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Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have a

M nything written to you. For you yourselves know
14 very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace
and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to
surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the
night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;

Jesus said: "There was a rich man who was
dressed in purple and fine linen and who

feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with |
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with
what fell from the rich man’s table; even the
dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor
man died and was carried away by the angels to
be with Abraham. The rich man also died and

was buried. In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far— — - — — — 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who
Next Sunday’s Readings | are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong

away with Lazarus by his side. He called out,| canaSunday: Entrance into the to the day, let us be sober, and put on the

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Rogﬁ}i’:‘t_zs breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and n2:1-11 hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for
I m neue: for | am in nv in th wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord

coo ,y tongue; fo a . ! a'go y in these Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we

flames.” But Abraham said, Child, remember are awake or asleep we may live with him.

that during your lifetime you received your Therefore encourage one another and build up

good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil each other, as indeed you are doing.

1Thess5:1-11
things; but now he is comforted here, and you

are in agony. Besides all this, between you and
us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those

who might want to pass from here to you can- Heavenly Father, We pray for the souls
not do so, and no one can cross from there to of all our faithful departed. May they be carried
us.” He said, ‘Then, father, | beg you to send him ever-gently in Your merciful and loving

to my father’s house - for | have five brothers - embrace. Grant us-a good-memory so that we
that he may warn them, so that they will not may always remember and pray for them.
also come into this place of torment. ’ Abraham Amen!

replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets;

they should listen to them.” He said, ‘No, father Dear Parishioners,

Abraham; but if someone goes to them from Great Lent begins on Ash Monday 4 March 2019
the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, ‘If OLOL Ash Monday Mass Times are at:

they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 1:00am, 8.45am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm
neither will they be convinced even if someone (Tpm Mass will be °‘g§§:§§;‘ by Bishop Antoine-
rises from the dead.” We need to be ready to spend at least 25 mins at

Lk 16: 19 - 31 Church

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 01 March from 9:30am - Sat 02 March at 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




d Week of The Faithful
Departed

Light from the Wor

In our final week of commemorations, we celebrate the
faithful departed (All Souls Day in the Roman Catholic
Calendar). Our Reading for this Sunday focuses on living in
the light so at death we may receive eternal light.

We do not know when we will die, for ‘the Lord will come
like a thief in the night’ (v2). We have no control over our
lifespan, but what we do have, is control over how we
choose to live this life before we die.

There are many choices we make in regards to our lives,
some more beneficial than others! In Paul’s letter he insists
on living as ‘children of light and children of the day’ (v5). To
be transparent, fully aware of what we do, awake and ready,
seeing, doing and moving towards our gaols. To be in the
light is to choose wisely having explored all avenues,

observed possibilities, been fully present and aware. Life is
meant to be a gift we engage with totally, not a life hidden in
darkness and shame, oblivious to what is happening.

Paul sums up the quest to live well in order to die well by
writing, ‘Let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation’ (v8). We
are to use our hearts — the breastplate of faith and love. We
are to use our minds — the helmet of hope. We are to enter
the world equipped and prepared, ready for anything,

walking in confidence in God. Then on our last day we can
enter eternal life with all the faithful departed. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Youth Corner

“If your life is Full of noise you can’t listen to God. If your life
is full of noise, you can’t listen to other people”
Bishop Christopher Prowse

Very often we lack the compassion
owed by us to others due to the
resentment and anger that has been
influenced on us by the secular world.
Our pride, though sometimes acted
up upon unknowingly, can distract us
from making the choices that lead us
straight to Christ. We find ourselves asking “What more do
you want from me Lord?” rather than “What more can | do
for you Lord?”.

YouTh

Puring my time at World Youth Day in Panama, | was able to
experience the indescribable joy that radiated from many
pilgrims from around the world. Each one imitating the
servitude of Mary to Our Lord. “If you want to be joyful, if
you want to be happy, if you want your life to be
transformed, there is only one way to Jesus Christ, and that
is through Mary”

We learned that through our silence and observances, we
are able to imitate the love we have for Christ by our actions
towards other people.

[ invite you all to join us for our annual Lenten Retreat from 8
-10 March, to grow more in our Maronite Spirituality and to
learn what it means to become servants of the Lord.

