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Sunday 17 March 2019

‘Ihe good News
fron Your Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

www.olol.org.au

Sunday of The of the Haemorrhaging Woman

Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him,
for they were all waiting for him. Just then there
came a man named Jairus, a leader of the
synagogue. He fell at Jesus’ feet and begged him to
come to his house, for he had an only daughter,
about twelve years old, who was dying. As he went,
the crowds pressed in on him. Now there was a
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages
for twelve years; and though she had spent all she
had on physicians, no one could cure her. She came
up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes,
and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then
Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all denied it,
Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and
press in on you.” But Jesus said, “Someone touched
me; for | noticed that power had gone out from me.”
When the woman saw that she could not remain
hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before
him, she declared in the presence of all the people
why she had touched him, and how she had been
immediately healed. He said to her, “Daughter, your
faith has made you well; go in peace.” While he was
still speaking, someone came from the leader’s
house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble
the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, he
replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be
saved.” When he came to the house, he did not
allow anyone to enter with him, except Peter, John,
and James, and the child’s father and mother. They
were all weeping and wailing for her; but he said,
“Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.” And
they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But
he took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get
up!” Her spirit returned, and she got up at once.
Then he directed them to give her something to eat.
Her parents were astounded; but he ordered them
to tell no one what had happened.

Lk 8: 40-56

Fridays of Lent Dear Parishioners,

There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather Stations of the

Cross, Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in

Arabic at 5.30pm and Stations of the Cross/Evening
Prayers at 8pm in English.

Next Sunday’s Readings
The Parable of the
Prodigal Son
2Cor 13: 5-13
Lk 15: 11-32

Brothers and sisters, | often boast about you; |
have great pride in you; | am filled with
consolation; | am overjoyed in all our affliction.
For even when we came into Macedonia, our
bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted in
every way — disputes without and fears within.
But God, who consoles the downcast, consoled
us by the arrival of Titus, and not only by his
coming, but also by the consolation with which
he was consoled about you, as he told us of
your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me,
so that | rejoiced still more. For even if | made
you sorry with my letter, | do not regret it
(though | did regret it, for | see that | grieved
you with that letter, though only briefly).
Now | rejoice, not because you were grieved,
but because your grief led to repentance; for
you felt a godly grief, so that you were not
harmed in any way by us. For godly grief
produces a repentance that leads to salvation
and brings no regret, but worldly grief produces
death. For see what earnestness this godly grief
has produced in you, what eagerness to clear
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what
longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every
point you have proved yourselves guiltless in
the matter.

2Cor 7: 4-11

Merciful Lord, in times of distress You answer
the prayers of our hearts when we have no
words. Let our faith in You strengthen our will
to persevere in love for You.

Amen.

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795 Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883.




Haemorrhaging
Woman

Light from the Word

Saint Rafka Pietra Chobok El Rayes

In this Season of Lent our Gospel passage focuses on the
haemorrhaging woman, one who had known many years of
suffering and ostracisation. Yet her ailments served to make her
faith stronger than ever.

In approaching Jesus, the haemorrhaging woman had
exhausted all avenues in the pursuit of fullness of life. Twelve
years she endured physical suffering and debilitation. Twelve
years she had gone from one doctor to another, to no avail. Yet
she kept hoping and finally found healing by placing her entire
trust in Jesus.

Our First Reading taken from Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians, is about the numerous struggles and grief that
Paul’s followers experienced. Like the haemorrhaging woman,
Paul acknowledges the good that comes from the pain.

We read, ‘For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to
salvation . . . what eagerness to clear yourselves, what
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what zeal, what
punishment’ (v10-11). And that just may be the case if we

Born in Himlaya, one of the villages of
northern Metn, on 29 June 1832, Rafka was
the only child to her parents who taught
her the love of God and daily .prayer.

Rafka asked God to help her achieve her
desire of entering the monastic life. At Our
Lady of Deliverance monastery in

Bikfaya she heard Him saying to her "You're
becoming a nun." The Mother Superior
accepted her without any interrogation on
that day.

From Maad to Aito and then to Jrabta, Rafka endured so much
pain and suffering which she asked Jesus for, in order for her to
share in His redemption for the world as a bride and groom. She
lost her sight and became crippled. Total blindness, unbearable
pain in the sides and weakness in the body, only her face was
spared and remained shining till the end. Her right hip and leg

learnt to bear our pains and misfortune a little longer.

> L . were disjointed, the bone of her shoulder altered its position,
Endurance in suffering can produce a noble character in us.

and the vertebra became so apparent. Only her hands stayed
intact, she used them to knit socks and clothes. She always
thanked God for sparing her hands, and always thanked him for
making her a part of his divine pains.

Unfortunately, in today’s society, any form of suffering or pain
is frowned upon. We want to live in a sanitised world, oblivious
to the suffering out there and denying any suffering and

darkness on our lives. We want to believe that life is carefree

and Disney-like. On March 23, 1914, Rafka rested in peace, after a life of prayer,

service and suffering. She was counting on the Mother of God
and St. Joseph. She was buried in the cemetery of the monas-
tery. Pope John Paul Il declared her Saint on the 10th of June
2001.

