after the Resurrection. The Maronite Church reflects

on these appearances on the Sundays of this holy season. The Resurrection of the Lord from the dead is an extraordinary
event that even the apostles had difficulty understanding and believing. Aware of the doubts in their hearts, Jesus showed
them His wounds and he did something they did so many times together during his earthly life: eat.

The apostles gave him a piece of fish. Fish is very symbolic: Jesus called his first disciples as they were fishing, and he fed
the crowds fish and bread. And through the miraculous fishing, he proved his Resurrection to his disciples and offered them
fish to eat. Today, the apostles are offering Jesus fish, entering into communion with him and his plan of salvation. The
apostles celebrate a symbolic Eucharist, their Holy Mass.

In a similar way, we are called to enter into this communion with Christ. The Holy Mass is the mystery of God’s love and the
summit of Jesus’ sacrifice for us. Mass is a true union with the risen Lord and an opportunity to partake in the heavenly life.
Christ invites us to live our heaven here on earth, so let us approach the Eucharist without any doubts worthy of being
witnesses to his Resurrection.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Year of Maronite Spirituality
The Ottomans & Independence

In 1516, the Ottomans defeated the Mamlooks. The Maronites were granted protection by France.

They expanded in Lebanon and mixed with other minorities. The Maronites built churches, founded

religious orders, formed schools, and cultivated arid lands. The valleys and the mountains were filled

with monks and hermits. Many families converted to Christianity, joined the Maronite Church, and

participated in the table of the Lord. But between 1845 and 1860, hatred was incited by the Ottomans,

who worked so hard to break the Maronites’ spirit of independence. Dozens of villages, churches, and

monasteries were completely destroyed. Thousands were martyred or displaced, and many immigrated.

The persecution returned between 1914 and 1918, when the Ottomans blocked the roads to the

mountains of Lebanon causing a human disaster. Tens of thousands of people died of famine and

diseases, and thousands immigrated. After the First World War, Lebanon was liberated from the

Ottomans. FrancelLebanon’s compassionate mother, entered the mountains of Lebanon. The Maronite Patriarch left for
Paris. He arrived on October 25th, 1919. He requested the recognition of Lebanon as an independent country.
On September 1st, 1920, General Gouraaud proclaimed the State of Greater Lebanon in the presence of the Maronite Pa-
triarch. In 1943, Lebanon won its independence.

Persecution & Diaspora

Peace did not last too long. Between 1975 and 1990, Lebanon experienced a destructive war. Tens of thousands died in
wars, and thousands immigrated. The Pope of Rome supported the Maronites through his prayers. The Maronites
defended their country with great courage, but in 1990, they divided against themselves, fighting each other.
Consequently, their enemies invaded them, bombarding their cities and villages, sending their leaders into exile, and
putting others in jail. The Maronites lost their independence and hundreds of thousands left the mountains of Lebanon and
immigrated. Freedom became threatened. But God did not abandon his people. He consoled the Maronites, giving them
three saints: St. Charbel, St. Rafqa, and St. Nimatullah Hardini. In 1997, the Pope of Rome, John Paul Il visited Lebanon to
give hope to the Lebanese people and particularly to the Maronites. He said, "Lebanon is more than a country, it is a
message". Due to the severe persecution of the Church in Lebanon (especially the Maronite Church), many were scattered
throughout the world, which made the Church grow outside Lebanon. That’s how the Early Church grew outside Jerusalem.
The Maronite Church became international. She does not only include Phoenician Maronites, Aramaic/Syriac Maronites,
Mardaites, Arab Maronites, but also American Maronites, European Maronites, Brazilian Maronites, Australian Maronites,
etc... Since 2000, the Maronite Patriarch, Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir, has been launching
appeals for the restoration of Lebanon’s freedom and sovereignty. On September 2,
2004, France and the USA sought a new UN resolution asking Lebanon’s neighbours to
withdraw their soldiers and respect Lebanon’s sovereignty

Maronite Heritage




“The Glory of Lebanon Shall Be Given To Them” - Mass For Partiarch Mar Nasrallah Boutors Cardinal Sfeir

