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The Gospel Cana Sunday: Entrance into the Great Lent The Epistle

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana Brothers and sisters, | know and am persuaded
of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in

Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it
the wedding. Wher} the wine gave out, the unclean. If your brother or sister is being
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no injured by what you eat, you are no longer

wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause

i ?
concern 15 tha:f to. you and to'me. My hour has the ruin of one for whom Christ died. So do not
not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, .
let your good be spoken of as evil. For the

“Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there - ) .
were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of kingdom of God is not food and drink but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy

purification, each holding twenty or thirty
Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is

gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He acceptable to God and has human approval. Let
us then pursue what makes for peace and for

said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it
mutual upbuilding. Do not, for the sake of food,

to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the
steward tasted the water that had become destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed
clean, but it is wrong for you to make others fall

wine, and did not know where it came from
drink wine or do anything that makes your

knew), the steward called the bridegroom and
said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine Let today be brother or sister stumble. The faith that you
have, have as your own conviction before God.

first, and then the inferior wine after the guests
the day you Blessed are those who have no reason to

have become drunk. But you have kept the
good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first

condemn themselves because of what they
approve. But those who have doubts are

of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him. After :

give up who condemned if they eat, because they do not act
from faith; for whatever does not proceed from

this he went down to Capernaum with his

mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they 5

remained there a few days. VALY T faith s sin,
Jn2:1-11

Dear Parishioners, for who you
Great Lent begins on Ash Monday 04 March 2019 OLOL
Ash Monday Mass Times

7:00am, 8.45am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm can become!
(7pm Mass will be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay)

S TCEnE Dear Parishioners,

There will be no Mass at 6pm, rather Stations of the

Cross, Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in Hal Elrod

Arabic at 6pm and Stations of the Cross/Evening Prayers
at 8pm in English.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Sunday of the Leper
Rom 6: 12-23
Mk 1: 35-45

Rom 14: 14-23
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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795 Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883.




Entrance Into Lent

Light from the Word

Fersen Corner

&0 we begin the Season of Lent — a time of fasting,
abstinence and penance. Throughout the forty-day journey,
the opportunity to pause and reflect is encouraged.

The act of fasting and abstinence during Lent has become
less of a practice over time. Many would argue what is the

What is so special about a wedding? Is
it the flowers? The Lamborghini? The
$30,000 wedding gown embroidered
with Swarovski crystals? Is it the
sambousik on the tables or the
entertainment?

purpose of fasting till noon, or avoiding eating meat or dairy
products, or why give up something? Howeuver, it is not the
avoiding of particular foods that is the point. It is about
cultivating a practice, in this case fasting or abstinence, in
order to focus on what matters.

Not eating for the sake of having to fast, or for the benefit of
losing weight in the process, is hypocrisy. The intention of
the practice matters. Fasting or abstaining so that one can
experience the hunger and suffering of others has greater
purpose. Refusing to consume meat over Lent because one
wants to be in solidarity with the ‘poor person’ is more
meaningful than not eating meat because we don’t like the
taste of it.

Paul writes to the Romans in this week’s Reading, ‘nothing is
unclean in itself’ (v14). Eating or not eating meat contributes
very little to the meaning of Lent, as eating meat is not
sinful. However, as Paul says, ‘If your brother or sister is
being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in
love’ (v15). So whether you choose to fast or not, be 2.
respectful of the choices of others. More so, if you are dining
sumptuously this Lent, while others go hungry, maybe a little
bit of restraint or an invitation to share at your table, would
be a far more noble act than abstinence. What we do should
always be for the betterment of others, especially
throughout Lent. Amen

Perhaps it is the joy on the guests faces to be able to

participate with the blissful couple on their special day? Each
time we go to Mass we are the joyful guests called to

participate in the wedding feast of the Lamb, Jesus. It is only
fitting that next week when we celebrate our entrance into
Great Lent we celebrate with the Wedding Feast in Cana.
This is where Jesus with His Blessed Mother attend a

wedding and Jesus changes water into wine. You may ask
yourself this question. Why should we celebrate a wedding
before going into Great Lent?

The wedding feast is the invitation for us guests to journey
with Christ on this spiritual journey. As guests there are
three gifts we need to bring:

1. Fasting - gets rid of our attachment to this world and sets
our eyes on God
Almsgiving - what good is it if | pray and fast but can’t put
my faith into action to help others in need? Helping others
is the same as helping Jesus “whatever you do to the least
of my brothers you did for me” Mt 25:40
3. Prayer - prayer is the engine that keeps our relationship
with God running. If the engine breaks down, wouldn’t
you want to fix it? If we left it broken how can we get to

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF ~ our destination?

Ann Boutros

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Joy of the Lent Season

{fter concluding the Season of the Epiphany and the three weeks of Commemorations, we have now reached Sunday of FEaS
the Entrance into the blessed Great Lent. We have then started a new season in our liturgical calendar, a season as joyous &
as the one that has just ended.

