Sunday 20 January 2019
The Gospel

The next day John again was standing with two
of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk
by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of
God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and
saw them following, he said to them, “What are
you looking for?”
They said to him, Rabbi” (which translated
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He
said to them, “Come and see.” They came and
saw where he was staying, and they remained
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in
the afternoon. One of the two who heard John
speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

Jn 1:35-42
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Prayer

Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, help me to answer the
call to “Come and see” —it is in that time of
prayer and silent reflection that | am
renewed into a deeper knowledge of your love
for me. | cannot give what | do not have - Your
Grace is sufficient.

‘Ihe good News
Your Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Second Sunday After The Epiphany

Next Sunday’s Readings

Gal3:23-29
Jn3:1-16

"Come, follow
me." This call,
this mysterious
inner voice of
Christ, is heard
most clearly in
silence and

prayer.

Pope St. John Paul I1

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But
we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may
be made clear that this extraordinary power
belongs to God and does not come from us. We
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also
be made visible in our bodies. For while we live,
we are always being given up to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at
work in us, but life in you.

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that
is in accordance with Scripture — “I believed,
and so | spoke” — we also believe, and so we
speak, because we know that the one who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus, and will bring us with you into his
presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so
that grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory
of God.

2 Cor 4:5-15

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




The Wonders

Light from the Word

Sin Makes the Headlines

s we delve further into the Season of the Epiphany we are
greeted with a wonderful passage from Paul’s Second Letter to
the Corinthians, which has marvellous thoughts to ponder over.
So let’s examine some of the wonderful ways we are called to
live out our baptismal calling.

Paul writes that God ‘has shone in our hearts’ (v6). It is an
expression that evokes openness, light and inner peace. We are
not meant for gloom but for joy. We have the capability to be a
source of light and hope for others. We are like

In the media, holiness is not news; outrage and sin make the
headlines. How can this be a fair fight? Who can fight against
this? Do some of us possibly dream we can fight with merely
human means... ? Be careful.... Our struggle is not against
human powers but against the powers of darkness (Eph 6:12).
Just as it happened to Jesus (Mt 4:1-11), Satan is seeking to
seduce us, to disorient us, to offer us "viable alternatives".

We need to find refuge in the power of the Word of God like
Jesus did in the desert.

shining stars, glorified, miraculous — if only we recognised God'’s
presence in us.

We need to resort to begging in prayer: ... the prayer of the
humble and poor without any resources. The humble have
nothing to lose. In fact, God reveals the way to them

(Mt 11:25-26).... We cannot simply relax in our complacency...
This is the time for prayer.

The second wonderful expression Paul writes is, ‘we have this
treasure in clay jars’ (v7). Just as we have God'’s light in us, we
must also bear in mind we are merely human and it is God at
work in us. There is no room for pride, arrogance and violence.
We are vulnerable, dependent and lacking. Our strength and
confidence is only through the grace of God and as such, we

should respect the presence of all whom we encounter. Only Love Can Save Us - Letter to Priests and Religious,

Thirdly Paul writes, ‘We are afflicted in every way, but not Pope Francis
crushed’ (v8). Being Christian is not a ticket to superiority and
benefits. It is becoming increasingly more difficult to be a

Christian but it is our love for Christ that can and will sustain us
in every affliction. We are reminded to never lose sight of the

truth of God.

Finally, Paul writes, ‘so that grace, as it extends to more and
more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of
God’ (v15). And that is our ultimate baptismal calling — to grow
in praise and thanksgiving of God and to bring others into this
grace filled knowledge. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Welcome to the Second Sunday after the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany. In this week’s
Gospel passage, we continue to see John directing his followers towards Jesus, “the Lamb of
God.” Andrew and an un-named man follow Jesus until he turns and starts a conversation
with them. This classic scene reminds us of our vocation. Having experienced the attraction
of Jesus, Andrew goes and informs his brother Simon Peter, who then comes to meet Jesus.
This encounter between Jesus and Peter changed the history of the world.

