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www.olol.org.au

Sunday Of The Paralytic

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some
days, it was reported that he was at home. So
many gathered around that there was no longer
room for them, not even in front of the door;
and he was speaking the word to them. Then
some people came, bringing to him a paralysed
man, carried by four of them. And when they
could not bring him to Jesus because of the
crowd, they removed the roof above him; and
after having dug through it, they let down the
mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your
sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes
were sitting there, questioning in their hearts,
“Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is
blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that
they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you
raise such questions in your hearts? Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,” or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat
and walk’? But so that you may know that the
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins”- he said to the paralytic - “l say to you,
stand up, take your mat and go to your home.”
And he stood up, and immediately took the mat
and went out before all of them; so that they
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We
have never seen anything like this!”.

Mk 2:1-12

Al e it Dear Parishioners,

There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather Stations of the

Cross, Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in

Arabic at 5.30pm and Stations of the Cross/Evening
Prayers at 8pm in English.
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Next Sunday’s Readings
Sunday of The Blind

2Cor 10: 1-7
Mk 10: 46-52

Brothers and sisters, the sins of some people
are conspicuous and precede them to
judgment, while the sins of others follow them
there. So also good works are conspicuous; and
even when they are not, they cannot remain
hidden. Let all who are under the yoke of
slavery regard their masters as worthy of all
honour, so that the name of God and the
teaching may not be blasphemed. Those who
have believing masters must not be
disrespectful to them on the ground that they
are members of the church; rather they must
serve them all the more, since those who
benefit by their service are believers and
beloved. Teach and urge these duties.
Whoever teaches otherwise and does not agree
with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the teaching that is in accordance with
godliness, is conceited, understanding nothing,
and has a morbid craving for controversy and
for disputes about words. From these come
envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions, and
wrangling among those who are depraved in
mind and bereft of the truth, imagining that
godliness is a means of gain.

1Tim 5: 24 - 6:5

Dear Lord,
| come to you
to lay all of my worries at your feet.
Today was challenging
and I'm sure tomorrow will be even more.
But | know with you,
| have the strength to handle anything.
Thank you for always being there

and taking my burdens.

In Jesus’ name

Amen!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 05 April from 9:30am - Sat 06 April at 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word The Paralytic

In the fifth week of Lent our Sunday Gospel is the healing of
the paralytic. It is a great miracle that takes place before an
astounded crowd. However, in the background there are
seething mutterings.

Why can’t people be happy? Why can’t people be open to
the grace in their lives? Why can’t people rejoice when
others find blessing? Unfortunately, there are always people
who are negative, lack appreciation, hard hearted, fixed on
doing no good, put up blockages, show little mercy, lack
compassion. Jesus encountered this time and time again,
and when he healed the paralytic, the grumblings and
accusations emerged again.

Pespite the wonderful healing of a paralytic, the Pharisees
could only bitterly complain. Jesus’ good was rewarded with
verbal abuse. In the First Letter to Timothy, we hear the
same issue of those who do ‘not agree with the sound words
of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (v3). Such a negative complainer is
described as, ‘understanding nothing, and has a morbid
craving for controversy and for disputes about words. From
there come envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions’ (v4).

[t is a miserable world when people cannot recognise the
good, when they are bereft of love. The invitation this Lent is
to choose to appreciate the gifts of life, to be open to acts of
compassion, to want to live peaceably, to make a
determined effort to ease the burdens of others, and to
rejoice at the good shown to others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On the fifth Sunday of the blessed season of Lent, our mother the Church calls us to reflect on
the story of the paralysed man, his four mates and their community which was gathered
around Jesus. Through this story, we come to know the true essence of grace: every touch of
mercy in our lives is a call for repentance. Through repentance the soul is healed. Healing the

soul is required before healing the body.

The Gospel of the paralysed man has a special place in the liturgical memory of the Church. It is
the passage that focusses more than any other Sunday passages during lent on the Sacrament
of Penance. In fact, is there a lent without repentance and confession?

The Logic of Jesus Is Different to The Logic of The World

Teens Corner

Lsast Saturday, a talk led by Joseph Ghalloub for the Year 8
teens involved providing points and strategies in order to
assist them in their Lenten journey. The talk was centred
around “what to do on the halftime break”, and included the
leaders wearing jerseys to further engage the teens in the
concept of “halftime”. This talk encapsulated the main
pitfalls that we as Maronite Catholics may face when
progressing through the season of Lent, specifically at the
halfway point.

