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You Died for us, O Redeemer,
and gave us life in abundance
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The Good News from Your Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK
Sunday 19 May 2019 www.olol.org.au
The Gospel Fifth Sunday of the Resurrection The Epistle

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love

Brothers and sisters, you were dead through
the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is
S now at work among those who are disobedient.
All of us once lived among them in the
passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature
children of wrath, like everyone else. But God,
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together

me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, |
Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to | |- /
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He |.
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He

said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, [ £

do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he Next Sunday’s Readings

said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” Sixth Sunday of the ) )

. o . Resurrection with Christ — by grace you have been saved —
And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; 'T_‘I’("z“ll,o_,:sl_;‘ls?' and raised us up with him and seated us with
you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, ' him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so
“Feed my sheep. Very truly, | tell you, when you that in the ages to come he might show the
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
and to go wherever you wished. But when you| Blessed are you, toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and been saved through faith, and this is not your

own doing; it is the gift of God — not the result

someone else will fasten a belt around you and O Mary,
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are

take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said

' o ) ‘ who has what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for
this to indicate the kind of death by which he good works, which God prepared beforehand to
would glorify God). After this he said to him, become be our way of life.

”FO“OW me.n Eph 2:1-10
Jn 21: 15-19 a second
Prayer
heaven to

On the day of remembrance of the pure virgin

God Mary, all creation rejoices, and sings hymns of

glory and praise to the Son who shone from her
womb, and freed Adam and his children. And so
Beth Gazo Maronite the Holy Nation rejoices, and her children

we Fly To Your Protectlon! rejoice within her. Glory to the One who came

and freed us From the bondage to sin.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 21ﬁ 248

A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Dann Nouh4(ig7572(‘)‘0383§87.

Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul



Light from the Word Like Christ

Po we understand the depths of love God has for us? This
Sunday’s Readings reveal that God would die for us. God is
willing to forgive us, no matter our wrongs. God has great
plans for us.

In the Gospel passage Jesus calls out to Peter and invites him
to follow his ways. This is despite Peter denying him three
times. From the pits, where Peter wallowed, ashamed and
dejected, Jesus comes and pulls him up and offers him new
life. God isn’t waiting for our remorse and apologies. God
wants only one thing —to love us into abundant life.

In Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, he emphasises the same
point, that God loves us no matter what, as revealed in the
death and resurrection of Jesus, ‘But God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even

Seniors Committee

In this Holy season of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord
Jesus Christ The Senior's Committee celebrated our annual
Easter party, with Father Youhana Maroun Sahliba.

Our precious seniors enjoyed the Holy Mass, lunch and were
very excited with the entertainment. Then we celebrated
mother's day and loved every moment with our seniors

We look forward to see them every second Thursday, may
the blessing of our Lord Jesus and the prayers of our blessed
virgin Mary be with us always

Sonia Abi Rahced

when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ’ (vv4-5).

perhaps it is not Jesus who so much died on the Cross and
rose, but rather we are the ones who are dead to life,
through our poor choices, just like Peter’s denial and our
own apathy. Jesus on the other hand always chose the truth,
even to death.

@espite our failings, there is always God calling us back to
life. Christ resurrected, reminds us God’s love for us is
endless, no matter what state we are in, but better yet, God
pulls us out of our own helplessness and makes us people of
hope and love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Glory of Lebanon Is Bestowed On Him

On this blessed Sunday, Jesus addresses Peter and each one of us with His question “do you love me?” Our
presence in the mass on the day of the Lord is an expression of an inner answer that comes out of our
hearts and goes towards the heart of Jesus saying: “You know Lord that | love You.” Our answer is an
authentication of this love.

@Quardianship is from God since every authority is from God, hence we should not underestimate any
authority no matter how small it might be. People appreciate us and appreciate our service as long as we
carry out the guardianship responsibilities entrusted to us with competence.

There is no coincidence in remembering in our masses today the late Patriarch Mar Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir
who loved God, loved the Church and loved God’s people, making his priesthood a trinity of love.

Patriarch Sfeir was an icon of the Patriarchal See and the Dean of our Maronite Church. The glory of Lebanon was bestowed on him; the
glory of service and guardianship. His majestic prominence was that of the cedars of the Lord, the cedars of the Holy Bible. He was the
father figure to everyone, firmly rooted in the Maronite liturgy which unites our Mother Church with the Church in the Countries of
Expansion.

His faith in the Church and the nation was firm, with its roots reaching to the depths like a robust ancient oak tree rooted in his
trinitarian love of God, the Church and her people, firmly establishing his sprawling flock to every part of the world on this love. He once
said that nations are not carried in the pockets but in the hearts and will, because whoever carries their nation in their pocket would
not have a nation, while whoever carries it in their heart and will, their nation would stay alive, no matter how wrought by woes and
tribulations.

Patriarch Sfeir was the man of the hour, stance and conscience, applying — in words and deeds — this uttering of the Lord to us: “Let
your word be “yes, yes” or “no, no.”” (Matthew 5: 37). Upholding this principle, he once said: “We have said what we said.”

