: You Died for us, O Redeemer,
and gave us life in abundance
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The Good News from Your Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

o

Sunday 28 April 2019
The Gospel

A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas: “Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas
answered him: “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the

presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name.

Jn 20: 26-31

Prayer

Lord of Life,

On this New Sunday, we pray that our faith and
belief in Your Resurrection may be renewed and
strengthened. Open our minds to accept the
truth that with You, in You and through You,
there is life after death. Amen!

New Sunday & Feast of Divine Mercy

Next Sunday’s Readings

Third Sunday of the
Resurrection
2Tim 2: 8-13
Lk 24: 13-35

The

Resurrection is
at the core of
our beliefs as

Christians.

Without it, our

faith is

meaningless.

Joseph B. Wirthlin

\\

NS

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters, therefore, knowing the fear
of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we
ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that
we are also well known to your consciences. We
are not commending ourselves to you again, but
giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so
that you may be able to answer those who boast
in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in
our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ
urges us on, because we are convinced that one
has died for all; therefore all have died. And he
died for all, so that those who live might live no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we
regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point
of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

2 Cor5:11-21

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 03 May from 9:30am - Sat 04 May at 7:30am
Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 21{ 248

A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 9
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Dann

Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

0 016.
h 0477 008 787.
410 524 335.

[\ [o]V}




Light from the Word A New Life

It is the Season of the Resurrection and we now look no
longer to Jesus among us as human, but rather as Christ
resurrected. This absolutely changes the way we look at
everything, even our very own existence.

We are not made for death but for life — eternal life. We are
no longer bound by evil and sin, but free to love graciously.
We no longer live for ourselves, but for Christ who was
raised before us.

paul in his letters strongly emphasises all this. If Jesus, the
Son of God, became human, lived among us, was crucified,
died and then rose to glorious eternal life, it challenges us to
live in hope. Paul beautifully puts in this way in v17, ‘So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new!’

The Resurrection means all things have taken on a new
lease of life, because we have reassurance that God is
always with us. Nothing, not sin nor hatred, not injustice nor
violence, can destroy the very truth and reality of God. So
today even as we face waves of criticism and attacks on
religion, the ultimate reality is that God is among us — God
cannot die! Alleluia, Christ is Risen, and we are witnesses to
this. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today is “New Sunday”. It is called by the Church as such because on that day the appearance of
the risen Christ to the apostles, including Thomas, occurred. It was the first day of the week and

the second Sunday after resurrection.

This appearance gave the apostles and the Church a new awareness of the depth of the
resurrection and the mystery of Jesus Christ, an awareness of the fact that the risen Christ bears in
his glorified body the signs of the crucifixion, confirming the mystery of salvation through the
cross. This would establish the faith of the apostles and our faith in Him on a salvific and
theological truth emanating from His reassurance “It is |; do not be afraid” (John 6: 20). This is
what the Lord says to us every time we are scared, doubtful or our faith is weakened for any

reason.

Family Committee

What Would Your Answer Be?

s they started growing and becoming teenagers, my kids’
questions about the Faith became challenging to me and to how
much | knew about my faith. For someone who was involved with
the church from the age of 5, | started running out of the right
answers. This is when the family committee of OLOL decided to run
the Men's Faith Formation monthly meetings, in order to better
equip us in the Faith. So, if you see yourself as a man who is in
need to know Jesus more and wants to ensure that you are the
primary educator for your children about our Faith, then come and
join us....Why risk leaving it to those potentially less informed?

Being continually involved with our Parish and with other
committees is another blessing in being part of the Family
Committee. Together with the youth of OLOL, we joined our efforts
this year to produce what Fr Tony had in mind as a tomb for our
Lord's Burial for Easter. Over three consecutive nights, it was great
to experience the effort of the young and younger people working
together to come up with a great structure to venerate our Lord in
His passion, death and resurrection. The joy of working together as
families is amazing, so what is stopping you from joining us? It’s an
opportunity to experience fun and spiritual growth while
contributing to our upcoming events.
Finally, looking forward to seeing you all next week, at our parish
picnic day, on the 5th of May (see the ‘“Announcements’ section for
details). We have reserved a sheltered BBQ area and will have free
food and activities but encourage you to bring chairs and your own
snacks.