The teens were kept thoroughly engaged by many analogies
and interactive activities. They were reminded of the
struggle that our Lord faced in the desert and were pushed
to overcome temptation in their daily lives, just as He did.

By arming the teens with adequate knowledge on how to
combat certain temptations throughout their lives, they
were aided in growing in their spirituality towards

holiness. This in turn was followed by discussion groups,
where the teens broke off into smaller groups with their
leaders, and they were able to discuss all the information
they had been provided with. This yielded many fruitful
conversations, where the teens were able to receive more
specific advice regarding certain aspects of their lives.
Following this, the teens re-joined, and there was some time
to reflect on their Lenten journey so far, and how they can
improve their lives for the rest of Lent and beyond.

Patrick Mardini

The fruit of a good repentance is forgiveness, getting rid of sins and debts, boundless peace and joy toward God and the human. Who
does not experience a wonderful inner peace and an indescribable joy when practicing this sacrament? The closer we are to God, the
more we become aware of our sin and of the greatness of the Sacrament of Penance. The farther we are from God, the weaker is our
awareness of our sin. The distance between us and God reduces the level of confrontation necessary to discern our situation and
scrutinise it.

The confession, for which the Church has rites, holds celebrations and calls to practice it, stressing its importance on every
occasion, is a call for transformation from what is visible to the invisible. When the soul is healed, it leads to the Kingdom of God, while
the body, even after being endowed with the grace of healing, will relapse one day and wear off.

How moving was the scene of the crowds gathered around Jesus, overflowing that place where he was. But He is here too in the
confessional with all His mercy! How lovely would it be to see the confessionals similarly overcrowded by all of us, clergy and lay people,
like the situation in Capernaum where the four men lowered down their paralytic friend to bring him to Jesus.

[s it not strange what the paralytic’s four friends did? They challenged all difficulties and lowered him down from the roof, as one united
group, as if they were interacting with the gifts of the Holy Spirit without realising it! As usual, the Lord Jesus surprised them and went
far beyond what they were asking for. His logic is different to that of the world. He goes to the essence: “your sins are forgiven.” But to
demonstrate to the crowd that his authority to forgive sins is authentic, he made the paralytic stand up before them.

How about you? Would you go beyond what people ask from you? Do you know how to read what is beyond the direct need? Do we
realise that behind every request, the question is: “do you love me?” Do you know that love is the only need for all people? And if you
have experienced the peace and joy of the Sacrament of Penance and touched by this love, why do you not take it to others? Why do
you not proclaim the source of this love around you and bring those who are far, those who have been paralysed by sin, to the
confessional as the paralytic’s friends did so they can heal?

Come, do not be late! The Lord is waiting.
Father Tony Sarkis



Vlessage to the Clergy and Faithful of the Maronite

[ refer to a story that was on a television program on Monday 25 March 2019 about a
case involving Mrs Rose Elias, a Maronite parishioner, and Fr Pierre El Khoury, a priest
of the Maronite Eparchy of Australia.

[ acknowledge that Mrs. Elias and her family have expressed grievances to me in late
2016, which we attempted to mediate at the time. My mediation was necessarily
limited as the family had commenced proceedings in the Lebanese civil courts,

as is their right.

Contrary to the assertions made in the episode, | have met with the Elias family in the
past in an attempt to assist them, but it became clear to me that the matter was
beyond the scope of my authority and it was a matter for the civil courts. In addition,
contrary to what was reported, | did not make any financial commitment to the Elias
family. However, | committed to do my best to assist the family to resolve the matter. The family was and is
always welcome to speak to me or meet with me.

[ would like to indicate that the case and allegations are between the family and one priest, not against the
Maronite Church nor any parish. The alleged actions are those of one person of the clergy. Parishioners need to
be assured that our Eparchy is blessed with good priests who serve their parishes with loyalty, sacrifice and
devotion. | am personally grateful for their efforts and work, and | am saddened that the story in the media is
very embarrassing for our entire Maronite Church and tarnished the image of our clergy.

In correspondence and meetings with Fr Pierre El Khoury, | urged him to resolve the issues with the family in a
proper Christian manner, worthy of a priest. As mentioned earlier, attempts at reconciliation were not successful.
My decision to wait for the final decision of the civil court in Lebanon, before taking any further action, was not a
matter of carelessness or insensitivity, but of prudence.

[ have now asked Fr Pierre El Khoury to take personal leave until the matter is canonically investigated and
finalised. This is not, however, to conclude that we have judged the matter adversely against Fr Pierre or for him.