Joanne Elias

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Towards Our Real Home

In the last Sunday of the Commemoration Sundays we remember the faithful departed as we
prepare ourselves to start our journey into the Great Lent. On this day, our Church
celebrates the commemoration of the faithful departed, urging us to pray for our dead and
all the dead with whom we are bound by the spiritual bond of communion. Through prayer,
we connect with them. The prayer is the bridge that connects the Earthly Church with the
Heavenly Church, and upon which God’s mercy for them and for us runs. 72

The commemoration is not for the dead only, bug also for us, as we remember on this day
and throughout the whole week that we are walking, in our turn, towards our real home, the
Kingdom of Heaven where Jesus has prepared for us many dwellings.

To reach the Kingdom we need to move towards it now and hence, not waiting until we depart from this world. This is a truth of faith
which Saint Paul confirms for us today in his letter, enlightening our hearts on the need to be always ready through watchfulness, faith
and active love. We are the “children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.” (1 Thess. 5: 5). Thus we
should remain ready “and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.” (1 Thess. 5: 8).

daint Luke stresses in his Gospel today on the need to walk towards the Kingdom through good deeds, citing the example of the rich
man and Lazarus (Luke 16: 19-31). The rich man forgot the spiritual communion he should have had with Lazarus, ignoring him and
leaving him to his misery right at his gate. When he departed from this world, the rich man remembered that spiritual bond and asked
Abraham to send Lazarus to help him, but it was too late.

Through our constant readiness we activate our watchfulness and we proclaim our faith in the risen Jesus, the Lord of life and hope.
The main purpose for our readiness is to be longing for a union with the Lord in the Kingdom. Are we truly ready to meet the heavenly
groom?

Our parish moves in firm steps towards the Kingdom of Heaven by being watchful and serving untiringly. The Parish Council held its first
meeting for the year with the presence of 30 people representing 24 committees in the Parish. the Council discussed ways to coordinate
and plan for the pastoral, spiritual and social work in the parish. | would like to thank all the Council members for their dedication. Hand
in hand, together we build the House of God, in stones and in people.

On Thursday, our parish will rejoice in the Holy Spirit as its own son, subdeacon Charbel Dib, is elevated to the deaconate. May his
service in the field of the Lord be blessed. This is an invitation to you all to participate in this joy through a celebratory mass on Thursday
28 February, at 6.00 pm.

[ would like to remind you about the mass which we will celebrate at the Rookwood Cemetery, Saint Michael Chapel for the repose of
the souls of our departed on the occasion of the faithful departed week. The prayer of the community is unity, unification and peace.
We pray as one for all our departed in faith full of hope and life.

Grant us Lord to well prepare for your coming in watchfulness and prayer, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, so we are worth
of your eternal joy.
Father Tony Sarkis
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Message Fr

Pearly beloved,

This Sunday in our Maronite liturgical calendar, we enter a week of praying for the souls who
have gone before us, we pray for the Faithful Departed. The Maronite Church, after rejoicing
last week with the souls who have entered the glory of heaven, the Righteous and the Just,
this week prays for all those who, in the purifying suffering of purgatory, await the day when
they will be joined to the company of saints. There is a unity of prayer between us, the pilgrim
Church on earth, and the souls who have passed on before us. We believe that we can assist
them by our prayers, and they can assist us by theirs.

In the Maronite liturgy, we remember our deceased in every mass and pray for them in the
prayers of the faithful. We also commemorate All Souls’ Day on the 2nd of November, which
is a tradition we have taken from the Roman Catholic Church.

This Sunday is the last before the entrance into the Great Lent with Cana Sunday. The Maronite Church guides us to reflect
on the meaning of life and death with the gospel of the Rich Man and Lazarus. We only become worthy of the Kingdom of
Heaven if we have faith in God, act according to His word, and carry out acts of love and charity to our brothers and sisters
in need.

This gospel is a timely reminder to us if we have lost our way or become too occupied in the pursuit of earthly treasures. Do
we use our wealth or means to assist those in need? Do we listen to the words of “Moses and the Prophets”, that is the
Bible? This coming Season of Lent offers us a new opportunity to repent, pray and return to the Lord.

We pray for all those souls who have gone before us. May the loving Father welcome them into their eternal home, His
heavenly kingdom.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Praying For The Dead

Uou may recognise the icon used today from any funeral you have attended. | first noticed it
while attending a funeral and was fascinated by the story the icon tells. | learnt that the icon
depicts the one that has departed, sailing on a ship. This indicates that we are on a journey in the
afterlife to reach our destination to be judged on the life they lived on earth. Above the ship we
see the choir of angels, Mary, Jesus and Saint Peter awaiting the faithful departed. You may
notice bread and wine on the ship, indicating that Christ is accompanying us in the afterlife on
our journey to judgement.

