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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 13 January 2019 www.olol.org.au
The Gospel First Sunday After The Epiphany The Epistle

The next day John saw Jesus coming Brothers and sisters,
towards him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world! This
is he of whom | said, After me comes a man
who ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.” | myself did not know him; but | came
baptising with water for this reason, that he
might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified,
“| saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it remained on him. | myself did not
know him, but the one who sent me to baptise
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see | Next Sunday’s Readings
the Spirit descend and remain is the one who

| myself, Paul, appeal to you by the
meekness and gentleness of Christ — | who am
humble when face to face with you, but bold
toward you when | am away! — | ask that when
| am present | need not show boldness by
daring to oppose those who think we are acting
according to human standards. Indeed, we live
as human beings, but we do not wage war

according to human standards; for the weapons
of our warfare are not merely human, but they

baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have 2Cor 4: 5-15 have divine power to destroy strongholds. We
seen and have testified that this is the Son of In1:35-42 destroy arguments and every proud obstacle
God.” raised up against the knowledge of God, and we

In1:29-34 take every thought captive to obey Christ. We

are ready to punish every disobedience when

. our obedience is complete.
Here is the Lamb ’ . i
Look at what is before your eyes. If you are

o 4 confident that you belong to Christ, remind
& of God who _ .
) yourself of this, that just as you belong to
"v tak th Christ, so also do we. Now, even if | boast a
W 2 a e LB UL little too much of our authority, which the Lord
\N > —
[ d‘s . fth gave for building you up and not for tearing
Prayer LB = you down, | will not be ashamed of it. | do not
want to seem as though | am trying to frighten
My Lord and God, world!

| firmly believe that You are the Lamb of God you with my letters. For they say, “His letters

who takes my sins away. are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence

Help me to firmly believe in You and to live out is weak, and his speech contemptible.” Let such
my baptismal promise with joy and hope so that Jn 1:29 people understand that what we say by letter
| may attain eternal salvation. ' when absent, we will also do when present.
We glorify You, Your Father who sent You and
the Holy Spirit forever. Amen 2Cor 10:1-11

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Baptismal Gifts

In this Season of the Epiphany that focuses on Jesus’
baptism, the Second Letter to the Corinthians reminds us
what we were baptised for.

s Christians baptised with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are
marked as God’s very own. We possess the grace to live like
Christ and the Spirit to be bold in our efforts. We are
empowered with the authority of Christ.

The Christian journey is not an easy path. There will be
obstacles as we see in Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians. It becomes the art of balancing ‘meekness and
gentleness of Christ’ (v1) with ‘boldness by daring to oppose’
others (v2). It is about belonging to Christ (v7) and accepting
that others do too. It is most important to put into practice
what you preach. As Paul writes, ‘what we say by letter
when absent, we will also do when present’ (v11).

o returning to our baptismal calling, we are not to take it
lightly. It is a baptism into a new way of living and being. It is
a growth into Christ that will ask the best of us, to be
tolerant but also bold, gentle but also confident, to build up
but also to challenge. So you who are baptised, start your
adventure. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

My Song of Today

Oh! how | love Thee, Jesus! my soul iy *
aspires to Thee And yet for one day

i I :
only my simple prayer | pray! Come s

reign within my heart, smile
tenderly on me, today, dear Lord,
today. But if | dare take thought of
what the morrow brings That fills
my fickle heart with dreary, dull dismay; | crave, indeed, my
God, trials and sufferings, But only for today! O sweetest Star
of heaven! O Virgin, spotless, blest, Shining with Jesus' light,
guiding to Him my way!

O Mother! beneath thy veil let my tired spirit rest, For this
brief passing day! Soon shall | fly afar among the holy choirs,
Then shall be mine the joy that never knows decay; And then
my lips shall sing, to heaven's angelic lyres, the eternal, glad
today!

Saint Therese of Lisieux

The Servant’s Word O Lamb of God...

