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Sunday 10 March 2019 www.olol.org.au
Sunday of The Leper

Brothers and sisters, Do not let sin exercise
dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you
obey their passions. No longer present your
members to sin as instruments of wickedness,
but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but
under grace. What then? Should we sin because
we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of
sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
Next Sunday’s Readings | Which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to

In the morning, while it was still very dark,

Jesus got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed. And Simon and his
companions hunted for him. When they found
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for
you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the
neighbouring towns, so that | may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what | came out
to do.” And he went throughout Galilee,

proclaiming the message in their synagogues

and casting out demons. A leper came to him Sunday of the God that you, having once been slaves of sin,
. . . . s Haemorrhaging Woman have become obedient from the heart to the
begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If 2Cor 7: 4-11 form of teaching to which you were entrusted,
you choose, you can make me clean.” Moved Lk 8: 40-56 and that you, having been set free from sin,
. . . have become slaves of righteousness. | am
touched him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be natural limitations. For just as you once pre-
. ] ) sented your members as slaves to impurity and

made clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him, to greater and greater iniquity, so how present

your members as slaves to righteousness for
sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you
him he sent him away at once, saying to him, were free in regard to righteousness. So what
advantage did you then get from the things of
which you now are ashamed? The end of those

and he was made clean. After sternly warning

“See that you say nothing to anyone; but go,

show yourself to the priest, and offer for your things is death. But now that you have been
. freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
cleansing what Moses commanded, as a advantage you get is sanctification. The end is
testimonv to them.” But he went out and began eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but
Y _ & the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so Jesus our Lord.

that Jesus could no longer go into a town Rom 6: 12-23

openly, but stayed out in the country; and
people came to him from every quarter.

Mk 1: 35-45 Oh my Jesus, | cannot describe how much | love
you and long for you. Ignite my heart with the
Dear Parishioners, flame of Your Holy Spirit to
There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather Stations of the carry my Cross with joy, hope and
Cross, Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in surrender. Jesus, remember me when You

Arabic at 6pm and Stations of the Cross/Evening Prayers

at 8pm in English. come into Your kingdom!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795 Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883.




Light from the Word The Leper

s we journey through Lent our Gospel passage today is the
healing of the leper. The miracle is a bold statement about
sin and human perception.

It was understood in the time of Jesus, that if one was
afflicted with any physical ailment it was the result of sin. So
in this instance, the leper would have been viewed as a
sinner and thus excluded from society. Jesus, on the other
hand, thinks otherwise. He chooses to heal the leper and
thus Jesus restores not only the man’s health but also his
standing in society and his hope for a better life.

Our First Reading taken from Paul’s Letter to the Romans
picks up on this theme of being slaves to sin. He writes, ‘For
sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under
law but under grace’ (v14). Paul, like Jesus, opposes the no-
tion that physical ailment is punishment for one’s sins.

Paul then takes it further, urging each person to distance
themselves from sin and what causes harm and instead
insists on righteousness, ‘and that you, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness’ (v18).

Jesus came to set us free from what keeps us down. Jesus
leads us away from sin, invites us into relationships, and
offers us hope for the future, as he did for the leper. So let
us take up the offer of righteousness this Lent, and live in the
grace of God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

1t the beginning of the second week of the blessed Great Lent, the Church highlights for us the miracle of the
leper whom Jesus healed; a story well connected to the school of faith in which we learn all our lives as it reminds

us of God’s mercy for us.

The story of this sick man and outcast is in fact our story with God. Through this story, the hand of God seems to
be with us, even at the time of our extreme weakness and sin. The hand of God is always extended to heal us, k&
whenever we know how to recognise our illness and feel the need for God so we trust in his mercy and cry out to

him with faith, asking him for help.

Progress With Christ

Well-known atheist Madalyn
Murray O'Hair once said. 'Nothing
good has ever come from Christianity,
And if Christianity hasn't, in fact, done
good and produced good we must
reject it.' Was she right? Christ Himself
said, 'You shall know them by their
fruits.' (Mt 7:16)

With every word of Christ that's been preached, lives have been
transformed and incredible good done for society. Take science,
for example. As one expert pointed out, science could never have
originated in any other culture. It couldn't possibly have originated
in the Muslim culture because of its belief in fatalism, which
absolutely prevents any concept of scientific progress. And it
couldn't have originated among the Buddhists, or the Hindus,
because of their belief that the Physical world is an illusion and
that our separation from the divine is merely imagination. Only
through Christianity could science have come to be!

Think about those who have gone into the slums to rescue the
derelict, like the Salvation Army, the City Mission, and the YMCA.
Christians have given themselves to such people as these. Today
with the removal of Scripture from much of our culture, we're
seeing decay and corruption set in. So what's the answer? Jesus
said, 'You are the salt of the earth: (Mt 5:13) . So get your
saltshaker out and start spreading the life-changing truth of God's
Word! Jesus also said, 'You are the light of the world.' (Mt 5:14)
There's not enough darkness in the whole world to extinguish the
light of a small candle. So let your light shine.