For those who accomplished good, resurrection and new life; but those who accomplished ill, will
stand to be judged.

The Ship in which the departed sails is Mary, we learn this in the hymn chanted at funerals or memorial masses. If you
are ever lucky enough to hear it in English, you will notice the beautiful meaning of the hymn. It announces that “Mary
is the Vessel’s name,” meaning she is the ship on which the departed is sailing in the icon, the ship is also blue, usually
associated with Mary. This is fitting as Mary was the vessel that brought Jesus to us and is now the Vessel who delivers
us to him in the afterlife.

A new vessel has been seen laden with a great reward traversing a stormy sea enriched by its store. Mary is the
vessel’s name, Christ-within-her, the reward, who travels throughout the world to give mortals life.

The Maronite tradition continually prays for the faithful departed as they journey into the after life. As a young girl my
father would take the whole family on good Friday to visit anyone he ever knew that had passed away, we drove all
around Rookwood Cemetery as he explained the importance of praying for those who have passed away. My grandma
would always say a small prayer before starting her rosary, “I pray for all the faithful departed, especially those who
have no one to pray for them.” That really stuck with me, that we should also remember those who have passed on
who we don’t even know as they may have no one to pray for them.

Christina Maksisi



Seniors Committee - Lunch

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target
Ta rget 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans:

Community Business Network Page

/ \ Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
e ] A - Page?

S5 ONLY a week

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

A ATTENTION: NSW Construction Contracto
Wa z‘c//w/z‘ /({(’{[ leon U N I T F OR R E N T *

Major Security of Payment

- ALICE ST-HARRIS PARK Legislation Changes Coming in

%}/' ////(,l(*c{{jz'(}/z\; 3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, Study, 2019 That Could Massively
Ducted Airconditioning, Undercover Impact Your Construction

Parking, Walking distance to Bus -
Stops, Schools & Church Business! Are You Ready?
Learn more at:

Contact Hanna: 0414 788 556 www.academylegal.com.au/OLOL

9635 6655 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU




Parish Notice Board

Sunday 24 February: Sunday of the Faithful Departed
8:00am All the Faithfull Departed in Australia

9:30am One Year Salwa Zeaiter widow of the late Shahid
Khamis from Bane

11:00am All the Departed and the Martyrs of Deir Al Ahmar
offered by the Association

5:00pm Kamil Antonios Gebrael Harb from Tannourine (died
in Lebanon)

Monday 25 February
6:00pm Antoinette Youssef Finianos wife of Marcel Nadim
Kadou-Mouwad from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 28 February:

6:00pm Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine- Charbel Tarabay for the Ordination of Mr
Charbel Dib, Mr Joseph Maatouk, and Mr Mekhael
Gebrael (All are Welcome)

Sunday 3 March: Cana Sunday — Entrance into the Great Lent
9:30am 40 Day Riad Tannous Mouawad from Zgharta

11:00am 40 Day Salim Wadih Ishac from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Amineh Boutros Arida from Bkerkacha
widow of the late Hanna Antar Chahine from
Hadchit
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SAVE THE DATE
Midday Prayers
“0 Lord, we ask, accept our fasting, be pleased, and answer the
prayers we offer”

As of the beginning of Lent, we will be praying the Midday Maronite
Prayers and Angelus in the Cathedral Monday to Friday at 12:15pm

More details to follow

OLOL Youth Annual MYO Lenten Retreat
When Friday 08 March - Sunday 10 March 2019

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Where Benedict XVI Retreat Centre - 347 Grose Vale NSW 2753
Cost $230 Per Person | Contact Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010

World's Greatest Shave - The Leukaemia Foundation
Date & Time Sunday 17th March after 7pm mass
Location: OLOL Co-Cathedral CYPC Recreation Room
Cost $20 incl. food Contact Joanna 0447442940

Altar Serving Classes
Adults 18+ Wed 20 March at 8pm | Kindergarten - Y6 Sat 23 March
Y 7-Y12 4pm - 6pm | Contact Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
Emily Dib 0450 693 335
Online www.olol.org.au/committees/altar-servers

“Calling on Parishioners to help throughout 2019 as car park
attendants during Lent, special events & Masses at OLOL”

Contact George Harb 0411 069 369 | gharb351@hotmail.com

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Regular Parish

vents / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l opall aal lias) dngs el gpegand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Alind) Sy — Al A Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adults Events
Arabic Classes
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna
A\ Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa
and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih
Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa,
Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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