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In the first Sunday after the Theophany, the Church offers us the testimony of John the Baptist
about the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. John the Baptist said it in the spirit of
prophecy as he saw the whole Mystery of Redemption in just one moment, the moment of the

sacred baptism in the Jordan River.

John had been awaiting that moment, the moment of sighting the Lamb of God to announce Him to }
everyone and lead all people to Him. This was essentially his mission, to pave the way for the Lord

then disappear so the New Testament would start. In just one sentence captured by John the k
Evangelist in today’s Gospel, John the Baptist summarised his role in comparison with the role of the a N
Lord: “behind me comes one who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” (John 1: 30). i

Baptism is first and foremost an initiative from God who speaks to us before we answer Him, who
has accepted us before we became worthy to accept Him and who took our sins and our death to give us life.

In his epistle today, Saint Paul urges the Corinthians with divine authority, but also with the humility of Christ, to return to
the teaching of the Church, obedience and repentance. His objective was to fight false ideas about faith. He seemed tough
with his words, but he assured them that his rigorism, as well as his authority, were not to destroy them but to build them

up.

What about us who have been baptised and believe, do we bear witness to our faith in our daily lives? Do our deeds
express our words and are our words consistent with our deeds? In our life journey, do we know that it is Christ who carries
us and liberates us by His cross of love and His victorious resurrection?

O Lord, illuminate our paths to announce your truth like John and disappear as he did so you appear through us.

On a parish note, the committee and teachers of the First Holy Communion of our children have started the preparation for
the Sacrament’s program this year. The enrolment deadline ends soon. It is an important phase in the lives of our children
as we give them through it the treasure of faith preserved in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.

We hope that this time is a period of rest to recharge our energy so we start strong with the Lord Jesus in this new year,
whether in our parish, at work or in our families.

Father Tony Sarkis



Jesus: The Son of God

Testifying that Jesus is the Son of God is the mission statement of every Christian. Our lives are a constant challenge in

finding ways to testify that Jesus is the Son of God, as some people may only ever come to encounter Christ through our
example of a virtuous life. Such testifying is not easy and can often lead to persecution. Our Lord Himself was crucified for
testifying the truth that He is the Son of God. But how do we as Christians testify to this in practice? It is through our living
out a virtuous life of Faith, Hope and Love. In Faith, we profess our faith in Him and commit ourselves to the teachings of
His One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. We believe in His Word and remember the countless miracles He continues to
perform, bearing in mind that with Him all things are possible. In Hope, we look forward with confidence to His promise
and hold fast to our purpose even in the most difficult of times. During trials and tribulations, we trust in His ability to dispel
all fear and calm the storms in our lives, just as he did at sea with the Apostles. In Love, we commemorate His sacrifice on
the cross for our salvation and His constant love and mercy towards us. We then share this grace that we have received by
serving our brothers and sisters around us, those who are sick, those who are poor, those who are lonely. Testifying that
Jesus is the Son of God is a lifetime dedication which requires more than just words, it requires deeds which call us to push

beyond ourselves.

Matthew Semaan

Faith - Hope - Love

God of all time, help us
enter the New Year quietly,
thoughtful of who we are to
ourselves and to others,
mindful that our steps make
an impact and our words
carry power.

May we walk gently. May we speak only after we have
listened well. Creator of all life, help us enter the New
Year reverently, aware that you have endowed every
creature and plant, every person and habitat with beauty
and purpose.

May we regard the world with tenderness. May we
honour rather than destroy. Lover of all souls, help us
enter the New Year joyfully, willing to laugh and dance
and dream, remembering our many gifts with thanks and
looking forward to blessings yet to come

May we welcome your lavish love. May we cast off the
small, vindictive god our fears have made. May the grace
and peace of Christ bless you now and in the days ahead.

