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The Gospel Sunday of The Blind The Epistle

They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his Brothers and sisters,

disciples and a large crowd were leaving I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the

Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind meekness and gentleness of Christ — | who am

beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he humble when face to face with you, but bold

shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be
quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son
of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still
and said, “Call him here.” And they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up,
he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he
sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to

I am present | need not show boldness by
daring to oppose those who think we are acting
according to human standards. Indeed, we live

as human beings, but we do not wage war

Next Sunday’s Readings | according to human standards; for the weapons

Hosanna (Palm) Sunday

Phil 1: 1-13
Jn 12:12-22

of our warfare are not merely human, but they
have divine power to destroy strongholds.

We destroy arguments and ever roud
him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The y & v P

obstacle raised up against the knowledge of
blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see P ag &

again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has God, and we take every thought captive to obey
Christ. We are ready to punish every
My Teacher, disobedience when your obedience is complete.

Look at what is before your eyes. If you are

made you well.” Immediately he regained his
sight and followed him on the way.

Mk 10: 46-52
confident that you belong to Christ, remind

let me

“Our Giving ... is the Cause of Our
Happiness ”
During the Season of Lent, we have
fasted and abstained. Let us now act
with Charity and put into action

yourself of this, that just as you belong to

N V2
70
caritas

Christ, so also do we.
see 2Cor 10: 1-7

what we preach. During Hosanna
(Palm) Sunday, there will be Caritas Lebanon :
boxes at the Church doors, please give agaln!

generously to those in need in Lebanon.
God bless.

Heavenly Father,

Blinded by sin, we cannot see. The eyes of our
hearts are blinded to Your infinite mercy and
abundant love. Grant us, O God, a true
repentance of heart so that our eyes may see
the Light who is Christ. May we learn to see as
Jesus saw, with love and with compassion.
Amen

Passion Week Program Mk 10:51

Please find the detailed
program for Passion (Holy) Week
at the doors of the church.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word The Blind Man

The cure of the blind man Bartimaeus greets us this Sunday
in our Lenten journey. It is the boldness of Bartimaeus that
leads Jesus to miraculously return his sight.

The crowds gather around Jesus, jostling and shoving. Then
we hear Bartimaeus, the blind man, cry out to Jesus. People
try to shut him up. However, undeterred, he cries out even
more loudly. Bartimaeus boldly seeks Jesus and he is

rewarded. Perhaps we should ask ourselves how determined
are we in pursuing Jesus, despite obstacles that surround us?

In Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, we continue the
idea of boldness. Paul is strong, courageous and determined,
and calls us to this passionate stance for Christ alone. It is as
if his entire being shouts for Christ. Every move, every

Where Is God?

What did Jesus say about this question? Jesus simply said,
“...1 am with you always” (MT 28:20). Jesus is saying that He
is with us always and everywhere. Jesus also said, “Ask, and
it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you” (Mt 7:7).

‘Remember that the next time when you approach Jesus
during prayer or Holy Communion, the heavens are wide
open. God’s love, mercy and healing are flowing regardless
of who you are or where you are. Take off that raincoat by
approaching Him with repentance, humility and faith. Then,
nothing can stop you from getting soaked in the presence of
God.

action, every word, every thought, all directed to Christ. Like
Bartimaeus, the blind man, Paul is blind to all things but
Christ. His vision is focussed on the one thing that matters.

Shalom Tidings

“‘We take every thought captive to obey Christ’ (v5). What a
powerful phrase. Nothing is important if it is not focussed on
Christ. All our thoughts, our energies, all we do, must be
geared towards Christ. Are our minds and hearts captured in
awe of Christ? Are we really madly, deeply and totally
turned to Christ? Do we wish to see Christ, like Bartimaeus?
Can we be bold in Christ like Paul? Who do you will call out
to when in need? Who will you give your all for? Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Faithful Disciple

The miracle of the blind man is the last wonder and healing act performed by Jesus. This miracle also concludes the
preparation phase to enter Jerusalem. It took place at the gates of Jericho which Jesus was crossing while on his way up to
the Holy City.

In the context of the season of the holy lent, this miracle comes as a conclusion of the healing acts upon which we reflected
in the previous Sundays. All these miracles were about the healing of the body and soul and putting the human in the
ambiance of salvation.

In the previous miracles, Jesus did not allow those whom he healed to follow him. This happened with the leper and
hemorrhaging woman, as well as the paralytic whom Jesus ordered to return to his home. As for the blind man who was
healed and retrieved his sight, and despite Jesus telling him “go, your faith has saved you,” he followed Him along the road.
Bartimaeus started walking on the road which Jesus was taking. The sight gave his faith a direction. His faith became
enlightened and full of life.

