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Sunday of The of the Prodigal Son

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two
sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.” So he divided his property between them. A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and
travelled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he
had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed the piﬁs. He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he
sbaid,d’How r?]anydof my fathkt)ar'shhiredI han(cjis hav?
read enough and to spare, but here | am dying o i
hunger! | will get up and go to my father, and | will weak and you are strong. This is what we pray
say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and for, that you may become perfect. So | write

before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your | Next Sunday’s Readings i i
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” So he set v & these things while | am away from you, so that

Brothers and sisters, Examine yourselves to see
whether you are living in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not realise that Jesus Christ
is in you? — unless, indeed, you fail to meet the
test! | hope you will find out that we have not
failed. But we pray to God that you may not do
anything wrong — not that we may appear to
have met the test, but that you may do what is
right, though we may seem to have failed. For
we cannot do anything against the truth, but
only for the truth. For we rejoice when we are

off and went to his father. But while he was still far | Sunday of The Paralytic | when | come, | may not have to be severe in
off, his father saw him and was filled with _ 1Tim 5:24-6:5 using the authority that the Lord has given me
E%Te%af]ﬁgﬁ%ﬂggat?]ggg#g;ig'igrm%?fg:t?]deg'fnhgcg Mk 2: 1-12 for building up and not for tearing down.

sinned against heaven and before you; | am no Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things
Ion§er worthy to be called your son.” But the father in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the h 'I. . - and th ! d of | d
best one — and IEUt it on him; put a ring on his finger another, live in peace; and the God of love an
and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and peace will be with you. Greet one another with

kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of

found!” And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
son was in the field; and when he came and _ communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 2Cor 13: 5-13

He called one of the slaves and asked what was

going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
got him back safe and sound.” Then he became angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and began
to plead with him. But he answered his father,

’Il_ister;! For all thdeﬁ.]years I ha\ée b%en vglorking like a Dear Lord,
slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your . .
command; yet you have never given me even a In my times of doubt and feeling lost, I ask

young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends.

But when this son of yours came back, who has that you direct me and guide me back to you.

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed B i i

the fatted calf for him!” Then the father said to him, e with me op oy jolirney to heaven and help
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is me to always focus on my heavenly rewards.
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because

this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; Turn my eyes and heart away from all the
he was lost and has been found.’ . . . .

Lk 15: 11-32 temptations of this materialistic world.
Dear Parishioners Help me to always remember that just like
There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather Stations of the the prodigal son, you will always accept me

Cross, Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in
Arabic at 5.30pm and Stations of the Cross/Evening
Prayers at 8pm in English. Amen!

back home with a warm heart and open arms.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Prodigal Son

In our Lenten journey we are greeted this Sunday with the
Parable of the Prodigal Son. The message of forgiveness and
love are palpable. It is a reminder that Lent is a time to turn
back home and fall into the open and loving arms of God.

Our First Reading is taken from Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians and like the Parable of the Prodigal Son, it is an
invitation to return, to choose what matters, to trust in love.

No one is perfect. We all make mistakes, we stray, we become
defensive, we live in denial, we avoid truth, we hurt and cry, we
feel lost and helpless, we know shame and anger. Yet there is
always the choice to turn around. As Paul puts it simply, ‘Test
yourselves’ (v5). There comes a point in time, like the Prodigal
son, where we need to stop and take a long, hard and honest
look at ourselves and make a determined choice to turn our
back on what is and head off home.

What is the home we return to for hope and healing? It is the
place where we can find acceptance, forgiveness and love. A
place of warmth and sustenance. The parable of the prodigal
son is very much about the father, the parent that waits and
waits for the child’s return. The God that stands, open armed,
ready to embrace. The figure of love that opens their heart and
welcomes the lost into their comforting presence.

Paul writes, ‘But we pray to God that you may not do anything
wrong’ (v7). Again we read, ‘For we rejoice when we are weak
and you are strong. This is what we pray for, that you may
become perfect’ (v9). So this Lent, let us focus on the father in
the parable and grow to show unconditional forgiveness and
hope for those in need of love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We are now in the fourth week of the blessed Lent Season, right in the middle of the road in our journey to-

wards the glorious resurrection.

On this Sunday, and through the parable of the Prodigal Son, the Lord Jesus places three persons before our
eyes: a younger son who divides his father’s estate to take his share of it, an older son — a “good man” —so to
speak, who has stayed in his father’s house refusing the return of his brother, and an father who respects the

freedom of his younger son and receives him with great love

despite everything that he has done, pleading with his older son, the “good man”, to come into the house
after the return of his brother so that the whole family can be reunited.

The father covered the face of his son with his bosom when he embraced him to cover his sin, and started to
rebuild him. He wanted to create him again, as the Psalm says: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a

new and right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51: 10).