Today’s Readings remind us that suffering, hurt and grief, are
part and parcel of life and only in facing our true reality will we
find healing and growth in character. Amen

Subdeacon Dory-Peter Zaouk

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Time Was Made For The Human Not The Opposite

Twelve years of her life were gone while hemorrhaging and no one could help her. All
the physicians of the city knew her very well; she had been their patient for years. They
tried to treat her as much as they could or knew, but were unsuccessful. She exposed
their weakness and limitation as she spent on them all her money without any benefit,
until she became penniless. Yet she did not allow despair to creep into her heart.
Instead, she crept behind the real physician, fully believing that all she needed was just
to touch the fringe of his cloak to heal. A free remedy, finally, yet a very dear one;
touching the Lord of glory!

This lady had no name. We only know her from her nickname, the “hemorrhaging
woman”, as Saint Luke introduces her to us in his Gospel today! Her identity is linked to her illness, an ailment through
which she knew how to glorify the name of God.

This woman could be any one of us! But do we know how to glorify God through our hemorrhage or pain? If you think that
you are not hemorrhaging, stop and think again! What about the hemorrhaging in your faith, patience and needs? What
about the constant hemorrhaging in your family, work and society? How many things are wasted in your life while trying to
limit the loss but in vain?

Jesus was on his way to the house of a man called Jairus who was being tormented as his only daughter was dying. The
hemorrhaging woman touched Jesus so he stopped and the heart of this poor man nearly stopped beating as he was so
worried about his daughter. He thought that the Lord would be late and would not be able to save her. However, this
father would soon realise that he was in the presence of the Lord of time and life. Jesus does everything with calmness and
serenity, never rushing out as if running out of time. He does not allow time to control him. He takes his time to introduce
to the crowd the faith of the hemorrhaging woman. The Lord wanted to give that woman some of his time and reward her
for her courage and faith. Do we know how to give each person in our life their right from our time? Aren’t our multiple
preoccupations states of hemorrhaging in our lives? When would we realise that the time has been made to serve the
human, not the human to serve the time?

Upon this logic, we live in our parish the season of the blessed lent with the Lord through many spiritual and liturgical
activities, especially with the evening prayer and the reflections on the way of the cross every Friday, from the perspective
of the Maronite Spiritual Year and under the theme of “living the Christian values”. You can also experience another
encounter with the Lord, any time you wish, before the 14 stations of the cross at the top of the carpark. In these stations,
we reflect on the glory of the Lord’s passion. In addition, you can pray at the Lourdes grotto at the Cathedral entrance. Take
your time as it was made for your service, not the other way around.

Po not also forget, dear faithful, the act of mercy during this blessed lent by contributing in the work to stop the
hemorrhage of others through supporting the activities of Heaven on Earth which are aimed at the poorest of the poor in
the country of the cedars, Lebanon. More information are available at both entrances of the Cathedral.

Father Tony Sarkis



ear of Maronite Spirituality - Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman

Pearly beloved,

On this third Sunday of the Lent, we read the gospel of Jesus healing the haemorrhaging
woman. Moved by her faith, the woman dared to touch Jesus knowing that He is able to heal
her with one simple touch of the hem of his garment.

In many ways, we are like this haemorrhaging woman: as individuals, as a community, and as
a church. We are bleeding and suffering because of our sins, our selfishness, our division and
our mistakes. We are bleeding because we do not always live up to our role as true witnesses
to Christ, to His love, His mercy and His compassion. If we seek Him with the faith of that
woman, He is offering us much more than just the hem of his garment. When we accept to be
“touched” by His Living Word and His Body and Blood in the Eucharist, we can be
transformed. We can also be healed.

Faith and healing are necessary for us now, as a Church, especially as we read the news of Cardinal George Pell’s conviction
and sentencing. This case has no doubt shocked many of us across Australia and all over the world. We believe that
everyone should be equal under the law, and we respect the Australian legal system. As the legal process is not yet
complete, we will not draw any conclusions. We pray that justice is served and that the truth is upheld.

At the forefront of our thoughts and in our prayers are the individuals who have suffered from abuse and their families. We
pray for them and commit ourselves to doing everything possible to help them heal and to ensure that the Church is a safe
place for all, especially the young and the vulnerable.

The courage and audacity of the woman always strike me in this passage of the Bible. She was considered unclean and was
ostracized from society. Yet, she did not lose hope or faith. In her example, we need to get out of our comfort zones, and

come to Jesus, and allow him to heal us and make us whole again.