Joseph Ayoub

A New Awareness

It is a new awareness that bears with it an awakening to an essential truth in our Christian life; Jesus is the Lord and God who is

remaining with us. Through this awareness, we can come to know Him, experience His presence and believe in Him without putting our
finger in His wounds as Thomas did, without having to see Him with our own eyes or knowing Him historically like the apostles knew
Him. We come to know Him through the testimonies of the apostles as written in the Gospel and through living the holy Sacraments
which make us experience the power of His resurrection by the graces which free the soul an body and heal them. The Lord has
confirmed to us our knowledge of Him through grace when he said to Thomas: “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to

believe.” (John 20: 29).

@rant us Lord to long for you, like your apostle Thomas, to see you, have an encounter with you and experience you! Make us worthy of
your beatitude so we can see you with the eyes of our faith, touch you through our permanent union with you as provided to us by the
Church and her sacraments, and listen to your voice through the inspirations of your spirit who leads us towards your Kingdom in our
daily lives.

In this apostolic spirit, the various committees in our parish continue to carry out their wonderful activities. On Thursday, the Elderly
Committee celebrated its Easter mass followed by lunch. Many of our older people participated in this event. Enjoying this day was a
source of joy for our hearts. A big thank you to Father Yuhanna Maroun Saliba and to the Elderly Committee for their efforts and
dedication to the older people amongst us.

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy started on Good Friday and will be concluded today with prayers, confessions and mass at 3 pm. | would
like to thank Subdeacon Robert Al-Bayeh and the Divine Mercy team for organizing these prayers and celebrations.

I would like to encourage you all to participate in our upcoming activities and celebrations, including the home visits by Our Lady in
May. A few nights are still available if you wish to make a booking. The Marian Month will be concluded on the first of June by a
procession in the streets around the Cathedral at 5.00 pm. Our Mother’s Day cruise will be on Tuesday 7 May. Our annual gala dinner
will be held on 31 May at Lantana, Bonnyrigg. It is one of our biggest fund raising events. We hope that you support this occasion so we
can continue to grow our parish and reach thousands of people who need the light of our Lord’s resurrection.

lset us work together as active members of the mystical body of Christ so we can truly glorify God through all these activities and
celebrations, and serve His people
Father Tony Sarkis



ear of Maronite Spirituality - New Sunday
@early beloved,

In our Maronite tradition, the week directly after the Sunday of the Resurrection is called the
Week of the Hawareeyeen and this Sunday marks the end of this week. Certain linguists teach
that this word is Syriac and suggests the idea of "white" and or "justification". It refers either to
the angels at the empty tomb, who announced the Lord’s Resurrection, clothed in white, or to
the Lord's disciples who believed in his Resurrection and thus, were clothed in "justification", or
also to the newly baptised members of the Church, clothed both in white at this time of the year
and in justification through the baptismal waters. In the early Church, baptism used to take place
on Resurrection Sunday and the week that followed.

Other sources relate this word to an Ethiopian translation which means the “ones who have been sent out” or the
missionaries referring to the disciples of Jesus whom he sent out to proclaim the Good News. Regardless of the meaning of
the word we choose to reflect on, this past week was to remind us of the Lenten journey that we have just completed.
Through our fasting, abstinence, prayer and penance we have become white again. By sharing in His death on Good Friday
and His Resurrection on Easter Sunday, we have enriched and renewed our faith so that our justification can actually bring
us new life so we may proclaim with Thomas the Apostle: “My Lord and my God!”.