He passionately loved freedom, the freedom of the glorified Lord in the glory of the resurrection, who freed us from slavery to make us
His children. In the Gospel, the Lord assures us saying “l do not call you servants any longer... but friends.” (John 15: 15). The slave is a
dead person since their will is stolen while the friend is loved and lives in the love of the beloved! Here we recall something that
Patriarch Sfeir said to the whole world: “we are a people who love freedom, without freedom we cannot live.”

Patriarch Sfeir knew very well the concept of the cross, that is the cross does not remain a cross to the end but is transformed into a
glorified resurrection.

Our Maronite Church has lost his earthly support but won his heavenly care as he attains the glory of heaven next to those who loved
the cross of the Lord. It is a glory that will never perish.

May his memory live forever in our whole Maronite Church, from her roots in Lebanon to her presence in the Countries of Expansion as
we are one universal Church who lives in the shadow of the Lord and His saints, growing with the intercession of our Father Saint
Maroun and our Mother Virgin Mary.

Father Tony Sarkis



ear of Maronite Spirituality - Sth Sunday of The Resurtection

@early beloved,

7t 3.15am on Sunday 12 May 2019, just 2 days before his 99th birthday, Patriarch Mar Nasrallah
Boutros Cardinal Sfeir, 76th Patriarch of Antioch, passed away. With his death, we lost a wise and
humble shepherd who led the Maronite Church through some of its most challenging times in
recent history.

patriarch Sfeir was born in Rayfoun, in the Kesserwan region of Lebanon on the 15th of May
1920, to a devout Maronite family, that raised him and his 5 sisters in the faith and love of God.
He attended Mar Abda’s School in Aramoun and then joined the seminary in Ghazir. He studied
Philosophy and Theology at the University of St Joseph, Beirut. He was ordained a priest on the
7th of May 1950 and served as Parish Priest of Rayfoun and then as Secretary General to the
Maronite Patriarchate. He was ordained Bishop and appointed as Patriarchal Vicar on the 16th of
July 1961. The Maronite Synod of Bishops elected him Patriarch of Antioch on the 19th of April 1986. In early 2011, His
Beatitude submitted his resignation to the Holy See, asking to be relieved of all his patriarchal duties to spend the rest of his
days in prayer and reflection.

patriarch Sfeir was an extraordinary person and leader. He was an accomplished academic and scholar but also as a
humble and devout man of God. His Beatitude was a tireless supporter of freedom, and an outspoken warrior against
oppression and injustice. By virtue of his religious leadership, he was a symbol of unity in Lebanon and a source of hope for
all Lebanese people. He was a peacemaker and Lebanon’s great bridge builder during times of turmoil and war. He believed
in the power of dialogue and the importance of peaceful coexistence in Lebanon and in the entire Middle East region.

We pray that our Church is always blessed with good and holy leaders. We also pray that our beloved Patriarch is
welcomed to his heavenly home with trumpets of the seraphim and cherubim and that he joins the ranks of the righteous
and the just with St Maroun, St John Maroun and all the holy saints who preceded us.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Year of Maronite Spirituality -

The Mountains of Lebanon

In 936, the monastery of Bet Moroon and other Maronite monasteries were completely destroyed in
Syria. That persecution was aimed at Christians. They were persecuted for the sake of Jesus Christ.
The Maronites and their Patriarch had to take a very difficult decision: to leave the rich plains of Syria
and take the mountains of Lebanon as a refuge. The Aramaic/ Syriac Maronites joined the
Phoenician Maronites and the Mardaites in Lebanon. Protected by the mountains of Lebanon, the
Maronites and their Patriarch were organizing their Church away from persecution.

The Crusades

For 350 years, the Maronites have been isolated in the valleys and mountains of Lebanon until

the beginning of the crusades. When the Crusaders invaded the East, they were surprised when they found out about the
existence of the Maronites. The Pope of Rome himself was astonished. During the Crusades Period, the Maronites succeed-
ed in building relationships with France (especially after the visit of St Louis, King of France) and the Pope of Rome.

The Mamlooks

At the end of the crusades and after the defeat of the Crusaders, the Maronites were attacked by the Mamlooks. Between
1268 and 1283, persecution began with the Mamlooks, who attacked the strongholds of the Maronites sowing destruction
in Ehden, Bsharre, Hadath El-Jibbet, Meifook, and other villages. They captured the Maronite Patriarch and sent him to his
death. Between 1291 and 1305, the Mamlooks destroyed Kesrwan and the Maronites were forbidden to enter it. The
Maronites had to learn how to survive and to protect their freedom. But in 1357, they became divided against themselves:
The Maronites of Byblos-Batroun against those of Bsharre. Consequently, the Mamlooks invaded Byblos and Batroun,
destroying their villages, and burning their Patriarch alive in 1367. Many people escaped to Cyprus. The Maronites lost their
freedom. Because of the many disasters that happened in the world in that period of time (13th- 16th century), especially
in the Middle East, the Pope of Rome, Leo X described the Maronite Church as a rose among thorns, an impregnable rock in
the sea, unshaken by the waves and fury of the thundering tempest.