Vision 180

“You can make me clean”

How amazing this leper is! He shouts from the bottom of his heart, his trust in Jesus knows no limits, as he his confident that the Lord can cleanse him,
if he wishes to do so! Even more amazing is Jesus who goes beyond every legal and social considerations, extending his hand and touching this unclean
leper who should not be touched according to the law.

€veryone abandoned the leper, but the Lord, with his mercy, took pity on him, extended his hand and touched him. He did not consider him unclean
as Moses’ Law did. The mercy of the Lord came as a response to the faith of the leper and his trust in God’s mercy and his ability to heal him according
to his will.

What about our own leprosy? Is despair creeping into your heart because of your sin? Do you know how to unite with the Lord and say to him: “you
can make me clean”? And after he heals me from the leprosy of sin, do | know how to maintain my purity? Jesus asked the leper to show himself to the
priest and make the offering for his cleansing as prescribed by Moses. How do | act after | leave the confessional booth? How do | act after the mass is
ended and return home?

In his letter to the Romans, Saint Paul warns us today not to allow sin to reign over our mortal bodies, urging us to make every part of our bodies
instruments of uprightness to God. This way, | can fulfil my obligation to the Lord and his mercy in my life. Then in my turn, | can dare to extend a hand
of mercy to others.

The journey of the Great Lent has started. It is the right time for each one of us to withdraw into the spirit of reflection and repentance in order to heal
from the leprosy of sin. While we are preparing ourselves to share in the passion of Christ, his death and resurrection throughout the next seven
weeks, it is beneficial to remember how we can best attain this spiritual nourishment in body and soul. Our Patriarch has given the following
recommendations for all Maronites to follow throughout the Season of Lent:

(] No food or drink from midnight to midday during Lent, with the exception of water (this does not apply to those who require medication during
these hours).

No meat or dairy on Fridays of Lent.

No fasting or abstinence on Saturdays and Sundays (except Easter Saturday).

No fasting or abstinence on the Feast days occurring in Lent; feasts of Saint Joseph, Saint Rafka and the Annunciation.
Abstinence from meat throughout the first week of Lent and throughout the last week of Lent (i.e. Holy Week).

Por us faithful, Lent is the most important season of the year. As Saint Paul says, “if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in
vain.” (1 Cor 15: 14). It is very important then to benefit from this opportunity to revive our faith in knowledge and actions. Let us start deepening our
personal relationship with the crucified Christ and strive to imitate his unconditional love for us so we live his love and mercy towards others.

Father Tony Sarkis
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Message Fr

Pearly beloved,

On this second Sunday of Lent, the Maronite Church reads the miracle of the Healing of the
Leper. The leprosy we reflect upon is not just that of the body but our inner leprosy, the result
of sin. Physically, leprosy erodes the victim's face and body, eventually leading to death.
Spiritually, sin also erodes the human heart and soul, killing in us all that is good and
damaging our relationship with God. Our Lord Jesus Christ came to heal us and redeem our
sins.

The leper came to Jesus with the courage of faith, even though the law forbids him from
associating people. His only desire was to see Jesus, and to plead with him with complete
confidence and acceptance of His will: "If you choose you can make me clean" (Mark 1:40). He
sets a great example of faith, courage and humility.

&in drains us but when we approach Christ with confidence and humility in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, He is able to
heal us. The Lord healed the leper with the touch of his hand and a few words, making him clean. Similarly, when we
receive absolution from our sins, through the priest, God creates in us “a new heart and a new spirit” (Ezk 36:26).

The priest in the Old Testament was legally responsible to check leprosy and order the leper to live outside the community.
If healed, the leper then returns to him to allow his return to community life. For this reason, Jesus commanded him to go
show himself to the priest, in accordance with the law. In the New Testament, the priest is a mediator between God and his
people, granting forgiveness to the repentant and bringing us back into spiritual communion with God and the Church.

Iset us take some time this Lenten Season to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation with a fervent heart, examine our
conscience in light of the Word of God and the teachings of the Church and ask God to create is us “a new heart and a new
spirit”.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

A Great Lenten Journey y « In this Holy season of Lent the Senior's Committee with our
1 : ¢ spiritual leader Father Bernard welcomes our precious

This week we explored Great Lent B8 seniors back to our usual fortnightly lunches

looking specifically at the purpose of &
lent and the rules regarding our

e e et Where we celebrate the Holy Mass and Rosary,

entertainments and lunch and above all each other's
Our lesson started with a game where = company
groups had to convince everyone that &
their product was the better of two
options.

May God shower His graces upon everyone through this
journey of Lent

The proclaim led by our very own AJ was Throughout the . .
talk we looked specifically at the rules regarding lent Sonia Abi Rached
specifically when we should abstain from different things
and general practical ways we can participate in lent.