We are each called to be one of the Hawareeyeen, clothed in white and living in righteousness. We are the disciples who
have put on Jesus. May we not only say Christ is Risen, but more importantly, may we live it because: Christ is Risen, He is
truly Risen, and each one of us is a witness to this!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

WARNING This article deals with difficult issues concerning domestic violence. Some readers may have e
experienced or witnessed domestic violence and reading this may vividly bring back buried memories. If this jo - ar
applies to you, please consider your own wellbeing and whether you should continue reading. If you are in an & _
abusive situation or know someone who is, call 1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) or Domestic Violence Help Line :
(1800 656 463).

Without further ado, here is her testimony. Her identity will remain anonymous.

Mum and dad were always fighting. He would hit her. | got caught in the crossfire. | would become bruised and |
covered it with makeup. | started to cut myself. | became depressed. My family stopped talking to each other. |
felt like | needed punishment for making my family fight. But the cutting didn’t last long. | realised it was wrong.

When | tried to get advice from other people, they would say ‘that’s your parents business, don’t get involved,

this is very common, everyone does this’. | was repeatedly told to pray on it. | did. | felt that it did not help, | found that people didn’t
like to talk about it, it was taboo. | needed to let it out, | needed someone to talk to. Everyone kept silencing me. | felt like no one could
ever understand what | was going through.

We went to Lebanon. There was 1 priest who kept watching me. He called me over. | said cheerfully ‘Hi Abouna (Father)’. He looked at
me and asked why he can feel waves of anger coming out like heat from me. | burst into tears. He told me | needed to forgive. | needed
to be like Christ and forgive. The priest said | should never force someone to love me. Jesus never forced anyone. He only gave the
opportunity for people to love him. This day | felt a weight lift off of my shoulders.

[ went to Adoration back home. | felt calm, safe. Adoration built my trust in Christ and his will. | was in the dark all those years. Dad
recently flipped it over virtually nothing. He held my mum to the wall. He raised his hand to hit her. | got in between them. He started
to choke me. He dragged me to the balcony and nearly threw me over. | screamed, and my sibling pushed him off me. My life and my
mum’s life were in danger. This is when we took action. We became fed up with the abuse. He is gone now. My family started talking to
each other about our experiences. We started to open up about our wounds. My mum said she wished she did this sooner. | wished we
never put up with the abuse. It helped us heal and grow together. We are closer than ever.

| realised that talking about it with people who had gone through the same thing helped me a lot. I trust Christ to lead us out of this. |
tried my way (give him space and let him come back to us), the hard way (forcing him to be good), but the only way that worked was
God’s way, leaving it in God’s hands. We have moved on from him. My way and the hard way did not work. Christ is the only hope |
have.

[ was asked how can | still trust Jesus after all of this? | thought of when Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane. He wanted his Father
to take the cup of suffering from him. Then he trusted Godin his will and accepted the cup. If Christ can trust God in his grand plan, then
| can trust God in his plan for me. | accept the cup offered to me.

Emily Dib



Seniors' Committee Easter Fete — (jpicall 4ial dlia

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au P (02) 8898 1536

R~ REAL ESTATE A
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Agency
Sales / Rentals / Auctions L_ ouanTITY SuRVEYORS ./Z E AITCORP
Bankstown and Parramatta Districts PROJECT NMANACIZRE
RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
Let’s make a deal. PH: 02 9638 5522

ital CONTACT ANTONIOS FOR A FREE QUOTE
Buddy on 0403 633 911 Wwww.cCapital-gpc.com.au zeaitcg@gmail.com ‘. 0403 454 222




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS Eound) il 3B
Sunday 28 April: New Sunday — Devine Mercy At daa ) ae — aaal) sl olewd YA aaY)
11:00am 40 Day Antoun Tannous Raffoul from Harf Miziara Hlie Gy e Jsby Gusile sl aganall a1 V30
5:00pm 40 Day Mehsen Zakka Yaacoub from Karm El Mohr