The first words that Jesus spoke in this passage was a simple question: “What are you looking for?” or “What do you
want?” Jesus asks about our desires so that he can respond to them. It is so important that we know and understand what
we want. To be able to do this we must understand who we are. When | understand who | am, in my strengths and my
weaknesses, in my good and my bad, | can come to Him and know exactly what | want from Him because there is one thing
that is for sure, He knows exactly who | am. Therefore, | should not be afraid to come as | am with all my hopes, with all my
fears and with all my desires and He will say to me: “You Are” who you are, and | love you abundantly.

In addition, in today’s Gospel we find the disciples Andrew and Simon Peter asking our Lord a question that we in one way
or another also find ourselves asking: “Teacher, where are you staying?” We especially ask this question when we are
desperately seeking Christ in light of a tragedy, illness or loss or when we feel lost. However, it is a very important question
that we should be asking ourselves not just in the times that we are feeling down but all the time. We need to ask
ourselves this question on three levels. Firstly, where is Christ staying in “my” personal life? Secondly, where is Christ
staying in “my” family life? And thirdly, where is Christ staying in “my” parish life?

On a personal level we need to find where Jesus is staying in our words, in our actions, in our working life, in our prayer life
and in the inner depth of our souls and our faith life. On a family level we need to find where Jesus is staying in our
relationship with our spouse, with our children, in our communication with one another and in our family prayer life.

On a parish level we need to find where Jesus is staying in our communion and unity with one another, in our co-operation
and collaboration with one another and especially in our worship and prayer life together.

Father Tony Sarkis



Father Who Keeps His Promises

€verybody felt it: a moment of eerie silence, a low rumble and then the ground began to shake.
Buildings swayed and buckled, then collapsed like houses of cards. Less than four minutes later,
over thirty thousand were dead from a magnitude 8.2 earthquake that rocked and nearly L
flattened Armenia in 1989 . In the muddled chaos, a distressed father bolted through the |
winding streets leading to the school where his son had gone earlier that morning. The man
couldn't stop thinking about the promise he'd given his son many times: "No matter what K d
happens, Armand, I'll always be there."

tle reached the site where the school had been, but saw only a pile of rubble. He just stood there at first, fighting back
tears, and then took off, stumbling over debris, toward the east corner where he knew his son's classroom had been. With
nothing but his bare hands, he started to dig. He heard someone growl, "Forget it, mister. They're all dead."

He looked up, flustered, and replied, "You can grumble, or you can help me lift these bricks." Only a few pitched in, and
most of them gave up once their muscles began to ache. But the man couldn't stop thinking about his son. He kept digging
and digging—for hours ... twelve hours, eighteen hours.. twenty-four hours ...

thirty-six hours.... Finally, into the thirty-eighth hour, he heard a muffled groan from under a piece of wallboard. He seized
the board, pulled it back, and cried, "Armand!”. From the darkness came a slight shaking voice "Papa...!?"

'Other weak voices began calling out as the young survivor stirred beneath the still uncleared rubble. Gasps and shouts of

bewildered relief came from the few onlookers and parents who remained. They found fourteen of the thirty-three

students still alive.

When Armand finally emerged, he tried to help dig, until all his surviving classmates were out. Everybody standing there
heard him as he turned to his friends and said, "See, | told you my father wouldn't forget us."

That’s the kind of faith we need, because that's the kind of Father we have.

Scott Hahn

Our container arrived in Fiji and all its contents were
distributed when the team went on their mission trip in
December. We truly thank our wonderful community for all
that was donated. With every item that was donated, be
assured that it was received with a beautiful smile! Here is
an extract from a letter that was sent to Heaven on Earth
from one of the children at the Treasure House Orphanage...

face (it inl

“,- n Mo Al /
fe  Smile on a U\\‘\’\!S

evenones jreavt ”
ladée and aentleman *omu ]“nnu JCfM’

J
o 10 Show 3\@0'16’ (1(0“(\%(16’ TUUOﬂrdf our ‘r'( ¢
Q{ Heaver, on :ény’rk-

Fnrsf et n 2016 and
now we cdl fhem our families. They have \ne\ﬁ.cl
Treoswre House Chrighan Clildrens Home in  numemus
%e home s visifed fwice a geor b ﬁ,,‘g
!ov and during each m»f the ch