In the Season of the Epiphany, Jesus revealed his glory and his disciples believed in him. At the entrance into lent, Jesus
revealed his glory again at the wedding of Cana in Galilee and the faith of his disciples became stronger. At that wedding, £
Jesus transformed water into good wine, leaving the chief steward astonished for its good taste, thus transforming his
disciples into a group of believers, and his mother Mary into the first disciple, the new Eve.

In the Season of the Great Lent, our faith is strengthened so we can be ready for the joy of the glorious resurrection. Saint >
Paul however, cautions us today in his letter to the Romans against erring in our faith, urging us to pay a special attention to our words and deeds so
we do not consider anything unclean as this may ruin someone for whom Christ died. It is then necessary to be ready for our journey into the Great
Lent with a repentant spirit and true contrition so that our actions can be the expression of our true faith.

The Lord wants us to make our lent a time of spiritual joy to complement, through fasting, what he started at Cana so our joy lasts. The Lord warns us
not to put on a gloomy look when we fast like the hypocrites, but “when you fast, put scent on your head and wash your face” (Matthew 6: 16-17). The
fasting that the Lord wants from you is to “share your food with the hungry and shelter the homeless; if you see someone lacking clothes, to clothe
him, and do not turn away from your own kin” (Isaiah 58: 7). Thus we learn from Jesus how to fast, and we accompany him in his fasting and learn
from him how to strive.

Our parish is blessed, it offers us many options to help us fulfil our obligations during lent. Let’s start our journey together with the celebrations of Ash
Monday at 7.00 am, 8.45 am, 5.00 pm and 7.00 pm. If you are unable to attend a full mass, participate at least in the first 25 minutes of the mass to be
present during the service of the Word and the Rite of the Blessing of the Ashes. The Stations of the Cross, evening prayer and Adoration of the Cross
will be held on Fridays during the Lent Season, at 6.00 pm in Arabic and 8 pm in English. If you are able to help with the charitable work — giving food,
clothes or shelter to the poor and needy — “Heaven on Earth” will be grateful for your help. If you want to deepen your knowledge in the faith, the
Family of Divine Word, the bible study group, the Faith Formation team in English, all welcome you in their evenings which they hold on different days
of the week. During lent, the formation lessons in English will continue every Wednesday evening with the Living the Gospel group. For those who are
younger, they can join either the Fersen or the Teens (Years 7 to 9) every Saturday afternoon in the Parish Centre, the older youths can be with Come
Alive (Years 10 to 12), every second Wednesday evening. Adoration of the Eucharist every Thursday evening. Mid-day prayer at 12.15 pm Monday to
Friday. Also, the Elderly Committee holds many activities while the Sodality holds lunch every Wednesday at 12 pm. Please take some time to go
through the Parish bulletin this week to learn more about the activities of all these groups in our parish, and think of participating in a program during
this lent which helps you to be ready for the glorious resurrection in a way that pleases the Lord.

O God, restore our thoughts and actions to do your will so we do not be a cause of fall for anyone.
Father Tony Sarkis



Pearly beloved,

In our Maronite Church, the Season of Great Lent commences on Cana Sunday. We reflect on
the miracle of Jesus at the wedding feast of Cana, where he transformed water into wine.

This miracle is a sign of the new Covenant, where everything becomes new in Christ, the new
Adam and with Mary, the new Eve. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
passed away, behold, the new has come,” writes St Paul (2Cor 5:17). For this reason, the
Maronite Church chooses this Gospel at the entrance to Lent, to indicate that it is a time to

change and to renew, in preparation for the Paschal rebirth.

Puring Lent, we are called to make a change in our relationships:

. With God, through prayer and repentance, to merit being His children;

Year of Maronite Spirituality - Cana Sunday

. With ourselves, through fasting and sacrifice, to free ourselves from all that hinders our relationship with God and

tarnishes His image within us;

. With others, through acts of mercy, love and charity, to restore our brotherhood, and recognize that we are brothers

and sisters.

Just like the miracle at Cana, this change, in its three facets, is made possible through Christ the Redeemer, the grace of the
Holy Spirit and the intercession of Mary, mother of all humanity.

This Lenten season, may we hear Mary’s command to the servants at the wedding, “do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5).
Let us take up Pope Francis’ call to “not allow this season of grace to pass in vain” but to set out on a path of true

conversion in our lives.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

For some of us, Lent is the one time in
the year where we make time for God
in an attempt to become closer to
him. We abstain, we fast, we pray.
But the moment Lent is over, some of
us go back to our former routines and
we lose sight of what our purpose is.

“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” John 1:1

Our Lady of Lebanon

YOUTH

Man was created in the image and likeness of God, out of
the surplus of His great love, so we could get to know Him,
love Him and serve Him. When man sinned, the cost of that
sin was death; however, because his love was so
magnanimous he sacrificed his only Son to pay a debt we
owed because we couldn’t pay it.

So how do we continue our attempt to know God?

At OLOL the Youth are involved in many initiatives that can
bring you closer to Christ such as Daily Mass & Rosary,
English Faith Formation groups such as The Living Word &
Faith on Fire, Weekly Adoration and our regular social
activities. Our Lent Retreat from the 8-10 March will explore
Maronite Spirituality and Everyday Holiness. It will be led by
Father Danny Nouh and our recently ordained Youth
Chaplain Deacon Charbel Dib who both are a wonderful
example of how our mission to know God does not end
right after Lent, but should be continued every day of our
lives.

“Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God penetrate our life
and in this way to know the fundamental truth: who we are,
where we come from, where we must go, what path we
must take in life..." -- Pope Benedict XVI

Joanne ELias

“Do you even Easter bro?” w V <

This was the topic of the first Year 9 B
Teens lesson for the year. You might [
be thinking, but we haven’t even
entered into Lent yet, why talk about
Easter now? When considering our
topics for this term, the Year 9 5
leaders decided we really want our ¥
teens to have a ‘Great’ Lent. We re-
flected back on our own lives and asked the question, when
was Lent ever ‘Great’ for us?

Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We know
this, we have been taught it since we were young. Yet
sometimes it can feel like a lot of pointless rules that we have
to struggle with. When we feel this way, we forgot that there
is a purpose to the struggle. We forget that struggle is good,
it means we are growing, we are reaching towards some-
thing greater than the present moment. So what is the pur-
pose of not eating meat during Lent, praying for someone
you dislike, or not buying that ice cream that you wanted so
that you can donate some money to Vinnies? Our Lenten
struggles should remind us of the Cross — and the Resurrec-
tion.

The resurrection — Easter — is the focal point of our Lenten
struggles. It is the mountain top we are climbing towards. We
realised that we had ‘Great’ Lents when we recognised this
and centred Lent on Christ’s resurrection. We pray our teens
got at least a taste of what we were hoping to teach them.
We pray that they will have a truly Great Lent, their eyes

towards Christ resurrected as they ascend the mountain.

Gabriel Khaicy
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Clergy Meeting
MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target
Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
S5 ONLY a week

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans:

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

o / ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contractors [[REERERER. /
/ l//{ llé’//‘{}/[l( Loca l(( b Major SECUHI}” ﬂf Paymen[‘ Take the next step. ENVISION MORTGAGE
Sy Legislation Changes Coming in |[SAE a7 H e .
/4»- /1//mm/(m 2019 That Could Massively investment property? OUR SERVICES
o Impact Your Construction
9635 6615 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU Business! Are You Ready?
Learn more at:

www.academylegal.com.au/OLOL f @envisionmortgageservices




Parish Notice Board

Sunday 3 March: Cana Sunday — Entrance into the Great Lent
9:30am 40 Day Riad Tannous Mouawad from Zgharta

11:00am 40 Day Salim Wadih Ishac from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Amineh Boutros Arida from Bkerkacha
widow of the late Hanna Antar Chahine from
Hadchit

Monday 4 March: Ash Monday

Masses celebrated at 7:00am, 8:45am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
Tuesday 5 March

6:00pm Boutros Wardan Boumelhem from Imar (died in Lebanon)
Wednesday 6 March:

11:30am Mass followed by lunch at Church Hall

7:00pm 40 Day Michel Aziz Fahd from Kfaryachit
Thursday 7 March:

6:00pm One Year Nakieh Bakhos Draiby widow of the late
Khalil Raymond Baissary from Hadchit

Saturday 9 March

6:00pm One Year Gabriella Marie Jim Wehbe from Blouza
Sunday 10 March: Sunday of the Leper

11:00am 40 Day George Akel Hassarati from Blouza
5:00pm 40 Day Wafic Rizkallah Bechara from Blouza
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Announcements

More details to follow

Midday Prayers
“0 Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”
As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

Details toiollow

I’“

Family Committee & Fersen Al-Adra Brunch
Date & Time 10th March 2019 at 10.30am | Venue Level 1 Rec Room
of the Youth Centre. Come along and enjoy a morning of Family fun
and gathering with free food, drinks and activities for kids.
All are welcome!

OLOL Youth Annual MYO Lenten Retreat
When Friday 08 March - Sunday 10 March 2019
Where Benedict XVI Retreat Centre - 347 Grose Vale NSW 2753
Cost $230 Per Person | Contact Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010

Altar Serving Classes
Adults 18+ Wed 20 March at 8pm | Kindergarten - Y6 Sat 23 March
Y 7-Y12 4pm - 6pm | Contact Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
Emily Dib 0450 693 335
Online www.olol.org.au/committees/altar-servers

World's Greatest Shave - The Leukaemia Foundation
Date & Time Sunday 17th March after 7pm mass
Location: OLOL Co-Cathedral CYPC Recreation Room
Cost $20 incl. food Contact Joanna 0447442940

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l opall aal lias) dngs el gpegand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Alind) Sy — Al A Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adults Events
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Salma & Esper Abirizk (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Chahrabane Boutros
] I (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
Y Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph,
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Antoine & Sereye Khabbaz (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of
the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan, Fayez & Hind Melhem,
George Maroun & His Father Chehade Maroun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Emile Rizk, Ba-
daoui Antoun Reaiche & Philomena Estephan Reaiche (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Assiah Said Sahyoun and his wife, Hanna Azar, Nehme & Oujania Rimon
Khattar, May Barakat, George Sakr (T) Bernadette Tanna, Kamel & Ghorra Tanna, Youssef Habib Daher Tawk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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