Dl aS (e asing 1) Guane pgaall e 020
Tuesday 30 April M ¢

10:30am Funeral Halim Youssef Kesrwani from Jezzine o
Olestd Yo o BN

::)c(l)a:r::(ﬂ)agay Kozhaya (Kenny) Boutros Sassine from G0 O lan o pls el G 15T
Hadchit BN grePeN
Saturday 4 May Cadin (e b Gl (KeNNy) L GLAI pgasall Gpnaf Wi
2:00pm Maronite College of the Holy Family — First Holy SU e e
Communion Gl Gaple Luaiall AL A )Ll Fs il 20 ) AL Gl ¥ia

6:00pm 40 Day Marie Gerges Khayr from Tannourine widow

) ) seaie Jalay cposih e gl Lo 4 | oysrny Wi
of the late Mansour Nkoula Sfeir from Hadath El el o)) st e ot o le Aasdll Gy

Jebbeh Aall Gas e piea Y
Sunday 5 May: 3" Sunday of Resurrection Lol 303 cpe N aa¥) 2 U 0 aady)

8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality e Ll 2891 ol 45 e s A
Cilgaly (rdayag elinl 4sadl o bl 4 ol Az

11:00am One Year Mtanios Jebrine Yaacoub (Hrayki) from ) i X
Dl S e (Spadl) Qaldl sy G Gusilae pgaall 2l VY20

Karm El Moher

5:00pm 40 Day Badwi Sayed Barakat from Zgharta B2 e Sy e (553 QLN amyall (gl 020 e
Announcements
Fersen El Adra Movie Night OLOL Parish Family Picnic
When 4th May Time 7pm - 10pm When Sunday 5th May Time 11am (After 9.30am Mass)
Location OLOL Youth Centre Cost $15 pp Location Campbel Hill Road Picnic Area, Guildford
Movie options COCO & Spiderman Homecoming Day includes reserved sheltered BBQ/ Picnic Area | Free Food |
Includes Popcorn | Pizza | Drinks Games & Activities - All Are Welcome!
Mother’s Day Harbour Cruise Annual Parish Gala Dinner 2019

When Tuesday 07 May 2019 Cost $85 per person incl. Food, Transport When Friday 31st May 2019 Lantana

& Entertainment, 4 hour Harbour Cruise
Departure 9am From OLOL Return 2.45pm
Tickets Church Office & 5 Loaves Café | Contact Joan 0411 709 249 Tickets Available At The Chruch’s Office

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events o
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 Senior’s Events
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 . .
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008 Activities for Seniors
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Cpaall o cpallghl aal jlias) aagy (ad G saaad JS
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Venue Lantana Venues - 130 Edensor Road Bonnyrigg, Sydney, 2177

Family of The Divine Word
Adults Events Aaliad) Byem — Aaedy) AL Alile
Arabic Classes

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)

contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 c ontaﬂ%?%i!;;ﬂ?ﬁg%qy 807 ] ]
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am contact the Parish Office:

02 9689 2899

Maronite Care Services

Youth Services & Facilities i i i
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar\é& Study Centre Counselling Services (English/ Arabic) I\sNyhoIEﬁ ?;g,lr:le f;rggztgg%loyogggﬁw;%i%
Ol?en 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. C llors. P logists & Social Workers
nder 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ounsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30;71m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227
Women’s Well-being Office Cancer Support Group
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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Group 1
Wednesday | Nancy Boutros 15 Friend Street, South Wentworthville 2145
Thursday Margueritte Attieh 25 The Avenue, Granville 2142
Friday Watfa Moussa 50 Alfred Street, Granville
Group 2
Wednesday |Adel Eldarjani 15 Churchill Street, Guildford 2161
Thursday Amine Germanos 199 Excelsior Street, Guildford 2161

In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew
, J Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad,

' Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha

(2)

Y Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph, Elias Saad Jahjah & his wife Mariam (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) (M) Anthony Moses &
the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P)
(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y)
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You Died for us, O Redeemer,
and gave us life in abundance
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The Good News from Your Parish
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