A /un(A The ,f/f enpy  their 1€OJ m@o/g‘
77/12 nol all the group

ono/ afer have olesserfs .

then oloes S| / //om?r/ j cagh denationg
This yeor we :2” ve adl--"alqeter we hacl
luncﬁ/af Mc D(WIZ affer which” the chelolen had
nap when They ke '/F thelv Suprise fhere was a

b) (onfauney rr’ Voirious foms i oao/(’('/
7}?3 Chilolren alsp 3‘ Jfﬁ whith Hnj @Jmo/ The
Heaven on Eavth team have been VY qreat’ bleggin

fo fhe freagure heuge famil J, and hnwlz fo wm‘r

the bong/ between the  two ]rcu/v has

- “ Subdeacon Robert El Bayeh

being 0

en amay mﬁ

Our Beloved Parishioners,
A Happy and Prosperous New Year from the MYO!

We begin 2019 with gratitude in our hearts for all the volunteers
who made our Annual Christmas/New Year’s party of 2018 a
huge success. Thanks to their efforts, The Youth of OLOL came
together under the stars in celebration of The Birth of Our Lord,
and The New Year. The atmosphere was one to remember —
truly bringing out the best of us in an environment of friendship
and fun.

Looking into the Year, We await with enthusiasm our Annual
MYO Lenten Retreat of 2019 — Friday 8th of March to Sunday
10th of March. Like every year, our Retreats are an incredible
experience of reflection, of solitude and prayer with Our Lord,
whilst simultaneously a channel to develop this same friendship
and fun. Spots are limited, so do please do check out the back of
this newsletter for booking details.

We look forward to seeing you at February’s Youth General
Meeting - A place to come and meet our Youth and become
part of the family.

Our Youth Faith Formation Initiative — Faith on Fire — will also
recommence in February. Deepen your experience of the Faith
and grow in your understanding of our Baptismal Mission to
proclaim Jesus Christ to the World. You are called by name.

On a Diocesan level, The MYDC is hosting their Annual Grand
Ball on Friday the 25th of January. Our Parish Youth have

always been strong supporters of this cause, so please do reach
out to one of the familiar faces to book your tickets!

Visit our Social Media Platforms, or see one of our familiar
Executive Youth Members, for more information, so that you
stay updated on all our Social, Spiritual and Charitable Youth
Events.

We Pray, Lord, that we may continue to find Joy in participating
in the Life and Mission of the Church.

MYO Assistant Coordinator,
Roy-Charbel Farah



Saint of The Week

St. Francis was born in France on August 21, 1567, to
aristocratic parents. Francis’ father desired for him to
attend college in hopes that Francis would someday be a
magistrate. For years Francis felt God calling him to the
priesthood, though he never mentioned it to his family.

In 1592, Francis received a doctorate in law. His father
even picked a wife for him, but Francis made it clear that
he was determined to be a priest. Then the Bishop of
Geneva obtained for Francis the high position of Dean of
the Chapter of Geneva. Francis received Holy Orders in the
year 1593.

Soon Francis came to realize what God had called him to
do. He was living during the time of the Protestant
Reformation near Switzerland — Calvinist

territory. Thousands of Swiss Catholics had left the Church
to follow John Calvin and become Protestants. Francis
decided that he needed to convert these souls back to the
true Church. Francis went to Switzerland and spent the
next three years having doors slammed in his face,
spending nights out in the freezing cold, and sleeping
wherever he could find shelter. He would not give up;
however, and began writing his sermons on pieces of
paper and sliding them under doors. By the time Francis
returned to France, it is estimated that he had converted
over 40,000 souls back to Catholicism.

In 1602, Francis was appointed Bishop of Geneva,
Switzerland. Francis was tireless in his evangelization. He
spent hours answering letters and preaching to lay

| persons. So many came to him for instruction in the faith
that he hardly had any time for himself.

| Francis died three days after Christmas in 1622. In 1877, he
| was declared a Doctor of the Church.