Maronite Heritage




Congratulations To
The Newly Elected MYO Executive

Committee

Coordinator: Roy Farah | Assistant Coordinator: Helena
Katrib | Secretary: Jessica Lahoud | Treasurer: Joseph
Ghalloub | Spiritual Events Representative: Patrick Mardini |
Charity Events Representative: Maureen Boutros |
Social Events Representative: Rafqa Hadchiti |
Media Liaison: Mayliz Boumansour | Logistics Liaison:
Marcelin El-Khoury | MYO Works Assistants: Ashley Mejalli
and Chloe Bouserhal | Executive Advisors: Joanne Elias, Tony
Lahoud, Joanna Michael and Charbel Dagher

May Our Lady Guide Your Endeavours!

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au P (02) 8898 1536

R~ REAL ESTATE A

v A
»~ gency —~ ZEAITCORP

Sales / Rentals / Auctions -
Bankstown and Parramatta Districts

council DA reports = tax depreciation
Let’s make a deal bank reports = expert reports

9638 5522 + admin@capital-gpc.com.au

NWWwW.capital-qpc.com.au

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL

CONTACT ANTONIOS FOR A FREE QUOTE
zeaitcg@gmail.com 0403 454 222



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 19 May: 5" Sunday of Resurrection

9:30am 40 Day Genvieve Hanna Asaad widow of the late Dib
Bakhos Hakaik from Blouza

11:00am 40 Day Salem Hanna Bechara Nakhoul from Karm
El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Sayed Badih Mouawad from Zgharta

7:00pm Evonne Najib Sleiman Rahme from Becharre wife of
Simon Trad (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 22 May: St Rita

10:30am Funeral Marie Halim Younes from Kobbaa widow
of the late Halim Youssef Kesrwani from Jezzine
7:00pm St Rita Feast Mass with the Blessing of the Roses, oil
and bread
Friday 24 May
6:00pm Dr George John Ezzo from Beirut (died in Lebanon)
Saturday 25 May
6:00pm Afifeh Karim Khoury Diab from Ein Ebel
(died in Lebanon)

Sunday 26 May: 6 Sunday of Resurrection

11:00am 40 Day Malek Taouk from Becharre

5:00pm 40 Day Tannous Semaan Kostantine from Kfarsghab
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Announcements

Novena & Feast of Saint Rita
From 13 May 2019 - 21 May 2019
The Novena will be prayed at the following times: Monday & Tuesday 7:15pm, Wednesday 8pm.
Thursday - Saturday 7.15pm, Sunday 6pm
Feast of St Rita on Wednesday 22 May 2019 at 7pm including the Rite of Blessing of the Roses, Bread, Oil & Procession
Contact Father Danny Nouh 0477 008 787

Renewal of Marriage Vows
Date Sunday 28th July Time 9:30am Mass
Couples celebrating a Church Wedding Anniversary in 2019 that is a
multiple of 5 (5, 10,.. 25... 50...60..years).
Contact SMS Rana on 0425 335 707 to register for seats reservation,
certificate and special gift. | Registrations close Sunday 14 July 2019

Annual Parish Gala Dinner 2019
When Friday 31st May 2019
Venue Lantana Venues - 130 Edensor Road Bonnyrigg, Sydney, 2177
Tickets Available At Parish Office

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm Contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation Contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details Contact Roy 0434553775
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
Gall 5l oaalll aal jlias) 4ngs el cpsgaad JS

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Adults Events Aalia) 3ygm — Aaely) AWK dlile
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Tuesdays at 7pm

Contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899
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Group 1

Monday 20 Najibe El Halabi 1 Reid St, Merrylands 2160

Tuesday 21 Milad Faddoul 5 Leopold St, Merrylands 2160

Wednesday 22 | Jackie Mouawad 50 lan St, Greystanes 2145

Thursday 23 Esaaf Barakat 71 Ellam Dr, Seven Hills 2147

Friday 24 Courtney Kazzi 76 Richmond St, South Wentworthville 2145
Group 2

Monday 20 Claude Chalhoub 66 Rawson Rd, Guildford 2161

Tuesday 21 Fadi &Claude Mattar 12 Wattle Ave Villawood 2163

Wednesday 22 | Elie Boustany 26 Bellona St, Winston Hills 2153
Thursday 23 Lily Karam 186 Excelsior St, Guildford 2161
Friday 24 Maryanne Sakr 1 Sandringham Dr, Carlingford 2118
Saturday 25 Sub D. Robert 56A Redbank Rd, Northmead 2152

In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros (C) (D)

53 (E) Matthew Essey (F) lbrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat
A& Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine &
Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (l) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
Family (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh
Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Kenny Sassine, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme and Joseph Boutros (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2) Barbara & Jamil
Wehbe, Khalil & Marina Issa, Hanneh Fayad & Gerges Youssef Sarkis & Chiha Metri, Sarkis & Youssef Gerges Sarkis
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You Died for us, O Redeemer, u
and gave us life in abundance
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The Good News from Your Parish
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