For the father, that sinner is his son, equal to his brother who did not leave his fatherly home, “he is my son
and your brother.” This is what the father meant to say to his older son. When the father forgave his son, he

Blessed Is The One Who Perseveres Under Trial

When we think of blessings, we
think of things we’ve been given. It
might be our family, friends, a
relationship, recovery, money-or
just a feeling of everything
working out and falling into place.
The reality for most of us is that a
lot of our blessings are unseen.

We experience pain, suffering, loss, illness, poverty,
persecution, and challenging times. We can think 'Where's the
blessing in that?' When we look at the Sermon on the Mount
(Mt 5-7), we read in the Beatitudes a whole list of people who
are blessed. These aren't the usual kind of blessings. They show
the upside-down nature of God's kingdom. It's the people who
are humble, impoverished, facing persecution and under trial
who are called blessed—not the successful, famous and rich.

These blessings aren't material things, or even about other
people. They're about us and God. Here's just couple: 'God
blesses those who are poor and realise their need for Him, for
the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs' (Mt 5:3), 'You're blessed when
your commitment to God provokes persecution. The
persecution drives you 'even deeper into God's Kingdom: (Mt
5:10). We're blessed, even when we least feel it, because we
have God close to us.

The Bible says: ‘Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial
because, having stood the test, that person will receive the
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love
Him.” It’s possible for us to feel blessed in the messy everyday
life because we know we’ve been given the incredible gift of
eternal life

Vision 180

“He is my son and your brother”

re-begot him, or rather he recreated him again. This father is the reflection of our heavenly Father. Why do we then remain prisoners of
the past? Let us rejoice in God’s forgiveness and mercy and reclaim our status as His children. We can then set out, after receiving His
forgiveness, to a new life in which we stay in union with the Lord.

Which of these three persons are you? How many times you wanted to take from other people’s gifts? How many times have you had
mercy on others? And if you were that brother who did not divide his father’s wealth, would you be able to receive your brother who
had divided it and went away and returned bankrupt? What is your reaction to your father who is asking you to come in? Do you want
to be the son who is in the likeness of his father because he knows the meaning of mercy or the other son?

@od is awaiting you to cover your face with his mercy and love through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The gates of the Cathedral and
the confessionals are open and the Lord is waiting for you. Come in, do not be afraid. These doors are open during masses, adoration
and by appointment.

This week we celebrate the feast of two women who keep helping us to help ourselves to reach Christ and discover his mercy. On
Saturday, we celebrated the feast of Saint Rafka, the good and distinguished role model for all of us. Through her pains, Saint Rafka was
able to unite herself with the passion of Jesus on the cross. She is now teaching us to do the same at the moments of our failure and
despair. On Monday, we are celebrating the Feast of the Annunciation, the day when Mary said “yes” to God and played a major role in
delivering the human from evil. Through their prayers and intercession, they make it easier for us to reach Jesus. May their prayers be
always with you so we know how to follow their examples in order to get up from our sin and walk towards the Father’s house.

@et up and let us imitate the Prodigal Son and his humility with courage, and let us be open to the mystery of mercy where we find our
merciful Father awaiting us with open arms. Through this step, each one of us can say publicly “I am the repentant prodigal son who has
known the mercy of God; | am the real hero.”

Father Tony Sarkis
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Message Fr

@early beloved,

In the liturgical tradition and the history of the Maronite Antiochian Syriac Church, the gospel
of the Prodigal Son takes a significant place. The Maronite Divine Office for the Season of Lent
refers to the Prodigal Son in hymns and prayers, as a call to the faithful to repent and return

to the Lord.

This parable of the Prodigal Son is a Gospel of sin, repentance and reconciliation and the

Maronite Church reflects on it on fourth Sunday of Lent, the middle of the Sundays of Lent.
The first Sunday, the entrance to Lent, serves as an introduction, in which we remember the
transformation of water into wine at the wedding of Cana, to indicate that Lent is a time of
change. The Seventh Sunday, Palm Sunday, serves as a goal, where we arrive to the port to
meet Jesus our Saviour and start on a new path. Throughout Lent, the Gospels guide us to

heal and to repent.

St Ephrem was a Syriac Poet, teacher, orator and defender of the faith, also recognized as a Doctor of the Church who lived
in the 4" century. The words below about our shame that prevents from leaving the pig sty and running with confidence to

the loving Father are attributed to him:

“Do not be ashamed to turn back and say boldly: | will arise and go to my Father. Arise and go! He will accept you
and will not reproach you, but rather rejoice at your return. He awaits you; just do not be ashamed and do not

hide from the face of God as did Adam....

Imitate the prodigal son: leave the city that starves you. Come and beseech him and you shall behold the glory of
God. Your face shall be enlightened and you will rejoice in the sweetness of paradise. Glory to the Lord and Lover

of mankind who saves us.”