Saint Francis De Sales

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Ta rget 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

S5 ONLY a week
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,204, 418.37 Units $1,382, 155.43

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536
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Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550

9635 6655 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 20 January: Second Sunday After The Epiphany

9:30am One Year Samira Greige Bakhos wife of Sarkis

Tansa Bazouni from Hadchit

Monday 21 January
10:30am Funeral Patrick Malek Kassab from Qraiyeh - Saida

6:00pmHanneh Challita Rizk from Hadchit widow of the
late Farid Rizk Cheikha Doueihy from Zgharta (died
in Lebanon)

Friday 25 January

6:00pm Sam Fares Abi Fares from Hadath El Jebbeh (died

in Brisbane)

Saturday 26 January
6:00pm One Year Jeanette Fadel wife of Joseph Abboud

from Damour

Sunday 27 January: Third Sunday After The Epiphany
11:00am 40 Day Joseph Bassil Abed Sukkar from Becharre
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Announcements

Be Our Guest To The Annual Diocesan Youth Grand Ball
The 25th of January 2019
Time 7pm | Where 3 New St East, Lidcombe | Tickets 590
Contact Charbel 0421 187 919 | Jessica 0426 114 696

OLOL Youth Annual MYO Lenten Retreat
When Friday 08 March - Sunday 10 March 2019
Where Benedict XVI Retreat Centre - 347 Grose Vale NSW 2753
Cost $230 Per Person | Contact Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Men Faith Formation Group
As men, we are called to become leaders of faith in our domestic
churches. Come and join us on the journey to deepen our faith,
Meeting one Monday per month, February to November at 7:30 pm.
All men are welcome
To register or for more information text Joe Ayoub on 0411 752 993

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
call gl cpallgl) aal lias) dngs el gl JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Aglnd) S — AlY) AWl ABle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Maronite Care Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar\é& Study Centre
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30gm -6pm
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Call 1300 627 227

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
assist you

contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternigy es
A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful deg)aEtﬁd, AIII (s:ﬁullﬁtin gur atory, Antoun Sarkis, Steven Aboud &
amel Challita
5y Badra Malkoun Dib (E) Matthew Essey, Gerges Elia & Wife Saydeh in(lG)' Helée(nPGelor e, Majid George (H]hAnis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and
adeleine au
¥ Mohsen el Hayek & wife Haifa & son Kabalan (l) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Fergenia Khattar,

zar (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Gerges, Lamia & Saydeh Bou Said (
(3 their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad,

Laoulach, Charlene Lolach, Jenevieve Nakh
Kastoun

Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Nabih
nus & their son Joseph, Badoui Antoun Reaiche

Karim Tannous & Parents (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Raymond Zaouk

C ( khoul Hnayne Ghandour, Talal’el Willys, | ) I oseph !
Eid Semaan, Dianne Lolach, Elaine Kastoun, Jat':\ﬂuelme Rizk, Diana Nehme, Sophia Semaan, Hanie Kairouz, Johnm\kKhoury, Ghassibi Kairouz, Hanie
Asmar, Antoine Kayrouz, George Helou, Victor Moussa ( gg‘Anth.ony fioses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan &

Bahia Maroun (N) Liela Nader (O) (P) Q)éR) Jamil U 0 n
) . ) Phelomina Reaiche, Michael Rizk, Emil Rizk (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Rizk, Tanna & Saba Families,
Janette & Louis Semaani, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Youssef & Saiideh Saba (T) Youssef Habib

ecially those we Pray for:

eceased Aboud Family, Hanna
ife Rosita (D) Ibrahim & wife Hanneh Dib, Emile, Fouad & Joseph Dib
addad & Son Jose| Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Albert Habib,
ehme Khattar, Youssef Sleiman KhattaréL) Boulos

avid el Houssein, Laua & Hamid Karam, Paul Ribbons, Joseph Rizk, Abdo

arimeh Masri, Therese Melhem,
Labibe Roumanos, Raymond & Etour Roma-

aher Taouk, Bernadette Tanna, Antonios Jabbour Tanna,
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