By the same token, we are called by the Lord Jesus to follow Him on the road. The road of the faithful is the same as his
master’s, fraught with anguish, cross and death. Yet it is a road that leads to the resurrection.

In this last week of the lent season, the Church calls us to complete our readiness in the faith, imitate Bartimaeus and
follow Jesus so we understand the mystery of His passion, crucifixion and death. These steps are not separate from the
reality of our lives, but they are rather the ultimate expression of this reality. The disciple who has faith in the resurrection
can carry the cross of their life with all its anguish and death, to attain with Jesus victory over death through the
resurrection.

Next Sunday is Hosanna Sunday in which we start living the season of the Passion Week. | encourage you to take a copy of
the program which contains the details of the masses and spiritual activity times throughout the Passion Week, from
Hosanna Sunday to the New Sunday.

s usual, Hosanna Sunday is the only Sunday of the year in which we come in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in
Lebanon and generously give to Caritas Lebanon. | encourage you all to help the needy through this wonderful organisation
which is carrying out acts of charity throughout Lebanon and the world. | would like also to remind you to bring the poor
boxes back to the parish to collect them and send them to the offices of Caritas Australia.

[ wish you a blessed and fruitful week so your lent journey can be blessed and prayerful.

Father Tony Sarkis



Pearly beloved,

It is not a coincidence that the Maronite Church chooses the Gospel of the Blind on the last
Sunday before Palm Sunday. In the Maronite tradition, Lent is a journey of increasing in
discipleship to Jesus Christ and preparing to encounter Him, risen from the dead.

s we near the end of this journey, we follow in the example of the disciples whose eyes were
opened, and they were able to understand the truth of Jesus so they can enter Jerusalem with
Him, knowing that He is the King of Kings and only Saviour. This is also our Lenten journey,
moving from knowing Jesus as a miracle worker, to recognising Him as the loving Redeemer.

"My teacher, let me see again" (Mk 10: 51) was the cry and desire of the blind man. What we
need today, as individuals and community, is to also cry out to the Lord: “Master, help us to see

again!”

In our world today, we sometimes only care about personal interests and are obsessed with superficial matters. We
become victims to three currents sweeping societies, namely: relativism, consumerism and indifference.

Relativism is the willingness of people to accept concepts based on personal opinions, emotions or self-interest. Relativism
allows double standards to exist: what may be in fact a morally wrong thing to do, may be acceptable for someone else

because it is convenient or because it is their personal preference. However, truth is universal in nature —

changing.

it is never

Consumerism is “spending more than we need, a lack of austerity in life; it is an enemy of generosity” (Pope Francis). It can

make us slaves to material things.

Indifference is in fact the opposite of love, because love demands action.

Indifference is a lack of concern for others and

their needs or problems. It is a sign of selfishness that often characterises our world.

| hope we are not victims to those three currents! Lord, give us the faith of the blind man and his insight, to recognize any
blindness within us and seek you to help us see again.

Come Alive

What’s the feeling you get when
you can’t get phone or wifi
reception? | bet you spend so
much time trying to make it
work. So why don’t we do this for
when God is trying to connect to
us? Spending less time to detect
His voice makes our lives
emptier...you don’t believe me?
Try responding to His call this Lent
and see the difference it’ll make in your life.

Annette at Come Alive shared with us ways to respond to
Gods grace- aka- His “signal” or His “call” within
us. “Detecting Gods Signal” we learnt, meant that we should
be: Reading more about Eucharistic miracles, sitting in
silence in front of our Lord, saying little prayers throughout
the day and trusting in His healing power with anything we
face. The game played taught us to “attack” items that
belonged to us when our number was called - luckily no one
got injured. But the message was to listen well and respond
strongly. The same is encouraged in detecting a signal from
God- having a disposition in our hearts to act on when He
calls!

The night ended inside the church, facing our Lord, and
being one in His company, waiting for His signal. So now,
will you make that choice to pick up the phone when He
calls you?

Sayde Hadchiti

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Family Corner

My husband and | recently joined the §#
OLOL Family Committee (FC). To be
honest, when | was asked to join, | was
jumping for joy and my ‘Yes’ came
forward instantly.