(Excerpt from ‘A Spiritual Psalter’ No. 27 p.54, Bishop Theophan the Recluse)

Fersen Corner

Attachment

When a baby can't see their, mum they cry. They only
stop crying when their mum carries them or gives
them attention. The dummy can be given but it won't
solve the problem. It's temporary. The baby wants
their mum! The same can be said about God. We are
His children and He is our Father. We cry, cry and cry
and what makes us happy? The TV? Chocolate?
Ice-cream? These are all things that do not last. The
real cry we have within us is a cry of LOVE. When we
call upon His Holy Name in prayer, He will come to us
and He will make us feel loved. This is the attachment
we need in our life, not the attachment to things that
are temporary.

Coming up at Fersen:
Palm Procession 13th April 2019 1-3pm

Weekly Mary Home Visits

For all registered Fersen families, if you would like
Mary to visit your home for a week, please see one of
the Fersen leaders.

Ann Boutros

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Youth Corner

“If your life is Full of noise you can’t
listen to God. If your life is full of
noise, you can’t listen to other

people” Bishop  Christopher §§
Prowse ¢

Very often we lack the compassion :
owed by us to others due to the resentment and anger that
has been influenced on us by the secular world. Our pride,
though sometimes acted up upon unknowingly, can distract
us from making the choices that lead us straight to Christ. We
find ourselves asking “What more do you want from me
Lord?” rather than “What more can | do for you Lord?”.

During my time at World Youth Day in Panama, | was able to
experience the indescribable joy that radiated from many
pilgrims from around the world. Each one imitating the
servitude of Mary to Our Lord. “If you want to be joyful, if
you want to be happy, if you want your life to be
transformed, there is only one way to Jesus Christ, and that is
through Mary”

We learned that through our silence and observances, we are
able to imitate the love we have for Christ by our actions
towards other people.

Every Tuesday night the OLOL Youth will be pilgrimaging to a
different Parish as part of the MYDC prayer pilgrimage. We
invite you all to join us as we unite to grow in Faith and Love
of Christ.

Joanne Elias
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Givin Y Tar et
Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

S5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans:

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

o ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contractors /
ll/bé{w/é L e Major Security of Payment ENVISION MORTGACH
- Legislation Changes Coming in
' 7 - CALL NATALIE BOUSTANI
/4»- /1//(»(%-/(,1//5 2019 That Could Massively
. Impact Your Construction 0410 244 160

Business! Are You Rﬂﬂd"f? Pre-approvals = Refinance

9635 6615 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU i g o P iy e

Leam more at:
www.academylegal.com.au/OLOL




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 24 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son

11:00am One Year Samia Adib Touma from Fowara- Elchouf

wife of William Edmond Moussa from Sebhel

5:00pm Doumit Moussa Bou Francis from Haref Ardeh (died
in Lebanon)

Monday 25 March: The Annunciation
6:00pm Samia Aboud widow of the late Elias Abou Samra
from Damour (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 26 March
6:00pm Norma Rouphael Joubeir widow of the late

Antoun Joubeir (Brother of Fr Paul Joubeir) from Eintourine
(died in Adelaide)

Wednesday 27 March
11:30am Mass followed by lunch at Church Hall organised by
the sodality

Saturday 30 March
6:00pm 40 Day John Ishak from Kfarsghab

Sunday 31 March: Sunday of the Paralytic

11:00am Mass in the presence of President Amine Joumayel
and his wife

5:00pm One Year Bachir Antonios Younis from Blouza
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Announcements

Midday Prayers
“O Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”
As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

Mother’s Day Harbour Cruise
When Tuesday 07 May 2019 Cost $85 per person incl. Food, Transport
& Entertainment, 4 hour Harbour Cruise
Departure 9am From OLOL Return 2.45pm
Tickets Church Office & 5 Loaves Café | Contact Joan 0411 709 249

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

vents / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
oall | gl anl lias] dagy Gl gl S
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Alind) Sy — Al AASI Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adults Events
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna

Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majld George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa
’&)j and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih

Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa,
Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S)
) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) Youssef Habib Daher Tawk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2) Tannous Toufic Bou—Daher, Akl Chebat & his wife Saide Abboud, Kamel Anto-
nios Tanna, Tony Younis & His Family, Sleiman Salman, Joseph Nehmeh, Emile Rizk & Bernadette Tanna, Boutros & Linda Sfeir, Elias Francis & his family,
Mourched Eid & His wife Marina Semaan & their daughter Zeina Semaan, Peter, Labibe Kassoum & Nakieh, Abraham Ghaleb & Enzo Maiolo, Charbel Ne-
heme, Albert Harb, Sayed Kedou, Khalil Issa & His wife Marina, Khosseh Jalis & his wife Meryana, Sayed Yammine & his parents, Khalil & Marina Issa, Yacoub
& Salwa Nassim, Konie Hanna, Youssef Habib Daher Taouk, Youssef Sleiman Khattar & his Parents Sleiman & Saydeh Khattar, Stephanie & Elie Rami Chemaly
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