We split up into male and female groups where we
discussed how we can overcome our temptations during
this time. It's always insightful to see what our teens are
going through and the different challenges they all face in
their everyday lives. Speaking to some of the girls in our
discussion it was so reassuring that everything we discuss in
our sessions is always taken away and used in their
everyday lives

We are really looking to this term and the upcoming topics
that we will be covering. We pray this term will be a fruitful
term bringing our teens closer to Our Lord and His Mother.

Also we encourage all our teens from years 7 - year 12 to
join our Altar serving classes on the 23rd of March from 4 -
6pm.. please contact Joseph Khoury (0405 122 064) to reg-
ister.

On behalf of all the Come Alive we wish you all a blessed
Lent

Amanda Khoury



Parish amera

Ash Monday Mass
MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
S5 ONLY a week

133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans:

Community Business Network Page

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

. ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contractors /
Witer front %ﬁ/{ lion Major Security of Payment Take the next step. ENVISION M

. Legislation Changes Coming in [y =y = res

ﬁ 7 d ///(M‘c“{/\s‘z'(}/zxs‘ 2019 That CDUld Hassiuelv . RO OUR SERVICES
_ Impact Your Construction

Business! Are You Ready?

Learm more at:
www.academylegal.com.au/OLOL

9635 6655 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU




Parish Notice Board

Sunday 10 March: Sunday of the Leper

9:30 Souad Melhem Wakim widow of the late Jalil Wakim
from Kfaryachit (died in Melbourne)

11:00am 40 Day George Akel Hassarati from Blouza
5:00pm 40 Day Wafic Rizkallah Bechara from Blouza

Tuesday 12 March
10:30am Doumit Hanna Nakhoul from Karem El Mohr
Wednesday 13 March:

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of the
sinners and the sick for the apparitions of the Virgin
Mary at Fatima followed by a lunch

Sunday 17 March: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman

9:30am 40 Day Bulus Peter Shidrawi from Hadath El Jebbeh

11:00am 40 Day Nadime Youssef Nader widow of the late
Mikhael Mtanios Nader from Mejdlaya
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Announcements

More details to follow

Midday Prayers
“0 Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”
As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

Details toiollow

I’“

Family Committee & Fersen Al-Adra Brunch
Date & Time 10th March 2019 at 10.30am | Venue Level 1 Rec Room
of the Youth Centre. Come along and enjoy a morning of Family fun
and gathering with free food, drinks and activities for kids.
All are welcome!

OLOL Youth Annual MYO Lenten Retreat
When Friday 08 March - Sunday 10 March 2019
Where Benedict XVI Retreat Centre - 347 Grose Vale NSW 2753
Cost $230 Per Person | Contact Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010

Altar Serving Classes
Adults 18+ Wed 20 March at 8pm | Kindergarten - Y6 Sat 23 March
Y 7-Y12 4pm - 6pm | Contact Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
Emily Dib 0450 693 335
Online www.olol.org.au/committees/altar-servers

World's Greatest Shave - The Leukaemia Foundation
Date & Time Sunday 17th March after 7pm mass
Location: OLOL Co-Cathedral CYPC Recreation Room
Cost $20 incl. food Contact Joanna 0447442940

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l opall aal lias) dngs el gpegand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Alind) Sy — Al A Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adults Events
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

&

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Salma & Esper Abirizk (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry

(G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil
) Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Antoine & Sereye Khabbaz (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of
the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan, Fayez & Hind Melhem, George Maroun & His Father Chehade Maroun (N) (O)
(P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Emile Rizk, Badaoui Antoun Reaiche & Philomena Estephan Reaiche (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Assiah Said Sahyoun and
his wife, Hanna Azar, Nehme & Oujania Rimon Khattar, May Barakat, George Sakr (T) Bernadette Tanna, Kamel & Ghorra Tanna, Youssef Habib Daher Tawk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Lody & Chmoune & Tannous &
Elias & Youssef & Draybe & Elhen, Antoine & Elaine Manassa, Pray for the families of: Azar, Mansour, Greige, Fadlallah, Naim, Aflak, Abboud, Jabbour, Ishac, Imad, Bettany, Rositathorinton, Viayazourik, Azar
Youssef Estephan and Youssef Tanas Moussa and his son and his brother& his family, Francis Moussa, Louis & Sonia & Emile Meouchi, Phillipe Dib & his Family, Youssef & Hanneh & Mary Kabboura, Elias &
Antoun Bechara, Adele Wehbe, Maroun & Dibeh, Elias & Ramza & Fadwa Boumelhem, Father Hanna Bou Melhem, Hanna & Habibeh Rizk, Boulos & Adele Sassine, Yvette & Rimon Sassine, Hanna Makhlouf &
his wife Amuneh, Mahrous Dib & His wife Leyla, Antoine Azar & Family, Jamil & Barbara Wehbe, Roni & Boulos Lahoud
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