The main mission of the FC (as stated in|
OLOL website) is “Like the Holy Family of‘ :
Nazareth, the committee models itself on g
the truth and beauty of the Maronite E
Catholic faith, to strengthen the sense of
belonging to the church, to the
community and to society in general.”
Coming from the Syriac Catholic church, |
truly felt a sense of belonging to this community since we are
united in our faith and in our liturgy. It was also through this
wonderful committee that we came to know so many
beautiful parishioners and their families and have established
long-term friendships that are nourished by prayer and love
for one another.

My first exposure to the Family Committee was through the
various activities they have arranged that my family and |
have participated in. This includes the Married Couples
retreat, Spiritual Family day out, Family Picnics & the Sunday
brunches after the 9:30am mass. In addition to that, we have
been participants in their Women & Men Faith Formation
groups that have been running for 5 years and still going
strong. In sporting terms | would be considered a true fan of
the FC and its events.

I can truly testify that since coming to this blessed church 6
years ago, my life and my family’s life has been completely
transformed by the grace and love of God through the
mission of the OLOL Family Committee.

Rana Baraz



Parish Camera
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MYO World’s Greatest Shave
An amazing initiative from our volunteers who managed to
raise over $15,000 for the Leukemia Foundation

Commumty Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contractors /

Major Security of Payment ENVISION MOR TGACH
Legislation Changes Coming in
2 CALL NATALIE BOUSTANI
/fv ////m*v/m'ﬂ/u 2019 That Could Massively
Impact Your Construction 0410 244 160

Business! Are You R'Eﬂd"f? Pre-approvals = Refinance
) Home loans = Car finance

9635 6655 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU
Learm more at:
www.academylegal.com.au/0OLOL




Parish Notice Board

Sunday 7 April: Sunday of the Blind
8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality

9:30am One Year Nehmtallah Nakhle Khoury from Bane

11:00am 40 Day Lody Youssef Dagher wife of Rimond Boulos
Saab from Chatine Tannourine

2:30pm Wehbe Antonios Wehbe from Blouza (The Father of
Fr Sam) (died in Lebanon)

5:00pm 40 Day Dora Najib Hanna Nehme widow of the late
Karam Antonios Karam from Kfarsghab

7:00pm Abla Said Khoreiche widow of the late Naji Moussa
Khoreiche from Ein Ebel (died in Lebanon)

Monday 8 April

6:00pm 40 Day Nasr Hanna Nakhel Lattouf from Karm EI Mohr

Wednesday 10 April
11:30am Mass followed by lunch at Church Hall organised
by the sodality

Thursday 11 April
6:00pm 40 Day Doumit Hanna Nakhoul from Karm EI Mohr

Saturday 13 April:

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of the

sinners and the sick for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at

Fatima followed by a lunch organised by the sodality

3:30pm 40 Day Semaan Boutros Kalim El Khoury from
Mazraat El Touffah

6:00pm One Year Mahab Khoury Hanna Abood wife of
Tannous Semaan Kostantine from Kfarsghab

Sunday 14 April: Hosanna (Palm) Sunday

8:00am Mass and Procession (Arabic/English)
11:00am Mass and Procession (Arabic/English)
4:00pm Mass and Procession (Arabic/English)

7:00pm Mass and Procession (English)

9:30pm Rite of the Arrival at Harbour (Arabic/English)
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Midday Prayers
“O Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”
As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

7 Churches Bus Pilgrimage
When Thursday 18 April 2019
Location & Departure Time OLOL at 8:30pm
Cost $20pp (includes bus hire, food & drink)
Contact Helena Katrib 0415 031 309

Announcements

Detailsitolfollow.

Mother’s Day Harbour Cruise
When Tuesday 07 May 2019 Cost $85 per person incl. Food, Transport
& Entertainment, 4 hour Harbour Cruise
Departure 9am From OLOL Return 2.45pm
Tickets Church Office & 5 Loaves Café | Contact Joan 0411 709 249

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Maronites on Mission Sleep Out
Mission will be hosting their first ever Sleep Out Fundraiser to continue their mission
of bringing the Gospel to life every week to those less fortunate.
Join us on the 12th April at the St Nehmetallah Centre in Appin
to brave the cold and experience a night of homelessness and raise money for this cause.
For more information, to register or to donate head over to maronitesonmission.com
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna

5y Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa
2\ and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Salim Wadih

Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa,

Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Arnold Lubany, Renan Reyes, Vicoy, school and college schoolmates who are
deceased, Youssef Malkoun and all the deceased from his family, Karim Kesrwany, Nelly and her husband Antoun and their son Michael Abou Hamad,
Ibrahim Khoudair & his wife Leila & their Son in Law John Keawi, George Mabsat & Mtanios and Saideh Saba, All the souls in purgatory
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