[t is important to note that the Elias family are members of our Maronite community, and | am concerned for
their suffering and | will personally make every attempt to rebuild their trust in the Church.

[ do acknowledge that many Maronites are hurting today because of this story and | share your pain. | apologise,
if at any time, you have felt that a member of the clergy did not live up to your expectations or made mistakes.
Never give up on Jesus or your faith because of human failures. We are not exempt from error or sin. But we
are a pilgrim Church, looking to our Lord and Saviour and called in love to accompany one another in prayer.

We also ask Our Lady, the Mother of God and Mother of our Maronite Church, to pray with us and for us, that
we may be faithful to her Son and attain our ultimate goal: eternal joy with Him in the Father’s Kingdom.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Seniors Corner

The Blessings of Our Lord be with you all dear brothers
and sisters in Christ, the Senior's Committee has been
enjoying our precious seniors' company every second §
Thursday. We attended Mass and had lunch at Saint &
Nematullah church, it was a wonderful day.

We had a Blessed day with the guidance of our spiritual
leader Fr Bernard, where we renewed our Faith with [ {
Holy Mass and the stations of the Cross so that we can
grow and prosper in this Holy Season of Lent

We look forward to our Easter lunch on the 25th of April.
Have a Blessed Holy Week and may the Light of Easter s
shine in your hearts. =

Sonia Abi-Rached |



Parish Camera

‘We thank the NSW Government
for their generous grant of $10K
that supported our Christmas Carols by
Candlelight Community Event 2018.
Special thanks to our local member

- Uil & 4 9 , “f ‘ 1: -
' A RN Geoff Lee and the Multicultural Minister
= ’ | ar: . )
" Sen“)rs Mass & I_unch "y : Ray Williams, for their support!’.

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contractors /
Hajﬂl' St"fUﬂfP Df Pﬂ}’m::‘ﬂ[ ENMVISION MOR T ACE

; Legislation Changes Coming in
/4- ////mym}w 2019 That Could Massively
. Impact Your Construction 0410 244 160

Business! Are You REﬂd'f? Pre-approvals = Refinance
) Home loans =  Car finance

CALL NATALIE BOUSTANI

9635 6615 ‘ INFO@SBTR.COM.AU
Leam more at:
www.academylegal.com.au/OLOL arisionmongagasenicas | nataliagenisionmongagesarvices ce




Parish Notice Board

Sunday 31 March: Sunday of the Paralytic
11:00am Mass in the presence of President Amine Joumayel

and his wife
5:00pm One Year Bachir Antonios Younis from Blouza

Monday 1 April

10:30am Funeral Antoine Chahid Halabi from Zgharta

6:00pm Rosa Youssef Chidiac widow of the late Ibrahim
Hanna Fakhry from Becharre (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 3 April
11:30am Mass followed by lunch at Church Hall

Saturday 6 April
6:00pm One Year Barbar Gerges Mawad from Zgharta

Sunday 7 April: Sunday of the Blind

8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality

9:30am One Year Nehmtallah Nakhle Khoury from Bane

11:00am 40 Day Lody Youssef Dagher wife of Rimond Boulos
Saab from Chatine Tannourine

2:30pm Wehbe Antonios Wehbe from Blouza (The Father of
Fr Sam) (died in Lebanon)

5:00pm 40 Day Dora Najib Hanna Nehme widow of the late
Karam Antonios Karam from Kfarsghab
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Midday Prayers
“O Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”
As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

Holy Week & Easter Volunteers Briefing
When Monday 01 April 2019
Location Seniors Room (Ground Level, CYPC)
For further information or to volunteer
Contact Joanne 0427 503 008

Announcements

AnnualiParish'Gala Dinner

Mother’s Day Harbour Cruise
When Tuesday 07 May 2019 Cost $85 per person incl. Food, Transport
& Entertainment, 4 hour Harbour Cruise
Departure 9am From OLOL Return 2.45pm
Tickets Church Office & 5 Loaves Café | Contact Joan 0411 709 249

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Maronites on Mission Sleep Out
Mission will be hosting their first ever Sleep Out Fundraiser to continue their mission
of bringing the Gospel to life every week to those less fortunate.
Join us on the 12th April at the St Nehmetallah Centre in Appin
to brave the cold and experience a night of homelessness and raise money for this cause.
For more information, to register or to donate head over to maronitesonmission.com
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna
@ Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa

. and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Salim Wadih
X Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa,
Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Kenny Sassine (T) Youssef Habib Daher Tawk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Zeina and Majid Dib & Charbel & Tony Nehaymeh,
Joseph Melan
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