Heaven On Earth Family Committee

List of Items for Container to

[T i | A
Lebanon  Heaven an Eoanlh

s Microwaves - 4 brand new Kids naooies (Newborn
pies (Newbo

4 new or excellent condition

ng Machines = 4 new or excellent

condition

e Flour=-150x12

5kg

Milk (1 kg bags) - 200

e Can getables (corn, peas, carrots

beans) expiry date 1 year in advance

1000 each

- & ® 8 8 8 8 8 " "

Assorted (new or excellent

condition)
oes - All sizes (3-13 yrs ¢

# Kids clothes - All sizes (newborn - 15yrs old)

1000 o Kids sh d) new
new or excellent condition

o Kids jackets - All Sizes (newborn = 15 yrs old)

new or excellent condition

Blankets — new condition - 15¢

+ Pillows — new condition - 100

* Fan-orced heaters - 10

For any inquiries, please contact:
Subdeacon Robert Albayeh - 0414 447 883 or Charlie Mejalli - 0410 306 009

Heaven on Earth BSB: 067950 A/C No: 00003176 DESCRIPTION: Lebanon

ALL ITEMS TO BE DONATED BY 28™ APRIL 2019

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Last week saw the first of
the Family Committee &=
events for 2019; the much
anticipated Family
Committee and Fersen
Al-Adra Brunch. Besides the
food, it was a chance for
everyone to mix with other
parishioners and included
fun activities for all
children. Parishioners also "=

got the chance to understand what the Fersen and

Family committees provide them to support their spiritual
journeys.

Proceedings were kicked off with a Q&A on lent hosted by Fr.
Tony. Notably, questions were around what do we fast from and
how we should fast according to Maronite traditions and
guidelines. Naturally this generated some good discussion
between families but none more so than the age at which
children can start fasting.....just in case you didn’t know, its
children of communion age.

This event followed our earlier Executive Committee meeting
where we set the dates and focus activities for our journey in
2019 in supporting our Parish families. So please mark these
dates in your calendar and save the dates for some much
needed time with family and friends in our hectic world:

. Parish Family Picnic: 5th May

Brunch: 9th June

Renewal Of Vows: 28th July

Brunch: 13th October

Family Spiritual Day: 10th November

° Brunch: 8th December

Details will be forth coming closer to the events. In the
meantime thank you to everyone who attended our brunch and
we look forward to seeing you all again shortly hopefully at the
Picnic

P.S. Did you know that on Saturday 23rd the Parish has
arranged classes to train any children interested in being
Altar Servers; a great way to involve your kids more in the
sacred mass.



Maronite Icons On The Church's Walls 4{ [ E’

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target
Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

S5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans:

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

- ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contractors /
/ L’/{z‘c//wzz‘ (ocation Major Security of Payment ENVISION MORTGAGE
= Legislation Changes Comingin ., , \ATALIE BOUSTANI
/4%/' a // PCCASLNS 2019 That Could Massively
_ Impact Your Construction Gatle) 244 150
Business! Are You Rﬂad}"? o Pre-approvals Refinance
9635 6615 | INFO@SBTR.COM.AU (] Home loans e Car finance

Leam more at:
www 'ﬂc"]dﬂ m I!FI | e ga l LO0mM.a L”I O LU L @envisionmortgageservices | natalie@envisionmortgageservices.com




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 17 March: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman

9:30am 40 Day Bulus Peter Shidrawi from Hadath El Jebbeh

11:00am 40 Day Nadime Youssef Nader widow of the late
Mikhael Mtanios Nader from Mejdlaya

Tuesday 19 March: Feast of Saint Joseph

Masses 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

Wednesday 20 March

11:30am Mass for the intentions of the mothers for the feast of
Mother’s Day in Lebanon followed by lunch in Church Hall

7:00pm Hanna lbrahim Tabet from Deir Al Ahmar (died in
Brisbane)

Thursday 21 March:

6:00pm Anna Kabalan Esber widow of the priest Nehmtallah
Tansa Khoury from Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 23 March: Feast of Saint Rafka

6:00pm One Year Tannous (Anthony) Boutros Shomar from
Kfarsghab

Sunday 24 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son

11:00am One Year Samia Adib Touma from Fowara- Elchouf wife
of William Edmond Moussa from Sebhel
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Announcements

Midday Prayers
“O Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”
As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

Altar Serving Classes
Adults 18+ Wed 20 March at 8pm | Kindergarten - Y6 Sat 23 March
Y 7-Y12 4pm - 6pm | Contact Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
Emily Dib 0450 693 335
Online www.olol.org.au/committees/altar-servers

Mother’s Day Harbour Cruise
When Tuesday 07 May 2019 Cost $85 per person incl. Food, Transport
& Entertainment | Departure 2.45pm From OLOL
Tickets Church Office & 5 Loaves Café | Contact Joan 0411 709 249

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

vents / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
oall | gl anl lias] dagy Gl gl S
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Alind) Sy — Al AASI Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adults Events
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey
’@)j (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil
ot Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
) Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (l) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of
the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P)
(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) Youssef Habib Daher
Tawk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)

www.ayletmarcharbel.org
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