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au P (02) 8898 1536

|
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] Lg Agency
Sales / Rentals / Auctions L. ./Z E ADEIS.IASCOOWBCT.I:
Bankstown and Parramatta Districts |
RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Let’s make a deal. I

CONTACT ANTONIOS FOR A FREE QUOTE

Call Buday on 0403 633 91 P zeaitcg@gmail.com 0403 454 222



Parish Notice Board
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5:00pm 40 Day Tannous Semaan Kostantine from Kfarsghab

Thursday 30 May: Ascension Thursday

Masses 7:00am, 8:45am & 6:00pm )
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8:00pm Adoration
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Saturday 1 June: Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

u.u.\.é:ﬂ S ) s e Y )

5:00pm Procession to celebrate the end of the Marian

Month of May and the opening of the month of the el el A8 Auiliay Gl Gapla golsd B 2Ly lghd oz

Sacred Heart of Jesus throughout the streets of ey Eomn il el - Ll
Harris Park JEF KIS FR
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Sunday 2 June: 7th Sunday of Resurrection
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8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality )
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11:00am 40 Day Youssef Fares El Howley from Kob Elias
ing) Ol On e (HimS s Gy asaial) ol 020
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5:00pm 40 Day Youssef Halim Kisrwani from Jezzine and his

wife Marie Halim Younes from Kobbah

Announcements
Renewal of Marriage Vows Annual Parish Gala Dinner 2019
Date Sunday 28th July Time 9:30am Mass When Friday 31st May 2019

Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2019 that is a
multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).

Contact SMS Rana on 0425 335 707 to register for seats reservation, Tickets Available At Parish Office

certificate and special gift. | Registrations close Sunday 14 July 2019

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Venue Lantana Venues - 130 Edensor Road Bonnyrigg, Sydney, 2177

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events .
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm Contact Albert Junior (Al) 0415241514 . ActiVit'%eS for Seniors The Living Word
Blood Donation Contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Ol gl cpallsl) aal jlias) dagy ol e gaad g8 English Bible Studies
Youth Meetings For more details Contact Roy 0434553775 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or Every Wednesday
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference grandparent, call Samia on 0414807410 or the At 8pm
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com Parish on 96892899

Children’s Event Family of The Divine Word
ildren’s Events bl 3 yens — N A< Alle
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) 'xl:;fs EI‘:;;::: ] Dews — Lely)

Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7pm - 9pm Tuesdays at 7pm

Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 . .
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899
Maronite Care Setvices
Youth Services & Facilities i i i
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar\é& Study Centre Counselling Services (English/ Arabic) I\SN':)IE?. ?;g,lr:le f;mgztgg%pogggﬁw;%i%
Ol?en 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. C y“ P | pe 2 SV 3l Workers
nder 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ounsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30;71m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 Contact: 1300 627 227
Women’s Well-being Office Cancer Support Group
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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Group 1
Monday 27 Hani Akoury 20 Gough St, Holroyd 2142
Tuesday 28 Josieanne Rahme 35 Sixth St, Granville 2142
Wednesday 29 | Bob Nassim 25 Wisdom St, Guildford 2161
Thursday 30 |Yaacoub Yaacoub 18 Robertson St, Guildford West 2161

Group 2
Monday 27 Linda Yacoub 30 Wynyard St, Guildford 2161
Tuesday 28 Rosette Yaacoub 49 Alfred St, Granville 2142
Wednesday 29 |Ghassan Nakhoul 5A Brotherton St, South Wentworthville 2145
Thursday 30 William Azzi 6 Chiltern Rd, Guildford 2161

In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros (C) (D)
(E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, lzat
& Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine &
Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (l) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
Family (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh
Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Kenny Sassine, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme and Joseph Boutros (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Nabih Nassim
Saad & Family, Mr & Mrs Shake and Family, Mtanios Semsoum Taouk & Youssef Mahfouz Taouk & his wife Nazha Taouk, Toufic Fakhry &
His wife Rose Fakhry, Souls in Purgatory
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