Loyola Press

Family Committee

This week in our Maronite Church, we were
blessed to celebrate the Feast of the b 7
Epiphany. The Epiphany marks the Baptism | &
of Our Lord and the descent of the Holy Spirit s
upon Him. \

Our Maronite tradition has it that at midnight 3
on the eve of the Epiphany, Jesus will pass
over and bless the homes. Windows and
doors are left open so that they can be
blessed and protect the homeowner from poverty.

We greet each other with the term “Deyim Deyim” which
means “Everlasting Everlasting” and signifies that the
Everlasting never forgets to visit.

This Feast is very important in our family, some things that
we do to prepare for this is make a yeast starter, we mix
flour and water together and make dough and hang it out
under a tree.

We come together with our cousins and fry Zalebyi and
Awamaat. | must say my family and | look forward to this
every year.

On the eve of the Epiphany, my family and | came to mass
and celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany and brought with
us a bottle of water, this bottle was blessed during mass and
is to be used at home throughout the year.

This is a special time of the year in our church, and there is
no better way to prepare and live this feast then with your
children. Explain to your children the meaning of our
Maronite traditions. This experience and creation will stay in
our children forever.

Diana Elzahoul



Parish Camera

Epiphany Masses & Rite of The Blessing of The i
Water i

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target |

Ta rget 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

S5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,204, 418.37 Units $1,382, 155.43

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network
Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

7 / // "A '/ .

Wa z‘w/wzz‘ ocation N
VAR ,
/4/‘/' a // dccdsedins

Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550

9635 6655 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 13 January: 1% Sunday after the Epiphany

7:00am Rosary prayer

8:00am Mass for the intentions of the sinners and the

sick for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima

11:00am One Year Youssef and Therese El Rassi from Ein

Zebdeh
Monday 14 January

6:00pm Yvonne Youssef Lebbos Takchi widow of the late

Youssef Mtanios Chidiac from Blouza
Tuesday 15 January
6:00pm Youssef Mahfouz Hasbany from Klayaa (died in Lebanon)
Saturday 19 January

6:00pm 40 Day Georgette Tansa Bazouni from Hadchit

wife of Camille Fadel Harb from Tannourine
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Announcements

Adoration
Feast of Saint Anthony The Great
When Thursday 17th January 2019 Time 8pm
In the presence of Nizar Fares

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Men Faith Formation Group
As men, we are called to become leaders of faith in our domestic
churches. Come and join us on the journey to deepen our faith,
Meeting one Monday per month, February to November at 7:30 pm.
All men are welcome
To register or for more information text Joe Ayoub on 0411 752 993

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
call gl cpallgl) aal lias) dngs el gl JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Aglad) S — AlY) Al ABle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Maronite Care Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar\é& Study Centre
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30gm -6pm
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Call 1300 627 227

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
assist you

contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoun Sarkis, Steven Aboud & deceased Aboud Family, Hanna
Azar (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Gerges, Lamia & Saydeh Bou Said (C) (D) Ibrahim & wife Hanneh Dib, Emile, Fouad & Joseph Dib (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen
,§>I George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malkl Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine &
Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Fergenla Khattar, Nehme Khattar (L) Boulos Laoulach Char-
lene Lolach, Jenevieve Nakhoul Hnayne Ghandour, Talal el Willys, David el Houssein, Laua & Hamid Karam, Paul Ribbons, Joseph Rizk, Abdo Kastoun, Eid
Semaan, Dianne Lolach, Elaine Kastoun, Jacqueline Rizk, Diana Nehme, Sophia Semaan, Hanie Kairouz, Johnmy Khoury, Ghassibi Kairouz, Hanie Asmar, An-
toine Kayrouz, George Helou, Victor Moussa(M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Robert
Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Nabih & Bahia Maroun (N) Liela Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Romanos, Raymond & Etour Roumanus &
their son Joseph, Badoui Antoun Reaiche & Phelomina Reaiche (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Rizk, Tanna & Saba Families, Janette & Louis Semaani, Youssef
Michael Shaheen, Youssef & Saiideh Saba (T) Youssef Habib Daher Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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